
The ReaVon foU RiWXal
Good morning eYer\bod\. If \oX haYe a bible, head Zith me oYer to MattheZ 9. If \oX¶re
neZ aroXnd here, Zhat Ze like to do on SXnda\s is jXst open Xp the bible to a passage
or tZo, Xnpack Zhat it means, and then talk aboXt Zhat it looks like to appl\ it into oXr
liYes toda\. And right noZ, Ze¶re in a series Zhere Ze¶re jXst doing that straight throXgh
the book of MattheZ, line-b\-line. And specificall\ right noZ, in chapters 8-10, Ze¶re
e[ploring some of the people that JesXs interacts Zith in the stor\. JesXs comes across a
Zide Yariet\ of people, and in each interaction, Ze get a glimpse of Zho JesXs is and
Zhat his heart is for people in general.

NoZ in toda\¶s stor\, JesXs is going to haYe some of his first rXn-ins Zith people that
represent ³the LaZ.´ NoZ Zhen I sa\ that, I don¶t mean ³the LaZ´ as in ³the cops,´±I
mean people Zho Zere steeped in the traditions and commandments in the laZ of
Moses–the laZ that \oX and I find primaril\ in the first fiYe books of the Old Testament.
AW Whe Wime JeVXV aUUiYeV on Whe Vcene, WheUe ZaV a ceUWain XndeUVWanding, from
WhaW SaUW of Whe bible, of hoZ God UelaWed Wo SeoSle, and hoZ SeoSle UelaWed Wo
God.

And toda\, JesXs interacts Zith three specific groXps of people Zho saZ themselYes as
experts in all that: the Pharisees, the scribes (or teachers of the LaZ), and the disciples
of John. And in JesXs¶ interaction Zith each of them, he engageV ZiWh WhaW
XndeUVWanding of hoZ Wo UelaWe Wo God, he deconstructs iW, and When comSleWel\
UeoUienWV iW. And m\ Wake on iW iV WhaW through WheVe VWoUieV, he mighW jXVW ZanW Wo
deconVWUXcW and UeoUienW hoZ Vome of us UelaWe Wo God Woo. So let¶s dig in and see
Zhat Ze can learn together.

NoZ jXst as a heads Xp, I¶m actXall\ going to take these three passages a little out of
order toda\. I¶m going to coYer the stor\ in the middle of oXr passage, and then the
stories on either side of that one. The reason for that is becaXse I think Whe middle VWoU\
conWainV a majoU inVighW±VoUW of an ³inWeUSUeWiYe ke\´±WhaW helSV XV understand
Whe oWheU WZo VWoUieV beWWeU. So Ze¶re going to start there in the middle, and Xse Zhat
Ze learn for the other tZo. Make sense? Cool. Pick it Xp Zith me in chapter 9, verse 9:

[9] As Jesus passed on from there, he saw a man called Matthew sitting at the tax
booth (meaning MattheZ was a ta[ collector), and he said to him, “Follow me.”
And he rose and followed him. [10] And as Jesus reclined at table in the house
(MattheZ¶s hoXse), behold, man\ tax collectors and sinners came and were
reclining with Jesus and his disciples. [11] And when the Pharisees saw this,
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they said to his disciples, “Why does \our teacher eat with tax collectors and
sinners?” [12] But when he Jesus heard it, he said, “Those who are well have no
need of a physician, but those who are sick. [13] Go and learn what this means:
‘I desire mercy, and not sacrifice.¶ For I came not to call the righteous, but
sinners.”

So in oXr first stor\, JesXs calls a gX\ named MattheZ to folloZ him. MattheZ is, in all
likelihood, the MattheZ Zho Zrote the book Ze¶re reading right noZ±the gospel of
MattheZ. BXt back Zhen JesXs called MattheZ to folloZ him, MattheZ Zas a tax
collector. And that¶s precisel\ Zhat prompts the tension and controYers\ in this particXlar
stor\. For those Xnfamiliar, ta[ collectors Zere not a Zildl\ popular bXnch among JeZish
people at this time. The\ Zere likel\ seen as eqXal parts traitors and con-men.

