
An UnderVWanding of JXVWice 
GRRd WR Vee \RX gX\V WRda\. If \RX haYe a bible, WXUQ ZiWh Pe WR Micah 6. M\ QaPe iV 
Jeff, aQd I¶P RQe Rf Whe SaVWRUV aW CiW\ ChXUch. I dRQ¶W geW WR be XS heUe PXch becaXVe 
P\ jRb WeQdV WR be a liWWle PRUe behiQd-Whe-VceQeV, bXW I¶P SaUWicXlaUl\ e[ciWed abRXW 
geWWiQg WR be a SaUW Rf WhiV VeUieV, fRU a feZ UeaVRQV. IW iV RbYiRXVl\ a WRSic QeaU aQd deaU 
WR Pe SeUVRQall\ aV a ChiQeVe APeUicaQ. I ZaV bRUQ ZheUe a lRW Rf AViaQV aUe bRUQ« 
LRV AQgeleV. EaUlieU laVW \eaU, P\ QeighbRU aW P\ Rld hRXVe caPe XS WR Pe dXUiQg Whe 
SafeU aW HRPe lRckdRZQ aQd aVked Pe ³Zh\ did \RXU SeRSle bURXghW RYeU Whe 
cRURQaYiUXV?´ A VlighWl\ RffeQViYe TXeVWiRQ UighW? AQd Whe ZhRle WiPe I ZaV WhiQkiQg« Whe 
gRRd SeRSle Rf LA didQ¶W bUiQg WhiV RYeU« Ze gaYe Whe ZRUld a lRW Rf ZeiUd WhiQgV like 
aYRcadR WRaVWV \eV, bXW QRW COVID.  
 
BXW all WhaW Vaid, I¶P glad WR be heUe fRU Zeek WhUee Rf RXU VeUieV, ​Precious in His Sight. ​If 
\RX¶Ye PiVVed eiWheU Rf Whe fiUVW WZR ZeekV, leW Pe jXVW bUiefl\ caWch \RX XS RQ ZheUe 
Ze¶Ye beeQ VR faU. IQ Zeek 1, KeQW WRRk XV RQ a biW Rf a WRXU WhURXgh Whe ScUiSWXUeV WR 
VhRZ XV hRZ ceQWUal aQd cRQVWaQW Whe WhePe Rf ³Whe QaWiRQV´ iV iQ Whe VWRU\liQe Rf Whe 
bible. AQd Ze Walked abRXW hRZ, ZheQ Whe bible Va\V GRd deViUeV hiV faPil\ WR be Pade 
XS Rf ³Whe QaWiRQV,´ iW¶V QRW jXVW WalkiQg abRXW SlRWV Rf laQd RQ a PaS, bXW UaWheU ​ethnicities: 
SeRSle aQd SeRSle gURXSV Rf diffeUeQW cRlRUV acURVV Whe glRbe. GRd haV alZa\V beeQ 
abRXW fRUPiQg a faPil\ RXW Rf all ​ethnicities ​aQd all Rf WheP Pade iQ HiV iPage ​.  
 
TheQ, laVW Zeek, MaUcXV helSed XV ZUaS RXU PiQdV aURXQd Whe cRQceSW Rf ​oppression ​iQ 
Whe bible, aQd XVed hiVWRU\ WR VhRZ XV hRZ VR PXch Rf Whe e[SeUieQce Rf black 
APeUicaQV YeU\ PXch fiWV iQ WhaW caWegRU\​, ​fURP RXU QaWiRQ¶V iQceSWiRQ WR SUeVeQW da\. 
NRZ Whe\¶Ue QRW Whe ​onl\ ​SeRSle gURXS iQ APeUica WhaW haV beeQ RSSUeVVed, bXW iW iV 
SUeWW\ XQdeQiable WhaW Whe black SeRSle iQ APeUica ​have been subjected ​WR aQ\WhiQg fURP 
PRdeUaWe WR VeYeUe RSSUeVViRQ. AQd aV RQe faPil\ Rf GRd, Ze aUe called WR PRXUQ 
alRQgVide RXU black bURWheUV aQd ViVWeUV Rf Whe hiVWRU\ WR Zhich Ze all cRPe fURP.  
 
SR WRda\, I ZaQW WR Sick XS ZheUe MaUcXV lefW Rff. He PeQWiRQed WhaW becaXVe Rf ZhR 
GRd iV aQd becaXVe Rf GRd beiQg a ³defeQdeU fRU Whe RSSUeVVed,´ WhaW PeaQV Ze aV 
GRd¶V SeRSle VhRXld be defeQdeUV Rf Whe RSSUeVVed WRR. BXW Pa\be \RX heaU WhaW aQd 
WhiQk WR \RXUVelf ³Rka\, I haWe WhaW all Rf WhaW haV haSSeQed WR black APeUicaQV±I Ueall\ 
dR. BXW Zh\ iV iW ​m\ ​UeVSRQVibiliW\ WR dR VRPeWhiQg abRXW WhaW? AfWeU all, ​I didn¶t 
personall\ ​RZQ VlaYeV. I didQ¶W ​personall\​ YRWe fRU Uaciall\ biaVed SRlicieV±VR Zh\ iV iW XS 
WR Pe WR UecWif\ a SURbleP WhaW I didQ¶W (aW leaVW diUecWl\) caXVe? 
 
TRda\, I ZaQW WR WU\ aQd VSeak WR WhaW a liWWle fURP Whe ScUiSWXUeV. AQd a lRW Rf Whe aQVZeU 
haV WR dR ZiWh Whe idea Rf ³jXVWice´ iQ Whe bible. NRZ ​justice, ​XQfRUWXQaWel\,​ ​iV aQRWheU RQe 
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Rf WhRVe ZRUdV WhaW haV beeQ cRlRUed aQd cR-RSWed b\ Whe SRliWical back-aQd-fRUWh Rf RXU 
da\. The LefW VRPeWiPeV XVeV ³jXVWice´ aV a caWch-all ZRUd WR Walk abRXW aQ\WhiQg WhaW 
Whe\ WhiQk VhRXld RU VhRXldQ¶W be dRQe, aQd Whe RighW Zill XVe WeUPV like ³VRcial jXVWice 
ZaUUiRUV´ WR iQVXlW aQd ZUiWe Rff aQ\WhiQg WhaW Whe\ WhiQk iV WRR ZRke RU ³SRliWicall\ cRUUecW.´ 
BXW befRUe jXVWice ZaV eYeU a WalkiQg SRiQW RQ Whe LefW RU Whe RighW, iW ZaV a deeSl\ 
biblical idea.  
 
OQe WiPe I ZaV gUabbiQg lXQch ZiWh a QeZ SeUVRQ WhaW ZaV iQWeUeVWed iQ geWWiQg WR kQRZ 
PRUe abRXW RXU chXUch faPil\. AW RQe SRiQW Rf Whe cRQYeUVaWiRQ, Whe ZRUd ³jXVWice´ caPe 
XS aQd Whe QeZ SeUVRQ gRW iQcUedibl\ XQcRPfRUWable. He ZaV YiVibl\ diVWUeVVed. SR aV a 
gRRd liWWle eQQeagUaP 8, I jXVW RXWUighW aVked hiP, ZhaW ZaV iW abRXW Whe ZRUd jXVWice WhaW 
Pade hiP XQcRPfRUWable? He SURceeded WR Well Pe WhaW iW iV cRQceUQiQg WhaW Ze aV a 
chXUch caUe abRXW jXVWice iVVXeV becaXVe WhaW cRPeV acURVV WR hiP Ze haYe falleQ PRUe 
iQ liQe ZiWh Whe SRliWical lefW.  
 
