
CallRXVed b\ UQUeSeQWaQce (12:22-37)

Good morning eYer\one! M\ name iV Jeff and I am one of Whe paVWorV here aW CiW\
ChXrch. WhaW I do for oXr chXrch famil\ largel\ cenWerV on WhingV WhaW happen oXWVide of
SXnda\ GaWheringV, WhingV like LifeGroXpV, claVVeV like oXr CiW\ ChXrch claVV or
LifeGroXp BaVicV, paVWoral care, and financeV. So becaXVe of WhaW, I don¶W W\picall\ geW
Whe opporWXniW\ Wo Weach from Whe VWage on SXnda\V Vo I am VXper e[ciWed Wo be here.

So Woda\¶V paVVage conWainV JeVXV¶ Weaching on ZhaW people haYe called µWhe
Xnpardonable or XnforgiYable Vin¶. NoZ, back in JanXar\, KenW aVked me if I coXld Weach
MaWWheZ 12:22-37, ZiWhoXW checking Whe paVVage I Vaid, abVolXWel\, ZoXld loYe Wo Weach
on SXnda\V Vince like I menWioned before, I don¶W geW man\ opporWXniWieV Wo do Vo. I¶Ye
knoZn KenW for a long Wime noZ and iW iV ama]ing jXVW hoZ ofWen I forgeW hoZ VmarW and
Vneak\ WhaW man iV. BecaXVe Whe paVVage WhaW iV MaWWheZ 12:22-37 iV one of WhoVe
paVVageV WhaW are VlighWl\ Werrif\ing and confXVing. IW iV in facW in Jeff¶V Wop 5 moVW
confXVing bible paVVageV, cloVel\ folloZed b\ paVVageV on circXmciVion.

In facW, I remember Zhen I ZaV a kid groZing Xp in Whe chXrch, coming acroVV WhiV
paVVage and for monWhV I ZaV obVeVVing, OMG did I commiW WhiV XnforgiYable Vin,
conVWanWl\ aVking m\ mom if I ZaV going Wo hell, Zhich honeVWl\ anno\ed Whe«. oXW of
her. So KenW gaYe me a paVVage for WhiV morning WhaW 1: iV VlighWl\ Werrif\ing and
confXVing, 2: ZaV abVolXWel\ Werrif\ing and confXVing in m\ perVonal e[perience. So
Zhen KenW gaYe me WhiV paVVage Wo Weach on, I ZaVn¶W VXre if KenW jXVW reall\ WhinkV
highl\ of me aV a Weacher or jXVW WhoXghW iW mighW be fXn Wo ZaWch me VXffer. So Ze¶ll find
oXW here in Whe ne[W WhirW\ minXWeV or Vo!

WiWh WhaW being Vaid, leW¶V pra\ and aVk Whe Hol\ SpiriW Wo Vpeak Wo XV WhiV morning.

In m\ opinion, Whe firVW Whing \oX VhoXld do Zhen \oX come acroVV a confXVing paVVage
in Whe ScripWXreV iV look aW iWV conWe[W. ConWe[W maWWerV, D ORW. AV Ze¶Ye Vaid before, Whe
bible iV a VWor\, noW an enc\clopedia±\oX Wracking ZiWh me? When \oX read an
enc\clopedia, iW doeVn¶W reall\ maWWer ZhaW¶V ahead of Whe Whing \oX¶re reading or behind
iW (WhaW¶V an enWirel\ differenW Wopic±bXW in Whe bible, ZhaW¶V before and afWer a YerVe ofWen
makeV a ELJ difference. So for e[ample, did \oX knoZ in Whe bible, iW acWXall\ Va\V

³TKHUH LV QR GRG.´
- PVDOP 14:1

I mean WhaW¶V a preWW\ big VWaWemenW for folloZerV of JeVXV righW? The bible being Whe Zord
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of God acWXall\ Va\V ³There iV no God.´ ThiV VhoXld lead Wo a loW of XV qXeVWioning
eYer\Whing. ThiV coXld mean eYer\Whing folloZerV of JeVXV bXilW Wheir life Xpon iV all for
noWhing. BXW if \oX read Whe VenWence righW before iW, iW Va\V:

TKH IRRO VD\V LQ KLV KHDUW, ³TKHUH LV QR GRG.´
- PVDOP 14:1

ThaW changeV WhingV doeVn¶W iW? So WhaW iV jXVW Waking one VenWence oXW of one YerVe oXW
of conWe[W. Imagine if \oX do WhaW ZiWh mXlWiple YerVeV. M\ poinW iV WhaW conWe[W maWWerV.
And XnWil Ze XnderVWand Whe conWe[W of WhiV paVVage Ze¶re looking aW, Whe ViWXaWion iW
deVcribeV, and Whe people JeVXV iV Walking Wo, oXr XnderVWanding of Whe biW aboXW Whe
XnforgiYable Vin iV gonna be kinda goof\. Make VenVe?

