
The PRZeU Rf FaiWh
Good moUning eYeU\bod\. If \oX haYe a bible, go ahead and WXUn ZiWh me Wo MaWWheZ 9.
FXnn\ VWoU\: I ZaV acWXall\ noW planning on Weaching WhiV moUning. EUic, oXU paVWoU in
WUaining ZaV. BXW in Whe 9:00, he goW Xp, Vaid a feZ ZoUdV and When Vaid he didn¶W feel
gUeaW, and Zalked off VWage, and When I came Xp and did m\ beVW on hiV noWeV. So WhaW
ZaV an e[ciWing VWaUW Wo Whe moUning. BXW Vince I¶Ye noZ had aW leaVW WhiUW\ minXWeV Wo
pUepaUe, I¶m baVicall\ a pUofeVVional aW WhiV Weaching. So noWhing Wo feaU.

BXW in all VeUioXVneVV, WhaW Zhole ViWXaWion made me YeU\ WhankfXl foU hoZ Ze go aboXW
oXU Weaching heUe on SXnda\V. YoX ma\ oU ma\ noW alUead\ knoZ WhiV, bXW oXU WeachingV
pXW WogeWheU WhUoXgh VomeWhing called a Teaching THDP. So each WedneVda\, a gUoXp
of people fUom oXU chXUch±VWaff and YolXnWeeU, men and Zomen±geW WogeWheU and Walk
WhUoXgh, conWUibXWe Wo, and ediW each Zeek¶V Weaching Wo WU\ and make iW aV Volid and aV
helpfXl aV iW can be. And WheUe aUe a loW of benefiWV Wo doing iW WhaW Za\, bXW one VSHFLILF
adYanWage iV WhaW if an\ of XV eYeU haYe Wo UXn off Whe VWage Vick on a SXnda\ moUning,
WheUe aUe an\ nXmbeU of oWheU people Zho aUe alUead\ VomeZhaW familiaU ZiWh WhaW
Zeek¶V Weaching. So Woda\ iV one of WhoVe WimeV.

ThaW Vaid, if \oX¶Ue heUe foU Whe fiUVW Wime oU if \oX need a UefUeVheU, Ze aUe cXUUenWl\
VWXd\ing VWUaighW WhUoXgh Whe book of MaWWheZ WogeWheU. We¶Ue Vpending Vome Wime
ZoUking WhUoXgh Whe Zhole book fUom VWaUW Wo finiVh oYeU Whe coXUVe of a coXple \eaUV.
RighW noZ, Ze¶Ue in a VecWion of MaWWheZ WhaW focXVeV in on JeVXV¶ inWeUacWionV ZiWh
YaUioXV W\peV of people he comeV acUoVV.

And in Woda\'V paVVage, Whe focXV iV on one paUWicXlaU WKLQJ WhaW JeVXV VHHV in each
peUVon he inWeUacWV ZiWh: faiWh. FaiWh, coincidenWall\, iV alVo ZhaW \oX haYe Wo haYe Zhen
\oX¶Ue pUeaching a VeUmon foU Whe fiUVW Wime off of Vomeone elVe¶V noWeV. FXnn\ hoZ God
did WhaW. NoZ, faiWh iV definiWel\ one of WhoVe ZoUdV WhaW a loW of people XVe, bXW don¶W
neceVVaUil\ fXll\ XndeUVWand. TheUe aUe a loW of ZoUdV like WhaW. FoU inVWance, Ze all Va\
Ze ORYH VWXff Zhen in UealiW\ Ze pUobabl\ jXVW VlighWl\ pUefeU iW Wo oWheU WhingV. OU heUe¶V
anoWheU one WhaW people don¶W XndeUVWand: Whe ZoUd LUUHJDUGOHVV. BecaXVe iW¶V a made Xp
ZoUd. IW liWeUall\ meanV Whe Vame Whing aV ³UegaUdleVV,´ Ze jXVW added leWWeUV Wo iW foU no
UeaVon aW all. JXVW a liWWle peW peeYe of mine. Don¶W ZoUU\ aboXW iW.

