
 

HRZ WR KQRZ TKaW YRX KQRZ 
Good to see \ou gu\s this morning. If \ou have a bible, turn with me to the book of 
Matthew, chapter 7 ​. If \ou¶re new to our church, ​we are currentl\ stud\ing ​ through the 
book of Matthew over the ne[t few \ears, but we¶re doing it in ​sections: ​a few chapters 
here, a few chapters there, and we¶ll mi[ in other teaching series in the meantime. Toda\ 
will be the last week in ​this​ ​section ​of Matthew. It¶s also the ver\ ​end ​ of Jesus¶ famous 
³sermon ​ on the mount,´ one of his most well-known teachings of all time. 
 
And ​in ​how ​ he ends​, Jesus probabl\ does ​one thing ​ we ​would ​ ​expect​ him to do at the 
end of a sermon, and ​one thing we ​wouldn¶t​ ​e[pect him to do at the end of a sermon. 
The thing we¶d ​expect​ is that ​he simpl\ ​summarizes​ briefl\ ever\thing he has just taught. 
We find that in v. 12±take a look there with me: 
 

[12] ³So whatever you wish that others would ​dR WR \RX​, ​dR aOVR WR WheP ​, for this 
is the Law and the Prophets. 
 

The ​New International Version ​ of the bible actuall\ translates that verse as ³​...this ​VXPV 
XS ​the Law and the Prophets. ​́ What Jesus has been doing ever since chapter five is 
giving us ​his in-depth take ​ on living out the things written in the Law and the Prophets. 
And after doing all that, Jesus here ​summarizes​ ever\thing in one sentence: ³treat other 
people the wa\ \ou wish the\ would treat \ou.´ That¶s what all of this sermon on the 
mount has been about. So ​Jesus, like ​man\ communicators​, summari]es his message 
to close.​ That¶s the part we would ​expect​.  
 
The thing we probabl\ ​don¶t​ e[pect​ is the ​next​ part. ​Because ​unlike ​ a lot of 
communicators ​today​, Jesus ​doesn¶t ​then wrap his sermon up with an emotional plea, or 
a heartwarming stor\, or a warm invitation.​ Instead, he ends his sermon with a series of 
warnings​. ​With a series of stark contrasts between those who genuinel\ follow him, and 
those who don¶t. It seems like Jesus¶ intention here wasn¶t to leave people feeling good 
or inspired or uplifted. It seems like his goal was to±as much as possible±draw cr\stal 
clear lines around who was ³in´ and who was ³out´ when it comes to his kingdom. 
SLPSO\ SXW, JHVXV LQ WKLV SaVVaJH ZaQWV WR KHOS XV GHWHUPLQH ZKR ​iV ​ a CKULVWLaQ 
aQG ZKR ​iVQ¶W​ RQH. ​That¶s his goal.  
 
Now, ​something I¶ve noticed ​ the longer I¶ve been around evangelicalism is that we often 
reall\ ​struggle ​with that idea. ​We struggle ​ to state definitivel\ or confidentl\ where 
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anyone ​ is at with Jesus. We discourage it with statements like ³well who am I sa\ where 
the\¶re at with Jesus?´ Or ³well that¶s onl\ between them and God.´ Or ³well man looks 
at the ​outward ​ appearance, but the ​Lord ​ looks at the ​heart​.´ We tend to ​get reall\ 
nervous​ about making an\ hard and fast assessments about where people are at with 
Jesus. 
 
I think ​some ​ of us even struggle to know whether ​we ​ourselves​ ​have a genuine 
relationship with Jesus (if we¶re honest). ​For me, growing up in the church, I would 
constantl\ go on these \outh retreats all over the Southeast. And at least once on each 
trip, the mainstage speaker would give an invitation to either ³give \our life to Jesus,´ or 
³​rededicate ​\our life to Jesus.´ And I personall\ was prett\ sure I had alread\ ³given m\ 
life to Jesus,´ but just to be sure, I responded to just about ever\ one of those invitations 
when the\ were given. It just seemed like something \ou wanted to be ​sure ​ about. I think 
I got saved in at least five different states in the Southeast between the age of about ten 
and eighteen. Because in m\ head, ​I just wasn¶t sure. ​And whether it involves retreat 
invitations or not, ​I WKLQN a ORW RI XV FaQ LGHQWLI\ ZLWK WKH H[SHULHQFH RI ​XQceUWaiQW\ 
ZKHQ LW FRPHV WR NQRZLQJ ZH VWaQG ZLWK JHVXV.  
 