So leW¶V Wake a look aW Vome of WhiV conWe[W before Ze geW inWo Whe difficXlW YerVeV aW Whe
end. LeW¶V VWarW ZiWh Y. 22:

[22@ TKHQ WKH\ EURXJKW KLP D GHPRQ-SRVVHVVHG PDQ ZKR ZDV EOLQG DQG PXWH,
DQG JHVXV KHDOHG KLP, VR WKDW KH FRXOG ERWK WDON DQG VHH. [23@ AOO WKH SHRSOH ZHUH
DVWRQLVKHG DQG VDLG, ³CRXOG WKLV EH WKH SRQ RI DDYLG? [24@BXW ZKHQ WKH PKDULVHHV
KHDUG LW, WKH\ VDLG, ³IW LV RQO\ E\ BHHO]HEXO, WKH SULQFH RI GHPRQV, WKDW WKLV PDQ
FDVWV RXW GHPRQV.´

So Whe croZdV of people Zho Vee JeVXV heal WhiV gX\ are ama]ed, and becaXVe Whe\¶re
ama]ed, Whe\ aVk Whe qXeVWion WhaW JeVXV¶ miracleV are VXppoVed Wo make Whem aVk:
³CRXOG WKLV EH WKH SRQ RI DDYLG?´ ThaW¶V JeZiVh Vpeak for ³CoXld WhiV be Whe long
aZaiWed meVViah, Whe king WhaW iV going Wo deliYer XV and VeW XV free once and for all.´
JeVXV did miracleV, in parW, becaXVe he ZanWed people Wo Vee Zho he ZaV. And Whe
people VWarW Wo aVk Whe qXeVWion: Zho LV WKLV JX\?

So Whe croZdV are VWoked WhaW JeVXV jXVW did WhiV, bXW Whe PhariVeeV ZaVWe no Wime
pooping on eYer\bod\¶V parW\: ³IW LV RQO\ E\ BHHO]HEXO, WKH SULQFH RI GHPRQV, (WhaW¶V
JeZiVh Vpeak for SaWan, noW BeeWlejXice¶V coXVin) WKDW WKLV IHOORZ GULYHV RXW GHPRQV.´
AlrighW. Do an\ of \oX gX\V haYe WhaW friend WhaW ZheneYer eYer\bod\¶V e[ciWed aboXW
VomeWhing, Whe\ like Wo Well \oX eYer\Whing Zrong ZiWh ZhaW \oX¶re e[ciWed aboXW? IVn¶W
WhaW anno\ing? Like, ³WhankV GHUDOG.´ We all haYe a GHUDOG, don¶W Ze? And if \oX are
ViWWing here Whinking \oX don¶W knoZ an\one like Gerald, I haYe bad neZV for \oX. So Whe
PhariVeeV are Whe GeraldV: ³he\ gX\V, eYer\bod\ jXVW calm doZn for a Vecond±Whe onl\
reaVon JeVXV ZaV able Wo do WhiV miracle iV becaXVe he¶V on Team SaWan.´

The PhariVeeV, Zho are Whe religioXV rXling eliWe WhaW feelV WhreaWened b\ JeVXV, knoZ
Whe\ can noW refXWe Whe YalidiW\ of JeVXV¶ miracleV. So Whe\ can noZ onl\ aWWack Whe
VRXUce and SRZeU of iW. So Whe\ VWarW aWWribXWing Whe WhingV he¶V doing b\ Whe poZer of
God, Wo Whe poZer of SaWan.
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BXW WhiV iVn¶W a Yer\ Zell-WhoXghW-oXW VWraWeg\, Zhich JeVXV iV aboXW Wo e[poVe. So ZhaW
JeVXV doeV ne[W, iV he kind of diVmanWleV ZhaW Whe PhariVeeV jXVW Vaid b\ confronWing
Wheir faXlW\ logic. And JeVXV doeV iW WZice. FirVW in Y.25

25 KQRZLQJ WKHLU WKRXJKWV, KH VDLG WR WKHP, ³EYHU\ NLQJGRP GLYLGHG DJDLQVW LWVHOI
LV ODLG ZDVWH, DQG QR FLW\ RU KRXVH GLYLGHG DJDLQVW LWVHOI ZLOO VWDQG. 26 AQG LI SDWDQ
FDVWV RXW SDWDQ, KH LV GLYLGHG DJDLQVW KLPVHOI. HRZ WKHQ ZLOO KLV NLQJGRP VWDQG?

JeVXV qXoWeV Abraham Lincoln ³A hoXVe diYided againVW iWVelf, cannoW VWand.´ Or ma\be
iW ZaV Whe oWher Za\ aroXnd. JeVXV iV VWaWing Whe Vimple WrXWh if he iV on Weam SaWan,
caVWing demonV oXW iV noW e[acWl\ a Zinning VWraWeg\. ThaW'V like Va\ing 'Apple'V neZ
VWraWeg\ for Velling more phoneV iV Wo conYince eYer\bod\ WhaW Whe\ make crapp\
phoneV.' Ummmm I don'W Whink WhaW'V a greaW VWraWeg\ acWXall\. He goeV onWo Y.29 Wo
fXrWher Xnpack WhiV.

OU KRZ FDQ VRPHRQH HQWHU D VWURQJ PDQ'V KRXVH DQG SOXQGHU KLV JRRGV, XQOHVV
KH ILUVW ELQGV WKH VWURQJ PDQ? TKHQ LQGHHG KH PD\ SOXQGHU KLV KRXVH.

JeVXV baVicall\ Vaid, if \oX are going Wo rob eYer\one¶V beloYed acWion hero/ZreVWler Whe
Rock DZa\ne JohnVon¶V hoXVe, \oX beWWer haYe a plan Wo deal ZiWh Whe Rock himVelf.
And iW needV Wo be a reall\ good plan or elVe \oX¶re gonna geW Whe People¶V elboZ Wo Whe
face. Or more realiVWicall\ for oXr local EaVW TN conWe[W, if \oX are gonna rob a home
an\Zhere in WhiV area, \oX beWWer knoZ Zhere Whe homeoZner keepV Wheir VhoWgXnV.
JeVXV iV Va\ing here, hoZ can I caVW oXW demonV from people XnleVV I haYe Vome VorW of
maVWer\ or aXWhoriW\ oYer SaWan?

