
TKH DaQJHUV RI TKHaWULcaO RLJKWHRXVQHVV 
[Read SaVVage] 
 
SeYeral \earV back, I decided Wo organi]e a ​Vmall lXncheon ​ ZiWh a handfXl of paVWorV 
from oXr ciW\. All WheVe paVWorV had VXcceVVfXl chXrcheV, bXW man\ of Whem didn¶W knoZ 
each oWher, or aW leaVW didn¶W knoZ each oWher ​WhaW Zell. ​So I ZanWed Wo geW Whem all 
WogeWher for lXnch Zhere Whe\ coXld deYelop friendVhipV ZiWh each oWher, and hopefXll\ 
Zhere greaWer parWnerVhipV and kingdom XniW\ coXld happen beWZeen Whem in Whe fXWXre. 
I had no clXe hoZ iW ZoXld go, bXW I ZanWed Wo giYe iW a VhoW.  
 
Reall\, Wo m\ VXrpriVe, Whe ​lXnch ZenW reall\ Zell ​. ConYerVaWionV Zere happening, 
friendVhipV Zere forming±Where ZaV eYen Vome loYing poking fXn of each oWher 
happening±iW ZaV all reall\ good. So I decided, Zhile Whe\ Zere all VWill enjo\ing Walking Wo 
each oWher, Wo Vneak Xp Wo Whe coXnWer and ​pa\ Whe bill ​ for eYer\bod\¶V lXnch. And aV I 
did WhaW, I coXld almoVW feel Whe Velf-congraWXlaWor\ WhoXghWV coming inWo m\ mind: ³Za\ 
Wo go, KenW.´ ³WhaW a VXcceVVfXl lXnch.´ ³TheVe chXrcheV and Whe kingdom are beWWer off 
becaXVe of ZhaW ​\RX ​ did here Woda\.´ ³YoX¶re Whe hero WhaW GoWham needV ​aQd ZaQWV.​´ 
YoX knoZ, Whe normal VWXff \oX Va\ Wo \oXrVelf? I¶m noW Va\ing WhoVe WhingV ​VhRXld haYe 
been going WhroXgh m\ head. JXVW WhaW Whe\ ​ZeUe.  
 
So I ​head back Wo Whe Wable,​ and a feZ minXWeV laWer, all Whe paVWorV VWarW Wo geW Xp, 
conWinXe Wheir conYerVaWionV all Whe Za\ Wo Wheir carV, e[change conWacW info, and head 
home. The\ Zere Vo inWo WheVe neZ relaWionVhipV Whe\ formed WhaW ​QRW a ViQgle SeUVRQ ​ 1) 
Whanked me for VeWWing Xp Whe lXnch, or 2) eYen reali]ed WhaW I ​Said fRU ​Whe lXnch. NoW onl\ 
did Whe\ noW reali]ed ​I had ​paid±Whe\ didn¶W reali]e WhaW ​Whe\ hadQ¶W ​paid! The\ jXVW 
accidenWall\ dined and daVhed! I ZaV deepl\ offended and if I¶m honeVW, a liWWle 
diVappoinWed. I eYen remember Whinking Wo m\Velf, ​Zell WhaW ZaV a ZaVWe.  
 
And ​MXVW OLNH WKaW, WKH HRO\ SSLULW WaXJKW PH a YHU\ LPSRUWaQW OHVVRQ abRXW dRLQJ 
WKH ULJKW WKLQJV IRU WKH ZURQJ PRWLYH. IQ WKaW PRPHQW KH VKRZHd PH WKaW LQ P\ 
KHaUW aW OHaVW, WKaW OXQcK ZaV OHVV abRXW XQLI\LQJ WKRVH SaVWRUV, aQd PRUH abRXW 
beiQg VeeQ aV Whe gX\ ZhR ​XQLILHV SaVWRUV.​ And WhoVe are acWXall\ Yer\ differenW 
WhingV.​ And WhaW, reall\, iV ​ZhaW Woda\¶V paVVage iV aboXW​. IW¶V a paVVage aboXW Whe 
daQgeUV​ of doing WhingV ZiWh Whe Zrong moWiYe. Doing ​gRRd ​ WhingV for a ​bad ​ reaVon.  
 
Toda\ oXr plan iV Wo coYer Whe firVW ​eighWeeQ ​ YerVeV​ of ​MaWWheZ 6 ​ (if \oX ZanW Wo go 
ahead and WXrn Where, \oX can). And if ​eighWeeQ YeUVeV​ VoXndV like a loW Wo coYer, iW¶V 
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becaXVe ​iW iV. ​To m\ knoZledge, I Whink WhaW¶V Whe longeVW paVVage Ze¶Ye coYered in 
MaWWheZ, and ma\be eYer on a Vingle SXnda\ Weaching. BXW here¶V Zh\ I haYe faiWh WhaW 
Ze can make iW happen. EYen WhoXgh Where are eighWeen YerVeV in fronW of XV, Where iV 
reall\ jXVW one, Yer\ Vimple, poinW being made VeYeral WimeV. ​JHVXV KaV RQH cHQWUaO 
idea ​, WKaW KH LOOXVWUaWHV ZLWK WKUHH dLIIHUHQW ​VceQaUiRV ​.​ And Whe big idea Ze find 
arWicXlaWed Yer\ plainl\ in Y. 1. So Wake a look Where ZiWh me, if \oX Zill: 
 

BeZaUe ​[Va\V JeVXV]​ Rf ​SUacWiciQg \RXU UighWeRXVQeVV ​ befRUe RWheU SeRSle ​iQ 
RUdeU WR be VeeQ​ b\ WheP, fRU ​WheQ​ \RX Zill haYe ​QR​ UeZaUd fURP \RXU FaWheU ZhR 
iV iQ heaYeQ.  

 
There¶V Whe concepW. ​If Ze geW​ ZhaW JeVXV Vaid Where, Ze XnderVWand ZhaW he¶V Va\ing for 
Whe reVW of oXr paVVage. So, leW¶V figXre oXW ZhaW he meanV. FirVW, ZhaW doeV iW mean Wo 
³pracWice \oXr righWeoXVneVV´? ​RighWeRXVQeVV​ ​in JeVXV¶ YocabXlar\ inYolYed doing 
an\Whing WhaW ZaV ³righW,´ from God¶V perVpecWiYe. So iW¶V preWW\ ​bURad ​. BXW When he 
menWionV a feZ Vpecific e[ampleV in Whe YerVeV WhaW folloZ. TZo of Whem are ​SUa\eU ​and 
faVWiQg. ​ThoVe are conVidered Za\V of ³pracWicing righWeoXVneVV.´ ​If Ze Zere making a 
liVW Woda\, Ze¶d probabl\ loop in WhingV like reading and VWXd\ing oXr bibleV, pracWicing Whe 
SabbaWh (a da\ of reVW once a Zeek), WhingV like generoViW\ WoZardV oWher people, 
aWWending a corporaWe ZorVhip gaWhering like WhiV one, WhingV like relaWionall\ inYeVWing in 
oWher folloZerV of JeVXV.​ All of ​WhaW​ iV inclXded in ZhaW JeVXV meanV b\ ³righWeoXVneVV´... 
 