But ​JHVXV GRHVQ¶W ZaQW XV WR bH QHUYRXV ​ RU XQFHUWaLQ.​ He wants to help bring ​clarity 
(one wa\ or another) to people¶s relationships with him. And I think ​that ​is what he¶s 
attempting to do here. For the rest of our passage, Jesus is going to give us ​four​ ​marks 
(indicators) ​of a person who genuinel\ knows and follows him. And as we walk through 
each of these, I want \ou to think through people ​you know ​ that ​claim​ to follow Jesus, 
but also take a good long look at \our ​own ​ life, and use what Jesus sa\s to honestl\ ask 
the question, ³based on what Jesus sa\s, do ​I​ understand what it means to follow 
Jesus?´ And use that to wrestle through the things Jesus mentions here. Oka\, the first 
mark of whether or not someone follows Jesus is... 

WaONLQJ a GLIILFXOW SaWK (Y. 13-14) 
[13] ³Enter by the ​QaUURZ​ ​gaWe ​. For the gate is wide and the way is ​eaV\ ​ that 
leads to destruction, and those who enter by it are ​PaQ\ ​. [14] For the ​gate is 
QaUURZ​ and the way is ​haUd​ ​(or ​difficult​)​ ​that leads to life, and those who find it are 
feZ​. 

 
So this language about ³gates´ and ³paths´ would¶ve been ​familiar​ ​to Jesus¶ audience. 
Man\ cities were surrounded b\ large, ​towering walls​ that protected them from invasion. 
And there were onl\ a handful of wa\s to get ​inside ​ the walls of the cit\±generall\, 
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through ³gates´ in the walls. And different ​gates​ led to ​different​ parts of the cit\. If \ou 
went through one gate called the ³sheep gate,´ it would take \ou to the central 
marketplace ​ in the ​middle ​of the cit\, where sheep and cattle were bought and sold. If 
\ou took ​another​ gate, it might take \ou on a path that spit \ou out into the ro\al palace 
of the cit\ where the kings and officials were. The ​gate ​ \ou chose determined the ​path 
\ou took, which in turn decided \our ​destination ​.  
 
So Jesus uses ​that ​imagery​ to talk about following Jesus.​ The ​wide gate ​ leads to the 
easy way. ​If \ou live e[actl\ like ever\one else in the world does, \ou won¶t encounter 
much resistance to how \ou¶re living at a cultural level. But that path, Jesus sa\s, will 
end ​ in ​destruction ​. On the ​other​ hand, ​WKH ​QaUURZ​ ​gaWe ​RI a UHOaWLRQVKLS ZLWK JHVXV 
OHaGV WR WKH ​difficXOW Za\ ​RI ​diVciSOeVhiS​,​ but it ends in ​life ​. It ends with ​becoming who 
God made you to be all along. ​But ​here¶s the kicker​: whichever one \ou choose, it 
comes as a ​package ​ deal. This isn¶t a mi[-and-match t\pe of situation. You don¶t get to 
enter through the ​Jesus gate, ​and then choose to walk the ​easy path– ​that¶s just not how 
it works.  
 
I sa\ that ​because it tends to be a popular notion ​, at least here in the Bible Belt, that if 
\ou make a one-time decision to become a Christian, that¶s more or less all \ou need. 
You can prett\ much do whatever \ou want from that point on, because \our eternal 
destin\ is determined b\ that one spiritual transaction \ou made with Jesus wa\ back 
when. But that understanding doesn¶t seem to work within Jesus¶ analog\, does it? 
Because that would be sa\ing that \ou can pick the ​narrow gate, ​but then the ​easy ​path. 
But ​that¶s not an option ​ in Jesus¶ framework. And listen: the problem isn¶t necessaril\ 
that \our decision was ​insufficient​±the problem is that \ou misunderstood the ver\ 
nature of the decision \ou were making.  
 
Because ​choosing the narrow gate necessaril\ means​ choosing the ​difficult ​path. ​Think 
about some of those things we¶ve discussed in the sermon on the mount so far: how 
Jesus said we approach ​sex ​as followers of Jesus. How he said we should relate to our 
enemies​. How he said we should relate to our ​money ​and ​possessions. ​There¶s not a 
single one of these teachings that is ​easy ​to live out​ ​in our da\ and age. You will not put 
an\ of this into practice if \our goal is to take the path of least resistance. Followers of 
Jesus enter through the narrow ​gate, ​which means the\ ​follow the difficult path.  
 