BXW in realiW\, JeVXV iV jXVW Wearing doZn Whe VXrface leYel pXVh backV Vo WhaW he can geW
Wo Whe real iVVXe. In Y. 28 he goeV afWer Whe real problem aW Whe hearW of Whe PhariVee¶V
diVmiVVal of him, and WhiV iV Zhere I ZanW XV Wo ]ero in:

[28@ BXW LI LW LV E\ WKH SSLULW RI GRG WKDW I GULYH RXW GHPRQV, WKHQ WKH NLQJGRP RI
GRG KDV FRPH XSRQ \RX.

JeVXV Va\V ³here¶V Whe real reaVon \oX¶re aWWribXWing ZhaW I¶m doing Wo SaWan.´ BecaXVe
\oX knoZ Whe opWionV are eiWher 1) I¶m doing WhiV b\ Whe poZer of SaWan and \oX can
diVmiVV m\ aXWhoriW\, or 2) I¶m doing WhiV b\ Whe SpiriW of God and \oX haYe Wo accepW m\
aXWhoriW\±\oX haYe Wo accepW WhaW I am Zho I Va\ I am. And \oX don¶W like Whe implicaWionV
of #2.

NoZ leW'V paXVe here real qXick and Walk aboXW Whe Hol\ SpiriW, Vince JeVXV broXghW iW Xp.
The bible WalkV aboXW a loW of differenW WhingV Whe SpiriW doeV, bXW Whe WZo WhingV I ZanW XV
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Wo highlighW for oXr pXrpoVeV for WhiV morning are WhaW he: ³ConYicWV XV of Vin´ and
Vecond, ³PoinWV XV Wo JeVXV´. One of Whe pXrpoVeV of Whe Hol\ SpiriW iV Wo bring conYicWion
of Vin and being reminded of Whe good neZV of Whe goVpel and ZhaW JeVXV accompliVhed
on Whe croVV for XV. To VWarW Ze are going Wo focXV on Whe firVW parW: Whe Hol\ SpiriW
bringing conYicWion of Vin. In John 16, JeVXV iV Walking aboXW Whe coming of Whe Hol\
SpiriW, and he Va\V WhaW one Whing Whe SpiriW Zill do iV he Zill conYicW Whe Zorld concerning
Vin and righWeoXVneVV and jXdgmenW. So ZhaW JeVXV ZanWV XV Wo Vee iV WhaW Zhen \oX
and I feel conYicWion oYer Vin, WhaW happenV YLD Whe Hol\ SpiriW. ThaW¶V Whe Hol\ SpiriW
Vpeaking WhaW conYicWion Wo XV. I knoZ XVXall\ Ze Va\ VWXff like ³God haV been conYicWing
me,´ or ³JeVXV haV been conYicWing me«´ and iW¶V noW Zrong per Ve Wo Va\ iW like WhaW, bXW
Wo be Whe XWmoVW Wechnical, Whe HRO\ SSLULW iV Whe one Zho VpeakV conYicWion inWo oXr
conVcience.

Which meanV iW¶V oXr aWWenWiYeneVV WR Whe SpiriW WhaW iV ZhaW leadV XV Wo repenW of oXr Vin,
and pXW oXr WrXVW in JeVXV±noW jXVW one Wime Zhen Ze become a ChriVWian±bXW in oXr
eYer\da\ liYeV aV ChriVWianV. And pXW inYerVel\, WhaW meanV WhaW oXr LQaWWenWiYeneVV and
XQZLOOLQJQHVV Wo liVWen Wo Whe SpiriW iV ZhaW KDUGHQV oXr hearWV WoZardV oXr oZn Vin. ThaW
make VenVe? If \oX are aWWenWiYe Wo Whe Hol\ SpiriW, \oX can repenW and Zalk in freedom.
If \oX DUHQ¶W aWWenWiYe Wo Whe SpiriW, \oX haYe hardened \oXr hearW. YoX haYe groZn
calloXVed Wo Whe Yoice of Whe Hol\ SpiriW. YoX effecWiYel\ poXr cemenW aroXnd \oXr hearW
Zhen iW comeV Wo hearing from Whe SpiriW and repenWing of Vin. Make VeQVe? Need a
head QRd.

And iW¶V ZiWh WhaW groXndZork laid, WhaW JeVXV dropV Whe ne[W WZo lineV±Whe oneV Ze¶Ye all
been ZaiWing for±Wo Whe PhariVeeV:

[31@ AQG VR I WHOO \RX, HYHU\ NLQG RI VLQ DQG VODQGHU FDQ EH IRUJLYHQ, EXW EODVSKHP\
DJDLQVW WKH SSLULW ZLOO QRW EH IRUJLYHQ. [32@ AQ\RQH ZKR VSHDNV D ZRUG DJDLQVW WKH
SRQ RI MDQ ZLOO EH IRUJLYHQ, EXW DQ\RQH ZKR VSHDNV DJDLQVW WKH HRO\ SSLULW ZLOO QRW
EH IRUJLYHQ, HLWKHU LQ WKLV DJH RU LQ WKH DJH WR FRPH.

