
TKe AXWKRULW\ Rf JeVXV
Good to see \oX gX\s this morning. If \oX haYe a bible, go ahead and take it oXt±I¶ll let
\oX knoZ Zhere to tXrn here in a second. BXt before I tell \oX Zhere to tXrn, I Zanted to
acknoZledge and offer a qXick Zord on the eYents this Zeek at AXstin-East High School,
here in Kno[Yille. Most of \oX haYe probabl\ heard b\ noZ that there Zas a shooting
inYolYing both police and stXdents, there at the school. A stXdent, Anthon\ Thompson
Jr., Zas killed. And a police officer, named Adam Wilson, Zas injXred.

ObYioXsl\, there¶s a lot Ze don¶t knoZ right noZ aboXt Zhat happened, as the
inYestigation is ongoing and the bod\ cam footage has not been released. BXt a feZ
things Ze do knoZ: 1) a faPLO\ LV JULeYLQJ. That famil\ did not e[pect that morning to be
the last time the\ saZ Anthon\ aliYe. The\ thoXght the\ had \ears left to loYe, laXgh and
enjo\ Anthon\¶s presence. NoZ he¶s gone. And regardless of Zhat e[actl\ took place at
the school that da\, ScriptXre calls Xs to moXrn Zith those Zho moXrn, and grieYe Zith
those Zho grieYe.

2) A cRPPXQLW\ LV KXUWLQJ. Man\ of \oX probabl\ knoZ that this is the fifth AXstin-East
stXdent to be killed in the past foXr months. If \oX aren¶t directl\ a part of that commXnit\,
jXst tr\ to imagine the cXmXlatiYe pain, hXrt, and fear that man\ there are e[periencing
right noZ. It¶s honestl\ hard for me to fathom. BXt again, Ze as God¶s people are called
to hXrt Zith them. Not argue Zith their hXrt, not respond to their hXrt Zith ³bXt Zhat
aboXt«´-t\pe statements, bXt hXrt Zith them.

3) TKeUe LV ZRUN WR be dRQe. Regardless of Zhat details end Xp reYealing this sitXation,
here¶s the realit\ both in oXr commXnit\ and oXr nation as a Zhole: there is a deep
distrXst and skepticism toZards the police b\ some in the black commXnit\, and there
seems to be a deep distrXst and skepticism toZards the black commXnit\ b\ some
police. And something needs to be done aboXt that. There¶s a lot of different things that
coXld be done±and here is not the place to debate or propagate those things. BXt I think
Ze all can agree that there is Zork to be done. And as folloZers of JesXs, Ze are called
to be agents of jXstice and reconciliation, so Ze haYe a significant role to pla\ in that
Zork.

So I¶d loYe it if Ze coXld spend jXst a bit pra\ing for the AXstin-East commXnit\, as Zell
as pra\ing and asking God Zhat he might be calling Xs to do for and in that commXnit\.
Let¶s pra\. //
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Thanks for doing that Zith me. If \oX do haYe \oXr bibles, tXrn Zith me to MattheZ 8. If
\oX¶re neZ aroXnd here, Ze¶re cXrrentl\ in one part of a mXltiple \ear series Zalking
throXgh the book of MattheZ and learning from the life of JesXs that it records. And
specificall\, in this part of the series, Ze are learning mainl\ from the interactions JesXs
has Zith YarioXs t\pes of people. Last Zeek, Ze looked at three separate stories of
JesXs interacting Zith people that need healing, and Ze saZ him heal eYer\ one of them.

Toda\, Ze¶re going to look at three more stories, bXt each of these is aboXt slightl\
different things. In fact, on the sXrface, these three stories ma\ not soXnd like the\ haYe
mXch at all to do Zith each other, bXt Zhat Ze¶ll find oXt is that the\ actXall\ do. I think
there¶s actXall\ one theme that rXns straight throXgh all of them, and honestl\ throXgh a
lot of chapters 8-10, that has incredible relevance for oXr liYes toda\ as folloZers of
JesXs. BXt before Ze get to Zhat that is, Ze¶re jXst going to start off b\ tr\ing to Zrap oXr
minds aroXnd the stories themselYes.