BXW Ze alVo menWioned VeYeral ZeekV back WhaW ³righWeoXVneVV´ in JeVXV¶ mind ​alVo 
inclXded a loW of ​ZhaW Ze ofWen call ³​jXVWice ​ ​́ Woda\. ​ThingV like Vpeaking Xp on behalf of 
Whe marginali]ed and oppreVVed, raiVing a Yoice for Whe Xnborn, Wangibl\ helping WhoVe 
Zho are raciall\ diVcriminaWed againVW. ​JeVXV eYen highlighWV one VXch pracWice righW 
here aW Whe beginning of oXr paVVage: he menWionV ​giYiQg WR Whe SRRU. ​In JeVXV¶ da\, 
Where Zere no VWaWe-rXn Zelfare V\VWemV in place. So if Whe poor and Whe marginali]ed 
Zere going Wo be cared for in Wangible Za\V, iW ZaV going Wo happen WhroXgh Whe local 
commXniW\ of belieYerV. And JeVXV Va\V ​WhRVe ​W\peV of WhingV are inclXded in 
UighWeRXVQeVV ​aV Zell.  
// 
So ​an\ and all of WhaW iV inclXded ​ Zhen JeVXV WalkV aboXW ​SUacWiciQg UighWeRXVQeVV. 
Which meanV an\ and all of WhaW iV inclXded in JeVXV¶ Zarning ​abRXW ​pracWicing 
righWeoXVneVV. 
 
So leW¶V Walk aboXW Whe ​VpecificV ​Rf ​Whe ​ZaUQiQg ​WhaW he giYeV​. JeVXV Va\V ³beZare of 
pracWicing \oXr righWeoXVneVV before oWher people, WhaW \oX mighW be Veen b\ Whem.´ So 
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a coXple imporWanW clarificaWionV firVW on ​ZKaW JHVXV ​iVQ¶W ​Va\LQJ​. FirVW, he doeVn¶W Va\ 
³​bHZaUH RI ​SUacWiciQg​ ULJKWHRXVQHVV ​.´ HH dRHVQ¶W VWRS ​WheUe ​. ​Nor ​ZRXld he ​Va\ 
VomeWhing like WhaW. In facW, if \oX remember back from Whe ​laVW​ chapWer of MaWWheZ, 
JeVXV acWXall\ makeV righWeoXVneVV​ a UeTXiUePeQW ​for enWr\ inWo hiV kingdom.  And in 1

WheVe eighWeen YerVeV he¶V going Wo Va\ oYer and oYer again ​ZheQ ​\oX pracWice 
righWeoXVneVV. ​WheQ ​\oX giYe, ​ZheQ ​\oX pra\, ​ZheQ ​\oX faVW. NoW ​if, ​bXW ​ZheQ. ​He 
aVVXPeV​ WhaW hiV people Zill indeed parWicipaWe in righWeoXVneVV. JeVXV iV a big fan of 
pracWicing righWeoXVneVV.  
 
I bring WhaW Xp becaXVe ​in Vome ChriVWian circleV,​ iW VeemV like Ze¶Ye WXrned 
righWeoXVneVV inWo a ​bad WhiQg. ​SomeWimeV Ze call iW b\ iWV oWher name: ​gRRd ZRUkV. ​We 
Va\ WhingV Wo each oWher like ³be carefXl aboXW ​gRRd ZRUkV, ​broWher.´ ³WaWch oXW for doing 
gRRd ZRUkV.´ ​IW¶V almoVW like Ze Whink good ​ZRUkV ​iV VomeWhing Wo be Vcared of. ​I had a 
bXdd\ in college Zho reall\ VWrXggled Wo regXlarl\ Vpend Wime in Whe ScripWXreV. So he 
aVked XV Wo check in on him aboXW iW. So one morning I Vaid, ³he\ Zere \oX able Wo read 
Vome WhiV morning?´ And hiV reVponVe ZaV ³I WhoXghW aboXW iW, bXW Zhen I Zoke Xp I 
didn¶W reall\ ​ZaQW ​Wo, and I didn¶W ZanW Wo be legaliVWic, Vo I didn¶W.´ In hiV mind, for Vome 
reaVon, Whe danger ZorWh gXarding againVW ZaVn¶W hiV lack of a deVire Wo Vpend Wime ZiWh 
JeVXV. The danger in hiV mind ZaV ³good ZorkV´±ZhaW he called ³legaliVm.´ ​And I Whink if 
Ze¶re noW carefXl, iW¶V eaV\ Wo bX\ inWo WhaW logic±WhaW ​UighWeRXVQeVV ​iV VomeWhing Wo ​lRRk 
RXW fRU, ​raWher Whan VomeWhing Wo ​SXUVXe ​. BXW ​WhaW¶V noW ZhaW JeVXV Va\V​±he doeVn¶W Va\ 
³beZare of ​SUacWiciQg ​ \oXr righWeoXVneVV.´  
 
And ​Whe oWher Whing he doeVn¶W Va\​ iV ​³bHZaUH RI SUacWLcLQJ ULJKWHRXVQHVV bHIRUH 
RWKHUV. ​́ He doeVn¶W Va\ Vimpl\, ³beZare of doing good WhingV in pXblic, Zhere oWher 
people can Vee iW. So iW¶V noW Zrong Wo pra\ in pXblic. ​Ne[W Zeek Ze are hoVWing a nighW of 
pra\er and ZorVhip. If doing WhoVe WhingV in pXblic are Zrong, WhaW iV a Yer\ 
poinWleVV±and ma\be eYen VinfXl±eYenW for XV Wo hoVW.​ Similarl\, iW¶V noW Zrong for ​RWheU 
SeRSle ​ Wo be aZare WhaW \oX¶re faVWing or giYing. ​JeVXV​ leWV people knoZ WhaW he iV 
pra\ing ​fUeTXeQWl\​ in Whe goVpelV. Again, back in chapWer 5, iW eYen Va\V ​³​leW \oXr lighW 
Vhine before oWherV, Vo WhaW Whe\ ma\ Vee \oXr good ZorkV and giYe glor\ Wo \oXr FaWher 
Zho iV in heaYen.​´ ​So Whe problem iVn¶W eYen ZiWh doing righWeoXV WhingV ​iQ fURQW Rf​ oWher 
people. ​ThaW¶V ​noW ZhaW he¶V Zarning againVW. 
 
The Zarning JeVXV ​giYeV​ iV againVW doing good WhingV in fronW of oWherV, ​WR be VeeQ b\ 
WheP. ​HLV cRQcHUQ LV QRW ZLWK ​dRiQg ​ULJKWHRXVQHVV RU HYHQ ZLWK ​ZheUe ​ZH dR 
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ULJKWHRXVQHVV²LW¶V ZLWK ​Zh\ ​ZH dR ULJKWHRXVQHVV.​ ThaW phraVe ​³Wo be Veen ​́ in Whe 
Greek iV acWXall\ jXVW one Zord: Whe Zord ​WheaWhƝQai. ​IW¶V Zhere Ze geW ​RXU​ Zord ​WheaWeU. 
And iW meanV qXiWe liWerall\ Wo ³pXW on a VhoZ or VpecWacle´ for oWher people. IW¶V Zhen \oX 
do VomeWhing for Whe e[preVV pXrpoVe of being noWiced, recogni]ed or applaXded b\ an 
aXdience. ​ThaW¶V​ Whe Whing JeVXV ZarnV againVW: noW ​UighWeRXVQeVV iQ geQeUal, ​and noW 
eYen righWeoXVneVV in ​SXblic± ​bXW ​WheaWUical ​righWeoXVneVV: doing righWeoXV WhingV for Whe 
primar\ pXrpoVe of being noWiced doing iW.  
 
