
The FaiWhfXlQeVV Rf LRYiQg OXU EQePieV 
Good to see eYer\bod\. If \oX¶Ye got \oXr bibles, go ahead and take them oXt. And if 
\oX¶Ye been aroXnd more than a coXple Zeeks, \oX ​knoZ ​exactly​ Zhere to tXrn ​, and 
that¶s ​Matthew 5 ​. ​If \oX¶re neZ, the reason eYer\one knoZs that¶s Zhere Ze¶re headed is 
becaXse Ze haYe spent better part of the past tZo months in this one chapter of the 
bible. Chapter 5 marks the beginning of something called ³the sermon on the 
moXnt´±one of the most famoXs teachings from JesXs of all time.  
 
And toda\, Ze haYe oXr ​Zork cXt oXt​ for Xs. BecaXse in m\ e[perience, there ma\ not be 
a teaching from JesXs that is more blatantl\ ignored b\ more Christians than the one 
Ze¶ll coYer toda\. And a large portion of this teaching is simpl\ aboXt ​how we treat ​other 
people ​. In ​toda\¶s passage ​, JesXs is going to address ​hRZ Ze WUeaW WhRVe ZhR aUe 
opposed ​WR XV, aQd ​seem ​RSSRVed WR XV.​ To Xse his langXage from later in the 
passage, hoZ Ze treat oXr ³enemies.´  
 
And Zhether Ze ZoXld Xse that Zord ​enemy ​or not, a lot of Xs ​do ​probabl\ haYe people 
that fit in that ​category​±Ze¶re going to get to that as Ze go along. ​BXt first, Ze need to 
reali]e that \oX and I are ​often ​discipled ​to ​see ​ people in that Za\.​ We are often ​taught 
to see others in terms of those Zho are ​for​ Xs and those Zho are ​against​ Xs. We 
encoXnter it at a ​personal ​ leYel, Zhen Ze ascribe to life philosophies like ³don¶t let the 
haters ​get \oX doZn´ and ³\oX need to ​eliminate negative people ​from \oXr life.´ We 
hear it at a ​political ​ leYel, Zhen Ze start talking aboXt hoZ ​our ​political part\ is the good 
gX\s and the other part\ is the bad gX\s. We eYen sometimes YieZ it like this at a ​global 
leYel Zhen Ze belieYe that America is the greatest coXntr\ on earth, and all other 
coXntries are either jealoXs of Xs or Zant to destro\ Xs. ​All Rf WhRVe aUe jXVW diffeUeQW 
Za\V Rf YieZiQg RWheU SeRSle WhURXgh ​antagonistic ​ leQVeV ​; Zhich iV, iQ eVVeQce, WR 
Vee WheP ​as ​³eQePieV.´ 
 
And ​Christians aren¶t e[ceptions​ to this ​us vs. them ​mindset±far from it. In ​some ​ cases, 
Christians are actXall\ the most gXilt\ of it. ​As Ze speak, a popXlar Christian recording 
artist is toXring major U.S. cities. In each cit\, he sets Xp a massiYe pXblic Zorship 
concert, neglects to file for a permit to do so, gathers hXndreds of people in defiance of 
local COVID-19 safet\ protocols, and then rants on TZitter aboXt hoZ local goYernments 
are ³persecXting´ him becaXse the\ fine him for doing all that. He is in essence, ​seeking 
out ​and ​manufacturing ​an antagonistic approach toZards local goYernments.  
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Whether it¶s ​that​, ​or YieZing life throXgh the lens of the ​³cXltXre Zars ​́±ZhateYer the 
particXlar YieZ is, sometimes Christians are on the front lines of this ​antagonistic 
approach ​ to other people. And ​Whe iURQ\ iV WhaW a lRW Rf Whe WiPe, Whe SeRSle Ze 
aQWagRQi]e fRU beiQg RSSRVed WR XV, ​aren¶t ​acWXall\ RSSRVed WR XV aW all.​ BXt eYen if 
the\ ​were ​, oXr responses to them still reYeal that Ze haYen¶t ​fXll\​ internali]ed the things 
JesXs la\s oXt in this passage.  
 
BecaXse ​iQ ZhaW Ze¶Ue abRXW WR Uead, JeVXV iV gRiQg WR eQcRXUage aQ ​altogether 
different​ aSSURach​ WR WhRVe ZhR VeeP RSSRVed WR XV, ZheWheU Whe\ Ueall\ ​are ​RU 
QRW.​ And I¶ll jXst sa\ from the start, Zhat he la\s oXt is not onl\ ​beautiful± ​it not onl\ is a 
strateg\ that has ​stood the test of time ​throXghoXt hXman histor\±bXt​ iW iV alVR 
SUeciVel\ ZhaW RXU ZRUld XUgeQWl\ ​needs ​ aW WhiV YeU\ PRPeQW.​ So let¶s see Zhat 
JesXs has to sa\. YoX can start folloZing along Zith me in Y. 38: 