Pick it Xp Zith me in MattheZ 8, starting in Y. 18:

[18] NoZ Zhen Jesus saZ a croZd around him, he gaYe RUdeUV to go over to the
other side. [19] And a scribe came up and said to him, ³Teacher, I Zill folloZ \ou
ZheUeYeU \RX gR.´ [20] And Jesus said to him, ³Fo[es have holes, and birds of
the air have nests, but the Son of Man has noZhere to la\ his head.´ [21] Another
of the disciples said to him, ³Lord, let me first go and bur\ m\ father.´ [22] And
Jesus said to him, ³FolloZ me, and leave the dead to bur\ their oZn dead.´

So picking Xp Zhere Ze left off last Zeek, people are coming oXt to JesXs in droYes to be
healed and to interact Zith him. JesXs, Zho neYer Zas big on croZds jXst for the sake of
croZds, tells the disciples to head oYer to the other side of the lake. BXt as the\ do that,
tZo Zould-be disciples come Xp to JesXs and ask to folloZ him. I sa\ ³Zould-be´
becaXse JesXs sXre doesn¶t soXnd like he¶s e[actl\ eager for them to come along. In
fact, his reaction to them coXld probabl\ be described as more discouraging than it is
eager or e[cited.

The first man Zho approaches him is a scribe. A scribe ZoXld¶Ye been an e[pert in the
Mosaic laZ, and likel\ smart as a Zhip, especiall\ as it related to Zhat \oX and I call the
Old Testament. In other Zords, as a disciple, he Zas a catch b\ most people¶s
standards. Most rabbis at the time ZoXld jump at the opportXnit\ to haYe someone so
Zell-Yersed in the LaZ come join their team. First round draft pick, so to speak. And
chances are this gX\ ZoXld¶Ye knoZn he Zas a first roXnd draft pick. He probabl\
approaches JesXs e[pecting that Jesus ZoXld be glad and eager to haYe him aboard.
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Jesus doesn¶t qXite see it that Za\ thoXgh. Instead, he responds Zith this statement
aboXt hoZ fo[es haYe holes and birds haYe nests, bXt hoZ he himself (³the son of man´)
has noZhere to la\ his head. Generall\, Zhen \oX apprenticed \oXrself to a rabbi (like
JesXs), there Zere some decent benefits that came along Zith that. YoX Zere either pXt
Xp in nicer accommodations or in the homes of other Zell-off people as \oX ³folloZed´
ZhoeYer \oX folloZed. BXt JeVXV PaNeV YeU\ cOeaU WR WKLV JX\ WKaW Ke ZLOO QRW eQMR\
aQ\ VXcK accRPPRdaWLRQV aV JeVXV¶ dLVcLSOe. JesXs clarifies that eYen Jesus doesn¶t
get that kind of treatment, so certainl\ his disciples shoXldn¶t e[pect them either. JeVXV
Va\V eVVeQWLaOO\, ³Lf \RX ZaQW WR fROORZ Pe, \RX Qeed WR fROORZ becaXVe Rf ZKR I aP
aQd becaXVe I aP ZRUWh\ Rf beLQJ fROORZed±QRW becaXVe Rf KRZ \RX ZLOO WaQJLbO\
beQefLW fURP LW.´

The ne[t person that approaches JesXs sa\s that he Zants to folloZ, bXt needs to first
go ³bXr\ his father.´ That honestl\ coXld be read a feZ different Za\s. It coXld mean his
father has recentl\ died and he needs to be there for the bXrial. It Zas also common for
JeZish people at the time to haYe tZo bXrials. One immediatel\ after the person died,
and the ne[t one a \ear later Zhen the\ transferred the remains to a different location.
So he coXld mean that second bXrial. Or, he coXld jXst mean ³m\ father is approaching
old age, and I Zant to stick aroXnd Xntil he passes.´ It honestl\ coXld be an\ of those
sitXations.

BXt regardless of Zhat e[actl\ he means, JesXs¶ response is Yer\ clear. He sa\s ³folloZ
me, and leaYe the dead to bXr\ their oZn dead.´ JeVXV caOOV WKLV PaQ WR KaYe a
JUeaWeU aOOeJLaQce WR JeVXV aQd KLV NLQJdRP WKaQ Ke dReV WR KLV RZQ
fOeVK-aQd-bORRd faPLO\. And as intense as that might soXnd to Xs toda\, it ZoXld¶Ye
soXnded e[ponentiall\ more that Za\ to a first-centXr\ JeZish aXdience. Famil\ Zas
qXite literall\ ever\thing to them. And here, JesXs seems to be calling his disciples to
detach themselYes, on some leYel, to the strongest hXman relationship the\ had, and
re-attach themselYes to a heaYenl\ famil\ and pXrpose. JeVXV Va\V WKaW fROORZLQJ KLP
ORRNV OLNe JLYLQJ KLP \RXU cRPSleWe aOOeJLaQce; WKaW hiV aXWKRULW\ VXSeUVedeV eYeQ
WKe VWURQJeVW hXPaQ aXWKRULW\ WKeUe LV. That¶s oXr first stor\.