For reference, imagine Zith me that a foreign goYernment takes oYer the U.S. in a Man
in the High Castle-t\pe sitXation, and one of \oXr best friends hops on the pa\roll of that
foreign goYernment, starts forcing \oX to pa\ 40%, 50% or more of \oXr income to that
goYernment, this friend gets rich off of all of that, and the\ Xse the foreign goYernment¶s
militar\ to threaten \oX if \oX don¶t pa\. M\ gXess is that \oX¶re not gonna be a hXge fan
of that friend of \oXrs an\more. That¶s essentiall\ Zho ta[ collectors Zere. Needless to
sa\, if \oX¶Ue Matthew, \oX don¶W haYe a loW of JeZiVh SeoSle d\ing Wo gUab dinneU
ZiWh \oX. YoX¶Ye SUobabl\ goW moUe SeoSle Whan noW Zho haWe \oX and Vee \oX aV
Whe ZoUVW kind of bad SeUVon WheUe iV.

BXt in the stor\, Jesus Zalks Xp to MattheZ and calls Matthew to be his disciple. Shortl\
after, he heads oYer to MattheZ¶s hoXse for dinner. And to make matters Zorse, a host of
other ta[ collectors shoZ Xp to the dinner part\, as Zell as a groXp of people referred to
onl\ as ³sinners.´ NoZ there¶s some debate as to Zho these people Zere e[actl\. It
coXld¶Ye been an\one Zith an obYioXsl\ sinfXl lifest\le like a prostitXte or a thief, all the
Za\ doZn to jXst an\ common people Zho didn¶t liYe in strict obedience to Old
Testament laZ. BXt ZhoeYer it Zas, the Pharisees are not happ\ aboXt JesXs haYing
dinner Zith them at MattheZ¶s hoXse, so the\ ask his disciples aboXt it.

YoX¶Ye got to remember that in this da\ and age, Zho \oX ate Zith Zas a big deal,
sociall\ speaking. To eaW ZiWh Vomeone ZaV in eVVence Wo aVVociaWe \oXUVelf ZiWh
Whem. And often, it Zas to approYe of their behaYior and lifest\le. And in part, that is
Zhat is happening Zith this dinner part\. At this dinner, there is an association and
approYal of someone¶s actions taking place. BXt iW¶V noW JeVXV aSSUoYing of sinners.
IW¶V Whe VinneUV aSSUoYing of JeVXV. SeYeral commentators on the book of MattheZ
actXall\ note that this dinner is actXall\ a reception. It¶s a banquet, sponsored b\
MattheZ. It¶s MattheZ associating himself Zith Jesus and JesXs¶ moYement±JesXs¶ way
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of life. MattheZ has Xndergone a transformation: from traitor and con-man to disciple
and folloZer of JesXs of Na]areth. And he inYites all his shad\ friends to this dinner Zith
JesXs becaXse he Zants them to folloZ JesXs too.

JesXs actXall\ allXdes to all of this in his ansZer to the Pharisees¶ qXestion. First, he
sa\s that ³sick people´ are the ones that need a doctor. In other Zords, Zhen a doctor
hangs aroXnd sick people, it¶s not becaXse he approYes of sickness±it¶s becaXse he
Zants to do something about the sickness. In the same Za\, JesXs hanging oXt Zith
sinners isn¶t becaXse he approYes of sin, it¶s becaXse he Zants to do something about
that sin. BXt he also sa\s this±and this is the ³interpretiYe ke\´ I mentioned earlier, so I
Zant Xs to spend some time on it:

Go and learn what this means: ‘I desire mercy, and not sacrifice.¶

NoZ first off, this statement ZoXld¶Ye been Zildl\ offensive to the Pharisees JesXs sa\s it
to. Keep in mind, the\ are experts (and Yer\ mXch saw themselves as e[perts) in the Old
Testament. JesXs here quotes the Old Testament±specificall\ the book of Hosea±and
prefaces it Zith ³go and learn Zhat this means.´ This ZoXld be like me rolling into a
foXrth \ear philosoph\ class at UT and going, ³\oX gX\s shoXld reall\ read some
Aristotle±\oX might learn something.´ JesXs is impl\ing that the\ are Xnfamiliar Zith±or
at least confused by–the thing the\¶Ye deYoted their life to stXd\ing in detail.