 
[38] ³You have heard that it was said, µAn eye for eye and a tooth for tooth.¶  

 
So JesXs kicks things off in the same Za\ he has for the past seYeral Zeeks: he ​qXotes 
a command ​ or principle from the Old Testament. This time, it¶s ³an e\e for an e\e and a 
tooth for a tooth´ (that¶s E[odXs 21:24). NoZ as barbaric as that might soXnd to some of 
Xs, this is actXall\ a Yer\ helpfXl principle that lies at the heart of oXr jXstice s\stem to 
this da\. It¶s often called the ​lex talionis, ​Zhich means loosel\, ³the pXnishment shoXld fit 
the crime.´ That¶s the idea. And this is a Yer\ important idea, both back then ​and ​toda\.  
 
BecaXse ​hXPaQ QaWXUe ​, ZheQ \RX aUe ZURQged, XVXall\ iVQ¶W jXVW WR geW ​even ​ZiWh 
Whe RWheU SeUVRQ​, ​UighW? IW¶V WR ​geW ​ahead​.​ ​If \oX ​shove ​ me, I ​punch ​\oX. If \oX mildl\ 
frXstrate me one time, I go and ​gossip ​ aboXt \oX on repeat. If \oX sXbtZeet me online, I 
clap back and tag fiYe of m\ folloZers to pile on too.​ ​The hXman tendenc\ is toZards 
escalation ​in conflict. BXt ​WhiV idea, ³aQ e\e fRU aQ e\e aQd a WRRWh fRU a WRRWh,´ iV 
PeaQW WR ​curb​ WhaW WeQdeQc\ iQ XV. IW ZaV PeaQW WR eQVXUe WhaW jXVWice ZaV 
proportionate ​ aQd QRW ​excessive ​.​ BXt ​Jesus​ is aboXt to go a step ​further​ than that, Y. 
39: 

 
[39] But I say to you, ​Do not resist​ the one who is evil.  
 

NoZ jXst for clarification: that ​langXage, ³do not ​resist​ an eYil person,´ is​ not actXall\ the 
best translation of Zhat JesXs sa\s. BecaXse that makes it soXnd like Ze¶re not 
sXpposed to do ​anything ​ aboXt eYil and injXstice Zhen it happens. And I don¶t think ​that¶s 
Zhat JesXs means at all. The Zord ​resist ​that he Xses Zas actXall\ the langXage of a 
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military​ ​counterstrike ​ ​against an ​opponent. ​So more ​accurately, ​Zhat JesXs Zas sa\ing 
Zas ³do not ​use violence ​to resist an eYil person´ or ³do not ​retaliate ​ ​against​ an eYil 
person.´  
 
Instead ​, JesXs giYes Xs ​foXr e[amples​ for hoZ Ze might respond in those t\pes of 
scenarios. Let¶s pick it Xp back in the second half of Y. 39: 

 
But if anyone slaps you on the right cheek, turn to him the other also. [40] And if 
anyone would sue you and take your tunic, let him have your cloak as well. [41] 
And if anyone forces you to go one mile, go with him two miles. [42] Give to the 
one who begs from you, and do not refuse the one who would borrow from you. 
 

NoZ first, let me sa\ that it¶s reall\ ​eas\ to ​misinterpret​ JesXs​¶ instrXctions here. So if the 
tZo options in conflict are ³fight´ (take reYenge) or ³flight´ (roll oYer, pla\ dead, coZer in 
fear), people XsXall\ ​assume ​ Zhat ​Jesus​ is adYocating for is ​flight. ​BXt if \oX read the 
passage closel\, \oX¶ll see that that¶s not actXall\ Zhat JesXs sa\s. He doesn¶t jXst sa\, 
³if someone slaps \oX, ​let​ them.´ He doesn¶t sa\ ³if someone takes \oXr shirt, giYe them 
\oXr ​shirt​.´ What he actXall\ ​says​ is to offer ​more ​than the\ desired to take. Offer ​more 
than Zhat the\ demanded from \oX. So ​ZhaW JeVXV SURSRVeV iV QRW ​fight back, ​aQd 
QRW ​disengage and ​Zalk aZa\ ​± ​bXW UaWheU a WhiUd, cUeaWiYe aSSURach WR beiQg 
ZURQged.   

 
NoZ, Ze need to Xnderstand that Zith each of these e[amples, JesXs imagines a 
scenario Zhere ​a ​superior ​is behaYing in a ​demeaning ​ and ​belittling ​ Za\ toZards \oX. 
That¶s the sitXation.​ ​Someone in a ​superior social position ​ Xses their ​power​ to mistreat 
\oX in some Za\. And ​in ​ each e[ample, JesXs is going to propose that \oX ​not​ fight back 
and take reYenge, and also that \oX not coZer in fear and Zalk aZa\, bXt that \oX do 
something completel\ sXrprising and creatiYe in response. We don¶t haYe time to go into 
all ​four​ of them, bXt I¶ll do the first one to illXstrate the point.  
 