Let¶s take a look at the ne[t one, hopping back in Zith Y. 23:

[23] And Zhen he Jesus gRW iQWR the boat, his disciples folloZed him. [24] And
behold, there arose a gUeaW VWRUP on the sea, so that the boat Zas being
VZaPSed b\ the Zaves; but he (JesXs) Zas asleep. Storm raging on the sea,
JesXs is snoo]in¶. I read that as telling Xs that JesXs is serious aboXt his naps.
Man after m\ oZn heart. [25] And the\ the disciples Zent and Zoke him, sa\ing,
³Save us, Lord; Ze are SeUiVhiQg.´ [26] And he said to them (I loYe this qXestion),
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³Wh\ are \ou afraid, O \ou of little faith?´ ³Uhhhh...becaXse of the storm that is
aboXt to droZn Xs all? Did Ze leaYe oXt that part?´ BXt look at this...Then he rose
and UebXked Whe ZiQdV aQd Whe Vea, aQd WheUe ZaV a gUeaW calP. So not jXst ³it
stopped storming,´ bXt the sea immediatel\ Zent calm. Like a lake in the earl\
morning hoXrs Zhen not a thing has been oXt on the Zater. [27] And the men
marveled, sa\ing, ³What sort of PaQ is this, that even Zinds and sea Rbe\ hiP?´

Oka\, so on this one, \oX need to knoZ that for man\ ancient people at the time, the sea
(or the ocean) Zas seen as the epitome of chaos, destrXction, and Xnpredictabilit\. EYen
toda\, there are books and moYies aboXt hoZ large boats Zith all their modern
technolog\ are capsi]ed b\ a storm on the high seas. So \oX can imagine hoZ
intimidating the sea Zas to people back then. BXt that¶s also Zh\, WKURXJKRXW WKe bLbOe,
SaUWLcXOaUO\ LQ WKe OOd TeVWaPeQW, WKe bLbOe WaONV abRXW KRZ YaKZeK, WKe GRd Rf
IVUaeO, KaV aXWKRULW\ RYeU WKe ZLQd aQd WKe ZaYeV, aQd SaUWLcXOaUO\ RYeU WKe Vea. I¶ll
giYe \oX jXst a feZ e[amples of Zhat I mean:

PValP 65:7
(God) ZhR VWilled Whe URaUiQg Rf Whe VeaV, the roaring of their Zaves, and the
turmoil of the nations.

PValP 89:9
(Talking to God) You UXle RYeU the surging sea; Zhen its Zaves mount up, \RX
VWill WheP.

PValP 107:29
He VWilled Whe VWRUP to a Zhisper; Whe ZaYeV Rf Whe Vea Zere hushed.

And Ze coXld go on from there±there are plent\ more Zhere those came from. For
people at the time, cOaLPLQJ WKaW GRd cRXOd WaPe WKe Vea ZaV WR Va\ Ke ZaV PRUe
SRZeUfXl aQd aXWhRUiWaWiYe WKaQ aQ\WKLQJ eOVe LQ cUeaWLRQ. If the raging sea listens to
\oX, \oX Zin. AlZa\s. YoX¶re the biggest and baddest there is. So b\ JeVXV caOPLQJ WKe
UaJLQJ VeaV LQ WKLV VWRU\, Ke LV WU\LQJ WR PaNe a (faLUO\ RbYLRXV) cOaLP WR be WKe GRd
Rf IVUaeO. He is tr\ing to shoZ them, clearl\, Zhat his trXe identit\ is. ³Those psalms?´
JesXs is sa\ing, ³the\ are Zritten aboXt me.´

And \et, at the end of the stor\, the disciples miss it. Their response to this XnbelieYable
shoZ of poZer and aXthorit\ is ³Zhat sort of man is this?´ So the\ marYel at Zhat JesXs
did, bXt conclXde that he is simpl\ some sort of sXperhXman, rather than the more
obvious conclXsion (at least to Xs toda\): that he is God himself. The\ miss Zhat JesXs
is tr\ing to sa\.
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Oka\, on to stor\ #3. YoX gX\s doing alright? Oka\, pick it Xp Zith me in Y. 28:

[28] And Zhen he came to the other side, to the countr\ of the Gadarenes, a
predominantl\ Gentile region, tZo dePRQ-SRVVeVVed men met him, cRPiQg RXW
Rf Whe WRPbV, so fierce that no one could pass that Za\. Well that¶s prett\ mXch a
scene straight oXt of a horror moYie, isn¶t it? Can \oX imagine going for a stroll,
passing b\ a cemetar\, and tZo demon-possessed men jXst come trotting oXt
toZards \oX? That¶s straight oXt of the plot of eYer\ bad ]ombie moYie eYer.