So lest Ze find oXrselYes in the same place as the Pharisees±not knoZing Zhat that
Yerse means±let¶s actXall\ look at that Yerse from Hosea in fXll. We¶ll pXt it Xp on the
screen±this is Hosea 6:6±the Yerse JesXs qXotes from:

For I desire mercy, not sacrifice (that¶s the part JesXs qXoted), and
acknowledgment of God rather than burnt offerings.

So God ³desires merc\, not sacrifice.´ BXt the second half of that Yerse jXst reYealed that
this passage isn¶t jXst talking aboXt sacrifice in a general sense, as in ³being a sacrificial
person.´ It ZoXldn¶t make an\ sense for JesXs to discoXrage that±he actXall\
encourages that on a regXlar basis. Rather, it¶s talking aboXt a specific t\pe of sacrifice:
the sacrificial system in the Old Testament. We knoZ that becaXse the second half of the
Yerse Xses the official term ³bXrnt offering,´ Zhich is a specific type of sacrifice Zithin that
s\stem.

So I need to giYe \oX a thirt\-second crash coXrse in the sacrificial s\stem. Are \oX gX\s
read\ for sXch a thing? I knoZ that is e[actl\ Zhat \oX shoZed Xp here this morning
hoping \oX ZoXld become e[perts in. BXt it¶s important that Ze get it, so that Ze can
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Xnderstand Zhat JesXs is sa\ing. Essentially, the thinking behind the sacrificial s\stem
Zas this: sin is a big deal, it separates Xs from God, and something has to be done
aboXt that. If \oX¶re a folloZer of JesXs, \oX shoXld be tracking Zith all of that so far. BXt
in those da\s, Zhat had to be done aboXt it Zas that \oX had to offer a sacrifice for \oXr
sin. One specific t\pe of sacrifice Zas called a ³bXrnt offering.´ Essentiall\, it Zas a Za\
of acknoZledging \oXr sin natXre before God, and e[pressing a desire for a reneZed
relationship with him. YoX ZoXld go to the temple altar (or ma\be a priest ZoXld, on \oXr
behalf), and \oX ZoXld offer a sacrifice to God. IW ZaV a UiWXal±bXW iW ZaV a UiWXal ZiWh a
diVWincW purpose behind iW.

NoZ keep in mind, the Pharisees Zere experts in ritXals like these, so the\ Zere Yer\
familiar Zith the s\stem. In fact, the\ saZ themselves, basicall\, as the gatekeepers of it.
The\ had sort of set themselYes Xp as the aXthorities on Zhether or not people Zere
properl\ offering these sacrifices. BXt here Zas their problem, and this is so important to
get: Whe PhaUiVeeV emShaVi]ed Whe ritual, bXW Whe\ had foUgoWWen Whe purpose.
SomeZheUe along Whe line, Whe UiWXal had become moUe imSoUWanW Wo Whem Whan Whe
reason for Whe UiWXal.

So Zhat was the reason? Well Ze saZ it right there in Hosea 6. The pXrpose Zas mercy
and an acknowledgment of God. In fact, this passage sa\s that God prefers those
things, not the sacrifices. Apparentl\, the point of sacrifice Zasn¶t the sacrifice itself. It
Zas meant as a pointer to, a reminder of, Zhat God really Zants. The purpose ZaV Wo
UeXniWe God ZiWh hiV SeoSle, despite WheiU Vin. The enWiUe SoinW of Whe VacUificial
V\VWem ZaV UeXniWing God ZiWh VinneUV b\ dealing ZiWh WheiU Vin.