AV fRllRZeUV Rf GRd, Ze Qeed a beWWeU Za\ fRUZaUd iQ WhiQkiQg aQd WalkiQg abRXW jXVWice 
iVVXeV becaXVe jXVWice iV fiUVW aQd fRUePRVW belRQgV WR GRd aQd QRW a SRliWical SaUW\. We 
Qeed a fRXQdaWiRQ RQ Zh\ Ze Qeed WR caUe abRXW jXVWice iVVXeV RWheU WhaQ SRliWical 
UheWRUic RU ³iW¶V Whe UighW WhiQg WR dR´, Ze Qeed WR Vee jXVWice WhURXgh Whe leQV Rf RXU 
HeaYeQl\ FaWheU, ZhR cUeaWed eYeU\WhiQg. We Qeed WR XQdeUVWaQd WhaW GRd aV Whe 
cUeaWRU iV aQgU\ aQd heaUWbURkeQ RYeU Whe WhiQgV WhaW aUe ZUeckiQg chaRV aQd SaiQ iQ HiV 
cUeaWiRQ. SR I ZaQW XV WR diYe iQWR VRPe Rf WhaW WRda\. I ZaQW WR Vee if Ze caQ Ue-ViWXaWe 
Whe idea Rf jXVWice iQWR iWV biblical fUaPeZRUk. BecaXVe Whe ZRUd aQd idea iWVelf iV deeSl\, 
SURfRXQdl\ biblical±aQd XQdeUVWaQdiQg WhaW iV abVRlXWel\ eVVeQWial WR RXU SXUVXiW Rf Uacial 
jXVWice RU aQ\ jXVWice iVVXe.  
 
TR dR WhaW, I ZaQW XV WR VWaUW Rff b\ lRRkiQg aW jXVW RQe YeUVe Rf Micah, chaSWeU 6. HeUe¶V 
ZhaW iW Va\V iQ Y. 8: 
 

He has told \ou, O man, what is good; and what does the Lord require of \ou but 
to do justice, and to love kindness, and to walk humbl\ with \our God? 
 

CRXQWleVV VchRlaUV haYe SRiQWed RXW WhaW WhiV YeUVe iV a gUeaW VXPPaU\ Rf hRZ GRd 
ZaQWV hiV SeRSle WR liYe iQ Whe ZRUld. I kQRZ Ze haYe a lRW Rf SeRSle aW CiW\ ChXUch WhaW 
aUe cRQVideUiQg fRllRZiQg JeVXV RU haYe UeceQWl\ begXQ fRllRZiQg JeVXV. If WhaW¶V \RX, aQd 
\RX¶Ue lRRkiQg fRU a VXPPaU\ Rf ZheUe WR VWaUW iQ UegaUdV WR Whe ChUiVWiaQ life, WhiV iV a 
SUeWW\ gRRd SaVVage WR UefeUeQce. 
 
IW Va\V WhaW ​as God¶s people, ​Ze aUe WR ³dR jXVWice, lRYe kiQdQeVV (aQRWheU ZRUd fRU WhaW 
ZRXld be PeUc\), aQd Zalk hXPbl\ ZiWh GRd. NRZ iW¶V SURbabl\ helSfXl WR WhiQk Rf WhRVe 
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leVV aV a liVW Rf WhUee ​separate ​ WhiQgV, aQd PRUe aV WhUee Za\V WR Va\ Whe ​same thing. ​IQ 
RWheU ZRUdV, kQRZiQg Whe GRd Rf Whe bible PeaQV ³ZalkiQg hXPbl\ ZiWh hiP,´ Zhich iWVelf 
eQcRPSaVVeV lRYiQg kiQdQeVV, aQd dRiQg jXVWice. ThaW¶V ZhaW iW PeaQV WR haYe a 
UelaWiRQVhiS ZiWh GRd±iW lRRkV like \RXU life UeflecWiQg all Rf WhaW.  
 
NRZ WhaW ZRUd ³jXVWice´ iQ Whe SaVVage, iQ Whe RUigiQal laQgXage iV Whe ZRUd ​mishpat. ​CaQ 
\RX Va\ WhaW? ​Mishpat. ​The PRVW baVic PeaQiQg Rf Whe ZRUd iV WR ​treat people equitabl\. 
AQd WhiV idea ceQWeUV RQ ZhaW KeQW Walked abRXW RQ Zeek 1 Rf RXU VeUieV: WhaW each Rf XV 
aUe Pade iQ Whe iPage Rf GRd RU Whe iPagR Dei if \RX SUefeU laWiQ, aQd becaXVe Rf WhaW 
Ze aUe giYeQ iQheUeQW ZRUWh aQd YalXe. SR PiVhSaW iV WUeaWiQg SeRSle UighWl\ iQ lighW Rf Whe 
iPagR Dei.  
 
MiVhSaW alVR UefeUV WR ​justice ​ PXch like Ze WhiQk abRXW iW ​toda\: ​VeeiQg WR iW WhaW SeRSle 
aUe SXQiVhed fRU cRPPiWWiQg a cUiPe. SeeiQg WR iW WhaW WhRVe ZhR dR ZURQg dRQ¶W jXVW geW 
aZa\ ZiWh iW. BXW iW alVR PeaQV ³giYiQg SeRSle WheiU UighWV.´ IQ VXPPaU\, iW¶V giYiQg SeRSle 
what the\ are due ​, ZheWheU WhaW iV aSSURSUiaWe SXQiVhPeQW, RU aSSURSUiaWe SURWecWiRQ aQd 
caUe aQd SURYiViRQ. ThaW¶V ZhaW ​mishpat ​RU ​justice ​PeaQV iQ Whe bible: giYiQg SeRSle ZhaW 
Whe\ aUe dXe. 
 
AQd caQ I Pake aQ RbVeUYaWiRQ? (AVkV Whe gX\ ZiWh Whe PicURShRQe) GeQeUall\ 
VSeakiQg, Whe SRliWical RighW Ueall\ geWV aQd iQViVWV RQ giYiQg SeRSle Whe SXQiVhPeQW Whe\ 
aUe dXe, aQd Whe LefW Ueall\ geWV aQd iQViVWV RQ giYiQg SeRSle Whe SURWecWiRQ RU caUe Whe\ 
aUe dXe. BXW each Rf WheP VWUXggle PighWil\ ZiWh dRiQg bRWh aQd Whe bible Va\V Ze aUe 
called WR dR bRWh.  
 