BXW all WhaW Wo Va\, IDLWK iV alVo one of WhoVe ZoUdV. So Ze¶Ue gonna Vpend Vome Wime
befoUe Ze¶Ue done Woda\ WU\ing oXU beVW Wo define iW in a helpfXl Za\. BXW fiUVW, leW¶V Wake a
look aW WheVe VWoUieV WhaW all highlighW IDLWK. SWaUW ZiWh me in chapWeU 9, YeUVeV 18-26:
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>18@ WKLOH KH ZDV VD\LQJ WKHVH WKLQJV WR WKHP, EHKROG, D UXOHU FDPH LQ DQG NQHOW
EHIRUH KLP, VD\LQJ, ³M\ GDXJKWHU KDV MXVW GLHG, EXW FRPH DQG OD\ \RXU KDQG RQ
KHU, DQG VKH ZLOO OLYH.´ >19@ AQG JHVXV URVH DQG IROORZHG KLP, ZLWK KLV GLVFLSOHV.
>20@ AQG EHKROG, D ZRPDQ ZKR KDG VXIIHUHG IURP D GLVFKDUJH RI EORRG IRU WZHOYH
\HDUV FDPH XS EHKLQG KLP DQG WRXFKHG WKH IULQJH RI KLV JDUPHQW, >21@ IRU VKH VDLG
WR KHUVHOI, ³II I RQO\ WRXFK KLV JDUPHQW, I ZLOO EH PDGH ZHOO.´ >22@ JHVXV WXUQHG, DQG
VHHLQJ KHU KH VDLG, ³TDNH KHDUW, GDXJKWHU; \RXU IDLWK KDV PDGH \RX ZHOO.´ AQG
LQVWDQWO\ WKH ZRPDQ ZDV PDGH ZHOO. >23@ AQG ZKHQ JHVXV FDPH WR WKH UXOHU'V
KRXVH DQG VDZ WKH IOXWH SOD\HUV DQG WKH FURZG PDNLQJ D FRPPRWLRQ, >24@ KH VDLG,
³GR DZD\, IRU WKH JLUO LV QRW GHDG EXW VOHHSLQJ.´ AQG WKH\ ODXJKHG DW KLP. >25@ BXW
ZKHQ WKH FURZG KDG EHHQ SXW RXWVLGH, KH ZHQW LQ DQG WRRN KHU E\ WKH KDQG, DQG
WKH JLUO DURVH. >26@ AQG WKH UHSRUW RI WKLV ZHQW WKURXJK DOO WKDW GLVWULFW.

TheUe¶V a coXple WhingV going on heUe, bXW Whe fiUVW peUVon Ze Vee in WhiV accoXnW iV a
UXleU, oU Vome WUanVlaWionV Va\ a V\nagogXe leadeU. So WhiV UeligioXV leadeU comeV and
kneelV befoUe JeVXV and aVkV him Wo come bUing hiV daXghWeU back fUom Whe dead. I feel
like VomeWimeV Ze Uead VWXff like WhiV and Whink, ³\eah, JeVXV healed people back When
and bUoXghW people back fUom Whe dead and all kindV of WhingV, Vo iW makeV VenVe WhaW
Vomeone ZoXld aVk him WhaW.´ BXW jXVW Wo claUif\, people Zho died geneUall\ VWa\ed WhaW
Za\ back When jXVW like Woda\, Vo WhiV ZaV VWill a Ueall\ big deal.

BXW WheUe ZaV VomeWhing in WhiV man WhaW pUompWed WhiV appUoach Wo JeVXV. He ZaVn¶W
ViWWing in hiV hoXVe Whinking, ³goVh I Ueall\ hope WhaW JeVXV gX\ VhoZV Xp Vome Wime
Voon.´ OU ³if I jXVW hope haUd enoXgh, he¶ll VenVe iW and Zalk in!´ He kneZ ZheUe JeVXV
ZaV, he kneZ ZhaW JeVXV coXld do, and he ZenW and foXnd him. He ZaV moYed Wo
acWion. So MaWWheZ Va\V JeVXV folloZed Whe man back Wo hiV hoXVe.

