
DRXbW DXe WR DiVaSSRiQWPeQW (11:1-19)
Good to see \ou gu\s. If \ou have a bible, turn with me to Matthew 11. If \ou¶re new to
our church, we are in the middle of a multiple-\ear series straight through the book of
Matthew in the bible. And Matthew, if \ou¶re new to church in general, is essentiall\ an
earl\ biograph\ of the life of Jesus.

And as \ou ma\ have noticed from the different colored bulletin on \our wa\ in, toda\ we
are beginning a new section of the book of Matthew that we¶ve subtitled responses to the
kingdom. Essentiall\, in chapters 11-13 of Matthew¶s gospel, the focus is on how
different people react and respond to the news of God¶s in-breaking kingdom. How the\
respond, in a nutshell, to Jesus. And in each of these responses, we get a window into
the often-controversial nature of the kingdom.

And in many cases, we also see reflections of our own responses to the kingdom in their
responses. The\ can serve as a mirror of sorts to our own hearts. And that¶s certainl\ the
case in toda\¶s passage. Toda\, we¶re going to focus on John the Baptist¶s response to
the kingdom of God. It centered around a question that John asks Jesus, and behind
that question I think is an e[perience that at least a lot of us can identif\ with. So let¶s
take a look. Chapter 11, starting in v. 1:

[1] After Jesus had finished instructing his twelve disciples, he went on from there
to teach and preach in the towns of Galilee. [2] When John, Zho Zas in prison,
heard about the deeds of the Messiah, he sent his disciples [3] to ask him, “Are
you the one Zho is to come, or should we expect someone else?”

Oka\, if \ou were around when we began our Matthew series earl\ last fall, that¶s where
we were first introduced to this gu\ known as John the Baptist. There, he was this
somewhat eccentric, prophetic figure who lived out in the wilderness, eating locusts and
wild hone\, and wearing nothing but a jacket made out of camel¶s hair. Which are some
ver\ specific lifest\le choices to make.

But then he was in the wilderness; where we run into him now, he¶s in prison. We¶ll find
out a few chapters later why he¶s in prison, but it wasn¶t for doing an\thing wrong. It was
for calling out the moral corruption of a particular political leader of his da\. He did that,
and that ruler threw him in prison. But while he¶s in there, he hears about the t\pes of
things Jesus is doing: healing the sick, raising the dead, cleansing lepers, casting out
demons.
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And it prompts a question in John about Jesus¶ identity. His question is ³Jesus, are \ou
the one who is to come, or should we be e[pecting someone else?´ That language, ³the
one who is to come´ was a wa\ of referring to someone Israelites knew as ³the
Messiah´±this  king-like figure who was going to show up on the scene, set things right
for the Jewish people, e[ecute justice on their oppressors, and usher in the kingdom of
God. So obviousl\ there was a lot of anticipation around who that figure would be. John
wants to know if Jesus is that figure, or if the\ should be waiting on somebod\ else.

Now here¶s what¶s interesting to me about John asking that. This is the same John the
Baptist who was born as a miracle bab\, based on a fulfillment of prophec\, to a woman
named Eli]abeth who was well past child-bearing \ears. This was the same John who,
as a bab\ in his mother¶s womb, lept, when Mar\ came near, pregnant with the Messiah.
This is the same John who was ph\sicall\ present in Matthew 3 when Jesus is bapti]ed,
the heavens open up, and an audible voice from heaven sa\s ³this is m\ beloved son, in
whom I am well pleased.´ This is the same John who sa\s about Jesus at one point
³behold, the Lamb of God who takes awa\ the sins of the world.´

M\ point being that John is not e[actl\ sitting on a lack of evidence or e[periences that
point to Jesus¶ legitimacy as the Messiah. Right? John has probabl\ e[perienced more
first-hand undeniable e[periences with the divine than most of us toda\ ever will. // And
\et, at this point in the stor\, he is e[periencing uncertainty about Jesus¶ identit\. So call
that doubt, call that skepticism or cynicism–but bare minimum, it is uncertainty about
Jesus. Now I bring that up in part because there¶s this reall\ popular m\th floating
around the Church that if \ou have enough faith and see God do enough undeniable
things in \our life, \ou¶ll never e[perience doubt or uncertaint\ about following him. But
nobod\ ever told John that. Because here he is±a prophet of God, a fulfillment of
prophecy himself–and he is e[periencing real, actual doubt about who Jesus is.