[29] And behold, the\ (the demon-possessed men) cried out, ³WhaW haYe \RX WR
dR ZiWh XV, O SRQ Rf GRd? HaYe \RX cRPe heUe WR WRUPeQW XV befRUe Whe
WiPe?´ Interesting response. [30] NoZ a herd of man\ pigs Zas feeding at some
distance from them. [31] And the demons begged hiP (WKe\ Sleaded ZLWK
JeVXV), sa\ing, ³If \ou cast us out, send us aZa\ into the herd of pigs.´ [32] And
he said to them, ³Go.´ So the\ came out and Zent into the pigs, and behold, the
Zhole herd rushed doZn the steep bank into the sea and droZned in the Zaters.
[33] The herdsmen fled, and going into the cit\ the\ told ever\thing, especiall\
Zhat had happened to the demon-possessed men. [34] And behold, all the cit\
came out to meet Jesus, and Zhen the\ saZ him, the\ begged him to leave their
region.

Oka\. In this last stor\, JesXs casts demons oXt of tZo men Zho are possessed b\ them.
BXt the interaction he has Zith these men before all that, I think, is telling. Upon seeing
JesXs, these men (or presXmabl\ the demons speaking through these men) sa\ ³Zhat
haYe \oX to do Zith Xs, O Son of God?´ That title, ³the son of God,´ is an Xndeniable
recognition of JesXs¶ diYine identit\. So finall\ Ze haYe a character in the stor\ Zho
recogni]es Zho JesXs is, and Zhat t\pe of character is it? Demons. Evil itself. So that¶s a
little Xne[pected, isn¶t it? SRPe Rf WKe fLUVW SeRSOe LQ WKe VWRU\ WR UecRJQL]e JeVXV¶
WUXe LdeQWLW\ aUe WKe RQeV PRVW RSSRVed WR KLP?

And then, these demons in the stor\±apparentl\ terrified of JesXs and his aXthorit\ over
them±³beg´ him to, if he casts them oXt, to cast them into a nearb\ herd of pigs. JesXs
agrees to it, and the pigs then rXn off of a cliff and droZn. Raising pigs Zas a lXcratiYe
bXsiness in this region, so after people in the region hear that JesXs has destro\ed some
of their liYelihood, the\ come oXt to JesXs and (also) ³beg him´ to leaYe their region.
JesXs takes care of tZo men haXnting a graYe\ard and terrori]ing a region, and then
gets rXn oXt of toZn for doing so. What a stor\, right? So there are oXr three stories for
toda\.
//
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NoZ here¶s oXr qXestion: Zhat do these three, seemingl\ random stories, haYe to do
Zith each other? We haYe JesXs discoXraging tZo people from folloZing him, JesXs
calming the storm on the sea, and JesXs e[orcising demons and getting rXn oXt of toZn.
What theme coXld Ze possibl\ find in all three of these narratiYes?

Well here¶s at least one theme I see, and I¶Ye hinted at it some alread\: I WKLQN WKeVe
VWRULeV aUe PeaQW WR dePRQVWUaWe WR XV WKe aXWhRUiW\ Rf JeVXV. These are stories
aboXt JesXs¶ authorit\. In the first stor\, JesXs is insisting that he has the authorit\ to
oYerride a person¶s lo\alties to possessions and comfort, and to eYen their oZn famil\. In
the second stor\, JesXs displa\s clearl\ his authorit\ oYer nature b\ commanding the
Zind and the ZaYes to immediatel\ be stilled, and the\ do. In the third stor\, JesXs
displa\s his authorit\ oYer the demonic and demon-possessed, sXch that the\ shXdder
and beg before him, and do precisel\ Zhat he sa\s. In all three stories, there is a clear
displa\ of JesXs¶ absolute authorit\.