BXW on Whe Za\ Wo WhiV gX\¶V hoXVe, Ze meeW anoWheU peUVon in YeUVe 20. ThiV iV a
Zoman Zho iV VXffeUing fUom peUpeWXal bleeding foU WZelYe \eaUV. NoZ VomeWhing WhaW I
find inWeUeVWing iV jXVW hoZ diffeUenW Whe fiUVW WZo people Ze Vee in WhiV VWoU\ aUe. The fiUVW
peUVon ZaV conVideUed an eliWe in Whe UeligioXV commXniW\. A man of VWanding, of
aXWhoUiW\, Vomeone Zho ZaV moVW likel\ in Whe pXblic e\e. The ne[W ZaV a ³Zoman Zho
had VXffeUed fUom a diVchaUge of blood foU 12 \eaUV.´

NoZ, WheUe aUe VeYeUal diffeUenW cXlWXUal and hiVWoUical facWoUV going on heUe. AccoUding
Wo Vome VcholaUV, WhiV Zoman ZoXld haYe been in a pUeWW\ deVpeUaWe poViWion boWh
medicall\ and Vociall\. BaVed on Vome laZV aW Whe Wime, a Zoman ZoXld haYe been
conVideUed Xnclean if WhiV ZaV happening and ZoXld moVW likel\ haYe VWa\ed XnmaUUied
oU ZoXld haYe been diYoUced aV a UeVXlW. So Vhe coXld haYe WhoXghW Wo heUVelf, ³I ZondeU
if he Zill Vee me, and if he VeeV me, Zill he knoZ ZhaW¶V going on? And if he knoZV
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ZhaW¶V going on ZoXld he eYen do an\Whing aboXW iW?´ BXW WhaW¶V noW ZhaW Vhe doeV. We
Uead, ³Vhe Vaid Wo heUVelf, if I onl\ WoXch hiV gaUmenW, I Zill be made Zell.´ So in WhiV
e[WUeme acW of deVpeUaWion, Vhe UeacheV oXW Wo WoXch Whe WeacheU, knoZing fXll Zell WhaW
XndeU Whe laZ iW ZoXld make him Xnclean becaXVe Vhe ZaV conVideUed Xnclean.

TheUe¶V VomeWhing incUedibl\ inWeUeVWing heUe WhaW I ZanW Wo poinW oXW, and iW¶V a liWWle biW
doZn Whe bible neUd UabbiW hole, bXW I pUomiVe iW¶V ZoUWh menWioning. So MaWWheZ claUifieV
Whe Zoman Vpecificall\ WoXcheV ³Whe fUinge of hiV gaUmenW.´ NoZ Whe fUinge foU WhoVe Zho
don¶W knoZ iV Whe YeU\ edge of hiV cloak, baVicall\ Whe oXWeUmoVW poinW of him Vhe coXld
haYe WoXched. TheUe aUe acWXall\ VeYeUal WimeV WhUoXghoXW Whe Old TeVWamenW Zhen Whe
edge oU coUneU of Vomeone¶V cloWheV ZeUe called ³Whe ZingV´ of WheiU gaUmenW.
Specificall\, look ZiWh me aW Malachi 4:2, Ze¶ll pXW iW on Whe VcUeen Vo \oX don¶W haYe Wo
WXUn WheUe. IW Va\V:

>2@ BXW IRU \RX ZKR IHDU P\ QDPH, WKH VXQ RI ULJKWHRXVQHVV VKDOO ULVH ZLWK KHDOLQJ
LQ LWV ZLQJV.

So MaWWheZ jXVW ZanWV XV Wo Vee ZhaW Vhe'V dRiQg aV XnknoZingl\ fXlfilliQg WhiV YeUVe.
BXW eiWheU Za\, WhiV iV a UecogniWion fUom Whe Zoman WhaW Vhe WhinkV JeVXV iV Zho he Va\V
he iV. And deVpiWe heU oZn Vocial VWanding, Vhe decideV Wo Wake a hXge UiVk and acWiYe
VWep UegaUdleVV of Whe conVeTXenceV.

So, JeVXV, being God incaUnaWe ZiWh all Whe poZeU and abiliW\ coXld haYe leW WhiV happen,
leW WhiV Zoman be healed diVcUeeWl\, and gone aboXW hiV da\ ZiWhoXW acknoZledging
an\Whing. He coXld haYe done WhaW. BXW inVWead, JeVXV WXUnV Wo heU and acknoZledgeV
heU. DeVpiWe heU Vocial VWanding oU an\ Vocial VWigma againVW heU, he DFNQRZOHGJHV heU.
He GLJQLILHV heU. He doeVn¶W Vhame heU, and he ceUWainl\ doeVn¶W leW an\one fUom Whe
cUoZd Zho mighW haYe Veen WhiV cXlWXUall\ Xnclean Zoman WoXch Whe WeacheU Vpeak oXW
againVW heU. He acknoZledgeV heU and Whe acWion Vhe Wook. And he WellV heU, ³Wake heaUW,
daXghWeU; \oXU IDLWK haV made \oX Zell.´ WhaW dReV JeVXV Va\ made heU Zell? HeU
faiWh. NRW ³I haYe made \RX Zell, bXW \oXr faiWh haV made \RX Zell.´ ThaW¶V
VignificanW. We¶ll come back Wo WhaW concepW, bXW leW¶V keep going foU noZ.