And ​JeVXV acWXall\ haV a ​QaPe ​ for people ​ Zho regXlarl\ pracWice WheaWrical 
righWeoXVneVV WhaW he XVeV VeYeral WimeV in WhiV paVVage. Take a look ZiWh me:  
 

Ɣ 6Y2: ​ThXV, ZheQ \RX giYe WR Whe Qeed\, VRXQd QR WUXPSeW befRUe \RX, aV Whe 
h\SRcUiWeV ​ dR iQ Whe V\QagRgXeV aQd iQ Whe VWUeeWV, WhaW Whe\ Pa\ be SUaiVed b\ 
RWheUV. 

Ɣ 6Y5: ​AQd ZheQ \RX SUa\, \RX PXVW QRW be like Whe ​h\SRcUiWeV ​. FRU Whe\ lRYe WR 
VWaQd aQd SUa\ iQ Whe V\QagRgXeV aQd aW Whe VWUeeW cRUQeUV, WhaW Whe\ Pa\ be VeeQ 
b\ RWheUV. 

Ɣ 6Y16: ​AQd ZheQ \RX faVW, dR QRW lRRk glRRP\ like Whe ​h\SRcUiWeV ​, fRU Whe\ 
diVfigXUe WheiU faceV WhaW WheiU faVWiQg Pa\ be VeeQ b\ RWheUV. 

 
So Whe people WhaW pracWice Wheir righWeoXVneVV in order Wo be Veen b\ oWherV, JeVXV callV 
h\SRcUiWeV. ​NoZ Wo me WhiV iV ​reall\ inWereVWing ​. AW Whe Wime Zhen JeVXV VWarWV XVing WhiV 
Zord, iW ZaVn¶W reall\ an inVXlW or a knock like iW iV Wo XV Woda\. IW ZaV anoWher Werm deriYed 
from Whe Zorld of ​WheaWeU​. Generall\, acWorV in a pla\ ZoXld Zear ​PaVkV​ Wo porWra\ Wheir 
YarioXV characWerV. And Whe ​ZRUd ​Wo refer Wo an acWor Zearing a maVk ZaV Whe Zord 
h\SRcUiWe. ​BeVW Ze can Well, ​JeVXV​ ZaV acWXall\ Whe firVW one Wo Wake WhaW Zord, and XVe iW 
Wo call oXW a ​QegaWiYe behaYiRU​ in Whe liYeV of cerWain people. HiV poinW iV WhaW Zhen Ze 
parWicipaWe in ​WheaWUical UighWeRXVQeVV, ​iW iV like Ze Woo are Zearing a maVk. IW¶V like Ze 
are acWorV in a pla\. And JeVXV¶ poinW iV WhaW WhaW iV no Za\ Wo go aboXW being hiV diVciple. 
DoeV WhaW all make VenVe?  
 
So ​Whe qXeVWion, When ​, for ​XV ​Wo ZreVWle ZiWh, iV are Where an\ ​Za\V WhaW ​Ze ​engage ​ in WhiV 
W\pe of WheaWrical righWeoXVneVV? ​ ​Are Where Za\V WhaW Ze are ​h\SRcUiWeV,​ pracWicing oXr 
righWeoXVneVV before oWherV, in order Wo be Veen b\ Whem? 
 
So Whink back oYer ​oXr liVW from earlier​: ​SUa\eU, faVWiQg, Bible UeadiQg, aWWeQdiQg ZRUVhiS 
gaWheUiQgV, diVciSliQg RWheU SeRSle²​ZhaWeYer iW iV. ​AUH WKHUH aQ\ RI WKRVH aUHQaV LQ 
\RXU OLIH ​ZKHUH WKHUH LV a ​diVcRQQecW​ bHWZHHQ \RXU SXbOLc ​SaVViRQ​ abRXW WKRVH 
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WKLQJV, aQd \RXU SULYaWH ​cRPPiWPeQW​ ​WR WKHP?​ The people in \oXr life WhaW YieZ \oX 
aV ​PaWXUe ​in an\ of WhoVe areaV±people WhaW Vee \oX aV a paVVionaWe ZorVhiper, or a 
Zell-YerVed bible reader, or a poZerfXl pra\er..​eU± ​ZoXld WhoVe Vame people be confXVed 
if Whe\ had a 24/7 glimpVe inWo \oXr life? WoXld Whe\ be confXVed if Whe\ VaZ \oXr priYaWe 
commiWmenW Wo WhoVe WhingV, and \oXr pXblic paVVion for Whem? ​The people WhaW YieZ \oX 
aV a perVon ​SaVViRQaWe ​aboXW pra\er and Veeking Whe face of God: ZoXld Whe\ be 
confXVed if Whe\ VaZ ZhaW \oXr priYaWe pra\er life looked like, or Whe lack Whereof? The 
people WhaW Vee \oX here on SXnda\V, handV lifWed in Whe air aV \oX ZorVhip JeVXV, 
ZoXld Whe\ be VXrpriVed if Whe\ VaZ Whe W\peV of WhingV \oXr Wime, energ\, and mone\ go 
Wo on a regXlar baViV±Zhich are fanWaVWic meaVXreV of ZhaW \oX ​ ZRUVhiS ​? ​AUH WKHUH aQ\ 
aUHaV ZKHUH SHRSOH ZRXOd VSRW a ​PiValigQPeQW​ bHWZHHQ \RXU ³​SXblic 
ULJKWHRXVQHVV´ aQd \RXU ³SULYaWH ULJKWHRXVQHVV´? 
 
So jXVW WhiV Zeek, ​aV I ZaV ZreVWling ​ ZiWh WhiV paVVage, I¶ll Well \oX ZhaW I ZaV conYicWed 
of. I felW like Whe Hol\ SpiriW VhoZed me WhaW ofWen, I Zork a loW harder Wo VWXd\ a paVVage 
Zhen I¶m going Wo Weach iW Wo \oX gX\V, Whan I do Zhen I¶m jXVW VWXd\ing iW on m\ oZn. 
NoZ ma\be Where¶V Vome of WhaW WhaW makeV VenVe±Whe VWakeV are a liWWle higher Wo geW iW 
righW Zhen iW affecWV oWher people. BXW aW Whe Vame Wime, if I regXlarl\ ​cXlWiYaWe a habiW ​of 
VWXd\ing a loW harder Wo Weach a paVVage Whan I do Wo XnderVWand iW on m\ oZn, WhaW can 
reall\ eaVil\ become WheaWrical righWeoXVneVV±Zhere I am cXraWing WhiV image of m\Velf 
in fronW of \oX gX\V aV VmarW and Zell-read and knoZledgeable of Whe ScripWXreV, Zhen 
WhaW iVn¶W neceVVaril\ WrXe of m\ ​SUiYaWe ​commiWmenW Wo WhoVe WhingV. ​DoeV WhaW make 
VenVe? ThaW¶V ZhaW Ze¶re aVking here. 
 
And ​don¶W forgeW​ Wo loop in Whe ​jXVWice ​Vide of WhingV​. The people Zho Vcroll WhroXgh \oXr 
Vocial media feedV and Vee \oX raiVing a Yoice and raiVing aZareneVV aboXW an\ nXmber 
of differenW Vocial iVVXeV²ZoXld an\ of Whem be VXrpriVed Wo find oXW hoZ liWWle Wime, 
energ\ and mone\ \oX pXW inWo WhoVe Vame iVVXeV Zhen nobod\¶V ​ZaWchiQg ​? WoXld Whe\ 
VpoW a diVconnecW beWZeen Whe WhingV \oX adYocaWe for, and Whe WhingV \oX¶re acWXall\ 
inYolYed in doing VomeWhing aboXW?  
 