And \et simXltaneoXsl\, there are people in these stories Zho reject±or at least fail to
recogni]e±his aXthorit\. The disciples on the boat marYel at Zhat sort of ³man´ JesXs is,
bXt fail to see him as the God that his actions clearl\ proYe he is. And the people in the
Yillage ZoXld rather JesXs leaYe their region altogether than reckon Zith a man Zho has
more poZer and authorit\ than the men terrori]ing their Yillage. So it¶s hard to miss the
iron\: in these stories, QaWXUe aQd eYil iWVelf UecRgQi]e JeVXV¶ aXWKRULW\, bXW WKe
SeRSle LQ WKe VWRU\ dRQ¶W.

These are stories all aboXt JesXs¶ authorit\, and aboXt hoZ YarioXs people and things
respond to that aXthorit\. And I think the main qXestion these stories are meant to leaYe
Xs Zith is actXall\ Yer\ simple. It¶s this: ZLOO \RX acceSW WKe aXWhRUiW\ Rf JeVXV? I think
that¶s Zhat Ze¶re left to ansZer. Will Ze be those Zho recogni]e JesXs¶ aXthorit\ and
respond appropriatel\ to it? Or Zill Ze be those Zho den\ JesXs¶ aXthorit\ (either
directl\, or b\ failing to recogni]e Zho he trXl\ is)?

YoX knoZ, a lot of people toda\ like JesXs. A lot of people think he¶s interesting. Or
intriguing. Or intelligent. A lot of people think he said some insightfXl things aboXt
hXmanit\ or taXght some decent ethical principles. POeQW\ Rf SeRSOe fLQd JeVXV WR be
aQ LQWeUeVWLQJ SeUVRQ. That¶s one thing. BXW fROORZeUV Rf JeVXV dRQ¶W MXVW WKLQN
JeVXV LV iQWeUeVWiQg±WKe\ WKLQN JeVXV LV kiQg. The\ think he is the name aboYe eYer\
name. He¶s the king aboYe all kings. And he¶s the aXthorit\ aboYe eYer\ other aXthorit\.
TR be a fROORZeU Rf JeVXV LVQ¶W MXVW WR fLQd KLP iQWeUeVWiQg RU helSfXl, bXW WR JLYe
KLP abVROXWe aXWhRUiW\ RYeU \RXU OLfe.
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NoZ I do reali]e that authorit\ can be a difficXlt sXbject to discXss in the 21st centXr\.
That Zord probabl\ registers qXite negativel\ for a lot of Xs, becaXse Ze haYe plent\ of
e[amples in oXr Zorld of bad aXthorit\. All \oX haYe to do is tXrn on the neZs for fiYe
minXtes and \oX¶ll see that. CEOs Zho e[ploit cheap labor Zhile the\ become
mXlti-billionaires. Parents Zho mistreat and manipXlate their kids. Pastors commit and/or
coYer Xp abXse in the chXrch. Or ma\be for \oX, \oX don¶t eYen haYe to tXrn on the
neZs to see it±\oX haYe people in \our life personall\ Zho are e[amples of bad
aXthorit\.

And becaXse of all that, for a lot of Xs oXr immediate, gXt-leYel reaction to an\one
claiming aXthorit\ oYer Xs is to find faXlt. ³Well I¶m not going to giYe this person aXthorit\
oYer me becaXse of this character flaZ that the\ haYe.´ ³I¶m not going to giYe that person
aXthorit\ oYer me becaXse of something the\ said or did in the past.´ ³I¶m not going to
giYe that person aXthorit\ oYer me becaXse the\ associate themselYes Zith this belief or
this moYement or this polic\.´ And the realit\ is that sometimes those are legitimate,
good reasons to reject aXthorit\ oYer Xs...and sometimes it¶s jXst a game Ze pla\ to tr\
and dismiss eYen good aXthorit\.

BXt either Za\, KeUe¶V WKe WKLQJ abRXW WKe aXWKRULW\ Rf JeVXV: WKeUe aUe QR faXlWV WR
fiQd LQ KLP. JesXs is the one and onl\ perfect aXthorit\. There is no sin in him, there is
no bias in him, there are no skeletons in his closet to XncoYer. Which pXts Xs in a place
similar to the tZo Zould-be disciples in the stor\±Ze can either giYe him absolXte
aXthorit\, or not giYe him aXthorit\ at all. He¶s either Zorth\ of it, or not Zorth\ of it.
There¶s no re-directing or changing the sXbject; jXst a qXestion. Will \ou accept his
aXthorit\ or not accept it?

PXt another Za\, Zill \oX engage in actual discipleship to JesXs, or attempt some form of
fake discipleship to JesXs? To help Xs ansZer that qXestion in oXr oZn liYes, I Zant to
giYe \oX tZo Yersions of fake discipleship Ze see in the passage. TZo Za\s that Ze
often approach JesXs, thinking that Ze are giYing him aXthorit\, ZithoXt actuall\ giYing
him aXthorit\. And these come directl\ from the stor\ of those Zould-be disciples at the
beginning of oXr passage. YoX read\?