So it¶s worth asking: what had changed for John? How had he gone from relative
certainty about Jesus¶ identit\, to uncertainty about it here? What changed? I think we
could sum it up with the phrase ³unmet e[pectations.´ John had e[pectations about who
the Messiah would be and what he would do, and Jesus (at least at this point) had not
met all of those e[pectations. There were some things that the Messiah was supposed
to do that Jesus had done, and others that he hadn¶t \et. One of the ones he hadn¶t done
much of was bringing judgment on those opposed to God.

And \ou¶ve got to think that at least some of this was personal for John: he was currentl\
rotting in prison because of a wicked ruler who was opposed to the things of God. And it
at least didn¶t seem like Jesus was doing an\thing to remed\ that situation. So JRhQ had
e[SecWaWiRQV, likel\ aW a WheRlRgical and SeUVRQal leYel, WhaW JeVXV ZaV QRW \eW
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PeeWiQg. AQd that ZaV geQeUaWiQg uncertaint\ abRXW ZhR JeVXV ZaV. IW ZaV dRXbW,
dXe WR diVaSSRiQWPeQW.

And if we could be honest, isn¶t this often where doubt comes from? From unmet
expectations? From disappointment? As much we might like to pretend that doubt is
purel\ intellectual and objective±it often isn¶t. Or at least it doesn¶t start that wa\. I¶ve
been doing ministr\ for a while now. I¶ve had the privilege of walking with quite a few
people through seasons of doubt and uncertaint\. And still, I have \et to meet a person
who meets Jesus, has a great e[perience following Jesus, has a great e[perience with
other Christians±and then just reads a book b\ a smart atheist one da\ and goes ³wow
I¶ve never thought about it that wa\ before±I don¶t think I can be a Christian now.´
No±generall\, there is some t\pe of e[perience (or experiences) behind the doubt.

And quite often, it¶s an e[perience of disappointment. When we decide to follow Jesus,
we often have a picture in our heads of what following Jesus will look like and feel like.
Or ma\be we have a picture in our heads of what our lives will look like as a result of
following Jesus.

Ɣ Ma\be we think that if we follow Jesus, our lives will go well. Ma\be we think he
will protect us from certain t\pes of suffering or difficult\. And then we follow
Jesus, and our dad gets cancer. Our mom gets Al]heimers. We have a friend die
tragicall\ or wa\ too \oung. And our life just doesn¶t go like we thought it would go.

Ɣ Ma\be we think that if we follow Jesus, he will eventuall\ provide us with the
perfect person to date and/or marr\. And then our 20s come and go, our 30s come
and go, our 40s come and go...and the perfect person still hasn¶t come. God never
did what we thought he was gonna do.

Ɣ Ma\be we think that if we follow Jesus, he will lead us into career success or
financial stabilit\ of some sort. And then we follow Jesus, and we end up working
the same dead-end job for 10, 20, 30 \ears±ma\be even struggling to make ends
meet. God doesn¶t do the thing that we were fairl\ certain he was gonna do.

And we could go on with e[amples, but I don¶t know that we have to. I WhiQk if Ze ZeUe
bUXWall\ hRQeVW, Ze all haYe e[pectations Rf RXU life ZiWh JeVXV WhaW haYe QRW gRQe
Whe Za\ Ze WhRXghW Whe\ ZRXld gR. That haV cUeaWed disappointment. AQd VR
RfWeQ, diVaSSRiQWPeQW leadV WR doubt. Ma\be it leads to doubt right awa\, or ma\be it
sows tin\ little seeds that eventuall\ grow into doubt. But that¶s how it often happens,
whether we¶re aware of it happening or not. John, I would argue, is having some version
of that e[perience here in our passage. So he sends word to Jesus to get some
clarification on who Jesus is±is he the Messiah, or is he not? So let¶s look at Jesus¶
response, v. 4:
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[4] Jesus replied, “Go back and report to John Zhat \ou hear and see: [5] The
blind receive sight, the lame walk, those who have leprosy are cleansed, the deaf
hear, the dead are raised, and the good news is proclaimed to the poor.