Let¶s talk aboXt the ​slap ​that JesXs mentions. ​JesXs sa\s ​³imagine someone slaps \oX 
on the ​right​ cheek. ​́ So think aboXt the ​mechanics​ of this: slapping someone on the ​right 
cheek, ​assXming that most people are ​right-handed, ​ZoXld reqXire a backhanded slap. 
That¶s a Yer\ dismissiYe, ​shaming ​ t\pe of Yiolence. So JesXs sa\s in that scenario, \oX 
don¶t hit them ​back. ​BXt \oX also don¶t coZer in fear and limp aZa\. Instead, \oX ³tXrn´ 
(and more literall\, that Zord means ³tXrn and ​face ​´) him, and offer him \oXr ​other ​cheek. 
NoZ, it¶s entirel\ possible that he might respond b\ hitting \oX again. That¶s a real 
possibilit\. BXt ​if​ the\ Zants to hit \oX ​again ​, becaXse \oX haYe ³tXrned the other cheek,´ 
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the\ noZ Zill haYe to strike \oX Zith their forehand rather than their backhand. ​The\ Zill 
QRZ haYe WR VWUike \RX QRW aV aQ ​inferior ​, bXW aV aQ ​equal​.​ Does that make sense? 
 
And the ​other three e[amples​ JesXs giYes haYe a ​similar​ effect. In each of them, \oX¶re 
not ​retaliating, ​bXt \oX¶re also not responding ​passively. ​YRX aUe UeclaiPiQg \RXU 
digQiW\ aQd ZRUWh iQ Whe e\eV Rf Whe RWheU SeUVRQ, bXW \RX¶Ue dRiQg iW iQ a cUeaWiYe, 
QRQ-YiRleQW, VRUW Rf Za\.​ Ps\chologists Zill sa\ that one of the most significant things 
that oppression and mistreatment attempts to ​take away​ is the ​free will ​and ​choice ​of the 
person being oppressed.​ That¶s Zhat it does. BXt b\ ​choosing ​b\ \oXr oZn Zill to do 
more ​ than the\ coXld ask \oX to do, \oX are reclaiming \oXr ​will ​and \oXr ​choice. ​And ​iQ 
a YeU\ VXbYeUViYe Za\, \RX aUe cRPPXQicaWiQg WR Whe SeUVRQ ZhR ZURQgV \RX WhaW 
\RXU ZRUWh, \RXU YalXe, aQd Whe iPage Rf GRd iQ \RX iV QRW VRPeWhiQg Whe\ caQ 
Wake aZa\.​ No matter ​how ​the\ choose to treat \oX. BecaXse ​your​ dignit\ and Zorth go 
deeper than a slap, deeper than a cloak ​or​ a tXnic, deeper than an inconYenience, and 
deeper than \oXr Zallet. Does that all make sense? 
 
NoZ, qXickl\, ​before I moYe on ​ here, I do need to make one Yer\ ​important​ clarification. I 
don¶t think that JesXs ZoXld giYe these same instrXctions to a person Zho is being 
ph\sicall\ or se[Xall\ ​abused. ​JesXs ​could ​ ​have ​ Xsed that as an illXstration here (that 
happened back then jXst like it does toda\), bXt he didn¶t. I think that¶s significant. ​Abuse, 
in m\ opinion, falls in an entirel\ different categor\. If \oX¶re in ​that ​t\pe of scenario, 
here¶s Zhat Ze¶d tell \oX to do: come and tell Xs or the cops right aZa\, so that Ze can 
help make sXre it gets dealt Zith as qXickl\ and thoroXghl\ as possible. EYer\bod\ clear 
on that? Oka\. 
 
BXt JesXs sa\s ​in other social scenarios​ Zhere \oX are being mistreated in Xnfair, bXt 
legall\ ​permissible ​ Za\s \oX respond Zith a creatiYe, non-Yiolent alternatiYe. TXrning the 
other ​cheek, offering ​another ​item of clothing, going the ​second ​mile, and lending and 
eYen ​giving ​ to the one Zho Zants to borroZ from \oX. Which means in man\ cases, \oX 
tXrn it into an opportXnit\ to ​serve ​ and ​benefit​ the one Zho is opposed to \oX.  
 