JeVXV Va\V Wo Whe PhariVeeV, effecWiYel\, ³Where iV a Za\ Wo Vo harden \oXr hearW WoZardV
Whe realiW\ of \oXr Vin WhaW \oX bo[ \oXrVelf oXW of repenWance.´ There iV a Za\ Wo Wrain
\oXrVelf Wo droZn oXW Whe Yoice of conYicWion in \oXr life, Wo groZ accXVWomed Wo hearing
Whe Hol\ SpiriW Vpeak and doing noWhing in reVponVe, WhaW \oX effecWiYel\ make \oXrVelf
immXne Wo Whe Hol\ SpiriW¶V conYicWion.

And Whe PhariVeeV haYe Vo Wrained WhemVelYeV Wo do WhiV WhaW Whe\ conVider iW accepWable
Wo aWWribXWe Whe Zork of Whe SpiriW Wo Whe Zork of SaWan±and JeVXV iV Va\ing Wo Whem
³\oX¶re dangeroXVl\ cloVe Wo noW being able Wo diVcern Whe Zork of Whe SpiriW aW all.´ YoX¶Ye
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Vo conYinced \oXrVelf of \oXr oZn Velf-righWeoXVneVV, \oXr oZn Velf-VXfficienc\±WhaW \oX
haYe no heViWaWion aboXW aWWribXWing Whe Zork of God Wo Whe Zork of hiV enem\.

A Wheologian pXWV iW WhiV Za\:

³OQFH \RX FRQYLQFH \RXUVHOI WKDW WKH ODVW UHPDLQLQJ ERWWOH RI ZDWHU LV SRLVRQ, \RX
FRQGHPQ \RXUVHOI WR GLH RI WKLUVW.´ - NT WrighW

ThiV iV effecWiYel\ ZhaW Whe PhariVeeV had done. God VenW Whem hiV Yer\ oZn Von Wo call
Whem Wo repenW, and Whe\ Zere aWWribXWing Whe Zork of God¶V SpiriW Wo SaWan Vo Whe\ coXld
jXVWif\ droZning him oXW. And JeVXV iV Va\ing WhaW once \oX¶Ye decided Wo do WKDW, \oX¶Ye
effecWiYel\ condemned \oXrVelf.

So man\ \earV ago, I liYed baVicall\ righW ne[W Wo a fire VWaWion and a hoVpiWal. For \earV, I
had fire WrXckV and ambXlanceV blaVWing Wheir VirenV in m\ ear hole. NoZ ZhaW¶V
inWereVWing iV, I had no idea Vo mXch of WhaW ZaV going on Zhile I liYed Where. AW firVW, iW
ZaV reall\ anno\ing Wo hear VirenV all Whe Wime, bXW eYenWXall\ I Whink I jXVW goW XVed Wo iW. I
goW Wo Zhere I barel\ eYen noWiced iW becaXVe VirenV Zere Vo mXch a parW of m\ eYer\da\
life. To Zhere eYenWXall\, ZhaW ZoXld happen iV WhaW I ZoXld be driYing VomeZhere, and
an ambXlance or fire WrXck ZoXld be VomeZhere near me, bXW iW ZaV like I didn'W noWice iW
becaXVe iW ZaV Vo naWXrall\ a parW of Whe VoXndWrack of m\ life alread\. I no longer heard
VirenV for ZhaW Whe\ Zere, becaXVe I ZaV Vo XVed Wo Whem. IW ZaVn¶W XnWil I moYed Wo a
normal qXieW, peacefXl neighborhood Zhere \oX can hear birdV Ving WhaW I reali]ed all
WhoVe \earV I coXldn'W hear or I haYe Vimpl\ WXrned oXW Whe VirenV. M\ fear iV WhaW Vome of
\¶all haYe done Whe e[acW Vame Whing bXW ZiWh Whe Yoice of Whe Hol\ SpiriW. YoX haYe
groZn Vo XVed Wo hearing conYicWion and doing noWhing in reVponVe, WhaW \oX can no
longer hear him aW all.

BecaXVe ZhaW JeVXV iV eVVenWiall\ Va\ing iV WhaW oXr acWionV haYe conVeqXenceV. When
\oX Wrain \oXrVelf, da\ afWer da\, \ear afWer \ear, decade afWer decade±Wo hear Whe SpiriW
draZing \oX WoZardV repenWance and Wrain \oXrVelf Wo den\ WhaW prompWing, eYenWXall\ iW
becomeV e[Wremel\ difficXlW Wo hear WhaW Yoice Vpeak aW all. Some of \oX are confXVed
becaXVe eYer\Wime \oX Wr\ Wo pra\ or read Whe bible, iW jXVW feelV cold and dr\ Wo \oX. And
WhaW coXld be for an\ nXmber of differenW reaVonV. BXW one of Whem coXld be WhiV: iW coXld
be WhaW \oX'Ye Vo Wrained \oXrVelf Wo droZn oXW Whe Yoice of Whe SpiriW, WhaW \oX can'W eYen
reall\ hear him Vpeaking an\more.

NoZ, I ZanW XV all Wo breaWhe for a Vecond. ThaW¶V heaY\ VWXff, righW? And \oX mighW be
Whinking Wo \oXrVelf, ³bXW Zhere¶V grace in all WhiV? DoeVn¶W grace mean WhaW God can
forgiYe an\bod\?´ And Whe anVZer iV \eV, God can forgiYe an\bod\. BXW \oX haYe Wo
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XnderVWand WhaW Whe road WhaW grace WraYelV doZn iV Hol\ SpiriW-Vpoken conYicWion. And if
\oX¶Ye decided WhaW Yoice iVn¶W ZorWh liVWening Wo, ±Where¶V no Za\ for grace Wo geW WhroXgh
Wo \oX.