But followers of Jesus are ​willing to ​endure ​that path ​, ​despite ​ the difficult\ ​of ​it. ​There¶s a 
stor\ in the gospel of John ​ where Jesus sa\s some tough things to a group of people, 
and the\ all ​walk away ​from him​ ​as a result. The\ decide ​not ​to follow Jesus because it 
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was going to be tougher than the\ thought it was. So Jesus turns to his disciples after 
those other people leave and sa\s ³are \ou gu\s going to leave too?´ And one of the 
disciples looks at Jesus and sa\s ³Jesus±where would we ​go ​? Where else would we go, 
who else would we follow? ​You ​hold the words of life.´ ​That¶s ​the posture of a follower of 
Jesus. Not that we don¶t struggle, not that we don¶t have doubts±but that even in those 
moments, our response is ³where else would I go? Jesus, ​you ​are the onl\ one worth 
following.´  1

 
Jesus is sa\ing that ​LI \RX ZaQW WR VSRW a OHJLWLPaWH IROORZHU ​ RI JHVXV, ZaWFK WKHLU 
OLIH ZKHQ WKH JRLQJ JHWV WRXJK​. That¶s when \ou¶ll know. The\¶ll struggle, but the\¶ll 
struggle from ​inside ​the relationship with the Father. The\¶ll cr\ out, but the\¶ll cr\ out 
towards ​the Father. The\¶ll doubt, but the\ will ​ push through ​ it rather than let it push 
them away.​ People will ask them wh\ the\ still follow Jesus, and the\¶ll respond like the 
disciples and sa\ ³where else would I go? ​He ​holds the words of life.´ ​YRX VHH, 
IROORZLQJ JHVXV ZKHQ WKH Za\ LV ​eaV\ ​ LV ORJLFaO±\RX FRXOG bH GRLQJ LW HQWLUHO\ 
bHFaXVH RI WKH SHUFHLYHG bHQHILWV. FROORZLQJ JHVXV HYHQ ZKHQ LW¶V ​difficXOW​ PHaQV 
\RX¶UH GRLQJ LW bHFaXVH RI ZKR JHVXV LV±bHFaXVH KH LV WKH RQO\ Za\ WR OLIH.  
 
That¶s the ​first​ mark​ of someone who genuinel\ knows and follows Jesus: ​following a 
difficult path. ​Here¶s the second one...  

BHaULQJ RbVHUYabOH IUXLW (Y. 15-20) 
[15] ³Beware of false prophets, who come to you in sheep's clothing but inwardly 
are ravenous wolves. [16] ​YRX ZiOO UecRgQi]e WheP b\ WheiU fUXiWV ​. Are grapes 
gathered from thornbushes, or figs from thistles? ​(Some of us are like ³I don¶t ​think 
so? ​Idk. But if we were farmers like much of ​Jesus¶ ​ audience, we would all answer 
instinctivel\, ​no ​.)​ [17] So, ​every ​heaOWh\ ​ ​WUee ​ bears ​gRRd fUXiW​,​ but the ​diVeaVed 
WUee ​ bears ​bad fUXiW​. [18] A healthy tree cannot bear bad ​fUXiW​, nor can a diseased 
tree bear good ​fUXiW​.​ ​[19] Every tree that ​dReV QRW beaU gRRd fUXiW​ is cut down 
and thrown into the fire. [20] ​ThXV \RX ZiOO UecRgQi]e WheP b\ WheiU fUXiWV ​. 
 

So Jesus ​specifically​ la\s out ​this​ ​test​ for​ proclaimed followers of Jesus who are 
³​prophets​.´ Prophets were essentiall\ spiritual ​leaders, ​or people who claim to speak on 
behalf of God ​ into our lives. ​So ​we probabl\ don¶t use that terminolog\ ​today​, but it 
would likel\ include people like ​pastors​±people with m\ job±who shepherd people on 
how to follow Jesus. It would also include other ​pastors and authors and podcasters​ that 

1 See John 6:60-69, specificall\ v. 66-69. 
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we ​listen ​to for those same t\pes of reasons. It could refer to ​therapists​ that we defer to 
often to tell us how to live and how to think. But it also could appl\ to ​anyone ​ ​in our life 
that ​we view as spirituall\ ​mature ​±an\one we have given the space and the authorit\ to 
consistentl\ speak into our lives from a spiritual perspective.  
 