So there are ​a feZ different terms​ that haYe been Xsed to describe this ethic from JesXs. 
Sometimes it¶s called ​pacifism, ​or sometimes it¶s called ​non-violence ​or ​non-retaliation. 
And Zhile those are fine terms to Xse, I¶m not cra]\ aboXt an\ of them, jXst becaXse the\ 
all seem to define Zhat JesXs sa\s ​negatively± ​b\ Zhat the\ ​aren¶t. ​Which is kind of like 
calling a health\ marriage ³non-adXlter\,´ or freedom ³non-slaYer\.´ Technicall\ ​true ​, bXt 
not all that descriptiYe or helpfXl.​ ​My ​preference is jXst to call it Zhat JesXs calls it ​next​, 
Zhich is ​loving \our enemies ​.  
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Pick it back Xp Zith me in ​Y. 43 ​: 
 

[43] ³You have heard that it was said, µYou shall love your neighbor and hate your 
enemy.¶  
 

So JesXs again qXotes ​from the Old Testament...kind of​. I sa\ kind of, becaXse the 
second ​ half of that qXote, ³​hate your enemy,´ ​is not actXall\ a qXote from the bible. 
Some of \oX Zere like, ³Zait±the bible sa\s to ​hate ​ your enemy? ​ It seems like ma\be 
that¶s part of the problem here. ​́ So the bible actXall\ doesn¶t sa\ that. What the bible 
does ​sa\ is ³loYe \oXr ​neighbor​.´ BXt oYer time, people had taken that to mean ³if the\¶re 
not ​m\ neighbor, bXt rather m\ ​enemy, ​that means I can ​hate them.​´ ​Sort of like if I told 
m\ son Whit not to hit his sister, and he responded Zith ³so \oX¶re telling me I can hit 
anyone ​ ​who¶s​ ​not ​m\ sister?´ And it¶s like ​no±no ​I¶m not sa\ing that at all. Also \oX¶re 
groXnded.  
 
So JesXs ​clarifies that misXnderstanding ​ of the Old Testament command Zith ​this​, Y. 44:  

 
[44] But I say to you, ​Love \our enemies ​ and pray for those who persecute you±  
 

JesXs sa\s ​this ethic applies to ​ \oXr ​neighbors ​all the Za\ doZn to \oXr ​enemies. ​So 
let¶s talk aboXt Zho an ​enemy ​is. The Zord JesXs Xses for ³​eQeP\ ​´ is e[tremel\ ​broad ​in 
its meaning ​. ​It inclXdes ​an\ and eYer\ person Ze ​consider​ to be opposed to Xs, Zhether 
the\ ​truly are ​opposed to Xs,​ ​or not.​ It inclXdes ​personal ​ enemies, ​social ​ enemies, 
political ​ enemies, and ​geo ​political enemies. ​It encompasses eYer\thing from the person 
at Zork Zho makes life a little more difficXlt for \oX, all the Za\ Xp to the terrorist tr\ing to 
kill \oX, and eYer\thing in betZeen.​ ​In other Zords, if \oXr instinct is to go, ³does this 
eYen mean _________?´ the ansZer is likel\ ​yes. ​Yes it does mean eYen ​them​.  
 
We also need to reali]e±and I think this is especiall\ important for oXr modern 
societ\±that ​eQePieV caQ be ​individual ​SeRSle, RU ​groups ​ ​Rf SeRSle. SiQgXlaU RU 
SlXUal.​ ​So if \oX see all ​Democrats ​as enemies of ​freedom​, that coXnts. If \oX see all 
Republicans ​as enemies of ​democracy​, ​that​ coXnts. If \oX haYe a deep-seated 
resentment in \oX toZards all black people ​or ​Zhite people, rich people ​or​ poor 
people±or ​any other class or grouping there is± ​that means \oX see those people as 
enemies​.​ That all coXnts in Zhat JesXs is talking aboXt here. 
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So jXst to make sXre Ze¶re all folloZing, let me giYe \oX Zhat I think are three ​Well-Wale 
VigQV ​ Rf aQ eQeP\ ​in \oXr life ​: 

Ɣ YRX haYe aQgeU faQWaVieV abRXW WheP. ​EYer\bod\ knoZ Zhat anger fantasies 
are? The\¶re Zhen \oX constantl\ imagine Zhat \oX Zish \oX coXld sa\ to 
somebod\, if it ZoXldn¶t make \oX a horrible person to sa\ those things in real life. 
That¶s an anger fantas\. If \oX¶re haYing those aboXt a particXlar person or groXp 
of people, that means the\¶re an enem\ to \oX.  

Ɣ YRX ZRXld ​rejoice ​ if VRPeWhiQg ​bad​ haSSeQed WR WheP. ​If Zhen something bad 
happens to a person, \oX¶re fond of celebrating b\ throZing oXt phrases like ³Zelp, 
that¶s karma,´ or ³serYes µem right!´ or ³Zhat goes aroXnd comes aroXnd´±those 
sorts of things±that means \oX YieZ them, on some leYel, as an enem\. ​To m\ 
progressiYe friends in the room: Ze need to talk. I¶m not tr\ing to point fingers, bXt 
some of \oX heard that ​TrXmp got COVID ​ last Zeek, and \oX threZ a little priYate 
part\ in \oXr brain. Am I l\ing? And listen: I¶m not sa\ing he didn¶t Zalk right into it. 
I¶m jXst sa\ing there¶s a ​difference ​ betZeen ​observing ​ that a person¶s actions haYe 
conseqXences, and ​celebrating ​that another hXman being got a potentiall\ 
life-threatening disease. Fair? ​Oka\, so if \oX ​rejoice ​Zhen something bad 
happens to a person or groXp of people, that means \oX see them as an enem\. 