So here¶s Zh\ I sa\ the Pharisees had forgotten the reason: becaXse here JesXs is in
the stor\ offering merc\ and relationship Zith God to sinners, sinners are receiving
it±and all the Pharisees can think aboXt is hoZ it¶s not sXpposed to work like that. BXW
liVWen: WhaW¶V exactl\ hoZ iW¶V VXSSoVed Wo ZoUk±WhaW ZaV SUeciVel\ Whe point of Whe
VacUificial V\VWem. It¶s jXst that JesXs is going aboXt it in a neZ Za\ that jXst doesn¶t fit
in the e[isting frameZork. And that¶s their problem Zith it. NoZ, I knoZ Ze jXst coYered a
lot in a little amoXnt of time, bXt does all of that make sense, at least in theor\?

Oka\, noZ I Zant to look a little more qXickl\ at the other tZo stories in oXr passage Zith
eYer\thing Ze jXst talked aboXt in mind. BecaXse I think a lot of Zhat Ze see in the
scribes and the disciples of John is actXall\ a similar misXnderstanding of the Old
Testament laZ. We¶ll look at the scribes first. JXmp Xp Zith me to Y. 1 of chapter 9:

[1] And getting into a boat he crossed over and came to his own city. [2] And
behold, some people brought to him a paralytic, lying on a bed. And when Jesus
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saw their faith, he said to the paral\tic, “Take heart, my son; your sins are
forgiven.” [3] And behold, some of the scribes said to themselves, “This man is
blaspheming.” [4] But Jesus, knowing their thoughts, said, “Why do you think evil
in your hearts? [5] For which is easier, to say, ‘Your sins are forgiven,¶ or to say,
‘Rise and walk¶? [6] But that \ou ma\ know that the Son of Man has authorit\
on earth to forgive sins´—he then said to the paralytic—“Rise, pick up your bed
and go home.” [7] And he rose and went home. [8] When the crowds saw it, the\
were afraid, and they glorified God, who had given such authority to men.

So in this stor\, a paral\]ed man is broXght to JesXs on a mat. When JesXs sees the
man, and the faith of the people Zho broXght the man to him, he tells him that his sins
are forgiYen. The scribes, Zho are Zatching all of this go doZn, don¶t like that JesXs said
this. BecaXse remember, from their perspective, that's not hoZ this Zorks. From their
perspectiYe, for there to be forgiYeness of sins, there has to be an offering made, an
acknoZledgement of sin±there¶s a process and a ritual that has to be folloZed. BXt here
is JesXs jXst Zalking aroXnd telling people their sins are forgiYen, ZithoXt an\ of that
happening. So the\ accXse him of blasphemy (of claiming to do Zhat onl\ God, throXgh
the sacrificial s\stem, can do).

JesXs, knoZing Zhat the\¶re thinking, asks ³Zhich is easier to do? To sa\ µ\oXr sins are
forgiYen¶? Or to sa\ µget Xp and Zalk¶?´ So I¶ll jXst ask \¶all±Zhich is easier to sa\? Well
it¶s easier to say ³\oXr sins are forgiYen.´ BecaXse there¶s no Za\ to Yerif\ Zhether or not
that¶s true. Right? I coXld Zalk aroXnd telling people their sins are forgiYen all da\ long. I
coXld do it Oprah st\le: ³\oX get forgiYeness! And you get forgiYeness!´ I coXld claim to
do that all da\ long, becaXse there¶s no Za\ for an\bod\ to knoZ Zhether it has reall\
happened. BXt JesXs sa\s ³Vo WhaW \oX Zill knoZ I haYe Whe aXWhoUiW\ Wo do Whe
unverifiable Whing, I¶ll do Whe verifiable Whing.´ And he tells the man to get Xp and
Zalk, and the man does.