AQd WhiV ZRUd ​mishpat, ​iQ iWV YaUiRXV fRUPV, iV XVed RYeU 200 WiPeV iQ Whe Old TeVWaPeQW. 
IW iV TXiWe a ​theme ​. AQd QRWice WhaW ³dRiQg jXVWice´ iV QRW RSWiRQal iQ Micah 6. IW dReVQ¶W 
Va\ WhaW kQRZiQg GRd iV ZhaW¶V iPSRUWaQW, aQd WheQ if \RX haYe e[WUa WiPe RU PRQe\ RU 
eQeUg\, \RX PighW cRQVideU dRiQg VRPe jXVWice. IW dReVQ¶W Va\ WhaW a UelaWiRQVhiS ZiWh 
GRd iV ZhaW¶V iPSRUWaQW, bXW WhaW if \RX¶Ue a liWWle PRUe LefW-leaQiQg \RX VhRXld alVR dR 
jXVWice becaXVe WhaW¶V \RXU WhiQg. IW Va\V WhaW ³ZalkiQg hXPbl\ ZiWh GRd´ ​necessaril\ 
includes ​lRYiQg kiQdQeVV, aQd dRiQg ​justice ​.  
 
AQd if \RX WUace Whe idea Rf ​mishpat, ​RU jXVWice, WhURXgh Whe bible, \RX¶ll fiQd WhaW iW geWV 
bURXghW XS PRVW RfWeQ iQ Whe cRQWe[W Rf fRXU gURXSV Rf SeRSle: Whe ​widow, ​Whe ​orphan, ​Whe 
poor, ​aQd Whe ​foreigner. ​CRQViVWeQWl\ aQd cRQVWaQWl\ iQ Whe bible, GRd¶V SeRSle aUe called 
WR eQVXUe WhaW WhRVe fRXU gURXSV Rf SeRSle aUe caUed fRU, SURYided fRU, defeQded, aQd 
VWRRd XS fRU. NRZ Zh\ PighW ​those ​ gURXSV Rf SeRSle be highlighWed? 
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Well ViPSl\ SXW, iW¶V becaXVe WhRVe SeRSle ZeUe PRVW ​vulnerable ​WR ​oppression ​iQ Whe 
aQcieQW ZRUld. BecaXVe Rf WheiU VWaWXV, Whe\ ZeUe Whe gURXSV PRVW RfWeQ WakeQ adYaQWage 
Rf, lRRked RYeU, aQd PiVWUeaWed±becaXVe TXiWe fUaQkl\, RWheU SeRSle cRXld RfWeQ ​get awa\ 
ZiWh WUeaWiQg WheP WhaW Za\. AQd aV MaUcXV PeQWiRQed VRPe laVW Zeek, iW¶V VWill TXiWe 
ViPilaU WRda\. OfWeQ, Whe RSSUeVViRQ aQd PiVWUeaWPeQW Rf ceUWaiQ gURXSV Rf SeRSle 
cRQWiQXeV becaXVe WheUe aUe YeU\ feZ cRQVeTXeQceV eQfRUced fRU SeRSle dRiQg WhaW. AQd 
UePePbeU fURP a VecRQd agR, jXVWice iV bRWh aSSURSUiaWe SXQiVhPeQW ​and ​aSSURSUiaWe 
SURWecWiRQ. SR iW VhRXldQ¶W be a VXUSUiVe WR XV WhaW ZheQ WheUe iV QRW aSSURSUiaWe 
punishment ​fRU Whe gXilW\, WheUe iV a lack Rf SURWecWiRQ aQd caUe fRU Whe RSSUeVVed. 
The\¶Ue RfWeQ WZR VideV Rf Whe cRiQ.  
 
AQd all Rf WhiV iV Zh\ Whe GRd Rf Whe bible callV hiV SeRSle WR ​do justice ​iQ UegaUdV WR 
WhRVe gURXSV Rf SeRSle. AQd ZhaW¶V iQWeUeVWiQg iV WhaW ZheQ GRd¶V SeRSle QeglecW WR caUe 
fRU WhRVe YXlQeUable gURXSV Rf SeRSle, iW¶V QRW called a lack Rf ​compassion ​ RU ​neglect​±iW¶V 
called ​injustice. ​LRRk ZiWh Pe aW ZhaW NeZ YRUk SaVWRU aQd aXWhRU TiP KelleU Va\V abRXW 
WhiV: 
 

The mishpat, or justness, of a societ\, according to the Bible, is evaluated b\ how 
it treats these groups​ ​(WhRVe fRXU gURXSV Ze PeQWiRQed eaUlieU±Whe ZidRZ, Whe 
SRRU, Whe RUShaQ, aQd Whe fRUeigQeU)​. ​An\ neglect shown to the needs of the 
members of this quartet is not called merel\ a lack of merc\ or charit\, but a 
violation of justice, of mishpat. God loves and defends those with the least 
economic and social power, and so should we. That is what it means to ³do 
justice.´ 

 
IQ P\ e[SeUieQce, a lRW Rf SURclaiPed fRllRZeUV Rf JeVXV haYe QRW beeQ e[SRVed WR Whe 
WhePe Rf jXVWice aQd dRiQg jXVWice iQ Whe bible. GeQeUall\ aV VRRQ aV VRPeRQe VWaUWV 
SXWWiQg fRUZaUd WheVe ideaV, ChUiVWiaQV Zill UejecW ZhaW Whe\¶Ue Va\iQg ZiWh cUieV Rf 
MaU[iVP RU VRcialiVP, becaXVe Whe\ ViPSl\ aUeQ¶W faPiliaU ZiWh Whe WeachiQgV RQ jXVWice 
WhaW Ze fiQd iQ Whe bible. 
 
The WhePe Rf jXVWice cRQWiQXeV fURP Whe Old TeVWaPeQW iQWR Whe NeZ TeVWaPeQW. If \RX 
fRllRZ JeVXV¶ PiQiVWU\ iQ Whe gRVSelV, \RX¶ll fiQd WhaW he haV a QaWXUal iQcliQaWiRQ WRZaUdV 
Whe SRRU, Whe RXWcaVW, aQd Whe e[clXded. He hRldV WheP XS aV e[aPSleV Rf faiWh. He 
gUaYiWaWeV WRZaUdV WheP iQ laUge cURZdV aQd VhRZV aQ e[WUa PeaVXUe Rf caUe aQd 
aWWeQWiRQ WRZaUdV WheP. He UailV agaiQVW WhRVe ZhR PiVWUeaW, RYeUlRRk, aQd RSSUeVV 
WheP.  
 
IQ Whe gRVSel Rf LXke VSecificall\, Whe fiUVW SXblic ZRUdV RXW Rf JeVXV¶ PRXWh, ZheQ he iV 
aQQRXQciQg Whe VWaUW Rf hiV eaUWhl\ PiQiVWU\, gR like WhiV: 
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The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he has anointed me to proclaim good 
news to the poor. He has sent me to proclaim libert\ to the captives and 
recovering of sight to the blind, to set at libert\ those who are oppressed, 
to proclaim the \ear of the Lord's favor. 
 