Ɣ YRX caQ¶W bUiQg \RXUVelf WR Va\ aQ\WhiQg SRViWiYe abRXW WheP. ​If there is a 
person that \oX can¶t sa\ an\ XnqXalified positiYe thing aboXt, that too is an 
enem\. ​If there¶s a groXp of people that \oX can¶t speak Zell of ZithoXt 
immediatel\ folloZing it Zith ³bXt here¶s the thing aboXt them«, ​́ that person is an 
enem\. If the onl\ things to come oXt of \oXr moXth aboXt someone are negatiYe, 
c\nical, cXtting, or tearing them doZn, that person or groXp of people is an enem\.  

 
So that list probabl\ ​isn¶t e[haXstiYe ​, bXt that shoXld at least ​help \oX discern ​ Zhether or 
not there are people in \oXr life that \oX see as ​enemies​. And JesXs sa\s the Za\ that 
Ze shoXld treat those people in oXr life is that Ze ​shoXld ³loYe´ them.​ If \oX¶Ye been 
aroXnd Cit\ ChXrch for Yer\ long, \oX¶Ye heard Xs point oXt before that ³loYe´ in oXr 
modern societ\, and ³loYe´ in the bible, are actXall\ tZo Yer\ different ideas. When most 
of Xs sa\ Ze ³loYe´ someone, Zhat Ze generall\ mean is either ³I ​enjoy ​them,´ or ³I haYe 
some sort of ​pleasant feelings about ​them.´ And for JesXs to sa\ ³haYe pleasant feelings 
aboXt \oXr enem\,´ to most of Xs, seems like a prett\ odd instrXction. BecaXse most of 
Xs are going to haYe a hard time doing that.  
 
BXt ​Zhat ​Jesus​ means b\ ³loYe ​́ is actXall\ altogether different. The loYe that JesXs 
speaks of here is a loYe of the ​will. ​It means to actiYel\ prefer and pXrsXe the Zell-being 
of the other person. It¶s pXrsXing ​their ​good regXlarl\ and persistentl\. And JesXs sa\s 
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folloZers of JesXs are called to do ​that...​for oXr ​enemies. ​And again, I¶m not eYen sXre if 
a lot of Xs ​have true ​ enemies like people in JesXs¶ da\ did. BXt ​eYeQ ​if we did± ​eYeQ if 
WheUe aUe SeRSle ZhR aUe acWiYel\ RXW WR geW XV ​± ​WhiV iV hRZ Ze¶Ue called WR WUeaW 
WheP.​ LoYe them, honor them aboYe oXrselYes, and actiYel\ seek after their good. 
 
So let¶s brainstorm Zhat that might look like±let¶s do some h\potheticals of oXr oZn:  

Ɣ Let¶s sa\ \oX haYe a ​boss or sXperYisor​ that absolXtel\ has it oXt for \oX. The\ 
critici]e \oX constantl\, and it seems like the\ alZa\s pick ​you ​ as the person Zho 
has to sta\ and Zork late. In that scenario, ma\be \oX agree to Zork late, and 
then \oX shoZ Xp the ne[t morning Zith their faYorite espresso drink in hand to 
giYe them (that ​doesn¶t ​haYe an\ t\pe of poison in it±that¶s a Yer\ important detail: 
no poison drinks​). BXt ma\be that¶s Zhat \oX do.  

Ɣ Let¶s sa\ \oX haYe a ​friend ​ \oX had a ​minor falling oXt Zith recentl\​, and as a 
resXlt, the\ are noZ sa\ing all sorts of things to \oXr mXtXal friends aboXt \oX that 
aren¶t ​true. ​In that scenario, ma\be \oX dial them Xp and offer to bab\sit their kids 
so the\ can haYe a night oXt. Or ma\be \oX decide to regXlarl\, ​ongoingly, ​do that 
for them. 

Ɣ Or let¶s make it ​real ​ practical ​ for a second: let¶s talk aboXt ​in-laws​. I am lXck\ to 
haYe ama]ing in-laZs, bXt it has come to m\ attention that some of \oX ma\ haYe 
less-than-amazing ​ in-laZs. That some of \oX ma\ eYen haYe in-laZs that seem to 
enjoy ​tearing \oX doZn or pXtting \oX doZn. WoXld that be an accXrate 
assessment? JXst blink tZice if the\¶re sitting ne[t to \oX. Oka\, bXt if that¶s the 
case, Zhat if \oX made a point, the ne[t time \oX¶re Zith them, to go oXt of \oXr 
Za\ to serYe them, help them, or do things for them? What if \oX created a habit 
of, eYer\ time \oX¶re Zith them, sa\ing in front of other people, one thing \oX reall\ 
appreciate aboXt them? I¶ll giYe \oX a freebie±eYen if \oX can¶t think of a single 
thing \oX admire aboXt them, tell them hoZ thankfXl \oX are that the\ raised a 
fantastic hXman being that \oX noZ get to be married to.  