BXW JeVXV healV WhiV Zoman and keepV going Wo Whe oWheU man¶V hoXVe. When he geWV
WheUe, Ze Uead WhaW he VeeV people moXUning and going WhUoXgh Whe fXneUal WUadiWionV of
Whe Wime. JXVW Wo claUif\, WhiV iV noW immediaWel\ afWeU WhiV man¶V daXghWeU haV paVVed
aZa\. The\¶Ye alUead\ gaWheUed people WogeWheU and VWaUWed Whe Zhole fXneUal pUoceVV.
Which e[plainV Zh\ MaWWheZ Va\V Whe people aW Whe hoXVe ³laXghed aW him´ Zhen JeVXV
Wold Whem all Vhe ZaV onl\ aVleep. BXW Ze Vee JeVXV aUUiYe aW Whe hoXVe aW Whe UHTXHVW of
Whe UXleU and WoXch hiV daXghWeU and Vhe iV UaiVed fUom Whe dead. ThiV gX\ ZenW oXW of
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hiV Za\, Veeking JeVXV in Whe midVW of ZhaW he ZaV doing, and knelW befoUe him aVking
him Wo come Wo hiV hoXVe. He VeemV pUeWW\ VXUe WhaW WheUe¶V Vome YalXe Wo aVking JeVXV
foU help. And ZhaW doeV JeVXV do? He bUingV Whe man¶V daXghWeU back fUom Whe dead.
So Ze¶Ye goW a loW going on alUead\, bXW Ze¶Ue going Wo keep poZeUing WhUoXgh and I
pUomiVe Ze¶ll Wie iW all back WogeWheU. LeW¶V keep moYing foUZaUd and Wake a look WogeWheU
aW ZhaW happenV ne[W in YeUVeV 27-31:

>27@ AQG DV JHVXV SDVVHG RQ IURP WKHUH, (caVXall\ aV one doeV afWeU UaiVing
Vomeone fUom Whe dead) WZR EOLQG PHQ IROORZHG KLP, FU\LQJ DORXG, ³HDYH PHUF\
RQ XV, Son of DaYid.´ >28@ WKHQ KH HQWHUHG WKH KRXVH, WKH EOLQG PHQ FDPH WR
KLP, DQG JHVXV VDLG WR WKHP, ³DR \RX EHOLHYH WKDW I DP DEOH WR GR WKLV?´ TKH\ VDLG
WR KLP, ³YHV, LRUG.´ >29@ TKHQ KH WRXFKHG WKHLU H\HV, VD\LQJ, ³AFFRUGLQJ WR \RXU
IDLWK EH LW GRQH WR \RX.´ >30@ AQG WKHLU H\HV ZHUH RSHQHG. AQG JHVXV VWHUQO\
ZDUQHG WKHP, ³SHH WKDW QR RQH NQRZV DERXW LW.´ >31@ BXW WKH\ ZHQW DZD\ DQG
VSUHDG KLV IDPH WKURXJK DOO WKDW GLVWULFW.

Ne[W in MaWWheZ¶V accoXnW Ze find WZo blind men folloZing JeVXV. NoZ WheVe gX\V aUe
paUWicXlaUl\ inWeUeVWing in m\ opinion. We Uead WhaW Whe\¶Ue blind, Zhich b\ definiWion
meanV Whe\¶Ye neYeU acWXall\ VHHQ JeVXV do an\Whing. The\¶Ye neYeU ZLWQHVVHG hiV
acWionV. The\ coXld onl\ haYe been Wold aboXW ZhaW he¶V doing, bXW look aW hoZ Whe\
addUeVV him: ³Son of DaYid.´ If \oX ZeUe in JeZiVh cXlWXUe aW WhiV Wime, \oX ZoXld haYe
knoZn WhaW WiWle ZaV UeVeUYed foU ZhomeYeU Whe\ WhoXghW Whe MeVViah ZaV, oU Whe
coming VaYioU Zho ZaV pUopheVied aboXW in VcUipWXUe.