SR Whe WhePe PiVhSaW RU jXVWice iV WhURXghRXW VcUiSWXUeV aQd iV VRPeWhiQg GRd caUeV 
deeSl\ abRXW. TRda\, Ze aUe gRiQg WR lRRk aW a SaVVage WhaW a lRW Rf XV aUe faPiliaU ZiWh. 
TXUQ ZiWh Pe WR ​LXke 10.​ IQ WhiV SaVVage, JeVXV dReV QRW e[SliciWl\ XVe Whe ZRUd ​justice, 
bXW Whe WhePe Rf jXVWice iV all RYeU iW. SR I ZaQW XV WR cRQVideU WhiV VWRU\ aQd Vee ZhaW Ze 
caQ gleaQ fURP iW iQ WeUPV Rf hRZ Ze aSSURach jXVWice aV fRllRZeUV Rf JeVXV.  
 
NRZ, fRU cRQWe[W, iQ WhiV SaVVage, JeVXV iV WelliQg a VWRU\ iQ UeVSRQVe WR a TXeVWiRQ WhaW 
VRPeRQe aVkV hiP. A WeacheU Rf Whe Old TeVWaPeQW LaZ aSSURacheV JeVXV aQd Va\V 
³ZhaW PXVW I dR WR iQheUiW eWeUQal life?´ ThaW¶V WeacheU-Rf-Whe-laZ fRU ³ZhaW dReV iW lRRk 
like WR haYe a UelaWiRQVhiS ZiWh GRd?´ JeVXV UeVSRQdV WR WhaW TXeVWiRQ ZiWh hiV RZQ 
TXeVWiRQ, Zhich iV ³ZhaW iV ZUiWWeQ iQ Whe LaZ?´ IQ RWheU ZRUdV, ³\RX¶Ue Whe e[SeUW WheUe 
gX\±ZhaW dR \RX WhiQk iW lRRkV like?´ The WeacheU Rf Whe LaZ Va\V WhaW iW PeaQV ³lRYiQg 
GRd ZiWh all \RXU heaUW, VRXl, PiQd aQd VWUeQgWh, aQd lRYiQg \RXU QeighbRU aV \RXUVelf.´ 
JeVXV Va\V ³Qailed iW (WhaW¶V a SaUaShUaVe). YRX¶Ue abVRlXWel\ UighW±gR dR WhaW.´ 
 
BXW WheQ he aVkV JeVXV a fRllRZ-XS TXeVWiRQ: ³ZhR iV P\ QeighbRU?´ ThiV gX\ iV YeU\ 
VhUeZd. He XQdeUVWaQdV WhaW WheUe¶V QR Za\ aURXQd Whe ZhRle ³lRYe GRd, lRYe \RXU 
QeighbRU WhiQg.´ SR Whe TXeVWiRQ he aVkV iV ³Rka\±WheQ ​who is ​P\ QeighbRU, e[acWl\?´ IQ 
RWheU ZRUdV, ³ZhR dR I haYe WR lRYe, aQd ZhR ​don¶t ​I haYe WR lRYe?´ He ZaQWV JeVXV WR 
giYe hiP a SaVV RQ lRYiQg VRPe SeRSle. IQVWead JeVXV WellV hiP a VWRU\, aQd WhiV VWRU\ iV 
a Za\ Rf e[SlaiQiQg ZhaW ³lRYiQg \RXU QeighbRU´ WUXl\ lRRkV like. The VWRU\ WhaW PaQ\ Rf XV 
kQRZ aV Whe VWRU\ Rf Whe ³GRRd SaPaUiWaQ.´ 
 
LeW¶V Zalk WhURXgh iW WRgeWheU, aQd Ze¶ll SRiQW RXW VRPe WhiQgV aV Ze gR alRQg. SWaUWiQg iQ 
Y. 30: 
 

[30] Jesus replied, ³A man was going down from Jerusalem to Jericho, and he fell 
among robbers, who stripped him and beat him and departed, leaving him half 
dead.  
 

NRZ, aW jXVW RQe YeUVe iQWR Whe VWRU\, JeVXV¶ aXdieQce ZRXld¶Ye alUead\ had a YeU\ 
cRQcUeWe SicWXUe iQ WheiU head Rf Whe ViWXaWiRQ JeVXV deVcUibeV. A PaQ WUaYeliQg fURP 
JeUXValeP WR JeUichR ZRXld¶Ye aVVXPed WhaW WhiV ZaV a JeZiVh PaQ, aQd WhiV SaUWicXlaU 
URXWe ZaV kQRZQ fRU beiQg eVSeciall\ daQgeURXV aQd WUeacheURXV. TheUe ZeUe VR-called 
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³highZa\PeQ´ all alRQg Whe URXWe, QRWRUiRXV fRU dRiQg e[acWl\ ZhaW JeVXV Va\V Whe\ dR: 
URbbiQg SeRSle, VWealiQg eYeU\WhiQg Whe\ had iQclXdiQg WheiU clRWheV, aQd beaWiQg WheP 
VeQVeleVV. SR WhiV ZaV a YeU\ ​realistic ​h\SRWheWical VceQaUiR fRU Whe SeRSle liVWeQiQg. If 
Whe\ ZeUe JeZiVh aQd if Whe\ WUaYeled WhaW URad, WheUe ZaV a YeU\ gRRd chaQce 
VRPeWhiQg like WhiV ZRXld haSSeQ WR WheP.  
 
WiWh WhaW eVWabliVhed, JeVXV cRQWiQXeV:  

 
[31] Now b\ chance a priest was going down that road, and when he saw him he 
passed b\ on the other side. [32] So likewise a Levite, when he came to the place 
and saw him, passed b\ on the other side.  
 

A SUieVW aQd a LeYiWe ZRXld bRWh be e[SecWed WR VWRS aQd helS Whe iQjXUed PaQ, becaXVe 
Whe\ ZRXld haYe bRWh VeeQ hiP aV a bURWheU iQ Whe faiWh. BXW Whe\ dRQ¶W. The\ SaVV b\ RQ 
Whe RWheU Vide, leaYiQg hiP WheUe iQ SaiQ. TheQ WhiV haSSeQV, Y. 33: 

 
[33] But a Samaritan, as he journe\ed, came to where he was, and when he saw 
him, he had compassion.  
 

SR WR XQdeUVWaQd Whe SURYRcaWiYe QaWXUe Rf ZhaW JeVXV iV Va\iQg, \RX Qeed WR 
XQdeUVWaQd Whe UelaWiRQVhiS beWZeeQ JeZiVh SeRSle aQd SaPaUiWaQ SeRSle aW Whe WiPe. IW 
ZRXld haYe beeQ haUd WR deVcUibe a UelaWiRQVhiS filled ZiWh PRUe aQiPRViW\ aQd bad blRRd 
WhaQ Whe RQe beWZeeQ JeZV aQd SaPaUiWaQV. MXch Rf iW ZaV Uacial iQ QaWXUe, VRPe Rf iW 
ZaV hiVWRUical iQ QaWXUe±bXW WheVe WZR gURXSV Rf SeRSle did QRW geW alRQg ​at all.  
 