Ɣ And eYen if doing an\ of ​those things seem ​impossible ​ ​for Xs, JesXs giYes Xs one 
more idea right there in oXr Yerse: ³​pray​ ​for those that persecXte \oX.´ No matter 
hoZ ​hard ​ it is for \oX to loYe \oXr enem\, no matter hoZ ​difficult​ it is for \oX to be 
aroXnd them, one thing Ze can all do is ​pray intentionally ​for them.  

 
So again, these are jXst ​ideas± ​feel free to ​take these and rXn Zith them​. And it Zill 
probabl\ ​take some creatiYit\​, to be sXre. Depending on past interactions Zith them, it 
might take a ​lot ​of creatiYit\. YoX might take a feZ minXtes later toda\, get oXt a sheet of 
paper, and right doZn an\one \oX see as \oXr enem\, and then jot doZn 2-3 creatiYe 
Za\s to loYe and care for them. YoX might Zant to call a brainstorming session Zith \oXr 
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LifeGroXp, let them in on the sitXation, and get them to help \oX think throXgh it. BXt one 
Za\ or another, creatiYel\ loYe and serYe \oXr enemies. 
 
NoZ, becaXse I knoZ hXman natXre, I knoZ ​Zhat man\ of Xs ​feel ​ in response ​ to a 
command like this. We hear ³loYe \oXr enemies and pra\ for those Zho persecXte \oX,´ 
and part of Xs is like, ​well yeah, but that¶s just not an effective way to go about life. If we 
were to love people like that in our life, they would just keep mistreating us as a result. 
Ma\be Ze¶re thinking ​ ​it sounds nice to say love your enemies, but it ​just doesn¶t work ​. 
So let¶s talk aboXt that for a second. Let¶s talk aboXt the belief that non-retaliation and 
loYing \oXr enemies doesn¶t ³Zork.´ So I¶m assXming that b\ sa\ing that, Zhat Ze mean 
is that the ​alternative ​to them±retaliation and getting back at \oXr enemies± ​does ​Zork. 
Or at least that that is ​more ​ effectiYe than Zhat JesXs presents here. So let¶s consider 
Zhether or not that assessment is accXrate.  
 
Imagine this scenario Zith me. Let¶s sa\ there¶s ​somebod\ at \oXr job ​ that jXst 
absolXtel\ hates \oX. For ZhateYer reason, the\ jXst Zant to make \oXr life a liYing 
nightmare. So let¶s sa\ the\ start spreading rXmors aboXt \oX at the office that aren¶t 
trXe, Zhich leads to people in the office starting to ³pick sides´ betZeen \oX and the 
other person. And let¶s sa\ that in retXrn, \oX decide to go and tell the boss that that 
person has been taking off earl\ eYer\ da\ instead of sta\ing Xntil 5:00. And let¶s sa\ 
that in response to that, the other person tells the boss that ​you ​haYe been stealing 
mone\ from the compan\, and gets \oX fired, and then the other person is knoZn as 
³that person Zho got that other person fired´ and eYer\bod\ Zalks on tip-toes aroXnd 
them. ​BecaXse more often than not, ​that¶s​ Zhat life looks like Zhen reYenge and 
retaliation is oXr M.O. So can I ask \oX: does that soXnd like an ​effective ​Za\ to go 
aboXt life ​? ​Does that soXnd like it ³Zorks´ to \oX? 
 
Let¶s do ​another one ​±this one on a slightl\ ​bigger scale ​. And I get that Zhat I¶m aboXt to 
do is a little risk\, bXt I need Xs to see this. Here is a brief sXmmar\ of the past seYeral 
months in the United States of America. Some police officers respond to those resisting 
arrest Zith the e[cessiYe Xse of force, in man\ cases Xnnecessaril\ ​killing ​men and 
Zomen of color. ​Some ​ people ​respond ​ to that e[cessiYe Xse of force Zith Yiolent 
retaliator\ protests, arson, and rioting. In response to that ​rioting ​, oXr president sends in 
marked and ​unmarked ​ officers to ³qXell´ the Yiolence b\ shooting rXbber bXllets and tear 
gas at people (eYen those Zho are protesting peacefXll\). In response to ​that​, ​some ​ of 
the protests groZ ​more ​Yiolent. And responding to ​that​, at least one 17 \ear old 
responds b\ crossing state lines Zith an assaXlt rifle, ​anticipating ​that there Zill be a 
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prime opportXnit\ to Xse it on protestors, and does: he kills tZo people. In response to 
eYents like ​that​, people continXe to threaten, harm, and eYen ​kill ​ some police officers. 
 