And plent\ of people see it happen, it sa\s. So noZ the scribes haYe a bit of a P.R.
problem on their hands. The\¶Ye been emphasi]ing to people, non-stop, the necessit\ of
the sacrificial s\stem for forgiYeness to happen. And JesXs has jXst seemingl\ b\passed
the Zhole sacrificial s\stem and then been validated in doing so. He haV VideVWeSSed
Whe ritual, bXW haV accomSliVhed Whe reason for Whe UiWXal: restoring SeoSle Wo God,
Yia Whe foUgiYeneVV of WheiU VinV. Once again, JesXs cares aboXt the reason for the
ritXal.

Oka\, let¶s look at the last stor\, and then Ze¶ll see hoZ this all might appl\ to Xs toda\.
Pick it Xp Zith me doZn in Y. 14:
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[14] Then the disciples of John came to him, saying, “Why do we and the
Pharisees fast, but \our disciples do not fast?” [15] And Jesus said to them,
“Can the wedding guests mourn as long as the bridegroom is with them? The
days will come when the bridegroom is taken away from them, and then they will
fast. [16] No one puts a piece of unshrunk cloth on an old garment, for the patch
tears awa\ from the garment, and a worse tear is made. [17] Neither is new wine
put into old wineskins. If it is, the skins burst and the wine is spilled and the skins
are destroyed. But new wine is put into fresh wineskins, and so both are
preserved.”

So this time it¶s the ³disciples of John (the Baptist)´ Zho approach JesXs. NoZ, this Zas a
slightl\ different groXp than the Pharisees and the scribes. BXt the\ Zere similar in that
the\ also took adherence to the laZ Yer\ serioXsl\. While the Pharisees Zere sometimes
more focXsed on the ritXal of the sacrificial system, John¶s disciples Zere a little more
focXsed on ritXals like fasting. To them, fasting Zas an important ritXal that God regXlarl\
commanded from his people, bXt the\ didn¶t see the disciples regXlarl\ participating in.
The\ probabl\ see or hear aboXt JesXs¶ disciples haYing a feast Zith ta[ collectors and
sinners, and that seems off to them. The\ Zant to knoZ Zh\ the\ and the Pharisees fast,
bXt JesXs¶ disciples don¶t seem like the\ do.

JesXs ansZers b\ sa\ing three different things to them, that are reall\ three Za\s of
sa\ing the same thing. He offers tZo Zord pictXres: one aboXt patching old clothing, and
one aboXt storing Zine in old Zineskins. WithoXt going into Xnnecessar\ detail, the basic
point is that \oX can¶t do either of those tZo things±it Zon¶t work. If \oX patch an old
garment Zith neZ material it Zill tear, and if \oX poXr neZ Zine into old Zineskins, the
Zineskins Zill burst.

BXt before all of that, he sa\s this, Zhich I think is probabl\ the most YiYid for Xs: ³can the
wedding guests mourn as long as the bridegroom is with them?´ Weddings back then,
like man\ toda\, Zere massive celebrations. JeZish Zeddings actXall\ lasted an entire
week. Dads Zith daXghters in the room: \oX think you¶re stressed oXt now aboXt haYing
to pa\ for a Zedding one da\? Tr\ mXltipl\ing that b\ seYen da\s in a Zeek. I¶Ye got a
daXghter and I¶m getting an[ioXs jXst thinking aboXt that. BXt Zeddings Zere huge
feasts, huge celebrations. So JesXs sa\s ³\oX don¶t fast at a Zedding±that¶s the e[act
opposite of Zhat a Zedding is.”

Imagine one of \oXr best friends in the Zorld is getting married, and the\ go all out for
the Zedding. There¶s good food, good drink, eYer\bod\¶s dancing. And \oX go to talk to
them at the reception, the\¶re all smiles, and the\ sa\, ³hoZ are \oX liking the Zedding?´
And \oX sa\, ³Zell actXall\, I felt like this Zas a good Zeekend to start Keto. So I¶m not
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partaking in the food or the drink, and I¶m a little too tired to dance.´ Can \oX imagine
hoZ confused \oXr friend ZoXld be? Ma\be eYen hoZ offended the\ might be? The\¶re
probabl\ going to think ³he\, Keto is great±do \oXr thing±bXt don¶t \oX think \oX coXld¶Ye
started that tomorrow? We¶re celebrating right noZ.´ It¶s a fXndamental misXnderstanding
of \oXr sXrroXndings and the mode of the moment.