Ma\be iW helSV WR SXW iW iQ a PRdeUQ cRQWe[W. IPagiQe if WRda\, JeVXV ZaV WelliQg WhiV VWRU\ 
WR a Zell-kQRZQ, h\SeU-CRQVeUYaWiYe SRliWiciaQ ZhR WhiQkV WhaW ³ZRke LefWiVWV´ aUe WU\iQg 
WR UXiQ RXU cRXQWU\. The VWRU\ PighW gR WhaW ​he ​(Whe SRliWiciaQ) ZaV RQ a WUiS WR Vee hiV 
VXSSRUWeUV, aQd ZaV URbbed aQd beaWeQ aQd lefW fRU dead. AQd Zhile he ZaV l\iQg WheUe, 
a Zell-kQRZQ cRQVeUYaWiYe WUaYeliQg eYaQgeliVW caPe b\, aQd SaVVed b\ RQ Whe RWheU 
Vide Rf Whe URad. TheQ, a MAGA-haW ZeaUiQg TUXPS VXSSRUWeU caPe b\, aQd alVR SaVVed 
b\ RQ Whe RWheU Vide. BXW ​then, ​a BLM SURWeVWeU RQ hiV Za\ hRPe fURP Whe laWeVW Uall\, 
ZiWh a SURWeVW VigQ VWill iQ haQd, VeeV Whe PaQ RQ Whe Vide Rf Whe URad, aQd haV 
cRPSaVViRQ RQ hiP, aQd cRPeV WR helS.  
 
OU VXbVWiWXWe iQ ZhaWeYeU WZR SeRSle \RX ZaQW WR. LeW'V Va\ iW'V a BLM SURWeVWRU b\ Whe 
Vide Rf Whe URad, aQd Whe RQl\ SeUVRQ ZhR VWRSV WR helS WheP iV a MAGA haW-ZeaUiQg, 
TUXPS flag ZaYiQg cRQVeUYaWiYe. OU iW iV QeR-Qa]i cRYeUed iQ VZaVWika WaWRRV l\iQg b\ Whe 
Vide Rf Whe URad aQd Whe RQl\ SeUVRQ ZhR VWRSV WR helS iV aQ IVUaeli VRldieU.  
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AUe \RX feeliQg XQcRPfRUWable \eW? BecaXVe WhaW iV clRVeU WR ZhaW Whe RUigiQal aXdieQce 
ZaV feeliQg aV JeVXV WellV WhiV VWRU\.  SXb iQ ZhaWeYeU WZR gURXSV Rf SeRSle \RX ZaQW WR, 
bXW \RX'Ye gRWWa feel hRZ XQcRPfRUWable WhiV VWRU\ ZRXld'Ye beeQ WR JeVXV' aXdieQce aV 
he WRld iW. TheiU blRRd SUeVVXUe ZRXld haYe beeQ UiViQg aV he Walked abRXW iW. 
 
NRZ, jXVW fRU claUiW\, I¶P QRW Va\iQg WhaW¶V Whe VaPe ​thing ​aV ZhaW JeVXV iV Va\iQg±WheUe 
aUe diffeUeQceV. BXW I aP Va\iQg WhaW WhaW VWRU\ ZRXld haYe a YeU\ ViPilaU ​effect ​WR ZhaW 
JeVXV¶ VWRU\ iQ LXke 10 haV. IW ZRXld¶Ye cUeaWed Whe VaPe SRlaUi]iQg UeVSRQVe iQ hiV 
aXdieQce aV WhaW RQe ZRXld WRda\. BecaXVe iW XQaSRlRgeWicall\ bXUVWV RSeQ VRPe 
SUecRQceiYed caWegRUieV iQ SeRSle¶V PiQdV. ThiV iV Zh\ JeVXV ZaV VXch a bUilliaQW 
WeacheU aQd VWRU\WelleU. ThiV PaQ ZhR cXlWXUall\ VSeakiQg ZRXld haYe beeQ Whe leaVW 
likel\ WR helS Whe PaQ iQ Qeed Rf helS, ​is ​Whe RQe ZhR haV cRPSaVViRQ RQ hiP.  
 
LeW¶V keeS UeadiQg abRXW Whe ​lengths ​Whe SaPaUiWaQ gReV WR WR helS, Y. 34: 

 
[34] He went to him and bound up his wounds, pouring on oil and wine. Then he 
set him on his own animal and brought him to an inn and took care of him. [35] 
And the next da\ he took out two denarii and gave them to the innkeeper, sa\ing, 
µTake care of him, and whatever more \ou spend, I will repa\ \ou when I come 
back.¶  
 

SR he VWRSV, haV cRPSaVViRQ RQ Whe PaQ l\iQg b\ Whe Vide Rf Whe URad, he SURYided 
ePeUgeQc\ caUe WR Whe PaQ¶V iQjXUieV, aQd WheQ WakeV hiP WR aQ iQQ (VRUW Rf like a hRVSiWal 
WRda\) aQd Sa\V fRU Whe PaQ WR VWa\ WheUe XQWil he haV fXll\ UecRYeUed. AQd WheQ RffeUV WR 
fRRW aQ\ addiWiRQal e[SeQVeV iQcXUUed. ThiV ZRXld haYe beeQ a ​substantial ​e[SeQVe back 
WheQ.  
 
ThiV PaQ, Whe SaPaUiWaQ, ZhR ZaV PRVW likel\ cRQViVWeQWl\ aQd YRcall\ haWed aQd 
RSSRVed b\ Whe JeZiVh PaQ b\ Whe Vide Rf Whe URad, gReV RXW Rf hiV Za\ WR caUe fRU Whe 
PaQ. AQd keeS iQ PiQd: Whe SaPaUiWaQ had ​nothing to do ​ZiWh Whe PaQ¶V iQjXUieV. He did 
QRW caXVe Whe SURbleP iQ Whe leaVW±aQd \eW he VeeV WR iW WhaW WhRVe ZURQgV aUe UighWed, aW 
hiV RZQ e[SeQVe.  
 
TheQ JeVXV dUaZV Whe VWRU\ WR a clRVe aQd aVkV Whe PaQ he WRld Whe VWRU\ WR WhiV 
TXeVWiRQ, Y. 36: 

 
[36] Which of these three, do ​\ou​ think, proved to be a ​neighbor ​ to the man who 
fell among the robbers?´  
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³Which Rf WheVe WhUee PeQ: Whe SUieVW, Whe LeYiWe, RU Whe SaPaUiWaQ, dR ​\ou think ​SURYed 
WR be a ​neighbor ​WR Whe PaQ b\ Whe Vide Rf Whe URad? WhR dR ​\ou think ​Ueall\ ePbRdieV 
RbedieQce WR Whe LaZ? WhR dR ​\ou think ​Ueall\ ePbRdieV Whe W\Se Rf life GRd ZaQWV fURP 
hiV SeRSle?´ VeUVe 37: 

 
[37] He said, ³The one who showed him merc\. ​́ ​He caQ¶W eYeQ bUiQg hiPVelf WR Va\ 
Whe ZRUdV ³Whe SaPaUiWaQ.´ ​And Jesus said to him, ³You go, and do likewise.´ 

 
JeVXV WellV Whe JeZiVh PaQ, ZhR iV aQ e[SeUW iQ Whe LaZ Rf Whe Old TeVWaPeQW, WR gR aQd 
be like Whe SaPaUiWaQ. Like Whe SeUVRQ he haWed, deVSiVed. The SeUVRQ he WhRXghW 
ePbRdied eYeU\WhiQg abRXW hRZ ​not ​WR liYe a life WhaW glRUified GRd. He QRZ iV fRUced, iQ 
Whe cRQWe[W Rf Whe VWRU\, WR gR aQd iPiWaWe WhaW PaQ.  
 