Here¶V Whe Za\ DaYid PlaWW Va\V iW in hiV commenWar\ on Whe book of MaWWheZ:

BODVSKHP\ DJDLQVW WKH SSLULW RI GRG LV XQIRUJLYDEOH, EHFDXVH WKH DYHQXH WR
IRUJLYHQHVV LV UHMHFWHG.

So hear me oXW, God can and Zill forgiYe \oX and an\one elVe he chooVeV Wo. BXW if \oX
haYe inYenWed a YerVion of grace WhaW pXrpoVel\ e[clXdeV \oXr repenWance, ZhaW \oX
haYe iV a coXnWerfeiW YerVion of grace.

RomanV 2:4 pXWV iW WhiV Za\:

OU GR \RX SUeVXme RQ WKH ULFKHV RI KLV NLQGQHVV DQG IRUEHDUDQFH DQG SDWLHQFH,
QRW NQRZLQJ WKDW GRG'V NLQGQHVV LV PHDQW WR OHDG \RX WR UHSHQWDQFH?

± RRPDQV 2:4

Here'V ZhaW PaXl jXVW Vaid: Whe fUXiW of God'V forgiYeneVV and kindneVV and paWience iV
WhaW iW leadV XV Wo repenW. So if \oX are XVing 'God Zill forgiYe me' aV a jXVWificaWion for noW
UeSeQWiQg, \oX are inWeracWing ZiWh VomeWhing RWheU WhaQ God. BecaXVe WhaW'V noW hoZ iW
ZorkV.

So leW me jXVW geW real Vpecific for a feZ minXWeV. BecaXVe oXr chXrch haV a Won of \oXng
people and a loW of Whem geWWing engaged and married, I do a loW of premariWal
coXnVeling. And WhiV one Wime I ZaV doing premariWal coXnVeling back in SoXWh Carolina,
and Ze hiW a liWWle biW of a Vnag. In Whe parW Zhere Ze diVcXVV Vin and ZhaW Vin iV, Whe Wopic
of Ve[Xal Vin came Xp. And Whe coXple ZaV reall\ honeVW ZiWh me, Zhich I alZa\V
appreciaWe, and Whe\ Wold me Whe\ Zere cXrrenWl\ Vleeping WogeWher aV an engaged
coXple. So I did ZhaW I W\picall\ do, Zhere I Xnpack God¶V picWXre of ZhaW hXman
Ve[XaliW\ iV and helped Whem Whink WhroXgh ZhaW repenWance lookV like. So far, Vo good.
BXW When I aVked if Whe\ felW good aboXW Whe plan for repenWing of Wheir Ve[Xal Vin Ze had
Walked aboXW, and Whe gX\ Vaid ³Zell, iW¶V complicaWed.´ I WhoXghW QR, LW¶V UHDOO\ QRW, bXW I
didn¶W Va\ WhaW, I Vaid ³go on?´ And he VWarWed Wo e[plain: ³Well, iW¶V complicaWed becaXVe
eYen WhoXgh Ze knoZ inWellecWXall\ WhaW ZhaW Ze¶re doing iV Zrong and Ze knoZ Whe bible
Va\V iW¶V Zrong and knoZ WhaW oXr friendV and people Zho loYe XV Well XV iW¶V Zrong, Ze
jXVW don¶W IHHO like iW¶V Zrong.´ The\ had Vo Wrained WhemVelYeV, oYer \HDUV, Wo Vilence and
droZn oXW Whe Hol\ SpiriW¶V Yoice of conYicWion±WhaW Whe\ Zere Xnable Wo eYen hear iW
conYicWing Whem an\more.
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And WhaW¶V m\ fear for Vome of \oX gX\V Woo±WhaW \oX¶Ye VpenW Vo man\ \earV hearing
Whe SpiriW¶V conYicWion and jXVW Va\ing ³nah, I¶m fine,´ ³no WhaW¶V oka\,´ ³no, I like him Woo
mXch,´ ³no, I like her Woo mXch,´ ³no I enjo\ m\ Vin Woo mXch,´ ³no, I deVerYe Wo be happ\
and Wherefore do ZhaWeYer I ZanW,´  ³no, iW iV Woo difficXlW Wo change,´ ³I¶ll do iW jXVW one
more Wime,´ WhaW \oX are on \oXr Za\ Wo being Xnable Wo hear Whe Yoice of Whe Hol\ SpiriW
enWirel\.

NoZ for Vome of \oX, iW ma\ noW be WhaW \oX're droZning oXW Whe cRQYicWiQg Yoice of Whe
SpiriW. YoX're droZning oXW Whe life-giYiQg Yoice of Whe SpiriW. The lieV \oX belieYe
\oXrVelf are 'I'm ZorWhleVV, I'm XnloYable, I'm be\ond hope.' And Whe SpiriW iV Wr\ing Wo
Vpeak Wo \oX 'no \oX're noW. YoX're a beloYed Von or daXghWer, \oX haYe infiniWe ZorWh,'
and \oX're going "\eah bXW no." YoX'Ye Vo conViVWenWl\ droZned oXW Whe WrXWh aboXW \oX
ZiWh lieV aboXW \oX WhaW \oX can no longer hear Whe WrXWh.