In more recenW \earV, oXr VocieW\ haV acWXall\ ​coined cerWain Werminolog\​ for Whe perVon 
Zho adYocaWeV for caXVeV online, bXW doeVn¶W do mXch elVe aboXW Whem. ​ViUWXe VigQaliQg. 
SlackWiYiVP. ​I knoZ WhaW VomeWimeV WhoVe WermV can be poliWicall\ Zeaponi]ed againVW 
one parW\ b\ Whe oWher. BXW XVXall\ ZhaW Whe\¶re calling oXW iV acWXall\ WhiV Vame criWiqXe 
from JeVXV: ³pracWicing \oXr righWeoXVneVV in fronW of oWherV, Wo be Veen ​b\​ Whem.´ 
The\¶re all VhoZ. The\¶re all WheaWer. The\¶re all XV pla\ing a parW like an acWor in a pla\.  
 

5 



IW makeV me Whink Vpecificall\ of WhaW Wime oYer Whe VXmmer, folloZing Whe deaWh of 
Breonna Ta\lor and George Flo\d, Zhen a loW of people poVWed WhoVe ​black VqXareV​ Wo 
Wheir Vocial media feedV. IW ZaV a black VqXare, accompanied b\ a capWion WhaW Vaid 
VomeWhing like ³I¶m liVWening.´ IW ZaV a Za\ Wo pXblicl\ Va\ WhaW Ze are liVWening Wo Whe 
YoiceV of people of color WhroXghoXW oXr coXnWr\. I poVWed iW, I knoZ man\ of \oX did Woo. 
And WhaW¶V greaW. BXW Zhen iW happened, I Whink a loW of people of color in oXr naWion 
coXldn¶W help bXW Whink, ³bXW ​aUe \RX ​liVWening, WhoXgh?´ PoVWing VomeWhing on Vocial 
media aboXW hoZ \oX¶re liVWening doeVn¶W acWXall\ mean \oX¶re liVWening. And ​I JRW WKH 
YLbH WKaW a ORW RI XV caUHd PRUH abRXW ​beiQg VeeQ aV ​a SHUVRQ ZKR OLVWHQV, WKaQ ZH 
dLd abRXW ​acWXall\ liVWeQiQg.  
 
And liVWen, ​again, Whe problem ​iVQ¶W​ XV ​dRiQg ​ WhoVe WhingV. The problem ​iVQ¶W ​WhaW Ze¶re 
poVWing WhingV like WhaW. The problem ​iVQ¶W ​WhaW Ze are pXblicl\ calling for jXVWice or 
righWeoXVneVV. The problem ​iVQ¶W ​WhaW Ze are paVVionaWel\ ZorVhiping here on SXnda\V 
or paVVionaWel\ pra\ing ZiWh oWher people aroXnd. The problem iVn¶W XV ​dRiQg ​ ​aQ\ Rf WhaW. 
In facW, JeVXV¶ poinW iV WhaW Ze ​VhRXld dR ​ WhingV like WhaW. So Whe ​VRlXWiRQ ​ iVn¶W Wo VWop 
pra\ing, VWop ZorVhiping, VWop reading \oXr bible, VWop raiVing a Yoice againVW 
injXVWice±and iW¶V noW eYen Wo VWop doing WhoVe WhingV in ​SXblic VeWWiQgV​. ​TKH ​VRlXWiRQ​ LV 
WR bH VXUH WKaW RXU ​SUiYaWe cRPPiWPeQW ​WR WKRVH WKLQJV ​PaWcheV ​ RXU ​SXblic 
cRPPiWPeQW ​WR WKHP. TKH VROXWLRQ LV WR PaNH VXUH WKaW RXU ​gRRd ZRUkV ​cRPH IURP 
aQ RYHUIORZ RI ZKaW¶V LQ RXU KHaUW, aQd QRW LQ WKH IRUP RI a PaVN WKaW ZH ​SXW RQ 
ZKHQ WKH PRRd KLWV XV. 
 
So ne[W leW¶V jXVW aVk: ​ZhaW iV Whe ​daQgeU​ ​of WheaWrical righWeoXVneVV? WhaW¶V Whe ​UiVk​, aW 
Whe end of Whe da\? JeVXV acWXall\ anVZerV WhaW here in Whe paVVage. He repeaWV iW 
VeYeral WimeV±bXW iW¶V VXbWle. Take a look aW a feZ differenW YerVeV ZiWh me: 
 

Ɣ 6Y2 ​: ​³ThXV, ZheQ \RX giYe WR Whe Qeed\, VRXQd QR WUXPSeW befRUe \RX, aV Whe 
h\SRcUiWeV dR iQ Whe V\QagRgXeV aQd iQ Whe VWUeeWV, WhaW Whe\ Pa\ be SUaiVed b\ 
RWheUV. TUXl\, I Va\ WR \RX, ​Whe\ haYe ​UeceiYed​ WheiU UeZaUd.​́ ​ Again, in Whe ne[W 
e[ample: 

Ɣ 6Y5:​ ​AQd ZheQ \RX SUa\, \RX PXVW QRW be like Whe h\SRcUiWeV. FRU Whe\ lRYe WR 
VWaQd aQd SUa\ iQ Whe V\QagRgXeV aQd aW Whe VWUeeW cRUQeUV, WhaW Whe\ Pa\ be VeeQ 
b\ RWheUV. TUXl\, I Va\ WR \RX, ​Whe\ haYe ​UeceiYed​ WheiU UeZaUd.​ ​And When one 
more Wime in Whe laVW e[ample: 

Ɣ 6Y16: ​AQd ZheQ \RX faVW, dR QRW lRRk glRRP\ like Whe h\SRcUiWeV, fRU Whe\ diVfigXUe 
WheiU faceV WhaW WheiU faVWiQg Pa\ be VeeQ b\ RWheUV. TUXl\, I Va\ WR \RX, ​Whe\ haYe 
UeceiYed​ WheiU UeZaUd.  
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So ​KHUH¶V WKH SURbOHP ​ ZLWK dRLQJ JRRd WKLQJV SULPaULO\ WR bH ​VeeQ dRiQg​ WKHP: 
WKaW¶V \RXU ​RQl\ ​ UHZaUd​. TKaW¶V aV JRRd aV LW ZLOO ​eYeU ​ JHW.​ ThaW momenWar\ rXVh \oX 
geW, WhaW Wemporar\ booVW in Velf-eVWeem, WhaW qXick hiW of dopamine Zhen Vomeone 
approYeV of \oX±WhaW iV aV far aV iW goeV. NoZ Where¶V no XVe in l\ing aboXW iW: ​WhaW iV a 
gRRd feeliQg ​. I Whink Ze can admiW WhaW Zhen oWher people noWice XV doing VomeWhing 
good, WhaW iV indeed a ​UeZaUd. ​ThaW¶V probabl\ Zh\ JeVXV callV iW...a ​UeZaUd. 
 
BXW aW Whe Vame Wime, if Ze Zere honeVW, I beW Ze ZoXld alVo admiW WhaW ​Ze ofWen pXW an 
aZfXl loW of ​effRUW​ ​iQ ​ Wo ​RbWaiQ ​ WhaW reZard. Ma\be eYen a ​diVSURSRUWiRQaWe ​amoXnW of 
efforW. ​SRPe ​ of XV haYe VpenW oXr ​eQWiUe liYeV​ Zorking ​WiUeleVVl\​, jXVW Wo hear Whe 
occaVional ³good job´ from anoWher perVon. Or ma\be Wo hear Whe occaVional ³good job´ 
from a ​VSecific ​perVon. And ma\be \oX¶Ye hiW momenWV Zhere \oX ​achieYed ​ WhaW. Where 
\oX Zere on Wop of Whe Zorld becaXVe \oX had Vo man\ people Vpeaking Zell of \oX, 
Va\ing good WhingV aboXW \oX, ​SUaiViQg ​\oX. And iW felW ​faQWaVWic. 
 