VeUVLRQ #1: I¶OO fROORZ JeVXV...aV ORQJ aV I beQefLW fURP LW.
So this first one Ze see in the first Zould-be disciple. He is read\ to folloZ JesXs
³ZhereYer he goes.´ BXt JesXs indicates in his response that this gX\ might be in it for
the benefits, not for the discipleship itself. He makes sXre this scribe Xnderstands that
there Zill be no fiYe-star accommodations for being a disciple of JesXs. If he folloZs
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JesXs, it needs to be becaXse JesXs is Zorth\ of folloZing±not becaXse it¶s some sort of
e[clXsiYe clXb Zith benefits to gain.

I¶Ye seen this postXre often in people toda\. For some people there¶s a tendenc\ toZards
sa\ing ³I Zill folloZ JesXs...if life goes the Za\ I thought it Zould go as a result of
folloZing him.´ Or ma\be ³I Zill folloZ JesXs...for as long as life goes the Za\ I thought it
Zould go as a result of folloZing him. I Zill folloZ JesXs, as long as he giYes me the job
that I Zant. The lifest\le that I Zant. The career Zith the standard of liYing I Zant. The
spoXse that I Zant...preferabl\ a hot one. The kids Zith the t\pe of behavior and interests
that I Zant them to haYe.´ HaYe \oX seen an\ of this in \oX or others? These are all
iterations of Zhat the scribe said.

And listen: I¶m not sa\ing that an\ of those things are necessaril\ bad things to desire.
The\ might be fine. But I am sa\ing that if \oXr postXre toZards JesXs and desire to
folloZ JesXs starts to turn the moment an\ of those things don¶t pan oXt like \oX Zanted,
Ze haYe a problem. BecaXse that might reveal that \RX¶Ye beeQ fROORZLQJ JeVXV fRU
WKe beQefLWV, QRW becaXVe Rf ZKR Ke LV. That¶s the first form of fake discipleship. The
second is«

VeUVLRQ #2: I¶OO fROORZ JeVXV LQ eYeU\WhiQg...e[ceSW WhiV WKLQJ.
This one Ze see in the second ZoXld-be disciple. He qualifies his discipleship Zith his
lo\alt\ to his famil\. He places his allegiance to JesXs right after his allegiance to his
famil\. And JesXs¶ response indicates that a discipleship to JesXs Zon¶t actXall\ Zork as
a secondar\ allegiance. Discipleship to JesXs actXall\ reqXires a primar\ allegiance±an
acknoZledgement of his aXthorit\ aboYe all other aXthorit\. BecaXse here¶s the thing:
SaUWial aOOeJLaQce...LV QRW aOOeJLaQce aW aOO. Do \oX knoZ Zhat the Zord ³allegiance´
means? It means undivided devotion. Undivided. So if \oXr allegiance is to JesXs in
eYer\ area e[cept one, \oXr allegiance is actXall\ not to JesXs at all. YoXr allegiance is
to ZhateYer that thing is.

And here in the Bible Belt, Ze haYe almost made a sport oXt of this: folloZing JesXs in
eYer\thing...e[cept this one thing. Sometimes Ze eYen soXnd strikingl\ similar to this
second ZoXld-be disciple. ³JesXs \oX haYe complete aXthorit\ oYer m\ life...e[cept Zhen
folloZing \oX might make life less ideal for m\ famil\ or m\ kids, then obYioXsl\ it¶s
µfamil\ first.¶´ ³JesXs \oX can haYe eYer\ part of m\ life, as long as \oX don¶t start tr\ing
to tell me Zhat to do Zith m\ mone\ or m\ time.´³JesXs, \oX can haYe complete
aXthorit\ oYer m\ life...e[cept for Zho I sleep Zith. And also hoZ I sleep Zith people and
Zhen and sleep Zith people and hoZ man\ people I sleep Zith. EYer\thing e[cept m\
se[Xalit\.´ ³JesXs, \oX can haYe complete aXthorit\ oYer m\ life...as long as I can keep
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m\ cXrrent preference for materialism and m\ cXrrent standard of liYing.´ We do this,
don¶t Ze?