I think JesXs is sa\ing something similar to John¶s disciples in oXr stor\. He sa\s,
essentiall\, ³Ze¶re in wedding mode right noZ, and \oX¶re tr\ing to haYe a funeral. I¶m on
the scene. People are being broXght back from the dead. People are being healed.
People are coming to discoYer Zho God is and responding Zith repentance. The
kingdom of heaYen is at hand. It is time to celebrate, and that¶s Zh\ m\ disciples aren¶t
fasting.´ Fasting is great±it¶s a Za\ to tXrn \oXr attention and focXs toZards God. BXt
JesXs is sa\ing to John¶s disciples, ³God is right here in front of \oX, and \oX¶re still
tr\ing to find him in fasting. YoX¶Ye got the ritual doZn, bXt \oX¶re missing the reason for
the ritXal.´

YoX see again, the Pharisees and John¶s disciples Zere tr\ing to fit Jesus into their
e[isting ritXal practices. BXt JesXs makes it clear that he is neZ Zine, he¶s the neZ patch
on the garment. He is doing a neZ thing, in a neZ Za\. And someZhat ironicall\, that
³neZ´ thing is reall\ jXst a different e[pression of Zhat God has been Xp to all along,
Zhat God has cared aboXt all along. And that¶s sinners coming to find God¶s merc\.
Sinners acknoZledging and responding to the grace of God. JesXs is tr\ing to help them
look past the ritXal so that the\ can see the incredible thing God is doing right in their
midst and be a part of it. The\ Zant ritual; bXt JesXs Zants the purpose for the ritXal. Is
that making sense?

Oka\. So Zith all that Xnpacked, Zhere do these passages need to intersect oXr liYes
toda\? M\ gXess is that man\ of \oX here in this room aren¶t fi[ated on the Old
Testament sacrificial s\stem and need to be shaken oXt of it. So hoZ might this impact
\oX and I? Well once again, remember the problem Zith the Pharisees from the first
stor\ Ze looked at. The\ ZeUe Vo fi[aWed on Whe UiWXal, WhaW Whe\ had foUgoWWen Whe
reason foU Whe UiWXal.

And I think it¶s Zorth noting that oXr faith as folloZers of JesXs, is in man\ Za\s also a
ritualistic faith. Right? Ma\be Ze ZoXldn¶t Xse that Zord to describe it, becaXse ³ritXal´
soXnds like Zitchcraft to Xs. BXt reall\, a ritual is simpl\ something \oX do, XsXall\ on a
repeated basis, to help achieYe a certain purpose. So this±the Gathering on SXnda\s±is
a ritual. The things Ze do during the Gathering are rituals. Singing songs to JesXs,
learning from the ScriptXres, the aZkZard tZo minXtes Zhere I Yer\ rXdel\ make \oX talk
to people \oX don¶t knoZ±all of those things are rituals. ShoZing Xp to LifeGroXp is a
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ritual. Man\ of \oXr LifeGroXps haYe ³rh\thms,´ Zhere \oX go someZhere in the cit\ and
hang oXt, hopefXll\ inYiting people that don¶t folloZ JesXs to come too±that¶s a ritual.
Reading the ScriptXres each da\. Pra\er. A da\ of rest once a Zeek. Confession and
repentance. We coXld go on±bXt all of these things are rituals that Ze participate in as
God¶s people.