There iV a Yoice calling oXW Wo \oX ³WXrn from \oXr Vin, and WXrn WoZardV Zhere life iV
foXnd.´ The Yoice Welling \oX WhaW Whe life foXnd in JeVXV iV beWWer Whan life ZhereYer
\oX¶re chaVing iW. The Yoice Welling \oX WhaW ZhaWeYer He callV \oX Wo giYe Xp for hiV Vake
and Whe goVpel, iW¶V ZorWh iW. The Yoice reminding \oX WhaW JeVXV¶ blood ZaV poXred oXW
for \oX, hiV bod\ ZaV broken for \oX±Vo WhaW \oX coXld knoZ for VXre WhaW \oXr Vin haV
been forgiYen. BXW WhaW Yoice onl\ helpV if \oX liVWen. If \oX liVWen and reVpond.

Back earlier in Whe Vermon I menWioned Where are 2 WhingV WhaW I ZanW XV Wo focXV WhiV
morning on ZhaW Whe Hol\ SpiriW doeV. The firVW one conYicWV XV of Vin and Whe Vecond
one poinWV XV Wo JeVXV.

NoZ WhiV iV Zhere iW abVolXWel\ breakV m\ hearW Zhen I Vee people hardened Wheir hearWV
Wo Whe Hol\ SpiriW and droZning oXW hiV Yoice. NoW onl\ are Whe\ ignoring Whe Zarning of
Whe Hol\ SpiriW Wr\ing Wo Vpeak Wo Whem of Whe deVWrXcWion WhaW Vin bringV, Whe\ haYe alVo
droZned oXW Whe good neZV and hope of JeVXV. The\ haYe hardened Wheir hearWV Wo
JeVXV' lRYe for Whem. The loYe WhaW ZenW Wo Whe croVV Wo redeem Whem from Wheir Vin. The\
haYe droZned oXW Whe Yoice WhaW remindV Whem of all of WhaW. The Yoice WhaW Va\V ³YoX are
a Von or daXghWer of God. YoX are clean, Zhole, XnblemiVhed, ZorWh\, deVired and
ZanWed. The Yoice WhaW ZhiVperV ³YoX are alread\ perfecWl\ loYed b\ Whe God of Whe
XniYerVe.´ ³YoX no longer need Wo Vearch for WhingV Wo giYe \oX ZorWh and YalXe. The
need Wo be fXll\ knoZn and fXll\ accepWed, loYed, iV alread\ giYen Wo \oX becaXVe
eYer\Whing JeVXV haV accompliVhed on Whe croVV for \oX.´

ThoVe YoiceV are noZ replaced ZiWh ³\oX need more,´ ³\oX are noW enoXgh,´ ³\oX Zill
alZa\V be alone,´ ³\oX haYe Wo haYe WhiV Wo be Zhole,'' and ³God iV ZiWhholding jo\ from
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\oX.´ IW breakV m\ hearW becaXVe Zhen \oX droZn oXW Whe Yoice of Whe Hol\ SpiriW, iW
leaYeV \oX in an incredibl\ dark and lonel\ place. And JeVXV iV here offering \oX
freedom, hope, and life.

BecaXVe Whe XnbelieYabl\ ZonderfXl Whing aboXW JeVXV iV WhaW he doeVn¶W VWop Vpeaking
eYen Zhen Ze¶Ye VWopped liVWening. I mean look aW WhiV VWor\: JeVXV ZalkV righW Xp Wo Whe
PhariVeeV, Zho he¶V Va\ing are gXilW\ of WhiV parWicXlar Vin and callV Whem on iW. JeVXV
iVn¶W doing WhaW jXVW for hiV oZn peace of mind±he¶V doing iW becaXVe he ZanWV Whem Wo
liVWen. And ma\be for \oX Woda\, God haV \oX here for WhiV parWicXlar SXnda\ becaXVe he
ZanWV \oX Wo liVWen Woo. If \oX¶re hearing WhiV righW noZ and \oX¶re Whinking WhaW Vome of iW
VoXndV like ZhaW \oX¶re doing, don¶W hear iW and do noWhing aboXW iW one more Wime.

A loW of people (and a loW of paVWorV) WhroZ in a caYeaW ZiWh Whe Xnpardonable Vin WhaW
goeV VomeWhing like: ³if \oX¶re nerYoXV aboXW commiWWing Whe Xnpardonable Vin, \oX
definiWel\ haYen¶W commiWWed iW.´ And Zhile I geW WhaW VenWimenW, I¶d like Wo WZeak iW a liWWle.
I¶d pXW iW WhiV Za\: if \oX¶re nerYoXV aboXW commiWWing Whe Xnpardonable Vin, UHSHQW. YoX
can Wrain \oXrVelf Wo liVWen Wo Whe Hol\ SpiriW jXVW like \oX can Wrain \oXrVelf Wo droZn iW oXW.
RepenW. LiVWen Wo Whe SpiriW¶V loYing conYicWion, and reVpond Wo iW. If \oX hear Whe Yoice of
Whe SpiriW and reVpond Wo iW b\ repenWing and WrXVWing, When \oX knoZ for a facW \oX
haYen¶W commiWWed Whe XnforgiYable Vin. IW¶V WhaW Vimple.

LeW¶V conWinXe Whe paVVage, VWarWing aW VerVe 33.