NoWe: in Y. 34, Whe PhaUiVeeV aWWUibXWe JeVXV¶ healing Wo SaWan. MaWWheZ iV poeWicall\
demonVWUaWing Wo XV WhaW VomeWimeV, in Whe kingdom of God, Veeing men aUe blind, and
blind men Vee. A paiU of blind men Zho haYe neYeU Veen JeVXV do an\Whing, can
peUceiYe pUeciVel\ Zho he iV. BXW men Zho aUe VWeeped in Whe ScUipWXUeV aboXW Whe
coming meVViah compleWel\ miVV Zho he iV. Toda\: WheUe iV a Za\ Wo gUoZ Xp in chXUch,
knoZ all kindV of WhingV aboXW JeVXV, and VWill be compleWel\ blind Wo Zho he iV and ZhaW
life ZiWh him lookV like«

BXW WheVe blind men, haYing neYeU VHHQ an\Whing JeVXV haV done, neYeU VHHLQJ JeVXV aW
all, heaUd ZhaW he ZaV doing and heaUd ZheUe he ZaV and Whe\ ZenW and foXnd him,
aVking foU hiV help. The\ ZeUe Vo confidenW WhaW he coXld heal Whem WhaW Zhen Whe\ foXnd
oXW ZheUe he ZaV, Whe\ did eYeU\Whing in WheiU poZeU Wo geW WheUe. And jXVW like I
menWioned eaUlieU, aW WhiV poinW in hiVWoU\, blind people Wended Wo VWa\ blind jXVW aV mXch
aV dead people Wended Wo VWa\ dead. BXW like Whe V\nagogXe leadeU, Whe\ ZeUe confidenW
in Zho JeVXV ZaV Wo Whe poinW WhaW Whe\ VoXghW him oXW and aVked him Wo heal Whem.
Once again Ze Vee people going oXW of WheiU Za\ and Waking delibeUaWe, inWenWional
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acWionV baVed on ZhaW Whe\ confidenWl\ belieYe Wo be WUXe. The\ did VomeWhing WhaW onl\
makeV VenVe if JeVXV ZaV Zho he Vaid he ZaV.  And once again Ze Vee JeVXV ciUcle
back Wo Whe Vame Wheme, he Va\V accoUding Wo \oXU ZKDW? AccoUding Wo \oXU IDLWK. YoX
aUe healed ³accoUding Wo \oXU faiWh.´

LeW¶V keep Ueading Whe laVW accoXnW in WhiV VecWion of YeUVeV; look ZiWh me aW YeUVe 32:

>32@ AV WKH\ ZHUH JRLQJ DZD\, EHKROG, D GHPRQ-RSSUHVVHG PDQ ZKR ZDV PXWH
ZDV EURXJKW WR KLP. >33@ AQG ZKHQ WKH GHPRQ KDG EHHQ FDVW RXW, WKH PXWH PDQ
VSRNH. AQG WKH FURZGV PDUYHOHG, VD\LQJ, ³NHYHU ZDV DQ\WKLQJ OLNH WKLV VHHQ LQ
IVUDHO.´

NoZ, WhiV VWoU\ iV diffeUenW in WhaW JeVXV doeVn'W Vpecificall\ XVe Whe ZoUd ³faiWh´ Wo
deVcUibe ZhaW happenV. BXW Ze knoZ WhaW Whe VWoU\ VWill haV Wo do ZiWh faiWh. We knoZ
WhaW becaXVe eaUlieU in Whe Vame chapWeU, a gUoXp of people bUing a paUal\Wic man Wo
JeVXV Vo JeVXV can heal him. And iW Va\V WhaW JeVXV healed Whe man becaXVe of WKHLU
IDLWK. And iW ZoXld Veem WhaW Whe Vame Whing iV happening heUe.  A gUoXp of people bUing
a demon-poVVeVVed man Wo JeVXV, and JeVXV healV him becaXVe of WKHLU faiWh. So Zhile
WhiV accoXnW doeVn¶W giYe TXiWe aV mXch deWail, We knoZ baVed on oWheU paVVageV, WhaW
eYidenWl\ JeVXV VaZ IDLWK in Whe people bUinging WhiV demon-poVVeVVed man Wo him. We
Vee mXlWiple WimeV JeVXV Va\ing iW iV people¶V IDLWK WhaW haV bUoXghW Whem healing. So
eYeQ WhRXgh faiWh iVQ'W VSecificall\ meQWiRQed iQ WhiV SaVVage, Ze kQRZ fURm Whe
cRQWe[W WhaW iW iV VWill YeU\ mXch a VWRU\ aboXW faiWh.