BXW aW Whe Vame Wime, iW¶V ​neYer qXiWe ​eQRXgh ​, iV iW? Do \oX ZanW Wo knoZ hoZ I ​kQRZ 
WhaW? BecaXVe ​Ze QeYeU VWRS chaViQg iW.​ ​I ZoXld beW Where haV neYer been a momenW in 
\oXr life, or in mine, Zhere Ze ZenW ³\oX knoZ, I Whink afWer people recogni]ing ​WhaW ​Whing 
WhaW I did, I don¶W Whink I need an\ more hXman approYal for Whe reVW of m\ life. I¶m good 
noZ.´ ThaW neYer happened. BecaXVe Whe approYal of people doeVn¶W eYer Veem Wo ​laVW​. 
IW can¶W eYer proYide ​eQdXUiQg ​jo\, ​eQdXUiQg ​Velf-eVWeem. YoX Zill ​alZa\V​ need more.  
 
And ​going back Wo oXr paVVage ​, I find iW Vo inWereVWing WhaW JeVXV¶ Zarning againVW 
WheaWrical righWeoXVneVV iV noW ​VeYeUe ​: he doeVn¶W WhreaWen hell or lighWning bolWV from Whe 
Vk\±none of WhaW. He jXVW Va\V ³if \oX liYe \oXr life for Whe approYal of oWher people, WhaW iV 
all \oX Zill eYer geW.´ YoX ​haYe alUead\ UeceiYed ​\oXr reZard. So hoZ doeV iW feel? Like 
\oX finall\ haYe ZhaW \oX¶Ye alZa\V ZanWed? Or doeV iW feel like probabl\ WomorroZ 
morning \oX¶ll VWarW Whe pXrVXiW all oYer again? Like \oX¶re probabl\ going Wo Vpend Whe 
reVW of \oXr life jXVW geWWing one more hiW of iW?  
 
And WhaW¶V WrXe, ​ZhaWeYer ³VWage ​́ \oX happen Wo be VWanding ​RQ ​. WhaWeYer ​PeWhRd ​ \oX 
are XVing Wo garner Whe praiVe and approYal of oWher people, iW Zill neYer be enoXgh. YoX 
Zill neYer do enoXgh good WhingV, \oX Zill neYer be Veen aV VpiriWXall\ maWXre b\ enoXgh 
people, \oX Zill neYer Vpeak oXW aboXW ​eQRXgh ​ Vocial iVVXeV, \oX Zill neYer geW ​eQRXgh 
praiVe from oWherV Wo feel like \oX can VWop. There Zill alZa\V be more Wo do, anoWher 
injXVWice Wo correcW, anoWher oppreVVion Wo condemn. There Zill neYer eYer be a momenW 
Zhere \oX go ³I¶m good noZ. I¶Ye done enoXgh WhingV, I¶m a good enoXgh perVon in Whe 
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e\eV of eYer\one elVe, I¶m approYed of b\ enoXgh people±I Whink I¶m going Wo Wake Vome 
Wime off from all WhaW.´ TheaWrical righWeoXVneVV Zon¶W leW \oX do WhaW. ​II \RX ​liYe ​ b\ WKH 
aSSURYaO RI SHRSOH, \RX ZLOO ​die ​ VWLOO ZRQdHULQJ LI \RX KaYH LW. TKH daQJHU, JHVXV 
Va\V, LV WKaW \RX¶OO VSHQd \RXU ZKROH OLIH OLYLQJ IRU WKH ​ZURQg UeZaUd​.  
 
So ​ZhaW VhoXld Ze do ​iQVWead ​? ​ Well, JeVXV iV VWraighWforZard aboXW hoZ Whe onl\ Za\ Wo 
fighW againVW WhiV W\pe of performanciVm...iV Wo ​VWRS SeUfRUPiQg ​. ​II \RXU WHQdHQc\ LV WR 
dR aOO NLQdV RI WKLQJV ³WR bH VHHQ b\ RWKHUV,´ WKH RQO\ Za\ WR ILJKW WKaW WHPSWaWLRQ 
LV WR ​VWaUYe ​ ​iW​ RXW. CKRRVH WR UHJXOaUO\ dR WKRVH WKLQJV ZKHUH WKH\ caQ bH VHHQ b\ 
QR RQH H[cHSW GRd KLPVHOI.​ Take a look aW hoZ JeVXV pXWV iW in Whe paVVage: 
 

Ɣ 6Y3-4:​ ​BXW ZheQ \RX giYe WR Whe Qeed\, ​dR QRW leW \RXU lefW haQd kQRZ 
ZhaW \RXU UighW haQd iV dRiQg​, ​VR WhaW \RXU giYiQg Pa\ be iQ VecUeW​. 
AQd \RXU FaWheU ZhR VeeV ​iQ VecUeW​ Zill UeZaUd \RX. 

Ɣ 6Y6: ​BXW ZheQ \RX SUa\, gR iQWR \RXU URRP aQd VhXW Whe dRRU aQd SUa\ WR 
\RXU FaWheU ZhR iV iQ VecUeW.​ AQd \RXU FaWheU ZhR VeeV ​iQ VecUeW​ Zill 
UeZaUd \RX. 

Ɣ 6Y17-18: ​BXW ZheQ \RX faVW, aQRiQW \RXU head aQd ZaVh \RXU face, WhaW \RXU 
faVWiQg Pa\ QRW be VeeQ b\ RWheUV bXW b\ ​\RXU FaWheU ZhR iV iQ VecUeW​. 
AQd \RXU FaWheU ZhR VeeV ​iQ VecUeW​ Zill UeZaUd \RX. 

 
Do \oX Vee Whe paWWern? JeVXV Va\V Whe Wrick Wo fighWing againVW WheaWrical righWeoXVneVV 
iV Vimpl\ Wo make a ​conVcioXV, ​cRQViVWeQW​ efforW Wo do WhoVe Vame WhingV in ​VecUeW​. He 
eYen XVeV WhiV inWereVWing phraVe back in Y. 3, ​³do noW leW \oXr lefW hand knoZ ZhaW \oXr 
righW hand iV doing. ​́ In oWher ZordV, do righWeoXVneVV in VXch a Za\ WhaW eYen ​\RX ​don¶W 
fXll\ reali]e \oX¶re doing iW. NoZ iW mighW be reall\ eaV\ Wo read WhaW and go ³ZhaW doeV 
WhaW eYen mean?´ ³HoZ ZoXld I do VomeWhing in VXch a Za\ WhaW ​I ​don¶W fXll\ reali]e I¶m 
doing iW?´ 
 