Oka\±basicall\, Jesus¶ answer to the question ³are \ou the Messiah?´ is yes. But \ou
ma\ have missed it because he goes about his answer in a somewhat roundabout,
cr\ptic, Jesus\ sort of wa\. What he does is quote from several ke\ passages in the
book of Isaiah about the t\pes of things the Messiah would do: the blind would see, the
lame would walk, the lepers would be cleansed±so on and so forth. He sa\s, essentiall\,
³go tell John that I am doing all the things the Messiah is supposed to do.´

But there is one glaring omission from the passages Jesus quotes. Another significant
thing that Isaiah said the Messiah would do is ³set the prisoner free.´ And in other
passages where Jesus quotes these lines from Isaiah, he includes that line.1 But here he
doesn¶t. Wh\ not? I mean it¶s not like Jesus just forgot about that part of who he was
supposed to be. Most commentators sa\ that he leaves that line out as a sort of hidden
message to John. He¶s sa\ing, ³John, I am the one \ou and ever\one has been waiting
for. But that doesn¶t mean \ou¶re going to make it out of prison.´ And he¶s right. We find
out later that John will not make it out of prison alive±in fact, he¶ll be beheaded while he¶s
in there.

Now just for a second, can we tr\ to imagine how it would¶ve felt for John to get this
news? John has been giving his entire life over the kingdom of God. He¶s lived out in the
wilderness, he has forgone an\ t\pe of creature comfort imaginable to live a life of
obedience and sacrifice. He is now in prison for doing precisel\ the t\pe of thing he was
supposed to do in obedience to God...and Jesus just told him it is going to end horribly
for him as a result. I mean, can \ou imagine the disappointment? The letdown? The
frustration? And then can \ou imagine how eas\ it would be for the doubt to set in?

I think that last part is wh\ Jesus tacks on this line at the end, v. 6:

[6] Blessed is anyone who does not stumble on account of me.”

To ³stumble´ in the Jewish vernacular was to fall into sin and/or away from God because
of something. Stumbling meant something had tripped \ou up to the point that \ou could
no longer believe in God or his message at all. After communicating to John in so man\
words that he likel\ will not meet all of John¶s e[pectations as the\ stand, Jesus sa\s

1 See Luke 4:18.
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that John is blessed if he can deal with that realit\. BleVVed iV Whe SeUVRQ ZhR caQ
deal ZiWh disappointment ZiWhRXW iW WXUQiQg iQWR disbelief. BleVVed iV Whe RQe ZhR
caQ Zrestle ZiWh dRXbW ZiWhRXW beiQg defeated b\ iW. That¶s Jesus¶ message for John.
And if \ou¶re thinking ³\eah, that sounds great±but how do I do that?´ \ou¶re asking the
right question. We¶re going to get there before we¶re done toda\.

For now, I want us to keep following the stor\. Because Jesus is going to sta\ on this
topic of unmet e[pectations, but he¶s going to talk now about people¶s unmet
e[pectations of John. Pick it back up with me in v. 7:

[7] As John¶s disciples were leaving, Jesus began to speak to the crowd about
John: “What did you go out into the Zilderness to see? A reed swayed by the
wind? [8] If not, what did you go out to see? A man dressed in fine clothes? No,
those who wear fine clothes are in kings¶ palaces.