So in all WhUee of WheVe VecWionV of MaWWheZ and all foXU of WheVe inWeUacWionV, Ze Vee a
common WhUead ZoYen WhUoXghoXW. In all of WheVe diffeUenW ViWXaWionV, Ze Vee IDLWK aV a
cenWUal piece of Whe VWoU\. In VeYeUal of Whe ViWXaWionV, JeVXV liWeUall\ WellV people WhingV
happen EHFDXVH RI WheiU faiWh. He e[pliciWl\ Va\V WhoVe ZoUdV. AppaUenWl\, Zhen UelaWing
Wo JeVXV foU healing and an\ nXmbeU of oWheU WhingV, poVVeVVing faiWh iV incUedibl\
impoUWanW.

So Ze VhoXld pUobabl\ Vpend Vome Wime figXUing oXW ZhaW faiWh iV, e[acWl\. I Whink if \oX
ZeUe Wo aVk, a loW of people ZoXld deVcUibe ³faiWh´ aV Vome kind of indiVWincW, ³VpiUiWXal
paUW of me.´ ThiV almoVW m\VWical elemenW ZiWhoXW a cleaU definiWion. Ma\be \oX¶Ye heaUd
oU eYen Vaid WhingV like, ³\oX jXVW need Wo haYe moUe faiWh.´ OU, ³m\ faiWh iV impoUWanW Wo
me.´ Ma\be iW¶V ³I¶m VWUXggling ZiWh m\ faiWh UighW noZ.´ OU, ³I ZanW Wo gUoZ in m\ faiWh.´
NoZ, I¶m noW going Wo Va\ oXWUighW WhaW eYeU\ Wime Ze UefeU Wo faiWh aV VomeWhing
inWangible iW¶V LQFRUUHFW, bXW if WhaW¶V all iW iV When I mighW Va\ baVed on VcUipWXUe iW¶V
LQFRPSOHWH.
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JeVXV¶ inWeUacWionV ZiWh all WheVe people in WhiV paVVage Well XV WhaW he VHHV WheiU faiWh b\
WheiU DFWLRQV. NoW one Wime in WhiV paVVage do Ze Vee JeVXV do Vome kind of pUeliminaU\
inWeUYieZ ZiWh WheVe people Wo dig deepeU inWo Whe inWangible VpiUiWXal componenW of WheiU
liYeV. So hoZ coXld he Va\ he VHHV WheiU faiWh? He VeeV iW, he VHHV WKHLU IDLWK b\ WheiU
acWionV. He VeeV WheiU faiWh baVed on Whe facW WhaW Whe\ ZenW oXW of WheiU Za\ Wo do
VomeWhing WhaW ZoXld onl\ make VenVe Wo do if JeVXV Ueall\ ZaV Zho he Vaid he ZaV. A
UeligioXV leadeU ZoXldn¶W come kneel befoUe a Uandom peUVon Zalking doZn Whe VWUeeW
aVking Whem Wo UaiVe hiV daXghWeU fUom Whe dead. ThaW ZoXldn¶W make VenVe. A Zoman
ZiWh a diVchaUge of blood foU 12 \eaUV iVn¶W going Xp and WoXching eYeU\ peUVon in Whe
VWUeeW jXVW hoping WhaW Vhe¶ll VXddenl\ geW beWWeU. Blind men aUen¶W VhoXWing on Whe VWUeeW
coUneU aW eYeU\ paVVeUb\ aVking Wo be healed of WheiU blindneVV. YoX don¶W Wake a
demon-oppUeVVed peUVon Zho can¶W Vpeak Wo Vome Uandom faVW food place and Va\ ³I¶ll
Wake a bXUgeU, Vome fUieV, and, Xh, do \oX Whink \oX coXld do VomeWhing aboXW WhiV?´
The\¶ll jXVW look aW \oX like, ³ViU, WhiV a Wend\¶V.´ None of WhaW makeV an\ VenVe, no one
ZoXld do WhoVe WhingV. All Whe people in WhiV paVVage ZenW oXW of WheiU Za\ Wo do
VomeWhing, VomeWhing pUeWW\ dUaVWic in Vome caVeV, WhaW ZoXld onl\ make VenVe if Whe\
WUXl\ belieYed WhaW JeVXV ZaV capable of doing VomeWhing aboXW iW. So Wo giYe a definiWion,
I ZoXld Va\ faiWh = doing WhingV WhaW onl\ make VenVe if JeVXV iV Zho he Va\V he iV.