NRZ, ZiWh all Rf WhaW XQSacked, WheUe¶V a lRW Ze cRXld Walk abRXW. We cRXld dig eYeQ 
fXUWheU iQWR Whe Uacial iPSlicaWiRQV Rf all Rf WhiV±hRZ JeVXV iQWeQWiRQall\ fRUced hiV 
aXdieQce WR UeckRQ ZiWh WheiU Uacial biaVeV aQd eWhQic VXSeUiRUiW\. HRZ he ZaV fRUciQg 
WheP WR Vee Whe iPagR dei iQ VRPeRQe WhaW Whe\ ZeUe iQcliQed WR QRW Vee iW iQ. ThaW ZRXld 
all be ZRUWh diVcXVViQg. 
 
BXW heUe¶V Whe RQe WhiQg I ZaQW XV WR hRPe iQ RQ fRU WRda\. I ZaQW XV WR QRWice ZhaW JeVXV 
Va\V WhaW ​love is. ​TR JeVXV, lRYe iV QRW, aV VRPe SeRSle WhiQk WRda\, jXVW beiQg ​pleasant 
WR SeRSle. If \RX VWRS Whe aYeUage SeUVRQ aW a cRffee VhRS heUe iQ WRZQ aQd aVk WheP 
ZhaW Whe\ WhiQk iV ZURQg ZiWh Whe ZRUld, WheUe¶V aW leaVW a 75% chaQce Whe\¶Ue gRQQa Va\ 
³Ze jXVW Qeed WR lRYe each RWheU PRUe, PaQ. JXVW Qeed PRUe ​love.​´ AQd Zhile I dRQ¶W 
diVagUee ZiWh WheiU VWaWePeQW, I dRQ¶W kQRZ WhaW I agUee ZiWh WheiU ​definition ​Rf lRYe. 
BecaXVe geQeUall\ ZhaW Whe\ PeaQ b\ WhaW iV WhaW Ze VhRXld all jXVW be ​pleasant ​WRZaUdV 
RQe aQRWheU. We VhRXld be ​nice. ​JXVW WU\ QRW WR haWe SeRSle, aQd VPile aW WheP ZheQ \RX 
Vee WheP. ThaW¶V iW. 
 
BXW QRWice WhaW¶V QRW hRZ JeVXV defiQeV lRYe heUe. He defiQeV lRYe aV gRiQg RXW Rf \RXU 
Za\ WR UighW a ZURQg WhaW VRPeRQe elVe RccXUUed, aW gUeaW cRVW WR \RXUVelf. CaQ Ze agUee 
WhaW¶V RQ a diffeUeQW leYel WhaQ ³be SleaVaQW WR SeRSle´? ​The man in Whe VWor\ Zho 
embodieV loYe iV Whe man Zho encoXnWerV a Zrong ​he did not cause, ​and chooVeV 
Wo make iW hiV reVponVibiliW\ an\Za\. To Wake VomeWhing WhaW ZaV noW hiV faXlW, and 
make iW hiV reVponVibiliW\.  
 
NRZ, heUe¶V ZheUe WhiV cRQQecWV WR eYeU\WhiQg Ze¶Ye beeQ WalkiQg abRXW VR faU WhiV 
PRUQiQg. BecaXVe WhiV all PeaQV WhaW aSSaUeQWl\ WR JeVXV, beiQg a SeUVRQ ZhR ³lRYeV Whe 
LRUd \RXU GRd ZiWh all \RXU heaUW, VRXl, PiQd, aQd VWUeQgWh; aQd lRYeV \RXU QeighbRU aV 
\RXUVelf,´ PeaQV beiQg a SeUVRQ ZhR dReV ​justice. ​BecaXVe dR \RX UePePbeU fURP 
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eaUlieU? DRiQg jXVWice PeaQV \RX Wake UeVSRQVibiliW\ fRU UighWiQg ZURQgV, ​even when \ou 
did not cause the wrong. ​IW PeaQV VeeiQg WR iW WhaW SeRSle aUe WUeaWed eTXiWabl\, ​whether 
or not ​Whe ​inequit\​ ZaV \RXU faXlW. AQd heUe, JeVXV UeaffiUPV WhaW, aQd SURYideV XV ZiWh a 
YiYid e[aPSle Rf iW. The PaQ ZhR lRYed hiV QeighbRU ZaV Whe SaPaUiWaQ, ZhR UighWed a 
ZURQg he did QRW caXVe. ThaW iV ZhaW iW PeaQV WR dR jXVWice, aQd ZhaW iW PeaQV WR lRYe 
\RXU QeighbRU aV GRd haV cRPPaQded XV.  
 
AQd heUe¶V Whe cUa]ieVW WhiQg abRXW all Rf WhiV WR Pe: Ze dRQ¶W eYeQ QeceVVaUil\ Qeed Whe 
VWRU\ Rf Whe gRRd SaPaUiWaQ, RU aQ Old TeVWaPeQW XQdeUVWaQdiQg Rf jXVWice WR be 
PRWiYaWed WR liYe like WhiV. The PRVW RbYiRXV UeaVRQ WhaW fRllRZeUV Rf JeVXV VhRXld be 
iQVSiUed WR UighW ZURQgV Whe\ did QRW caXVe iV ​because that is precisel\ what Jesus did for 
us. ​ThaW¶V Whe PeVVage Rf Whe gRVSel! ThaW JeVXV UighWed ZURQgV he did QRW caXVe. The 
ViQ iQ RXU heaUWV ZaV QRW JeVXV¶ faXlW. The ViQ iQ RXU ZRUld ZaV QRW JeVXV¶ faXlW. AQd \eW 
he VaZ iW aV ​his responsibilit\ ​WR dR VRPeWhiQg abRXW UePed\iQg iW. ThiV iV Whe baVic 
fRXQdaWiRQ Rf RXU faiWh: JeVXV, ZhR kQeZ QR ViQ, becaPe ViQ fRU XV, VR Ze PighW becRPe 
Whe UighWeRXVQeVV Rf GRd. He WRRk SeUVRQal UeVSRQVibiliW\ fRU ZhaW ZaVQ¶W hiV faXlW. AQd 
ZheQ Ze begiQ WR Vee Whe ZRUld aV JeVXV ZaV ​oXr ​ GRRd SaPaUiWaQ. He VRXghW RXU gRRd 
aW hiV e[SeQVe, iQ facW iW cRVW hiP eYeU\WhiQg. ThiV WUXWh giYeV XV Whe PRWiYaWiRQ WR dR Whe 
VaPe.  
 