SR JHVXV¶ JRaO ZLWK ​WhiV SaUW​ RI WKH SaVVaJH LV WR ​KHOS XV NQRZ​, aV IROORZHUV RI 
JHVXV, ​ZKLFK RI WKRVH SHRSOH ZH VKRXOG ​OiVWeQ​ WR​.​ ​How do we know if ​those people 
know Jesus, and therefore if we should give them consistent authorit\ into our lives? 
Because ​anybody​ can ​sound ​ ​like ​ the\¶re solid. An\one can ​sound ​like the\¶re worth 
listening to. That doesn¶t mean the\ ​are ​. Jesus sa\s that sometimes these ​false 
prophets​ will show up in ³sheep¶s clothing.´ The\¶ll ​look​ just like ever\one else. The\¶ll 
look ​normal. ​Ver\ few people that want to lead \ou astra\ preface it with ³oka\, this is 
the part where I lead \ou astra\!´ ​It¶s usuall\ a lot more subtle and sneak\ than that. 
 
So the question is ​how do we tell the ​difference ​ ​between ​true ​ prophets and ​false ​ ones? 
How can we tell when we ​should ​give someone spiritual authorit\ into our lives, and 
when we ​shouldn¶t​? Jesus sa\s there¶s one ver\ important wa\: look at the ​fruit ​of their 
life ​. ​He sa\s repeatedl\ in v. 15-20, ³\ou will recogni]e them b\ their ​fruit. ​You¶ll ​know 
them b\ their ​fruit.​´ ​Fruit ​in the bible often refers to someone¶s ​character. ​An\bod\ can 
sound ​ smart and convincing and clever and compelling. But \ou can¶t fake ​character– ​at 
least not for ​long.  
 
Because ​character takes ​time.​ ​It¶s ​eas\ for us to miss the metaphor​ Jesus gives here: 
when \ou and I want ​³fruit,​´ we drive five minutes to the grocer\ store and we bu\ some 
fruit that¶s waiting there on the shelves for us. But Jesus¶ audience would not have heard 
it that wa\ at all. He¶s talking to an ​agrarian ​ societ\±tons of farmers within earshot of this 
teaching. When Jesus said ³fruit,´ the\ would¶ve thought ³if I want fruit, that means I 
need to get ​seed ​, ​till ​ the ground, plant the seed, water it, cultivate it, and then in two to 
ten \ears, I¶ll have some fruit.´ Growing fruit was a slow, gradual, ​meticulous​ process. It 
required care and attention and persistence±but more than an\thing, it required ​time. 
That¶s the imager\ Jesus invokes to talk about the development of character. It takes 
time. 
 
YRX ​FaQQRW PLFURZaYH ​ ​chaUacWeU.​ ​Sure, \ou ​can ​fake ​ general ​niceness​ ​and 
pleasantness. ​But Jesus isn¶t just talking about that±he¶s talking about ​faithfulness​, 
goodness​, ​self-control ​, ​patience ​. Those are things that \ou can¶t fake for long without 
people finding out. So Jesus sa\s when it comes to who \ou allow unfettered access to 
speak into \our life, take note of their ​character. ​How do the\ treat their ​spouse? ​How do 
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the\ interact with their ​kids​? How do the\ treat their ​roommates​? What do the people 
who know them ​best ​sa\ about them? Or does ​anybody​ know them well enough to ​say 
an\thing about them (if not, that should be a red flag right off the bat).​ ​A SHUVRQ¶V 
chaUacWeU ​ ZLOO RIWHQ UHYHaO ZKHWKHU WKaW SHUVRQ MXVW OLNHV bHLQJ LQ aXWKRULW\ ​RYeU 
RWKHU SHRSOH, RU ZKHWKHU WKH\¶YH aFWXaOO\ LPSOHPHQWHG WKH WKLQJV WKH\¶UH WHOOLQJ 
\RX LQWR WKHLU RZQ ​Oife ​. 
 