Think aboXW iW like WhiV. HaYe \oX eYer goWWen ​in \oXr car​, driYen Wo Zork or Vchool or 
Vome place WhaW \oX driYe Wo all Whe Wime, and noW remembered an\Whing aboXW Whe Wrip 
Where? SorW of like \oX ]oned oXW for Whe Zhole driYe? And if \oX¶re like me, had a brief 
momenW of panic, Whinking ³I hope I didn¶W caXVe an\ accidenWV on m\ Za\ here becaXVe I 
ZaV ​RXW Rf iW​´? Oka\. So ZhaW¶V happening Where iV WhaW \oX haYe done VomeWhing Vo 
man\ WimeV in \oXr life WhaW \oX noZ do large porWionV of iW ZiWhoXW ​acWiYel\ ​Whinking aboXW 
iW. YoXr brain proceVVeV eYer\Whing \oX¶re doing almoVW ​VXbcRQVciRXVl\, ​becaXVe \oX 
haYe become Vo accXVWomed Wo doing iW.  
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Oka\, I Whink ​WhaW iV a picWXre ​ of ZhaW JeVXV iV deVcribing here. ​HH LV VXJJHVWLQJ WKaW 
WKHUH LV a Za\ WR ​dR UighWeRXVQeVV ​VR IUHTXHQWO\ aQd VR UHJXOaUO\ WKaW LW bHcRPHV 
iQVWiQcWiYe WR ZhR \RX aUe ​.​ ThaW iW ofWen becomeV Vecond naWXre Wo \oX, Zhere eYen 
³YoXr lefW hand doeVn¶W knoZ ZhaW \oXr righW hand iV doing.´ 
 
One of Whe beVW e[ampleV of WhiV WhaW I¶Ye eYer knoZn ZaV a gX\ named ​SWeYe ​. SWeYe 
ZaV acWXall\ Whe laWe faWher of one of oXr CiW\ ChXrch memberV, and Zhile he ZaV aliYe, 
SWeYe ZaV one of Whe moVW generoXV people I¶Ye eYer knoZn. The cra]\ Whing iV WhaW 
Zhile Ze kneZ on Vome leYel WhaW he ZaV generoXV, I don¶W Whink hardl\ an\ of XV kneZ 
jXVW hRZ geQeURXV he ZaV ​XnWil afWer he paVVed aZa\±in parW becaXVe he did Vo mXch of 
iW in ​VecUeW, ​ZiWhoXW hardl\ an\bod\ knoZing. BXW afWer he paVVed aZa\, people VWarWed 
Welling all WheVe VWorieV aboXW jXVW hoZ generoXV he ZaV. 
 
One of m\ faYoriWe VWorieV​ came from a friend of mine named Adam. AW one poinW, 
Adam¶V A/C XniW ZenW oXW in hiV hoXVe in Whe middle of VXmmer, and he and hiV famil\ 
had no idea hoZ Whe\ Zere going Wo pa\ Wo haYe iW replaced. I Whink iW ZaV VXppoVed Wo be 
VomeWhing like $19,000. So one nighW Zhile Whe\ Zere Wr\ing Wo figXre all WhaW oXW, none 
oWher Whan SWeYe VhoZed Xp on Adam¶V fronW VWepV, XnannoXnced. And Zhen Adam 
opened Whe door, he Vaid ³Adam, I ZaV Whinking Whe oWher da\ aboXW hoZ difficXlW life ZaV 
Zhen I ZaV in m\ 30V. The kidV Zere Vmall, none of XV Zere geWWing mXch Vleep, and Ze 
didn¶W haYe a Won of mone\ eiWher. BXW Zhen I ZaV in m\ 30V, I pXW aVide Vome mone\, 
and Whe oWher da\ I felW like God ZaV Welling me Wo giYe \oX Vome of iW, becaXVe I reali]ed 
WhaW \oX¶re in ​\RXU ​30V, and I Zonder if life iV difficXlW for \oX righW noZ Woo. So I hope WhiV 
helpV.´ He handed Adam an enYelope, and in Whe enYelope ZaV a check for $19,000. 
 
NoZ±aV ​abVRlXWel\ aPa]iQg ​aV WhaW iV, here iV ​ZhaW I loYe eYen more aboXW WhaW VWor\​. A 
\ear or WZo laWer, Adam and SWeYe Zere hanging oXW, and Adam menWioned VomeWhing 
aboXW WhaW $19,000 and hoZ helpfXl iW ZaV Wo him, and SWeYe jXVW VWared aW him blankl\. 
Adam jXVW figXred he had ]oned oXW or VomeWhing and Vaid, ³SWeYe±I jXVW ZanWed Wo 
make VXre \oX heard me: WhaW mone\ ZaV Vo Yer\ helpfXl Wo me and m\ famil\.´ SWeYe 
reVponded, ³\eah, I¶m Vo glad iW ZaV±I¶m jXVW ViWWing here Wr\ing Wo remember ZhaW \oX¶re 
Walking aboXW. Are \oX VXre iW ZaV me?´ And Adam Vaid ³\eah, I¶m VXre iW ZaV \oX. I don¶W 
forgeW Whe face of a man Zho giYeV me $19,000.´ To Zhich SWeYe Vaid, ³Zell, I belieYe 
\oX, and I¶m glad iW ZaV helpfXl±bXW I VXre don¶W remember doing iW.´  
 
So ​ma\be \oX chalk WhaW Xp ​ Wo SWeYe haYing a bad memor\, and ​Pa\be ​ WhaW ZaV iW. BXW 
\oX knoZ ZhaW ​I​ Whink? ​I WKLQN JHQHURVLW\ aQd a NLQJdRP KHaUW ZaV VR SHUVLVWHQWO\ 
LQWHJUaWHd LQWR SWHYH¶V OLIH±LW ZaV VXcK a UHJXOaU SaUW RI KLV OLIH±WKaW KH RIWHQ 
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IRUJRW KaYLQJ dRQH LW.​ I Whink he had groZn Vo accXVWomed Wo ³pracWicing 
righWeoXVneVV,´ WhaW aW WimeV hiV ³lefW hand didn¶W knoZ ZhaW hiV righW hand ZaV doing.´ 
For SWeYe, giYing Wo people WhaW needed iW ZaV kind of like driYing hiV car Wo Zork. IW ZaV 
him doing iW±he pXW forWh Whe efforW Wo do iW±bXW iW had become VXch a common pracWice in 
hiV life WhaW he regXlarl\ ​fRUgRW​ haYing done iW. And WhaW¶V ZhaW Ze¶re going for. ThaW iV Whe 
kingdom hearW WhaW JeVXV ZanWV Wo creaWe in each of XV. And Whe realiW\ iV WhaW geWWing Wo 
WhaW poinW ​jXVW WakeV ​SUacWice ​.​ The Za\ Ze geW Where iV WhroXgh one Vmall, ​VecUeW​ acW of 
righWeoXVneVV aW a Wime. Doing ZhaW iV good and ZhaW iV righW in ZhaW JeVXV callV ³Whe 
VecreW place,´ Zhere onl\ oXr FaWher VeeV iW, and according Wo JeVXV, Zhere ​he alRQe 
reZardV XV.  
 
NoZ leW¶V Walk ​briefl\​ before Ze¶re done aboXW WhiV idea of ​God ³​UeZaUdiQg´ ​XV​ for doing 
good WhingV. BecaXVe I knoZ WhaW¶V eaV\ for Vome of XV Wo geW hXng Xp on. I greZ Xp in a 
chXrch WradiWion WhaW didn¶W Walk mXch aboXW God ³reZarding´ XV, becaXVe iW felW 
Wheologicall\ Zeird. We VpenW a loW of Wime Walking aboXW hoZ ValYaWion iV a free gifW, and 
Where¶V noWhing Ze do Wo earn iW. So Va\ing WhaW God When ​UeZaUdV ​XV for doing good 
WhingV felW almoVW ​ZURQg ​Wo Va\.  
 
So ​Wo clarif\​ here, JeVXV iV noW Va\ing WhaW ​if \RX dR gRRd WhiQgV, ​God Zill reZard \oX 
ZiWh ​ValYaWiRQ ​ for doing WhoVe WhingV. ThaW¶V noW hiV poinW aW all. ​The aVVXmpWion here iV 
WhaW \oX are ​alUead\ ​a parW of God¶V famil\±hence JeVXV calling God ³\oXr FaWher´ in Whe 
paVVage. The aVVXmpWion here iV WhaW \oX alread\ knoZ \oX are accepWed b\ God baVed 
on ZhaW JeVXV accompliVhed for \oX on Whe croVV and ​QRW​ baVed on an\Whing \oX do. 
 