FRU VRPe Rf XV WhiV VeUieV haV beeQ difficXlW fRU \RX VR faU aQd \RX dR QRW XQdeUVWaQd 
Zh\ Ze aUe VSeQdiQg WhiV PXch WiPe RQ WhiV WRSic. FRU VRPe Rf XV Ze alUead\ caUe abRXW 
Uacial iQjXVWice bXW \RX dR QRW kQRZ Zh\ \RX VhRXld caUe abRXW iW RWheU WhaQ iW feelV like 
Whe UighW WhiQg WR dR. FRU all Rf XV I WhiQk Ze Qeed WR heaU aQd be UePiQded Rf WhiV UealiW\ 
WRda\. The UeaVRQ \RX aUe a belRYed VRQ RU daXghWeU Rf GRd iV becaXVe GRd HiPVelf 
WRRk iW XSRQ hiV VhRXldeUV WR Pake a Za\ fRU \RX. He VaZ \RXU bURkeQQeVV aQd VhaPe 
aQd he caPe fRU \RX. BecaXVe he abVRlXWel\ lRYeV \RX. SR Whe PeQWaliW\ Rf ³QRW P\ faXlW 
RU QRW P\ UeVSRQVibiliW\´ VWaUWV WR fl\ agaiQVW Whe YeU\ beVW QeZV Rf \RXU life: ThaW GRd 
lRYeV \RX VR PXch WhaW he VaZ iW aV hiV UeVSRQVibiliW\ WR Pake WhiQgV UighW beWZeeQ \RX 
aQd HiP. ThaW iV Whe beVW QeZV aQ\ Rf XV caQ hRSe fRU. AQd WhaW¶V RXU PRWiYaWiRQ fRU 
dRiQg jXVWice. I Ueali]e Ze haYe aW WiPeV beeQ SRliWicall\ diVciSled RXW Rf WhiQkiQg abRXW iW 
iQ WhRVe WeUPV, bXW ​that¶s ​ZhaW Ze¶Ue WalkiQg abRXW.  
 
AQd WhaW GRd iV calliQg all Rf XV WR ePbRd\ WhaW gRRd QeZV WR Whe ZRUld aURXQd XV. ​That 
iV Zh\ Ze VhRXld be PRWiYaWed WR dR VRPeWhiQg abRXW RSSUeVViRQ aQd iWV effecWV iQ RXU 
ZRUld. IW hRQeVWl\ dReV QRW PaWWeU, iQ WeUPV Rf RXU UeVSRQVe, ZheWheU RU QRW Whe 
RSSUeVViRQ aQd iQjXVWice ZaV ​\our ​faXlW. BecaXVe ZheWheU iW ZaV RU ZaVQ¶W, iW iV VWill \RXU 
UeVSRQVibiliW\ WR dR VRPeWhiQg abRXW iW. ThaW ZaV JeVXV¶ SRVWXUe WRZaUdV XV, aQd WhaW iV 
WR be RXU SRVWXUe WRZaUdV RWheUV.  
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LeW Pe SXW iW WhiV Za\. CaQ I Well \RX VRPeWhiQg I¶Ye QRWiced aV aQ RbVeUYeU Rf Uacial 
WeQViRQV iQ RXU cRXQWU\? HeUe¶V ZhaW I¶Ye QRWiced. IQ geQeUal, aPRQg ZhiWe SeRSle, WheUe 
WeQdV WR be a lack Rf aZaUeQeVV Rf Uacial iQjXVWice, aQd VRPeWiPeV a lack Rf deViUe WR dR 
aQ\WhiQg abRXW iW. AQd iQ UeVSRQVe, RfWeQ WheUe iV a SXVhback fURP black SeRSle ZheUe 
Whe\ haYe Vaid ³Zell, ZhiWe SeRSle, iW¶V ​\our fault ​WhaW Whe UaciVP iV WheUe, aQd WheUefRUe 
\RX Qeed WR dR VRPeWhiQg abRXW iW.´ AQd RQ VRPe leYel, I geW ZheUe WhaW iV cRPiQg fURP. 
SRPe ZhiWe SeRSle ​are ​SeUVRQall\ gXilW\ Rf iQjXVWice. AQd, iW¶V eaV\ WR feel like if Ze dRQ¶W 
Pake ZhiWe SeRSle feel gXilW\ aQd UeVSRQVible, Whe\ ZRQ¶W be ​motivated ​WR dR aQ\WhiQg 
abRXW Whe iQjXVWice. SR Ze feel like Ze Qeed WR heaS WhaW VhaPe RQ WheP iQ RUdeU WR 
PRWiYaWe WheP iQWR acWiRQ. AQd WhaW¶V XQdeUVWaQdable. AQd I geW iW, VhaPe aQd gXilW iV a 
SRZeUfXl PRWiYaWRU.  
 
BXW caQ I jXVW VXggeVW VRPeWhiQg? AV ZiWh aQ\ aVSecW Rf life, VhaPe caQ RQl\ PRWiYaWe 
SeRSle fRU VR lRQg. GXilW caQ RQl\ PRWiYaWe SeRSle VR PXch. AW VRPe SRiQW \RX Zill jXVW 
be RYeU iW , giYe XS  RU becRPe biWWeU becaXVe \RX Ueali]e QR PaWWeU hRZ PXch \RX dR, iW 
Zill QeYeU be eQRXgh. ​In order Wo moWiYaWe laVWing, VXVWained change and efforW, \oX 
need VomeWhing mXch more poZerfXl and laVWing Whan gXilW and Vhame. YoX need 
Whe good neZV of JeVXV. ​YRX Qeed Whe PeVVage Rf Whe ScUiSWXUeV. AQd WhRVe 
ScUiSWXUeV Weach WhiV: WhaW ​whether or not the injustice was \our fault, if \ou are a follower 
of Jesus, it¶s \our responsibilit\. Because that is precisel\ how Jesus approached us and 
that is wh\ we are called to approach justice in the same wa\. ​The gRal iV QRW fRU ZhiWe 
fRlkV iQ RXU chXUch WR feel gXilW\ RU aVhaPed, Whe gRal iV WR Vee Whe bURkeQQeVV Rf RXU 
cRXQWU\ WhURXgh Whe leQV Rf Whe bible.  
 
SR leW Pe leaYe \RX ZiWh VRPeWhiQg WhaW iV VRUW Rf aQ aSSlicaWiRQ fRU WRda\, aQd 
VRPeWhiQg Rf aQ aSSlicaWiRQ fRU Whe SaVW WhUee ZeekV. WheQ Ze Walk abRXW dRiQg jXVWice, 
VSecificall\ iQ UegaUdV WR Uacial iVVXeV iQ RXU cRXQWU\, I WhiQk Ze¶Ue WalkiQg abRXW WhUee 
caWegRUieV: ​learning, lamenWing, ​aQd ​ liYing. ​A feZ ZRUdV RQ each: 

Learning 
FiUVW, Ze Qeed WR be edXcaWiQg RXUVelYeV iQ UegaUdV WR Uacial iQjXVWice. SR PXch Rf Whe 
WiPe, Whe UeaVRQ SeRSle eQd XS beiQg XQhelSfXl iQ WheiU SXUVXiW Rf jXVWice iV becaXVe Whe\ 
acW ZiWhRXW fiUVW XQdeUVWaQdiQg. We Qeed WR fiUVW ​learn.  
 