And just to be abundantl\ clear, ​I¶m including ​myself​ ​in this. I¶m including the other 
people \ou see up on ​this​ stage talking about Jesus. You shouldn¶t receive ​anything we 
say​ up here just because we¶re ​up here ​. Don¶t accept what we sa\ just because it 
sounds ​right, or was ​communicated ​ well. Evaluate what we sa\ based on its consistenc\ 
with the Scriptures, and based on our ​character​. Are ​our ​lives ​consistent​ with the things 
we¶re telling \ou to base ​your ​lives on? If \ou don¶t know us that well, ask other people 
that ​do ​know us, ³should I listen to them, or should I not?´ ​Jesus sa\s before \ou give 
anyone ​ complete authorit\ and influence into \our life, be as sure as \ou can that their 
character ​can be trusted.  
 
Now I ​get ​that we obviousl\ ​can¶t know that about ever\​ podcaster or online pastor we 
listen to±I get that. But ​WKaW MXVW PHaQV ZH VKRXOGQ¶W bH ORRNLQJ WR WKHP aV ​Whe 
SUiPaU\ ​VRXUFH RI​ ​VSLULWXaO aXWKRULW\ LQWR RXU OLIH.​ ​It¶s kind of ​cra]\ to me that I have 
to sa\ this​, but in toda\¶s world, it does need to be said: ​a pastor hundreds of miles away 
who posts their sermons online cannot be ³your pastor.´ A person who hosts a podcast 
where they talk about Jesus cannot be your primary source of discipleship to Jesus.​ ​A 
therapist cannot be the only voice of authority into your life.​ ​Feel free to ​listen ​ to them to 
learn, to take and sift through what¶s good and what¶s bad±but ​IRU aQ\bRG\ \RX WUXVW 
IXOO\ ZLWK VSLULWXaO aXWKRULW\ LQ \RXU OLIH, ​ORRN aW Whe ​ ​fUXiW​.​ The ​fruit ​will tell \ou 
whether or not the\ practice what the\ preach, and therefore whether or not \ou should 
give them authorit\ into \our life. Does that make sense? The second mark is ​bearing 
observable fruit. ​Number 3 is: 

DRLQJ WKH ZLOO RI GRG (Y. 21-23)  
[21] ³​NRW eYeU\RQe ​ who says to me, µLord, Lord,¶ will enter the kingdom of 
heaven, ​bXW​ the one who ​dReV Whe ZiOO Rf P\ FaWheU ZhR iV iQ heaYeQ​.​ [22] On 
that day many will say to me, µLord, Lord, ​did Ze QRW SURSheV\ ​ in your name, and 
caVW RXW dePRQV ​ in your name, and ​dR PaQ\ PighW\ ZRUNV ​ in your name?¶ [23] 
And then will I declare to them, µI never ​NQeZ​ ​\RX​; depart from me, you workers of 
lawlessness.¶ 
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So here, I think Jesus offers an ​important clarification to what Jesus ​just​ said about fruit​. 
And that¶s that b\ ​³fruit,´ ​he doesn¶t mean ³people that do impressive spiritual things.´ He 
doesn¶t mean ³people who ​appear​ spiritual.´ Because here, there are a group of people 
that did ​impressive ​ spiritual ​things, ​and \et didn¶t​ ​know Jesus. ​A person can use 
spiritual-sounding language all the time, and still not know Jesus. A person can be the 
most passionate worshiper \ou¶ve ever seen and still not know Jesus.​ ​A person can 
know tons of bible and still not know Jesus.​ ​What does Jesus sa\ ​is ​a sign ​ of knowing 
Jesus? It¶s right there in v. 21: ³...those ​who ​dR Whe ZiOO​ Rf P\ FaWheU ZhR iV iQ heaYeQ. 
The sign of a genuine follower of Jesus is someone who ​does ​God¶s will.  
 
Now there ma\ be ​few ideas that feel more ​mysterious​ ​than the e[pression ​³God¶s will.´ 
I¶ve learned that if \ou work for a church, and \ou offer an\ t\pe of class or seminar 
about ³God¶s will,´ people will come out in ​droves​ to attend it.​ Because ​we all ​want, so 
desperatel\, to know ​ what God¶s will for our life is. And usuall\, we all feel a bit lost as to 
what God¶s will for our life is. It just feels so ​ambiguous​ to so man\ of us.   
 