33 ³ELWKHU PDNH WKH WUHH JRRG DQG LWV IUXLW JRRG, RU PDNH WKH WUHH EDG DQG LWV IUXLW EDG,
IRU WKH WUHH LV NQRZQ E\ LWV IUXLW. 34 YRX EURRG RI YLSHUV! HRZ FDQ \RX VSHDN JRRG, ZKHQ
\RX DUH HYLO? FRU RXW RI WKH DEXQGDQFH RI WKH KHDUW WKH PRXWK VSHDNV.35 TKH JRRG
SHUVRQ RXW RI KLV JRRG WUHDVXUH EULQJV IRUWK JRRG, DQG WKH HYLO SHUVRQ RXW RI KLV HYLO
WUHDVXUH EULQJV IRUWK HYLO. 36 I WHOO \RX, RQ WKH GD\ RI MXGJPHQW SHRSOH ZLOO JLYH DFFRXQW
IRU HYHU\ FDUHOHVV ZRUG WKH\ VSHDN, 37 IRU E\ \RXU ZRUGV \RX ZLOO EH MXVWLILHG, DQG E\
\RXU ZRUGV \RX ZLOO EH FRQGHPQHG.´

JeVXV iV eVVenWiall\ Va\ing Whe eYil in Whe hearW of Whe PhariVeeV iV Vo fXll Zhere iW
oYerfloZed inWo Wheir ZordV againVW JeVXV. ThaW Whe\ haYe hardened Wheir hearW Vo mXch,
iW iV clearl\ diVpla\ed WhroXgh Wheir ZordV againVW JeVXV. ThaW Wheir ZordV Zeren'W
becaXVe of a miVXnderVWanding of Zho JeVXV iV, or a Vlip of a WongXe, iW¶V oXW of Whe
condiWion of Wheir hearW. ThiV iVn¶W a one Wime Whing Whe PhariVeeV haYe Vaid VomeWhing
againVW Whe Hol\ SpiriW, iW¶V a hearW poVWXre Whe\ haYe WoZardV Whe Hol\ SpiriW. The\ haYe
refXVed Wo repenW and liVWen Wo Whe Yoice of Whe SpiriW.
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So Zhere are \oX Woda\ ZiWh JeVXV? Do \oX hear Whe Yoice of hiV SpiriW Vpeaking inWo
\oXr life eiWher WhroXgh conYicWion of Vin or being poinWed Wo Whe good neZV of JeVXV? Or
are \oX more familiar ZiWh Whe YoiceV I haYe menWioned earlier like  ³nah, I¶m fine,´ ³no
WhaW¶V oka\,´ ³no, I like him Woo mXch,´ ³no, I like her Woo mXch,´ ³no I enjo\ m\ Vin Woo
mXch,´ ³no, I deVerYe Wo happ\ and Wherefore do ZhaWeYer I ZanW,´ M\ plea Wo \oX WhiV
morning iV Wo repenW. Hear Whe Yoice of Whe Hol\ SpiriW again. PleaVe.

So a coXple WhoXghWV aV Ze cloVe. A coXple WhoXghWV on hoZ Wo hear (and reVpond Wo)
Whe Yoice of Whe SpiriW.

Ɣ PeUVRQal TiPe. The Hol\ SpiriW XVeV VeYeral differenW aYenXeV Wo Vpeak Wo XV. He
VpeakV WhroXgh XV reading Whe ScripWXreV, he VpeakV WhroXgh pra\er. If \oX fill Xp
\oXr life ZiWh Vo man\ WhingV and neYer paXVe or VloZ doZn enoXgh Wo do WheVe
WhingV, \oX Zill haYe a hard Wime hearing Whe Yoice of Whe SpiriW. I geW iW, Ze are all
Yer\ bXV\ people, Zhich meanV all Whe more imporWanW WhaW Ze acWXall\ block oXW
Wime for Whe moVW imporWanW Yoice in oXr liYeV Vo Ze can liVWen. And danger iV WhaW
Ze replace WhaW ZiWh Whe inner Yoice in oXr headV Va\ing ³iW¶V ok, do ZhaWeYer iW
makeV \oX happ\´ and droZn oXW Whe Yoice of Whe Hol\ SpiriW, Whe Yoice pleading
ZiWh XV WhaW ZhaW Ze are chaVing Zill onl\ lead Wo more pain and VXffering. ThiV
VhadoZ Ze are chaVing Zill onl\ lead Wo hearWbreak and diVappoinWmenW. If \oX are
in Whe habiW of checking eYer\ We[W and Vocial media app before \oX geW Wime in Whe
ScripWXreV in Whe morning, \oX are VWacking Whe oddV againVW \oXrVelf in WermV of
hearing from God. If \oX keep \oXr phone righW ne[W Wo \oX Vo \oX can anVZer
eYer\ We[W and inWerrXpWion, Vame Whing. Block oXW Wime Zhere \oX are noW
diVWracWed, and be in Whe bible, or pra\, or liVWen Wo ZorVhip mXVic WhaW VpeakV WrXWh.
Spend Vome XndiYided Wime Wo hear from God Yia Whe SpiriW.