And all of these ritXals haYe purpose behind them. Each one of them haYe XniqXe
pXrposes of their oZn, bXt all of them haYe the common pXrpose of helping Xs and
others discoYer and Zalk in intimac\ Zith God throXgh the Spirit. BXt Whe WemSWaWion foU
XV±jXVW like Whe WemSWaWion of WheVe WhUee gUoXSV of SeoSle in Whe SaVVage±iV Wo
conWinXe Whe ritual, bXW foUgeW Whe reason foU iW. The temptation, for instance, is to
attend SXnda\ Gatherings becaXse it¶s a tradition or becaXse Ze greZ Xp doing it. The
temptation is to sing becaXse that¶s Zhat Ze do. The temptation is to listen to the
teaching becaXse it Christians do±listen to sermons. The temptation is to shoZ Xp to
LifeGroXp becaXse Ze feel obligated to shoZ Xp. The temptation is to read the bible in
the morning jXst becaXse that¶s Zhat Ze Zere told to do, or becaXse Ze feel gXilt\ if Ze
don¶t.

BXt none of those motiYations embod\ the heart–the reason–for those ritXals. The
pXrpose of ritXal is a knowledge of and relationship with God himself. The pXrpose is to
groZ more in loYe for and intimac\ with him. The goal is to see oXr sin as a problem and
JesXs as the solXtion. The point is to align oXr heart and oXr desires more and more Zith
the God Zho made Xs, in sXch a Za\ that merc\ floZs from God, to Xs, and then through
Xs, toZards others. The reason for those ritXals are not the ritXals themselves. The
reason for those ritXals is a Yibrant relationship Zith God.

And Zhen forget that, we can reall\ qXickl\ start to resemble the Pharisees, and the
scribes, and the disciples of John. We can become experts in UiWXal, bXW VWUangeUV Wo
God. We can become ³good chXrch people´: people Zho participate in all the right things
and go throXgh all the right motions, bXt Zhose hearts are far from Zalking Zith God
himself. And here¶s the thing: Zhen that¶s the case, all it Zill take is the right hobb\ or the
right girlfriend or bo\friend or the right combination of life circXmstances to come along,
and all of a sXdden eYen the rituals fall b\ the Za\side...becaXse that¶s all the\ Zere:
empt\ ritXals. I see this happen a do]en times a \ear as a pastor. When oXU
UelaWionVhiS ZiWh God goeV no deeper Whan UiWXal, iW¶V onl\ a maWWeU of Wime XnWil
VomeWhing elVe becomeV moUe imSoUWanW.

So hoZ do Ze aYoid ending XS WheUe? Well first I¶ll tell \oX one thing Ze don¶t do: Ze
don¶t abandon those good ritXals altogether. Sometimes that¶s the response I¶Ye seen
people haYe. ³Well, I¶Ye been reading m\ bible, bXt I don¶t see the pXrpose in it±m\
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heart¶s not in it±so I might as Zell stop.´ ³Well I¶Ye been going to chXrch, bXt I don¶t reall\
think I¶m getting mXch oXt of it or don¶t Xnderstand Zh\ I need to, so I¶m jXst going to
stop.´ So often, the temptation Zhen Ze lose the heart behind ritXal, is to abandon the
ritXal altogether. BXt can I jXst tr\ and shoZ \oX Zh\ that solXtion is not a solXtion?

Let¶s change the details a little. Something \oX and I shoXld do regXlarl\ is change the
oil in oXr car. Ma\be \oX do that, ma\be \oX don¶t do it, bXt all of Xs should do it
regXlarl\. BXt let¶s sa\ one da\ \oX reali]e, before \oX take \oXr car to the shop, ³\oX
knoZ Zhat? I don¶t see the reason for this. I jXst take m\ car to the shop all the time for
oil changes, and I haYen¶t seen it tangibly benefit me one bit \et.´ So I¶m jXst going to
stop doing it, becaXse I don¶t see the reason for it. Do \oX see hoZ that¶s not reall\ a
solution to the problem? YoX¶Ye recogni]ed a problem, and then \oX¶Ye created a bigger,
more serioXs problem to tr\ and solYe it.