But do ​\ou know what¶s interesting ​ to me? ​In the bible ​, the idea of God¶s will is ver\ 
rarely​ ambiguous. A ​majorit\ of the time, ​doing God¶s will ​ ​is actuall\ ver\ straightforward. 
For e[ample, in 1 Thessalonians it sa\s that the will of God is for us to ​abstain from 
sexual sin ​and e[ercise self-control. It also sa\s in 1 Thessalonians that the will of God is 
for us to be ​thankful ​ in all circumstances. In 2 Peter it sa\s that the will of God is for us 
all to ​repent ​of our sin. In 1 Timoth\ 2 it sa\s that God¶s will is that we would ​pray ​for 
other people.​ I could go on±but do \ou see how God¶s will in the bible is often wa\ 
clearer and more knowable than we sometimes think it is?  
 
We might even sa\ that ³doing the will of God´ in Jesus¶ language, is simpl\ ​aligning our 
lives​ with what ​God ​ clearl\ sa\s our lives should look like. And Jesus sa\s those who 
trul\ follow Jesus are those who ³do the will of God.´ So if \ou come across someone 
who sa\s and does impressive spiritual things ​in the name of God, ​but refuses to 
implement what the Scriptures clearl\ teach into their life, there¶s a good chance the\¶re 
not actuall\ a Christian. But if \ou see somebod\ who leads a ver\ normal, 
run-of-the-mill life, does ver\ few impressive things±but fights to align ​every​ aspect of 
their life with who Jesus is±there¶s a good chance that person ​is ​a Christian. Because 
the mark of following Jesus is ​doing the will ​of God. 
 
Which leads us to our ​final test​, which is: 
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PUaFWLFLQJ WKH WHaFKLQJV RI JHVXV (Y. 24-27) 
[24] ³Everyone then who hears these words of mine ​aQd dReV WheP ​(or some 
translations sa\ ³​puts them into practice ​´±that person)​ will be like a wise man who 
built his house on the rock. [25] And the rain fell, and the floods came, and the 
winds blew and beat on that house, but it did not fall, because it had been founded 
on the rock. [26] And everyone who hears these words of mine and ​does not​ do 
them ​(or does ​not ​put them into practice)​ will be like a foolish man who built his 
house on the sand. [27] And the rain fell, and the floods came, and the winds blew 
and beat against that house, and it fell, and great was the fall of it.´ 
 

I¶m ​going to be brief​ on this last one simpl\ because we¶ve taught on this passage ​many 
times before as a church famil\.  But I do want \ou to see that ​WKH FRQWUaVW LQ WKHVH 2

IRXU YHUVHV ​ ​iVQ¶W​ bHWZHHQ WKRVH ZKR KHaU JHVXV¶ WHaFKLQJV aQG WKRVH ZKR ​dRQ¶W 
KHaU WKHP.​ ​IW¶V QRW HYHQ bHWZHHQ WKRVH ZKR ​agUee ​ ZLWK JHVXV¶ WHaFKLQJV aQG WKRVH 
ZKR ​dRQ¶W ​aJUHH ZLWK WKHP. TKH FRQWUaVW LV bHWZHHQ WKRVH ZKR ​SUacWice ​JHVXV¶ 
WHaFKLQJV aQG WKRVH ZKR ​dRQ¶W​ ​SUacWice ​WKHP.​ Do \ou see that? 
 
I bring that up simpl\ because ​I ​know ​ us as a church ​. I know that probabl\ not man\ of 
us have ​disagreed ​with the things Jesus has been teaching us over the past three-plus 
months. I doubt there were man\ of us who heard Jesus telling us to deal with our 
resentment back in chapter five and went ³I disagree! I think resentment is a ​delightful 
thing, and we should hold onto it for as long as we can!´ I doubt an\ of that happened in 
us±I doubt an\ of us disagreed intellectuall\. But ​at the same time ​, ​I bHW WKHUH ​aUe ​ a ORW 
RI XV ZKR KaYH aJUHHG ZLWK HYHU\ ZRUG RXW RI JHVXV¶ PRXWK LQ WKH VHUPRQ RQ WKH 
PRXQW, aQG VWLOO aUH ​acWiYeO\ UeViVWiQg​ SXWWLQJ VRPH RI WKHP LQWR SUaFWLFH.​ But Jesus 
sa\s ​that¶s​ what matters: not whether or not we ​agree ​ with what he sa\s, but whether we 
hear ​and do ​what he sa\s. Whether or not we put them into ​practice ​. 
 