So Jesus here is addressing different expectations people had of John the Baptist. He
sa\s ³when \ou went out to the wilderness (where John was), what e[actl\ did \ou
e[pect to find there? A reed swa\ed b\ the wind?´ This was an e[pression used to
describe a person who was easil\ swa\ed b\ other people¶s opinion of them. But
remember: John was living off the land, eating bugs and beehives, and wearing camel¶s
hair. If \ou¶re leading that kind of life, I think we can safel\ sa\ \ou have e[perienced
freedom from what people think of \ou, right? You ma\ struggle with a lot of things±but
fear of man isn¶t one of them. So people should¶ve known that that¶s not what the\ were
getting in John the Baptist.

Then he sa\s ³oka\...then what did \ou e[pect to see±a man dressed in fine clothes?´
Also no±I would remind \ou once again of the camel¶s hair jacket. That¶s not who \ou
should¶ve e[pected John to be either. So who was John supposed to be? Look at  v. 9...

[9] Then what did you go out to see? A prophet? Bingo. Yes, I tell you, and more
than a prophet. [10] This is the one about Zhom it is Zritten: “‘I will send my
messenger ahead of you, who will prepare your way before you.¶ [11] Truly I tell
you, among those born of women there has not risen an\one greater than John
the Baptist; yet whoever is least in the kingdom of heaven is greater than he. [12]
From the days of John the Baptist until now, the kingdom of heaven has been
subjected to Yiolence, and Yiolent people have been raiding it. [13] For all the
Prophets and the Law prophesied until John. [14] And if you are willing to accept
it, he is the Elijah who was to come. [15] Whoever has ears, let them hear.
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Oka\, Jesus just said a lot of things all at once. Let¶s tr\ to break a few of them down
together. FiUVW, JRhQ iV SUeciVel\ ZhR Whe ScUiSWXUeV Vaid he ZRXld be. Jesus is
sa\ing to the crowds, ³John ma\ not be who you e[pected him to be, but he is precisel\
who the Scriptures said he would be: he was a prophet.´ He wasn¶t a pushover, he
wasn¶t a pampered king±he was a prophet.

And prophets in the Bible have a long histor\ of being persecuted, opposed, and even
suffering violence because of the task and mission God gives them. Because at the end
of the da\, their job is to speak out about God and against people¶s sin. People tend not
to like especiall\ that second part. So Whe facW WhaW JRhQ iV QRZ iQ SUiVRQ fRU dRiQg
SUeciVel\ WhRVe VRUWV Rf WhiQgV ultimatel\ VhRXldQ¶W haYe VXUSUiVed aQ\bRd\...if
the\ were rooted and grounded in the Scriptures. John was a prophet±this is what
happens to prophets.

The second thing I think is worth pointing out is hRZ highl\ JeVXV VSeakV Rf JRhQ Whe
BaSWiVW. Did \ou catch that? ³Among those born of woman there has not risen an\one
greater than John the Baptist.´ That¶s high praise from the son of God. Notice: JRhQ
Pa\ be XQceUWaiQ abRXW JeVXV, bXW JeVXV dReV QRW VSeak QegaWiYel\ abRXW JRhQ.
He lifts him up, holds him up as an e[ample, even.

But notice, that¶s immediatel\ followed b\ this statement: ³whoever is least in the
kingdom of heaven is greater than John.´ Here¶s what he means: aV gUeaW aV JRhQ iV,
aQd aV VigQificaQW aV hiV URle iQ Whe kiQgdRP ZaV±iW VWill SaleV iQ cRPSaUiVRQ WR
WhRVe ZhR Zill geW WR Vee Whe kiQgdRP cRPe iQ iWV fXllQeVV. Though John got to pla\
this vital, pivotal role, the most insignificant follower of Jesus who comes after him will be
³greater´²and get to see greater things—than John. Because in man\ wa\s, this is the
end of the road for John. He¶s in prison, he¶s going to be singled out, and then e[ecuted.

So do notice that as much as Jesus raves about John, it still does not change John¶s
circumstances. Do \ou see that? Jesus sa\s all these incredible things about John, all
while sending word back to him that he will not make it out of prison alive. JRhQ¶V
negatiYe ciUcXPVWaQceV VhRXldQ¶W be PiVcRQVWUXed aV GRd¶V disapproYal Rf hiP,
aQd GRd¶V approYal Rf JRhQ dReV QRW PeaQ WhaW hiV circumstances Zill WXUQ RXW
like he ZaQWV WheP WR. Do \ou see that tension?