BXW WhiV cra]\ Whing happenV Zhen \oX reali]e \oX¶re accepWed b\ God no maWWer ZhaW: 
\oX VWarW ​ZaQWiQg ​Wo make \oXr FaWher Vmile.​ LeW me e[plain. ​AV I knoZ I¶Ye menWioned 
before, Ze haYe a foXr \ear old, ​WhiW​. aboXW a \ear and half ago, WhiW became a big 
broWher Wo a liWWle ViVWer named Norah. And for Whe firVW \ear or Vo of her life, WhiW ZaVn¶W 
Whe biggeVW fan of Norah. IW ZaVn¶W WhaW he diVliked her±iW ZaV jXVW WhaW he WhoXghW of her 
kind of like an alien. HiV poVWXre ZaV baVicall\ ³iW¶V oka\ WhaW Vhe¶V here, I gXeVV±aV long 
aV I don¶W haYe Wo be near her or WoXch her or inWeracW ZiWh her in an\ Za\.´  
 
And Vo Ze had Wo reall\ Zork aW geWWing him Wo ​groZ inWo Whe role of a big broWher​. And aV 
a reVXlW, oYer Whe paVW \ear, he reall\ haV. He¶ll do WhingV for Norah, he¶ll giYe her hXgV, 
he¶ll check on her Zhen Vhe geWV hXrW±all VorWV of greaW WhingV for a big broWher Wo do. And 
aW leaVW a loW of Whe Wime, Zhen he doeV VomeWhing good like WhaW, he¶ll go ³Dad, look! I 
picked Xp her VWXffed animal for her.´ ³Dad, look! I goW her a Vnack.´ ³Dad, look! I coXld¶Ye 
pXVhed her doZn bXW I didn¶W!´ ​HH ZaQWV ​Pe ​ WR ​QRWice ​ ZKHQ KH dRHV WKLQJV IRU KHU.  
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BXW here¶V Whe Whing: ​KH¶V QRW dRLQJ WKaW bHcaXVH KH WKLQNV ZH¶OO NLcN KLP RXW​ RI WKH 
IaPLO\ LI KH ​dReVQ¶W. ​RighW? Like if \oX Zalked Xp Wo WhiW and Vaid ³he\ WhiW±Zh\ do 
\oX do good WhingV for \oXr ViVWer,´ I reall\ doXbW he ZoXld Va\, µZell, m\ dad haV made iW 
Yer\ clear WhaW if I don¶W, I Zill be oXW on Whe VWreeWV begging for mone\.¶´ ThaW¶V noW hiV 
moWiYaWion aW all. RaWher, WhiW XnderVWandV WhaW noW onl\ iV being a good big broWher Whe 
righW Whing Wo do, bXW alVo WhaW being a good big broWher makeV hiV dad ​VPile ​. And he 
ZaQWV ​Wo make XV Vmile. NoW becaXVe hiV VWaWXV in Whe famil\ dependV on iW, bXW becaXVe 
hiV VWaWXV in Whe famil\ iV ​VecXUe ​, and aV an eVWabliVhed member of Whe famil\, he ZanWV 
Wo make oWher memberV of Whe famil\ Vmile. And he doeV jXVW WhaW.  
 
And I Va\ all WhaW becaXVe I don¶W knoZ if ​Vome of \oX haYe eYer conVidered ​ WhaW God Whe 
FaWher ​VPileV ​aW \oX. I don¶W knoZ if an\ of \oX knoZ WhaW righW noZ, Zhen Whe FaWher 
VeeV \oX and Whe WhingV \oX do for Whe kingdom and for oWher people and for Whe Zorld, 
he ​delighWV ​in \oX. NoW becaXVe he didn¶W ​acceSW​ \oX ​alUead\​±he did±bXW becaXVe \oX¶re 
hiV kid and he¶V ​SURXd ​ of \oX.  
 
And I Whink ​bHcaXVH VRPH RI XV IaLO WR VHH ​GRd​ LQ WKaW Za\, ZH aUH cRQVWaQWO\ WU\LQJ 
WR PaNH WKH SHRSOH aURXQd XV VPLOH aW XV.​ ​WH ​Qeed WheiU ​ aSSURYaO, bHcaXVH ZH 
WKLQN WKaW¶V WKH RQO\ SOacH LW caQ bH IRXQd.​ We¶re operaWing, fXncWionall\, aV an empW\ 
cXp, conWinXall\ needing anoWher perVon or oWher people Wo fill XV Xp ZiWh Wheir approYal. 
And Ze¶ll do ZhaWeYer iW WakeV for Whem Wo noWice, for Whem Wo look aW XV and Va\ Ze¶re 
doing VomeWhing righW, becaXVe oWherZiVe Ze feel compleWel\ ​ePSW\​. 
 
BXW ​ZKaW LV RIIHUHd WR HacK RI XV ​ WKURXJK WKH JRRd QHZV RI JHVXV LV a FaWKHU ZKR 
accHSWV XV baVHd RQ WKH cURVV, aQd ZKR VPLOHV RQ \RX ​cRQVWaQWl\.​ ​EYen Zhen \oX 
Wr\ Wo do ZhaW¶V righW and \oX fail. EYen Zhen \oX Wr\ Wo do VomeWhing good and iW doeVn¶W 
haYe Whe impacW \oX WhoXghW iW ZoXld. The God of Whe XniYerVe, \oXr FaWher Zho¶V in 
heaYen ​aQd ​in Whe VecreW place, ​VPileV ​on \oX. And Zhen \oX XnderVWand WhaW, \oX¶re no 
longer an empW\ cXp conVWanWl\ needing Wo be filled b\ people¶V approYal and 
recogniWion. YoX are a ​fXll ​ cXp, read\ Wo oYerfloZ ZiWh righWeoXVneVV inWo Whe liYeV and 
people and iVVXeV aroXnd \oX. ​YRX¶UH ZRUNLQJ ​fURP ​a SOacH RI UHcRJQLWLRQ, UaWKHU 
WKaQ ZRUNLQJ ​fRU ​RWKHUV¶ UHcRJQLWLRQ.  
 