ObYioXVl\ faiWh haV an inWangible elemenW Wo iW, WheUe¶V a VpiUiWXal elemenW foU VXUe. BXW
baVed on JeVXV¶ inWeUacWion and ZhaW Ze Vee in VcUipWXUe, iW can¶W MXVW be WhaW. AccoUding
Wo WheVe VWoUieV, faiWh iV VomeWhing WhaW iV Wangibl\ diVpla\ed WhUoXgh \oXU acWionV. FaiWh
iV VomeWhing WhaW a peUVon can Vee WhUoXgh Whe WhingV \oX do.  We Vee WhiV laid oXW
cleaUl\ in oWheU paUWV of VcUipWXUe, pUobabl\ moVW cleaUl\ in  Whe book of JameV. I¶ll pXW iW
on Whe VcUeen Vo \oX don¶W haYe Wo WXUn WheUe. Take a look aW JameV 2:18:

[18] BXW Vomeone Zill Va\, ³YoX haYe faiWh and I haYe ZoUkV.´ (In oWheU ZoUdV,
Vome Zill WU\ Wo acW like WheiU faiWh and WheiU ZoUkV aUe VepaUaWe WhingV. Like faiWh iV
Whe VpiUiWXal componenW of WheiU liYeV and WheiU ZoUkV aUe Whe ph\Vical, Wangible
paUWV of WheiU liYeV. BXW he conWinXeV... ShoZ me \RXU faiWh aparW fUom \oXU ZoUkV,
and I Zill VhoZ \oX m\ faiWh b\ m\ ZoUkV.

Look aW WhoVe laVW feZ ZoUdV. HoZ doeV Whe aXWhoU Va\ Whe\ Zill VhoZ WheiU faiWh? B\ WheiU
ZoUkV. ThoVe aUe pUeWW\ VWUong ZoUdV, bXW I alVo feel like Whe\¶Ue pUeWW\ diUecW. The\¶Ue
Va\ing IDLWK iV VomeWhing WhaW iV VhoZn oU diVpla\ed WhUoXgh DFWLRQ. So Ze Vee in Whe
book of JameV and in JeVXV¶ inWeUacWionV ZiWh people in WheVe VWoUieV WhaW faiWh iVn¶W jXVW
an inWeUnal Whing. FaiWh iV noW Whe immeaVXUable, inWangible, VpiUiWXal componenW of \oXU
life. FaiWh iV a belief WhaW JeVXV iV Zho he Va\V he iV, and WhaW ZoUkV iWVelf oXW in acWionV
WhaW onl\ make VenVe if he iV Zho he Va\V he iV. AccoUding Wo VcUipWXUe, faiWh iV mXch
moUe Whan a VpiUiWXal idea, and iW alVo iV mXch moUe poZeUfXl Whan Ze VomeWimeV Whink.
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I¶Ye Veen VeYeUal e[ampleV of WhiV in m\ oZn life, Vome WhaW I¶Ye paUWicipaWed in and Vome
WhaW I¶Ye ZiWneVVed oWheUV do. One big one iV Whe enWiUe VWoU\ of Whe beginningV of CiW\
ChXUch. 25 people Zho liYed in ColXmbia, SoXWh CaUolina felW like Whe LoUd ZaV calling
Whem Wo be a paUW of VWaUWing a chXUch becaXVe of ZhaW JeVXV had done in WheiU oZn liYeV
WhUoXgh Whe acWionV of oWheU people. So ZhaW happened? We VhifWed oXU liYeV and
changed jobV and Vold hoXVeV and packed eYeU\Whing Xp and lefW familieV all becaXVe of
Whe ZoUk of JeVXV Ze had e[peUienced and Whe fXWXUe ZoUk Ze kneZ he coXld do WhUoXgh
XV. So people Wook acWion and did WhingV WhaW onl\ made VenVe if JeVXV ZaV Zho he Vaid
he ZaV. MoVW of XV ended Xp faUWheU fUom oXU familieV and a loW of fUiendVhipV Ze Ueall\
YalXed, becaXVe Ze ZanWed Wo Vee moUe people come Wo knoZ JeVXV heUe in Kno[Yille.
And I¶Ye Veen plenW\ of e[ampleV of WhiV happening dXUing m\ Wime gUoZing Xp oYeUVeaV.
TheUe ZaV one Wime I ZaV in India ZiWh m\ Dad VWa\ing ZiWh Vome fUiendV Zhen Ze goW a
call WhaW m\ mom had Wo be medicall\ eYacXaWed fUom Nepal Wo Thailand foU a VXUgeU\.
M\ dad needed Wo go UighW aZa\ and he looked foU WickeWV online and ZaV calling WUaYel
agenWV and Whe onl\ infoUmaWion he coXld find ZaV WhaW eYeU\Whing ZaV booked Volid and
Vold oXW. BXW oXU fUiend JameV Zho Ze ZeUe VWa\ing ZiWh Vaid ³no, Ze¶Ue going Wo pUa\
WhaW Whe LoUd ZoXld make a Za\ and Ze¶Ue going Wo Whe aiUpoUW.´ Which doeVn¶W make
VenVe fUom an\ logical VWance, Whe flighWV ZeUe aUe fXll, Ze kneZ WhaW, bXW he had faiWh
and WRRN XV ZLWK KLP and deVpiWe ZhaW Whe ZebViWeV and WUaYel agenWV Vaid, Zhen Ze goW
WheUe, WheUe ZaV a VeaW aYailable foU m\ dad Wo Thailand Whe Vame da\. TheUe ZaV no
UeaVon Wo Wake WhaW VWep, bXW JameV kneZ WhaW Whe LoUd coXld pUoYide and ZoUk and he
Wook acWion.