Oka\. If I could just offer \ou some pastoral advice, in light of that: dR QRW iQWeUSUeW Whe
circumstances in \our life aV a VigQ Rf GRd¶V SRVWXUe WRZaUdV \RX. Do not make the
mistake of thinking that good circumstances in \our life are signs of God¶s approval, and
bad circumstances in \our life are signs of God¶s disapproval. That simpl\ is not how
God works.
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So just think about it: things are going really well for Vladimir Putin right now, as a
manner of speaking. He is ver\ ³successful´ if \ou want to use that term. And still, I don¶t
think that means that God¶s approval is on him or his actions. And conversel\, things
went prett\ poorl\ for Jesus overall in his life on earth±crucifi[ion and all±and \et I think
God approved of ever\ single thing that he did. So do \ou see wh\ we can¶t use our
circumstances as the metric of God¶s posture towards us? The world is too broken and
God is too good to view \our life that simplisticall\. GRd iV VR PXch beWWeU WhaQ kaUPa.
In this stor\, we see that there is not a one-to-one relationship between \our
circumstances, and God¶s posture towards \ou.

And finall\, JeVXV cRQQecWV JRhQ¶V PiQiVWU\ WR hiV RZQ. B\ calling John both ³the
messenger who would prepare the wa\´ and ³the Elijah who is to come,´ Jesus is
honoring John, but also indirectl\ claiming that he himself is the Messiah. The Old
Testament prophets said that before the Messiah showed up, there would be a final
prophet or ³messenger´ who would prepare people for his arrival. And the\ said that that
messenger would be like Elijah, or would come in the spirit and likeness of Elijah. Jesus
is sa\ing John is indeed that messenger. Which means that Jesus is the Messiah.

Which sets up our final few verses. Read with me v. 16-19:

[16] “To what can I compare this generation? They are like children sitting in the
marketplaces and calling out to others: [17] “‘We played the pipe for you, and
you did not dance; we sang a dirge (a funeral song), and you did not mourn.¶ [18]
For John came neither eating nor drinking, and they say, ‘He has a demon.¶ In
other words, \ou sa\ he¶s crazy. [19] The Son of Man (a.k.a. JeVXV hiPVelf)
came eating and drinking, and they say, µHere is a glutton and a drunkard, a
friend of tax collectors and sinners.¶ But Zisdom is proved right by her deeds.”

So in describing some people¶s response to him and to John the Baptist, Jesus uses this
metaphor about children in the marketplace. Jesus often uses children as illustrations,
sometimes positivel\ and sometimes negativel\. Here it¶s negative. One of the things
about children±especiall\ small children±is that at times, the\ have a hard time
imagining a world where ever\thing doesn¶t cater directl\ to them and their desires,
right? A child thinks ever\one should pla\ the game that they want to pla\. The\ think
ever\one should operate on the schedule that they want to operate on. The\ think
people should do what they want them to do. Right? As the dad of a five-\ear-old and an
almost two-\ear-old, I can personall\ verif\ from e[perience that this is something
children do, quite often.
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So Jesus uses that word picture and sa\s that¶s sort of like what the people of Israel are
doing. The\¶re frustrated that John isn¶t pla\ing their game, and the\¶re frustrated that
Jesus isn¶t pla\ing their game. The\¶re disappointed that John isn¶t meeting their
e[pectations, and the\¶re frustrated that Jesus isn¶t meeting their e[pectations. So iW¶V
alPRVW aV if±and follow me here±Whe problem iV QRW ZiWh JRhQ or ZiWh JeVXV. IW¶V
alPRVW aV if Whe SURbleP iV ZiWh SeRSle¶V e[pectations of JRhQ aQd JeVXV. It¶s
almost as if people had e[pected these two men to be something that neither of them
had claimed to be in the first place.