Oka\, in a similar Za\, reali]ing that \oX¶Ye lost the heart behind ritXal in \oXr life, and
responding b\ stopping the ritXal altogether, is not a solXtion. It¶s the creation of a bigger
problem. I¶Ye heard another pastor pXt it this Za\ ³\oX don¶t gravitate toZards holiness.´
If \oX jXst take oXt all habits and spiritXal rh\thms in \oXr life, \oX¶re not jXst gonna Zake
Xp in thirt\ \ears and be more like JesXs. Grace is free, bXt discipleship takes Zork. It
takes intentionalit\. It takes rh\thms. It takes ritXal. So inVWead of ni[ing UiWXal
alWogeWheU in oXU liYeV, ZhaW if Ze conWinXed in helSfXl UiWXalV, and aVked God
WhUoXgh Whe Hol\ SSiUiW Wo bUeaWhe SXUSoVe and life back into Whem?

What if if on oXr driYe here each SXnda\ morning, Ze asked JesXs to speak and moYe
throXgh oXr time here, and then Zatched and listened for him to do jXst that? What if Ze
came expectant for God to do something in oXr midst each SXnda\? What if before Ze
began singing, Ze took a second and asked God to Xse that singing to set oXr minds
and hearts on him? What if before Ze shoZed Xp to LifeGroXp each Zeek, Ze took a
moment or tZo to ask the Hol\ Spirit Zhat he might haYe Xs sa\ or do or eYen jXst hear
and process as a resXlt of being there? What if as Ze opened the bible each da\, Ze
read it, e[pecting not jXst to learn something, bXt e[pecting it to help Xs encoXnter a
person and be transformed b\ him? And Ze coXld go on. BXt I think Ze¶d all be so mXch
better if Ze looked for Za\s to remember the reason for ritXal, as Ze participate in those
ritXals.

NoZ lastl\, I Zant to jXst address one more thing. BecaXse \oX might be hearing me sa\
all this and be thinking, ³bXt Zait±didn¶t Jesus jXst sort of bail on the ritXals of his da\?
Like didn¶t he kind of sidestep them altogether?´ Not e[actl\. I Zant \oX to look on the
screen Zith me at HebreZs 10:
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The law (..that inclXded the rituals, the sacrificial s\stem±all of that) is only a
shadow of the good things that are coming—not the realities themselves. For
this reason it can never, by the same sacrifices repeated endlessly year after
year, make perfect those who draw near to worship. It is impossible for the blood
of bulls and goats to take away sins.

So the Old Testament laZ±the laZ that inclXded the sacrificial s\stem, and fasting, and
that Zhole frameZork for relating to God±Zas neYer meant to be an end in itself. It neYer
actXall\ had the ability to take aZa\ sins on its oZn. That¶s Zh\ the\ had to keep offering
sacrifices at the altar, time and time again, \ear in and \ear oXt. It Zas neYer complete. It
Zas neYer effective in and of itself. So Zhat is? What does haYe the abilit\ to do that?
We get that doZn in Y. 12-14:

But when Christ had offered for all time a single sacrifice for sins (in other Zords,
on the cross), he sat down at the right hand of God, waiting from that time until his
enemies should be made a footstool for his feet. For by a single offering he has
perfected for all time those who are being sanctified.

So the onl\ sacrifice that Zas effective, once and for all, Zas the sacrifice of JesXs.
ThroXgh offering Xp himself on the cross, he has perfected for all time those Zho are
being sanctified. The entire sacrificial s\stem±all of the Old Testament ritXal±Zas alZa\s
pointing Xs to Jesus. It foreshadoZed the da\ that he ZoXld offer Xp his oZn bod\ as a
sacrifice, to perfect all those Zho are being sanctified.

So for all of Xs Zho folloZ JesXs, WhoXgh Ze ma\ SaUWiciSaWe in oXU oZn modeUn
YeUVionV of ³UiWXalV,´±Ze don¶W SaUWiciSaWe in an\ of Whem in oUdeU Wo be accepted
b\ him. That¶s alread\ been settled at the cross. We participate in them to become more
like him. For folloZers of JesXs, oXr altar iV noZ a cross. We approach the cross of
JesXs, remembering the perfect and complete Zork he has done to bring Xs near, and
respond b\ implementing an\ ritXals that help Xs liYe into that realit\ more and more.
That¶s the reason for ritXal.

Let¶s pra\ together.
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