So here¶V m\ pra\er for oXr commXniW\ here aW CiW\ ChXrch. M\ pra\er iV WhaW ​each of XV 
ZoXld be Vo laVer-focXVed ​ on Zorking Wo ​SleaVe ​ Whe FaWher ZiWh ZhaW Ze do, WhaW Where iV 
YirWXall\ no difference beWZeen Zho Ze are in ​SUiYaWe ​and Zho Ze are in ​SXblic. ​BecaXVe 
in boWh placeV, Ze are aiming Wo pleaVe Whe Vame perVon: oXr FaWher. LeW¶V pra\ WogeWher. 
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I¶Ye noWiced a Wrend ZiWhin eYangelicaliVm laWel\ WhaW I jXVW call Whe ³InVWagram bible 
reader.´ So Whe Za\ WhiV ZorkV iV WhaW \oX ViW doZn VomeZhere Wo Vpend Wime in Whe 
ScripWXreV, bXW aW Vome poinW Zhile \oX¶re doing WhaW, \oX feel Whe Xrge in \oX Wo VWage a 
ShRWR ​ of \oX Vpending Wime in Whe ScripWXreV. And I do mean ​VWage. ​So ma\be Whe phoWo 
iV \oXr bible aW a perfecW 45� angle on WhiV Vide, \oX¶Ye goW a pXmpkin Vpice ZhaWeYer on 
Whe oWher Vide (bonXV poinWV if \oX can capWXre Whe VWeam coming Xp from Whe drink in Whe 
acWXal phoWo). And When ma\be \oX¶Ye goW Vome fall leaYeV on Whe groXnd in Whe 
backgroXnd WhaW \oX When XVe Whe blXr Wool on Wo help ZiWh \oXr depWh of field. Or ma\be 
\oX grab a leaf or WZo, and place iW carefXll\ on Whe Wable ne[W Wo \oXr coffee. YoX¶Ye goW 
\oXr joXrnal ViWWing doZn beloZ \oXr bible, ZiWh jXVW enoXgh of iW VhoZing in Whe frame Vo 
WhaW people Vee WhaW \oX¶re joXrnaling, bXW noW enoXgh WhaW Whe\ can Vee ZhaW \oX¶Ye 
ZriWWen. Ma\be Where¶V a Volar flare coming in from one Vide, and \oX poVW iW Wo \oXr feed: 
#bleVVed #bible #chUiVWiaQ #jeVXV± ​\oX knoZ, jXVW Wo make VXre people Zho don¶W folloZ 
\oX can VWXmble Xpon \oXr poVW. Ma\be VomeWhing like WhaW¶V \oXr deal.  
 
Or ma\be  
 
 
 
 
Again, iW¶V noW neceVVaril\  
 
 
 
 
IW¶V eaV\ Wo miVV, bXW WhiV iV Whe firVW Wime in ​ZeekV ​WhaW JeVXV ​haVQ¶W ​VWarWed off ZiWh hiV 
formXlaic inWro, ​³\RX haYe heaUd WhaW iW ZaV Vaid.´ ​Here, he VWarWV noW ZiWh a reference Wo 
Whe Old TeVWamenW, bXW ZiWh a ​ZaUQiQg: ​³beZare.´ ThaW Zord meanV Wo giYe \oXr fXll 
aWWenWion Wo VomeWhing, Wo pa\ aWWenWion, Wo look oXW for VomeWhing ​daQgeURXV ​in Vome 
Za\, Vhape or form. So ZhaW iV iW WhaW Ze VhoXld ZaWch oXW ​fRU?  
 
³BeZare,´ JeVXV Va\V of pracWicing \oXr righWeoXVneVV in fronW of oWher people, in order ​WR 
be VeeQ ​ b\ Whem.´ NoZ, before Ze go an\ fXrWher, leW¶V poinW oXW one Whing JeVXV ​iVQ¶W 
Va\ing. JeVXV ​iVQ¶W ​Va\ing ³beZare of pracWicing righWeoXVneVV.´ ​RighWeRXVQeVV, ​in JeVXV¶ 
ZorldYieZ, iV a ​gRRd WhiQg. ​He haV jXVW Wold XV, back in chapWer 5, boWh ³​BleVVed​ aUe 
WhRVe ZhR ​hXQgeU aQd WhiUVW​ fRU UighWeRXVQeVV«​´ aQd ​WhaW ³​...XQleVV [RXU] 
UighWeRXVQeVV ​e[ceedV ​ ​WhaW​ Rf Whe VcUibeV aQd PhaUiVeeV, [Ze] Zill ​QeYeU eQWeU ​ Whe 
kiQgdRP Rf heaYeQ. 
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So VXffice iW Wo Va\, JeVXV iV a ​big faQ ​ of righWeoXVneVV. SXch WhaW he makeV iW a 
reqXiremenW Wo enWer WhiV neZ realiW\ he callV Whe kingdom of God. So he iV noW noZ 
Va\ing WhaW righWeoXVneVV iV a ​bad WhiQg ​. ThaW ZoXldn¶W make an\ VenVe. ​I bring WhaW Xp 
becaXVe in Vome cornerV of eYangelicaliVm, I Whink Ze haYe begXn Wo WreaW ​UighWeRXVQeVV 
aV if iW¶V a ​bad ​Whing. We¶Ye effecWiYel\ made ³good ​ZRUkV​´±a V\non\m for 
³righWeoXVneVV´ a ​bad ZRUd. ​IW¶V become popXlar Wo VWarW ​ZaUQiQg ​one anoWher aboXW 
good ZorkV and ​caXWiRQiQg ​ people aboXW good ZorkV.  
 
And if \oX mi[ WhaW ZiWh a high cXlWXral YalXe of ZhaW Ze call ​aXWheQWiciW\, ​ZhaW \oX ofWen 
geW iV a mindVeW WoZardV faiWh WhaW YieZV good ZorkV aV a bad Whing. AV if God ZoXld 
raWher XV noW do an\Whing good ​aW all ​ XnleVV Ze can do iW from an enWirel\ pXre hearW, ZiWh 
no mi[ed moWiYeV aW all. ​I had a friend in college Zho VWrXggled mighWil\ Wo pXW inWo 
pracWice regXlar Wime in Whe ScripWXreV each morning, learning from Whem aboXW folloZing 
JeVXV. And Zhen I ZoXld aVk him hoZ hiV Wime in Whe morning ZaV going, he ZoXld ofWen 
Va\, ³Zell, I Zoke Xp WhiV morning Wo read, and m\ hearW jXVW ZaVn¶W in iW. And I knoZ if I 
read m\ bible Zhen I don¶W feel like iW, WhaW¶V legaliVWic±Vo I jXVW decided noW Wo do iW WhiV 
morning.  
 
Which iV a fXnn\ VWor\, bXW I Whink iW¶V alVo repreVenWaWiYe of hoZ a loW of people Wend Wo 
Whink Zhen iW comeV Wo doing ³good ZorkV.´ IW¶V like Ze Whink God iV more honored b\ oXr 
ZillfXl diVobedience Whan oXr half-hearWed obedience. NoZ, God doeV ZanW Wo generaWe a 
hearW in \oX WhaW ​ZaQWV ​Wo obe\±WhaW¶V hiV end goal±bXW WhaW doeVn¶W mean Ze VhoXldn¶W 
obe\ XnWil oXr hearW iV 100% in iW. ​If I ZaiWed XnWil m\ hearW ZaV 100% pXre and 100% ​iQWR 
reading m\ bible, I ZoXld neYer read m\ bible.  
 
And on an eYen bigger Vcale, \oX Zon¶W find an\ negaWiYe ​Walk ​in Whe Vermon on Whe 
moXnW aboXW righWeoXVneVV or good ZorkV. ​WhaW \oX ​Zill ​find iV a Zarning aboXW ​ZheUe 
\oX do good ZorkV​, ​and aboXW ZhaW \oXr ​PRWiYaWiRQ ​iV in doing Whem. ThaW¶V ZhaW JeVXV 
geWV inWo in MaWWheZ 6.  
So WhaW Vaid, ZhaW ​iV ​righWeoXVneVV, e[acWl\? We haYen¶W defined Whe Zord \eW. The 
Greek Zord XVed iV ​dikaiRVXQp ​. ​IW can be WranVlaWed ​UighWeRXVQeVV, ​or ​jXVWice, ​or ​gRRd 
ZRUkV. ​IW ZaV a Za\ of deVcribing an\Whing WhaW iV (or ZaV) jXVW aV God ​ZaQWV ​iW Wo be. In 
Whe paVVage, JeVXV menWionV Whree W\peV of ​dikaiRVXQp: ​giYing Wo Whe poor, pra\ing, and 
faVWing. ThoVe coYer ZhaW Ze mighW call ​SiRXV 
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