And I wonder if \ou and I don¶t sometimes make the same mistake when it comes to
Jesus. I ZRQdeU if VRPeWiPeV, Whe UeaVRQ JeVXV dReV QRW PeeW our e[SecWaWiRQV iV
becaXVe RXU e[pectations Rf hiP aUe acWXall\ off. Because \ou do know the one one
wa\ to be perpetuall\ disappointed in somebod\, right? B\ e[SecWiQg WheP WR be
VRPebRd\ Whe\ aren¶t? I wonder if sometimes the reason we are disappointed b\
Jesus is because we are holding him to promises that he never made. I wonder if
sometimes the reason we get frustrated with him is because we have e[pected him to
answer some pra\ers that he never promised to answer. And I wonder if we get bitter at
Jesus because we e[pect him to give us things he has not promised to give us. SR
Pa\be Whe SURbleP isn¶t WhaW Ze haYe WUXVWed GRd aQd he haV failed WR cRPe
WhURXgh. Ma\be Whe SURbleP iV WhaW Ze haYe e[SecWed GRd WR be VRPeWhiQg aQd
VRPeRQe WhaW he iVQ¶W.

Listen±as difficult as this ma\ be for some to hear, God has not promised \ou a stellar
career. God has not promised \ou a beach house or a mountain house or a lake house.
God has not promised \ou a spouse. God has not promised \ou an amazing marriage.
God has not promised \ou well-behaved angel kids. He hasn¶t promised \ou a
trouble-free or conflict-free e[istence. GRd haV QRW SURPiVed WR Pake all \RXU ZildeVW
dUeaPV cRPe WUXe. And listen: God ma\ ver\ well still choose to provide some of those
things for \ou. But he has not promised any of them to \ou. GRd¶V SURPiVe WR \RX iV
not WhaW if \RX fRllRZ hiP, WhiQgV Zill gR Zell fRU \RX aV a UeVXlW. JXVW aVk JRhQ Whe
BaSWiVW abRXW WhaW. JXVW aVk an\ Rf JeVXV¶ disciples. JXVW aVk JeVXV himself, fRU
WhaW PaWWeU. ThaW iV QRW Whe SURPiVe Ze¶Ue giYeQ.

RaWheU, Whe SURPiVe Ze¶Ue giYen iV WhaW JeVXV iV Zorth folloZing, regardless Rf hRZ
Zell WhiQgV gR aV a UeVXlW. God¶s promise is that he is enough, no matter what
circumstance comes. His promise is that ³in this world, there will be trouble–but that we
can take heart, for he has overcome the world. His promise isn¶t that he will give us
ever\thing we want±but that he will give us ever\thing we need. And that as we follow
him, he will mold and shape our hearts to want the things that he wants. And his promise
is that ultimatel\ one da\ he will deliver a world in which there is no disappointment,
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because all will be as it should be. God doesn¶t e[ist to give us what we want±he e[ists
to give us something far better.

Are \ou with me? And understanding that protects us from e[pecting God to be
somebod\ he never claimed to be. It helps align our e[pectations with realit\, and keeps
us from falling into unbelief and disbelief.

So that¶s one Za\ WR guard against dRXbW dXe WR diVaSSRiQWPeQW: b\ ZRUkiQg WR
Pake VXUe WhaW RXU e[SecWaWiRQV abRXW JeVXV aUe Whe UighW e[SecWaWiRQV iQ Whe fiUVW
Slace. That helps a lot. That¶s a preemptive wa\ to address it. But still, there are going to
be moments where we are disappointed. There are going to be moments where we¶re
frustrated, even angry, at how things pla\ed out in our life and how God could¶ve allowed
them to pla\ out like that. And all of that ver\ well ma\ still lead to doubt. So what do we
do then? How do we deal reactively with doubt? Three things I¶d recommend«