SR ​ZiWh all WhaW laid RXW,​ leW Pe aVk \RX Whe VaPe TXeVWiRQ: iV ​retaliation ​³ZRUkiQg´ 
iQ RXU ​countr\ ​? IV ​revenge ​³effecWiYe´?​ ​BecaXse I¶m Zatching all of this go doZn, and 
it sXre doesn¶t seem like it is. And I get that \oX coXld respond b\ sa\ing ³Zell it¶s better 
than it ZoXld be if nobod\ did ​anything ​ aboXt it!´ And ma\be \oX¶re right±I don¶t knoZ, 
becaXse Ze hardl\ eYer approach it that Za\ to find oXt. BXt ​all I¶P Va\iQg iV WhaW if 
Ze¶Ue gRiQg WR caVW dRXbW XSRQ Whe WeachiQgV Rf JeVXV becaXVe Whe\¶Ue QRW 
³effecWiYe,´ leW¶V aW leaVW haYe Whe hXPiliW\ WR adPiW WhaW ​our alternatives ​ aUeQ¶W all 
WhaW effecWiYe eiWheU.  
 
And far ​more importantl\ than Zhat Zorks​ or doesn¶t Zork, this needs to be said: ​Ze 
dRQ¶W Rbe\ JeVXV SUiPaUil\ becaXVe iW¶V ​effective; ​Ze Rbe\ JeVXV becaXVe iW¶V 
faithful.​ ​SR eYeQ if lRYiQg \RXU eQeP\ ZaV Whe leaVW SUacWicall\ ​effective ​ WhiQg iQ 
Whe ​world​, beiQg a fRllRZeU Rf JeVXV PeaQV \RX caUe PRUe abRXW ​faithfulness ​ WhaQ 
effectiveness ​. If \RX RQl\ Rbe\ JeVXV ZheQ iW PakeV lRgical VeQVe WR \RX, \RX¶Ue 
QRW acWXall\ fRllRZiQg JeVXV±\RX¶Ue fRllRZiQg \RXU RZQ UeaVRQ. ​FolloZing JesXs 
means \oX care aboXt faithfXlness to Zhat the ScriptXres teach, and faithfXlness to ​who 
God is​.  
 
Which brings Xs to ​Zhat JesXs sa\s ne[t​. BecaXse ne[t, he la\s oXt Zhat oXr ​motivation 
shoXld be for liYing in this Za\ toZards oXr enemies. ​Wh\, aW Whe eQd Rf Whe da\, 
VhRXld Ze chRRVe lRYe RYeU UeYeQge? ​Here¶s Zh\±look Zith me at Y. 45: 

 
(love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you…) [45] so that you may 
be sons of ​\our Father who is in heaven​. For he makes ​his sun rise ​ on the evil 
and​ on the good, and ​sends rain​ on the just ​and​ on the unjust.  
 

The UeaVRQ Ze chRRVe WR lRYe RXU eQePieV iV ​becaXVe ​that is precisel\ who God 
is ​, aQd ​that is precisel\ what he does ​.​ To illXstrate this, JesXs references ​the ​weather​. 
³​God ​,´ he sa\s, ³caXses the sXn to rise on the eYil ​and ​ the good, and sends rain on the 
jXst ​and ​the XnjXst.´ So \oX and I probabl\ think of sXn as ​good ​, and rain as ​bad ​. BXt 
remember that JesXs Zas speaking to a largel\ ​agrarian ​ societ\: the sXn and the rain 
Zere the tZo ke\ ingredients to making crops groZ±to ​survival ​. And more significantl\, 
the\ Zere the tZo ingredients that \oX as a ​farmer ​had ]ero control oYer. So his point is 
that God the Father generoXsl\ proYides for ​all sorts of people ​±eYen those Zho oXtright 
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oppose him​ and his pXrposes in the Zorld. So ​God himself ​lRYeV ​ ​hiV eQePieV. GRd 
himself ​VeekV afWeU Whe gRRd Rf WhRVe ZhR RSSRVe hiP.  
 
And as most of Xs knoZ, there is ​no clearer e[ample ​ of this than Zhat happened at ​the 
cross.​ Romans 5:10 sa\s that Zhile Ze Zere ​enemies ​of God, he ​reconciled ​ Xs to him b\ 
the death of his son JesXs. God¶s first response to ​his​ enemies Zasn¶t to smite them, or 
take reYenge on them, or nXke them off the face of the planet±bXt rather to send his oZn 
son to die in their place. And that son JesXs±as he breathed his Yer\ last breaths on the 
cross±ZoXld cr\ oXt to those Zho ​put him​ there: ³Father, forgiYe them, for the\ knoZ not 
Zhat the\ do.´ JesXs loYed his enemies, soXght the ​good ​of ​his enemies, ​Xntil the Yer\ 
end. ​That​ is Zhat the postXre of the God looks like toZards those that oppose him. ​AW 
Whe YeU\ heaUW Rf Whe gRVSel PeVVage iV a GRd ZhR SXW RQ fleVh aQd died fRU Whe 
gRRd Rf hiV eQePieV. 
 