I WhiQk WhiV acWXall\ haV WZR elePeQWV WR iW. OQe iV ViPSl\ edXcaWiQg RXUVelYeV aV WR Whe 
experiences ​Rf SeRSle Rf cRlRU iQ RXU cRXQWU\. If \RX haYe black fUieQdV±aQd b\ WhaW, I 
PeaQ ​actual ​fUieQdV, QRW jXVW SeRSle WhaW \RX call \RXU ³black fUieQdV´ becaXVe \RX had a 
cRQYeUVaWiRQ RQe WiPe±bXW if \RX haYe black fUieQdV, liVWeQiQg Zell fRU WheP WR VhaUe WheiU 
e[SeUieQce.  
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If \RX ​don¶t​ haYe black fUieQdV, heUe¶V ZhaW I¶ll Well \RX: \RX liYe iQ aQ XQbelieYable WiPe iQ 
hXPaQ hiVWRU\. BecaXVe UighW QRZ, jXVW b\ GRRgliQg Whe ZRUdV ³Whe e[SeUieQce Rf black 
SeRSle iQ APeUica,´ \RX Zill fiQd likel\ WhRXVaQdV XSRQ WhRXVaQdV Rf blRgSRVWV aQd 
SaSeUV aQd aUWicleV WhaW Walk abRXW jXVW WhaW. YRX caQ bX\ bRRkV aW Whe click Rf a bXWWRQ. I 
dRQ¶W kQRZ WhaW \RX gX\V aUe aZaUe Rf WhiV, bXW WheUe iV a ZebViWe called 
ZZZ.APa]RQ.cRP​, ZheUe if \RX bX\ a bRRk, Whe\ Zill bUiQg iW WR \RXU hRXVe ZiWhiQ WZR 
da\V. IW¶V baVicall\ Ueal Pagic. BXW WheUe aUe cRXQWleVV bRRkV aYailable WR \RX WhaW helS 
\RX XQdeUVWaQd aQd faPiliaUi]e \RXUVelf ZiWh Whe e[SeUieQce Rf SeRSle Rf cRlRU iQ RXU 
cRXQWU\. TheUe aUe SRdcaVWV. TheUe aUe NeWfli[ VhRZV. LiWeUall\ VR PaQ\ RSWiRQV±\RX caQ 
leaUQ abRXW Whe e[SeUieQce Rf SeRSle Rf cRlRU. 
 
AQd WheQ Whe VecRQd elePeQW WR WhiV iV edXcaWiQg RXUVelYeV RQ hRZ Whe bible VSeakV WR 
WhRVe e[SeUieQceV. ThaW¶V PXch Rf ZhaW Ze¶Ye beeQ dRiQg iQ WhiV VeUieV: WakiQg ViWXaWiRQV 
aQd e[SeUieQceV iQ RXU ZRUld, aQd helSiQg XV haYe biblical laQgXage aQd caWegRUieV fRU 
WheP. ​Imago dei. The nations. Oppression. Justice. ​All Rf WheVe aUe biblical caWegRUieV WR 
helS XV kQRZ hRZ WR WhiQk abRXW aQd hRZ WR aSSURach cXUUeQW ViWXaWiRQV aQd 
e[SeUieQceV iQ RXU ZRUld. SR iQ a cRXSle diffeUeQW Za\V, ​learn ​abRXW jXVWice. SecRQd« 

LamenW 
We PeQWiRQed WhiV laVW SXQda\, bXW RQce Ze VWaUW WR XQdeUVWaQd Whe e[SeUieQce Rf 
SeRSle Rf cRlRU, bRWh QRZ aQd WhURXghRXW hiVWRU\, Ze aV fRllRZeUV Rf JeVXV VhRXld ​lament 
WhRVe UealiWieV. SSeQd WiPe gUieYiQg Whe effecWV Rf ViQ RQ RXU ZRUld± ​all ​ViQ, bXW VSecificall\ 
fRU RXU SXUSRVeV, ViQ iQ Whe fRUP Rf UaciVP aQd Uacial iQjXVWice. We laPeQW becaXVe WheUe 
aUe bURWheUV aQd ViVWeUV iQ Whe faPil\ Rf GRd ZhR aUe PRXUQiQg aQd hXUWiQg. We laPeQW 
becaXVe Ze aUe all iQ RQe GRd¶V faPil\.  
 
WheQ aQRWheU VhRRWiQg Rf aQ XQaUPed black PaQ haSSeQV, if \RX¶Ue clRVe ZiWh SeRSle Rf 
cRlRU iQ \RXU life, Ueach RXW aQd jXVW leW WheP kQRZ \RX¶Ue WhiQkiQg abRXW WheP aQd WhaW 
\RX haWe iW WRR. DRQ¶W UeTXiUe WheP WR UeVSRQd, dRQ¶W e[SecW WheP WR UeVSRQd. JXVW laPeQW 
ZiWh WheP aV \RX laPeQW ZiWh GRd.  
 
SSeQd WiPe acWXall\ SURceVViQg Whe iQjXVWiceV \RX Vee. TU\ dRiQg WhaW befRUe \RX geW 
aQgU\, befRUe \RX Wake acWiRQ. GUieYe aQd aVk GRd ZhaW he ZRXld haYe \RX dR. AQd 
WheQ« 
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LiYe 
ThiV iV ZheUe Whe UXbbeU hiWV Whe URad. Take SUacWical VWeSV WR SXVh back agaiQVW aQd 
XQdXe Whe chaiQV Rf iQjXVWice. SSeak XS. AdYRcaWe. VRWe. CaUe. Be helSfXl. I¶P gRiQg WR 
leaYe iW WheUe becaXVe Qe[W Zeek Ze¶Ue gRiQg WR geW a lRW PRUe SUacWical, bXW leW \RXU 
ePRWiRQV aQd deViUeV SXVh \RX iQWR acWiRQ. 
 
SeeQ WRgeWheU, WhiV SURceVV lRRkV a lRW like WhiV: 
 

 
The gRal iV WhaW WhiV ZRXld be a SeUSeWXal SURceVV Rf leaUQiQg, laPeQWiQg, aQd liYiQg RXW a 
SXUVXiW Rf jXVWice WhaW ZRXld eQdXUe RYeU Whe lRQg haXl. IW¶V QRW a VWeS b\ VWeS SURceVV, iW¶V 
QRW a dR WheVe WhUee WhiQgV RQce aQd I¶P dRQe±iW¶V a cRQWiQXal SURceVV Rf all WhUee aV Ze 
VWUiYe WRZaUdV GRd¶V YiViRQ fRU RXU ZRUld WRgeWheU.  
 
Ne[W Zeek P\ gRRd fUieQd AQW Zill VSeQd PRUe WiPe WalkiQg abRXW ZhaW iW lRRkV like WR liYe 
WhiV RXW. BXW WhiV Zeek, I dRQ¶W ZaQW XV WR PiVV RXW RQ Zh\ Ze VhRXld caUe abRXW jXVWice: 
ThiV iV  all PRWiYaWed b\ leaUQiQg ZhaW JeVXV fiUVW did fRU XV, aQd callV XV WR dR fRU RWheUV.  
 
LeW¶V SUa\.  
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