Be hRQeVW abRXW ZhaW¶V behiQd Whe dRXbW.
You ma\ legitimatel\ have intellectual hang-ups when it comes to following Jesus. You
ma\ have questions about the trustworthiness of the Bible or the believabilit\ of some of
the supernatural claims in it±or an\ number of other things. And there are answers to
those t\pes of questions to be found. But I¶ll tell \ou right now: if behind the doubt is
actuall\ disappointment–is actuall\ an experience–no answers to intellectual questions
will actuall\ satisf\ \ou. You¶ve got to be honest about the actual source of it. And quite
often, that source is disappointment of some t\pe. So be honest about that. Second«

Take \RXU diVaSSRiQWPeQW diUecWl\ WR JeVXV.
Sometimes I think we talk to an\one and ever\one about our doubt, except for the one
who can actuall\ do something about it. In Matthew 11, John is e[periencing uncertaint\
about Jesus, so who does he talk to about it? Jesus himself. Once \ou¶ve been honest
about the disappointment behind \our doubt, let me encourage \ou to take that
disappointment directl\ to Jesus in pra\er.

And I do mean directly. Have \ou ever read some of the pra\ers in the Psalms? Have
\ou ever read some of the Prophets? At one point the psalmist asks God wh\ God is ³so
far from saving´ him, wh\ God has abandoned him? On another occasion, a psalmist
accuses God of making his life horrible and taking awa\ ever\ close friend he has. The
prophet Jeremiah at one point accuses God of tricking him.2 The psalmist and the
Prophets evidentl\ had no issue taking their disappointment, their frustration, and even

2 Psalm 22, Psalm 88, and Jeremiah 20:7, respectivel\.
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their anger directl\ to God and talking to him about it. I dRQ¶W kQRZ ZheUe Ze gRW Whe
idea WhaW all Rf RXU SUa\eUV haYe WR be SUeWW\ aQd SURSeU aQd SeUfecWl\
PaQicXUed±bXW Ze didQ¶W geW iW fURP WhiV bible.

So wh\ do we think we wouldn¶t be able to do precisel\ the same thing? If \ou¶re
disappointed, tell him \ou¶re disappointed. If \ou¶re frustrated, tell him \ou¶re frustrated. If
\ou¶re angr\, tell him \ou¶re angr\. For one thing, it¶s not like he doesn¶t alread\ know.
And too, \ou might just find that instead of being shocked or appalled at \our raw
emotions, GRd PeeWV \RX UighW ZheUe \RX¶Ue aW aQd hiV SSiUiW bUiQgV \RX SUeciVel\
Whe eQcRXUagePeQW aQd hRSe WhaW \RX Qeed. I once heard somebod\ sa\ that
sometimes pra\er can look a lot like pounding \our fists into the chest of God while he
wraps his arms around \ou and brings \ou close. I love that image, because it
communicates that God is a good father. That he can handle our raw emotions and
disappointment without it changing his affections for us. So consider taking \our
disappointment directl\ to him. Lastl\«

DRQ¶W Zalk WhURXgh dRXbW alRQe.
Lastl\, don¶t isolate \ourself in \our doubt. I have found it to be a pattern in m\ life that
the more I isolate m\self, the more I start to believe things that aren¶t true and invent
problems that aren¶t there. So I would just encourage \ou, once \ou¶ve started being
honest with God about \our doubts and disappointments, to let in some other followers
of Jesus too. Allow them to understand where \ou¶re at and what \ou¶re struggling with.
Tell them what got \ou to the point \ou¶re at and ask them for help.

I can assure \ou that if \ou were to show up to LifeGroup this week and just spill
whatever disappointments \ou have, \ou¶re not going to get a rebuke or a mean
look±\ou¶re going to find a group of people read\ to hear \ou, understand \ou, remind
\ou of what is true, and walk through it with \ou. We don¶t believe at Cit\ Church that
an\bod\ has to be above doubt or disappointment, because even the most impressive
figures in the bible weren¶t. Rather, we want to be to \ou in it. So let us know how we can
do that for \ou.

So be honest about what¶s behind the doubt, take \our disappointment directl\ to Jesus,
and don¶t walk through doubt alone. I think if we can practice those things, we¶ve got a
shot at being the ones who are ³blessed,´ even in our doubt and disappointment. Let me
pra\ for us to that end.
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