And it Zas that act itself that ​gaYe ​us​ the ​ability​ to liYe in the same Za\. B\ the Spirit of 
JesXs liYing Zithin ​us​, Ze can take the same postXre toZards ​our enemies, ​ZhoeYer the\ 
might be.​ ​W​hen Ze choose to ​take up ​ the mantle ​ of ​loving ​ oXr enemies, JesXs sa\s Ze 
become children± ​imitators​±of God himself. We become a ​living, breathing picture ​ of Zho 
God is to a Zorld that desperatel\ needs that pictXre. We become a refreshing, 
distinctiYe presence for a Zorld gone mad Zith hatred toZards their enemies. And that 
has alZa\s been the goal for Xs as folloZers of JesXs: to become a refreshing, 
distinctiYe, coXnter-cXltXral presence in the Zorld. 
 
Which is precisel\ ​Zhere JesXs lands​ in this passage±Y 46:  

 
[46] For if you love those who love you, what reward do you have? Do not even 
the tax collectors do the same? [47] And if you greet only your brothers, what 
more are you doing than others? Do not even the Gentiles do the same? [48] You 
therefore must be perfect, as your heavenly Father is perfect. 
 

JesXs sa\s ​³listen±anybody​ can loYe the people that loYe ​them​.´ ​That takes almost no 
effort​ at all. If someone does good things for \oX, it¶s ​easy​ to do good things for them. If 
someone treats \oX Zell, it¶s eas\ to treat ​them​ Zell in retXrn. ​WhaW WakeV effRUW iV 
lRYiQg Whe SeRSle ZhR ​don¶t​ lRYe \RX.​ Treating the people ​well ​ Zho treat ​you terribly​. 
BXt±and this matters±that is the ethic that faith in JesXs generates in Xs. And it looks like 
nothing the Zorld has eYer seen.  
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What oXr ​societ\ has gotten so Yer\ good at​ doing oYer the past handfXl of \ears is 
tXrning ​friends ​into ​enemies. ​YoX see this eYer\Zhere from emplo\ee Ys. emplo\er to 
Zhite Ys. black to Red state Ys. BlXe state, to Americans Ys. foreigners...and Zho knoZs 
Zhat else. ​This is a ​common ​ practice: Ze take a coZorker, a classmate, a neighbor, an 
acqXaintance, that Ze are in regXlar pro[imit\ to...and once Ze find oXt that the\ are a 
little bit difficXlt, a little bit different, a little bit frXstrating±Ze Zrite them off and decide 
the\¶re on the other team. ​SiQ leadV XV WR WXUQ ​friends ​iQWR ​enemies.  
 
WhaW JeVXV iV VXggeVWiQg ​here ​ iV WhaW Ze WXUQ ​enemies ​ iQWR ​friends ​.​ B\ choosing to 
loYe those Zho oppose Xs and serYe those Zho are against Xs, Ze bXild bridges Zhere 
there Zeren¶t ​weren¶t​ an\. And ​if you ​ decided to loYe \oXr enemies persistentl\, no 
matter hoZ the\ treated \oX, do \oX not think some of them might choose to change 
their ​postXre toZards \oX? If \oX started treating other people Zell consistentl\, do \oX 
not think it might haYe an effect on their attitXde toZards ​others​ too? I think it jXst might. 
BXt again, eYen if it doesn¶t, it¶s still the faithfXl thing to do, becaXse it¶s ​what God did.  
 
So there¶s ​no doXbt​ aboXt it: ​liYing this Za\ Zill be ​ coXnter-intXitiYe, it Zill be challenging, 
and it Zill be difficXlt. There Zill be times Zhere \oX Zant to bail on it and jXst take oXt 
eYer\ bit of frXstration and anger \oX haYe directl\ on those people. BXt in those 
moments, here¶s Zhat I ZoXld offer to \oX. Remember: ​you have the Spirit of the 
resurrected Jesus living in you. You have the servant-hearted, enemy-loving blood of 
Jesus coursing through your veins.​ ​HebreZs 12:3 ​ sa\s it this Za\:  
 

Consider him who endured such opposition from sinners, ​so that \ou will not 
grow wear\ and lose heart.  

 
To be sXre, loYing \oXr enemies is an ​impossible ethic​ to liYe oXt on \oXr oZn ​. No doXbt 
aboXt it. BXt \oX aren¶t on \oXr oZn. YoX haYe the Spirit of JesXs Zithin \oX.  
 
Let¶s pra\ together.  
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