We come in here on SXnda\s and sing things like ³make Za\ for the king...kings and
kingdoms Zill boZ doZn before the Lion and the Lamb.´ And \et as Ze do that, Ze hold
significant portions of oXr liYes and oXr identities behind oXr back jXst hoping the king
Zon¶t notice. Are Ze serioXs? Do Ze reall\ think the conquering king of the Zorld Zho is
gonna make eYer\ king and kingdom boZ doZn to him one da\ is fooled b\ the thing
Ze¶re holding behind oXr backs?

And here¶s the absolXte insanit\ aboXt Xs tr\ing to liYe that Za\: eYeU\ VLQJOe bLW Rf
JeVXV¶ aXWKRULW\ KaSSeQV WR be fRU RXU JRRd. TKeUe¶V QRW a ViQgle WhiQg WKaW \RX
aUe ZLWKKROdLQJ fURP KLP ULJKW QRZ, WKaW ZRXOdQ¶W be beWWeU fRU \RX Lf \RX JaYe LW WR
KLP. Ma\be not ³better´ b\ oXr narroZ definition, bXt trul\ better. What JesXs desires to
giYe Xs is hope, and life, and freedom from the things that rXle oYer Xs. BXt hoZ often do
Ze forfeit that becaXse Ze ZoXld rather cling to the things that destro\ Xs?

I¶Ye had friends Zho held onto their se[ualit\±Zho the\ slept Zith and Zhen and hoZ±for
\ears and \ears of their life. And pXtting that part of their life Xnder JesXs¶ aXthorit\ Zas
the most difficXlt, most complicated thing the\ eYer had to do. The\ ZoXld¶Ye said at the
time that it felt like part of them Zas d\ing b\ doing it±and \et on the other side of it all
there Zas life. I¶Ye had friends hold onto their mone\±the\ Zanted to spend eYer\ bit of
cash the\ had on bigger and nicer and flashier things for themselYes. And the\ ZoXld¶Ye
said that giYing JesXs aXthorit\ oYer their finances Zas the most difficXlt thing the\¶Ye
eYer had to do±that the\ hated it. And \et on the other side of it all the\ foXnd freedom.
TKeUe LV QRW a VLQJOe WKLQJ WKaW \RX JLYe WR JeVXV WKaW \RX ZRQ¶W be beWWeU Rff fRU
KaYLQJ JLYeQ RYeU WR KLP. IW¶V MXVW a TXeVWLRQ Rf ZKeWKeU RU QRW Ke¶V ZRUWK LW fRU
\RX.

// So Zhat I think both of these Yersions of fake discipleship reYeal is that ZKLOe Ze Pa\
aOO acNQRZOedJe WKe aXWhRUiW\ Rf JeVXV LQ WheRU\, VRPeWLPeV Ze UeaOO\ VWUXJJOe WR
LPSOePeQW LW LQ VSecLfLcV. BXt again, I¶ll jXst remind \oX: JeVXV dLd QRW cRPe RQ WKe
VceQe WR SaUWiall\ dLVcLSOe \RX LQWR KLV LPaJe. He caPe WR dLVcLSOe all Rf \RX LQWR
KLV LPaJe. He came Zith complete aXthorit\.

To pXt it another Za\, JesXs is not appl\ing to be \oXr consultant. YoX gX\s knoZ hoZ
consXlting Zorks, right? If \oX hire a consXltant for \oX or \oXr bXsiness, the\ are at \our
disposal. There is no issXe ZhatsoeYer Zith accepting some of Zhat the\ sa\, and
completel\ rejecting other things the\ sa\. That¶s jXst hoZ consXlting Zorks. It¶s
pick-and-choose. BXW JeVXV LV QRW \RXU cRQVXlWaQW. He¶V WKe kiQg. NoZ \oX can
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choose to accept him as king, or reject him as king. BXt the one thing \oX can¶t do is
treat him like a consXltant.

And \et, here is Zhat¶s ama]ing to me aboXt JesXs. Still, JesXs does not force an\one to
liYe Xnder his aXthorit\. He doesn¶t Xse threats or intimidation to scare people onto his
team. After he calms the storm and the disciples don¶t qXite get it, he doesn¶t sa\ ³bXt
gX\s±did \oX see Zhat jXst happened?! Did \oX see Zhat I did!? Come on, \oX haYe to
folloZ me noZ! YoX haYe to recogni]e me noZ!´ When the people ask him to leave their
village becaXse of the pigs, he doesn¶t sa\ ³oh if \oX¶re gonna treat me like that, I¶ll jXst
bring the demons back so that \oX¶re forced to bring me back.´ That¶s not Zho God is.
He doesn¶t trick people into being Xnder his aXthorit\. He doesn¶t coerce, he doesn¶t
intimidate, he doesn¶t manipXlate. He offers. He sa\s ³eLWKeU fROORZ Pe, RU dRQ¶W. ELWKeU
JLYe Pe cRPSleWe aXWKRULW\ RYeU \RXU OLfe, RU JLYe Pe QR aXWKRULW\ RYeU \RXU OLfe.
BXW I ZLOO QRW dR SaUWial aXWKRULW\.´