Ɣ HRl\ SSiUiW Filled CRPPXQiW\. HebreZV 3:13 Va\V ³BXW encoXrage one anoWher
dail\, aV long aV iW iV called ³Toda\,´ Vo WhaW none of \oX ma\ be hardened b\ Vin¶V
deceiWfXlneVV.´ YoX need people in \oXr life Zho knoZ JeVXV and knoZ \oX Wo
Vpeak b\ Whe Hol\ SpiriW, inWo \oXr life. And b\ WhaW I don¶W jXVW mean a bible VWXd\
or an accoXnWabiliW\ groXp±WhoVe WhingV are greaW. BXW I mean a groXp of people
Zho knoZ \oXr WendencieV, Zho knoZ Whe WhingV \oX¶re WempWed Wo rXn Wo, WhaW can
be a conVWanW Yoice inWo \oXr life. People WhaW don¶W leW \oX jXVW geW aZa\ ZiWh VWXff.
InVWead Ze leW people Zho don¶W knoZ XV Zell and onl\ knoZ XV from a diVWance
Vpeak inWo oXr liYeV and droZn oXW Whe Yoice of Whe Hol\ SpiriW. ThaW Ze droZn oXW
Whe Yoice of people Zho folloZ JeVXV WhaW knoZV XV beVW. ThaW Ze cherr\ pick
WhoVe people Zho are fanV of XV Zho Zill neYer Vpeak hard WrXWhV Wo XV, WhaW Ze
liVWen Wo Whem and droZn oXW Whe Yoice of Whe Hol\ SpiriW. ThaW Ze leW YoiceV of
people Zho do noW knoZ JeVXV Vpeak oYer Whe Yoice of Whe Hol\ SpiriW. If \oXr
inclinaWion eYer\Wime commXniW\ engageV \oX on VomeWhing or makeV \oX
XncomforWable iV Wo decide Wo aYoid Whem or noW liVWen±or ZorVe, Wo Va\ Whe\ are
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³XnVafe people´ and ZriWe Whem off±\oX are Wraining \oXrVelf Wo droZn oXW Whe Yoice
of Whe SpiriW WhroXgh Whem. If \oX don¶W haYe WhaW W\pe of commXniW\ in \oXr life, iW
Zill be Vo eaV\ Wo floaW WhroXgh \oXr life Vilencing Whe Yoice of Whe SpiriW, or
ZorVe±Whinking \oX¶re hearing Whe Yoice of Whe SpiriW and iW¶V acWXall\ jXVW \oXr oZn
preferenceV and WendencieV. YoX need people in \oXr life Zho can help \oX WeVW
ZhaW Whe SpiriW iV Va\ing and hold \oX accoXnWable for acWXall\ liVWening and
reVponding. If \oX¶Ye alread\ goW WhaW kind of commXniW\, greaW. Make VXre \oX¶re
acWXall\ leWWing Whem inWo \oXr life Vo Whe\ can be helpfXl. If \oX don¶W haYe WhaW W\pe
of commXniW\, I ZoXld loYe Wo inYiWe \oX Wo be a parW of one of oXr LifeGroXpV. ThaW
iV one of Whe biggeVW pXrpoVeV oXr LifeGroXpV VerYe in each of oXr liYeV in oXr
chXrch famil\.

Ɣ PUacWice liVWeQiQg iQ Whe VPall WhiQgV. One Whing I¶Ye noWiced iV WhaW Ze don¶W jXVW
Zake Xp one da\ and all of a VXdden liVWen and obe\ Whe SpiriW in eYer\Whing Ze
do. ThaW¶V noW hoZ iW ZorkV. We drifW Where oYer Wime. IW VWarWV ZiWh Whe SpiriW Welling
XV iW ZoXld be good Wo geW Xp a liWWle earlier and Vpend Wime in Whe ScripWXreV,
prompWing XV Wo pra\ on oXr driYe or Zalk Wo claVV or Zork, prompWing \oX Wo iniWiaWe
a relaWionVhip ZiWh WhaW perVon in \oXr life WhaW doeVn¶W Veem Wo knoZ an\bod\±iW
VWarWV ZiWh him Welling XV Wo Wake liWWle VWepV of obedience. And oYer Wime, Zhen Ze
pracWice liVWening and reVponding Wo Whe Vmall WhingV, iW becomeV eaVier Wo obe\
him in Whe big WhingV. NoW HDV\, bXW HDVLHU. When he¶V Welling \oX WhaW a daWing
relaWionVhip iV a bad idea and \oX need Wo geW oXW of iW, Zhen he WellV \oX Wo WXrn
doZn a job WhaW preYenWV \oX Wo be aroXnd God¶V people or abiliW\ Wo Well oWher
people aboXW JeVXV±all of a VXdden iW makeV a liWWle more VenVe, iW¶V a liWWle more
naWXral Wo obe\ in Whe big WhingV, becaXVe \oX¶Ye pracWiced obe\ing in Whe Vmall
WhingV. InVWead, pracWice liVWening and reVponding Wo Whe liWWle WhingV, Vo WhaW Zhen
Whe big WhingV come, Whe Yoice of conYicWion Zill be cr\VWal clear.

To Zrap Xp: The God of Whe XniYerVe deVireV Wo Vpeak Wo \oX WhroXgh hiV SpiriW, Vo
poViWion \oXrVelf Zhere \oX can liVWen Wo iW, don¶W rXn from iW, don¶W harden \oXr hearW
againVW iW, iW iV Whe aYenXe of grace and forgiYeneVV JeVXV iV offering \oX. LeW¶V pra\.

ReflecWiRQ
HaYe \oX been droZning Whe Yoice of Whe Hol\ SpiriW?
Are Where conYicWionV Whe Hol\ SpiriW iV Vpeaking Wo \oX?
Are Where life-giYing encoXragemenW Whe Hol\ SpiriW iV Vpeaking Wo \oX?
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