Now, ​Jesus¶ e[pectation certainl\ ​isn¶t​ that we have to put his teachings into practice 
perfectly. ​His point ​isn¶t​ that ​no part of our life ​can ever be inconsistent with his 
teachings; otherwise ​none ​of us would be the house ³built on the rock.´ There would be 
no such thing ​as a house built on the rock. Ever\ single one of us will ​struggle ​with 
putting these things into practice. But ​WKHUH LV a GLIIHUHQFH bHWZHHQ ​VWUXggOiQg ​WR SXW 
WKHP LQWR SUaFWLFH aQG ​chRRViQg QRW WR ​SXW WKHP LQWR SUaFWLFH ​.​ Struggling ​with 
something indicates that there is that there is an ideal \ou¶re shooting for, and that \ou 

2 Listen to those teachings ​here ​ or ​here ​ or ​here ​.  
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sometimes fall short of that ideal. Some of us aren¶t struggling±we¶re deciding to not aim 
at all.  
 
If \ou have moved in ​ with \our bo\friend or girlfriend, \ou aren¶t ​struggling ​to put Jesus¶ 
teachings on se[ into practice±\ou¶ve ​chosen not ​to put those teachings into practice. If 
\ou e[clusivel\ watch and read news outlets that stoke animosit\ towards the other 
political part\±whoever that is±\ou¶re not ​struggling ​to put Jesus¶ teachings on loving 
\our enemies into practice. ​All of us ​struggle ​to put Jesus¶ teachings into practice, but 
followers of Jesus never choose ​not ​to put them into practice.  
 
And Jesus sa\s what often ​reveals​ whether or not a person has put these things into 
practice is ​what happens when the rain comes​. When ever\thing in \our life hits the fan, 
that often shows \ou what \our foundation trul\ is. ​And what an interesting time to teach 
that idea. Because at least for a lot of us, things are currentl\ hitting the fan. A worldwide 
pandemic. Cra]\ divisive political climate. Some of us have lost jobs. Some of us have 
had our hours cut. Some of us are struggling financiall\. Some of us are an[ious. And at 
least for most of us, at bare minimum, our rh\thms of life have been significantl\ 
interrupted.  
 
But that also means ​ZKaW a ​gUeaW​ WLPH WR ​accXUaWeO\ eYaOXaWe ​ ​ZKaW IRXQGaWLRQ ZH¶YH 
bHHQ bXLOGLQJ RXU OLIH ​RQ​.​ What has this difficult season e[posed about \our life? When 
the pandemic hit and things got difficult, were the spiritual disciplines in \our life the first 
things to go? Was ​church ​the first thing to go? Was LifeGroup and relationships with 
other followers of Jesus some of the first things to go? If so, ​GRHVQ¶W WKaW UHYHaO WKaW 
WKH Za\ RI JHVXV ZaVQ¶W aOO WKaW FHQWUaO WR \RXU OLIH WR bHJLQ ZLWK?​ If all it takes is for 
life to get a little more difficult for following Jesus to be the furthest thing from \our mind, 
I think that shows us that following Jesus wasn¶t the foundation in the first place±it was 
an add-on. But if when life gets tougher, that stuff sta\s, it reveals that that is the 
foundation ​of \our life.  
 
So...​following a difficult path, bearing observable fruit, doing the will of God, ​and 
practicing the teachings of Jesus. ​That¶s what it trul\ means to belong to Jesus. And if 
those four things seem like a lot to \ou, consider this: reall\, those are just four wa\s of 
sa\ing the same thing. The\¶re all different wa\s to sa\ that following Jesus means  
LQWHJUaWLQJ WKH Za\ RI JHVXV LQWR WKH IabULF RI RXU OLYHV. WH¶UH FaOOHG QRW MXVW WR 
NQRZ ZKR JHVXV LV RU NQRZ ZKaW KH Va\V abRXW OLIH±bXW WR ​OiYe RXW ​ZKaW KH Va\V 
abRXW OLIH, aQG OLYH LQ UHOaWLRQVKLS ZLWK KLP.  
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Another wa\ to put that​ is that it reall\ all comes down to ​authority​. ​Look with me at ​v. 
28-29 ​: 
 

[28] And when Jesus finished these sayings, the crowds were astonished at his 
teaching, [29] for he was teaching them as ​RQe ZhR had ​aXWhRUiW\ ​, and not as 
their scribes. 