NoZ Zith all that said I Zill make this one caYeat. If \oX¶re here and \oX¶re in the earl\,
earl\ stages of trXsting in JesXs, and \oX¶re still Zrestling Zith Zho JesXs is and if he
Zas Zho he sa\s he is, I Zant \oX to knoZ there¶s room for that. There¶s room for being
in process. There¶s room for doXbts and hesitations as \oX¶re coming to discoYer Zho he
is. Sometimes it takes time. BXt I am sa\ing that the qXestion \oX haYe to ansZer
eYentXall\, and the qXestion all of Xs haYe to ansZer is this: jXst like the Zould-be
disciples, can JesXs be trusted as our aXthorit\? Is his aXthorit\ trustZorth\?

NoZ I ZoXld argXe that JesXs has proYed that his aXthorit\ is trXstZorth\, precisel\
becaXse of hoZ different it is from other t\pes of aXthorit\. There¶s a passage Ze¶ll coYer
later in MattheZ, and it¶s in LXke too, Zhere JesXs states e[plicitl\ the difference
betZeen his brand of aXthorit\, and the Zorld¶s brand of aXthorit\. BecaXse the\¶re
different. He sa\s essentiall\, ³this is the Za\ the Zorld does aXthorit\: the\ lord it oYer
\oX, the\ tr\ to control \oX, and then the\ sa\ the\¶re doing it for \oXr good. That¶s hoZ
the Zorld does aXthorit\.´

BXt then he sa\s, ³aXthorit\ isn¶t like that in m\ kingdom. In m\ kingdom, the greatest
among \oX±the one in a position of aXthorit\? The\ serve. AXthorit\ is liYed oXt not b\
hoZ high and might\ and sXperior \oX are, bXt in hoZ \oX take the postXre of a servant
to all. And he directl\ connects it to himself b\ sa\ing ³I±JesXs±am among \oX as the
one Zho serves.´

And as JesXs deliYers that line he is literall\ hoXrs aZa\ from his e[ecXtion, and he
chooses to spend it serving the last sXpper to his disciples. What he is commXnicating,
both throXgh his Zords and his actions, is that he is an altogether different t\pe of
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aXthorit\. JesXs±the one Zho commands the Zind and the ZaYes, the one Zho terrifies
demons Zith his presence±chooses to displa\ his aXthorit\ b\ serving others. He
chooses to e[press his highness throXgh loZness.

And then he takes it fXrther b\ sa\ing ³the son of man came not to be serYed bXt to
serve, and to give his life as a ransom for man\.´ JesXs¶ life Zas marked, not b\ lording
aXthorit\ oYer people, not b\ ascending the ladder of poZer±bXt b\ descending it. And
that postXre ZoXld cXlminate in giYing Xp his Yer\ life for hXmanit\. As he Zas mXrdered,
he asked the Father to forgive those doing the killing. JeVXV LV a W\Se Rf aXWKRULW\ WKaW
WKe ZRUOd Kad QeYeU VeeQ befRUe: the t\pe of aXthorit\ that endXres death for the ones
he is in aXthorit\ oYer.

JesXs sa\s to the people of his da\ and oXrs: ³Here is Zho I am. Here is the aXthorit\ I
model. It¶s the aXthorit\ that commands the Zind and the ZaYes, the aXthorit\ that
makes demons and darkness coZer in fear. And simXltaneoXsl\, the aXthorit\ that la\s
doZn m\ life for the good of m\ people.´ The qXestion for \ou is Zill \ou liYe Xnder that
aXthorit\, or set \oXrself against it? In heaYen there Zill be one throne for one person.
And the best thing possible for all of Xs is that JesXs is on that throne and Ze aren¶t.
BecaXse Ze belong in the mXltitXdes gathered around the throne, singing that ³glor\ and
honor and poZer´ belong to him foreYer. And I¶m telling \oX that that postXre begins here
and noZ, \ielding eYer\ bit of oXr liYes to the good and loYing aXthorit\ of the king.

Let¶s pra\.
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