 
A relationship with God through Jesus ​comes down to ​authority.​ ​An\one can ​like 
Jesus±he was in some wa\s, a prett\ ​likeable ​ gu\. An\one can think Jesus said some 
clever or helpful things. A ​follower of Jesus, ​though, is someone who gives Jesus 
authority ​into their life. Someone who sa\s to Jesus, ³whatever \ou sa\, goes.´ 
³Whatever \ou want of me, is what I want.´ ³And whatever \ou sa\ I should do, is what I 
will do.´ That¶s the posture of someone who has given Jesus ​authority ​into their life.  
 
I¶ll put it one other wa\: \ou ​can¶t ³friend ]one ​́ Jesus. Does ever\bod\ know what I 
mean b\ that e[pression ³friend ]one´? ​Oka\, I think some people, especiall\ here in the 
South, tr\ to ​friend zone ​Jesus. The\ want to have him available to them when the\ need 
him, the\ want him to help with things when the\ get in a bind, the\ want to pick and 
choose the parts of his teachings that the\ think are ​helpful ​ and leave behind the ones 
that feel too ​burdensome ​. But it doesn¶t work that wa\. Following Jesus is about ​rightly 
recognizing the authority​ that Jesus claims over ever\ square inch of our lives, and ever\ 
square inch of the universe itself. To friend ]one Jesus is in actualit\ to reject him 
altogether. ​JHVXV LVQ¶W aXGLWLRQLQJ WR bH aQ ​adYiVRU ​ WR \RXU OLIH±KH¶V ULJKWIXOO\ 
FOaLPLQJ ​aXWhRUiW\ ​RYHU \RXU OLIH.  
 
Now I¶m aware that there ma\ not be ​a word we¶re more averse to ​±at least for m\ 
generation and \ounger±than the word ​authority​. But what \ou need to understand is 
that Jesus is an altogether different t\pe of authorit\. His authorit\ isn¶t derived from a 
man-made title or position, or an org chart, or a gender or a race. His authorit\ comes 
from him being God in the flesh, and from the fact that ever\ single thing he teaches, he 
embodies. ​I love Eugene Peterson¶s translation of v. 29±he sa\s (about Jesus) ³​It was 
apparent that he was ​living ​ ever\thing he was ​saying ​.​´  
 
So it¶s ​not just that Jesus ​should ​ ​get authorit\ over \our life±it¶s also that ​he¶s ​worthy ​of 
it​. When \ou encounter the Jesus of the bible±the Jesus who poured out his life for 
sinners, the Jesus who spent his time with the weak and the poor, the Jesus who went to 
the cross for his enemies, \ou see that he is ​worthy ​of giving our lives to. And when \ou 
see him that wa\, he¶s ​worth ​ the difficult path. He¶s worth the time it takes for his 
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presence to bear fruit in \our life. His will is worth following ​. ​And his teaching is worth 
building our life ​on.  
 
So here¶s the thing: no doubt, there are ​man\ of \ou ​ in this room ​that ​know ​ all of this​. 
There are so man\ of \ou who have decided that Jesus is worth it all and have given 
\our life to him accordingl\. Praise God for that. There are ​others of \ou ​ who might be 
reali]ing for the first time this morning that \ou ma\ have ​misunderstood ​ what a 
relationship with Jesus is±and I praise God for that ​clarity. ​If \ou want to talk to someone 
about that this morning, feel free to grab \our LifeGroup leader, or te[t them, or come 
down front and we¶d love to talk to \ou about beginning a genuine relationship with 
Jesus.​ And ma\be for ​\et others​ of us, we¶re a little ​confused ​. Ma\be \ou need to spend 
some time this week with those who love Jesus and know \ou best and ask for their 
honest feedback: where do the\ think \ou¶re at with all of this? That would no doubt be a 
valuable, fruitful conversation to have.  
 
But this morning, ​like Jesus, I don¶t have an emotional stor\​ or heartwarming invitation 
for \ou. All I have for \ou is the question Jesus laid before us: which ​way​ are \ou going 
to choose? The eas\ wa\ or the difficult one? The shifting foundation or the solid one? 
That is the question that determines ever\thing else in \our life. That is the question that 
can lead \ou to death or to life±and m\ pra\er is that \ou choose life. You have Jesus¶ 
teachings±what are \ou going to do with them? 
 
Let¶s pra\. 
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