NoZ moVW of XV pUobabl\ look aW WhingV like WhaW and go ³\eah of coXUVe WhaW'V faiWh.´ BXW
faiWh can alVo be VhoZn in TXiWe a feZ eYeU\da\ VoUW of Za\V WhaW don'W haYe Wo do ZiWh
XpUooWing \oXU life foU a chXUch planW oU Whe Hol\ SpiUiW magicall\ booking plane flighWV foU
\oX. FoU e[ample, faiWh coXld look like being a Vingle Zoman Zho iV pUeVenWed ZiWh Whe
oppoUWXniW\ Wo daWe an incUedibl\ aWWUacWiYe gX\ Zho iVn¶W a folloZeU of JeVXV and decideV
noW Wo becaXVe \oX belieYe God¶V Za\ iV beWWeU. FaiWh coXld look like being in a
UelaWionVhip ZiWh a bo\fUiend oU giUlfUiend oU fiance, and haYing Whe opWion Wo haYe Ve[
ZheneYeU \oX ZanW ZiWhoXW an\bod\ Ueall\ jXdging \oX foU iW, and chooVing Wo ZaiW
becaXVe \oX WUXVW God¶V deVign foU Ve[. FaiWh iV FKRRVLQJ and SODQQLQJ Wo giYe aZa\
VignificanW poUWionV of \oXU income WhaW \oX coXld Vpend on \oXUVelf inVWead of ZaiWing
XnWil Whe end of Whe monWh Wo Vee ZhaW¶V OHIW Wo giYe aZa\. FaiWh iV chooVing Wo Vpend Wime
Ueading and mediWaWing on an ancienW book of liWeUaWXUe eYeU\ da\, becaXVe \oX belieYe
Whe Hol\ SpiUiW Zill Vpeak diUecWl\ Wo \oX WhUoXgh iW. . FaiWh iV haYing Whe boldneVV Wo Walk
aboXW JeVXV ZiWh a coZoUkeU oU a neighboU, knoZing fXll Zell WhaW iW mighW make WhingV a
liWWle aZkZaUd aV a UeVXlW of doing WhaW.

7



Do \oX Vee WhiV? We coXld go on ZiWh e[ampleV, bXW WhiV iV ZhaW faiWh iV: iW¶V doing WhingV
WhaW onl\ make VenVe if JeVXV iV Zho he Va\V he iV. ThaW¶V ZhaW all WheVe people in Whe
VWoU\ ZiWh faiWh aUe doing. We Vee all WheVe people WhaW JeVXV inWeUacWV ZiWh in WhiV
paVVage VKRZLQJ WheiU faiWh b\ Waking acWion. I knoZ I peUVonall\ find m\Velf Whinking
aboXW faiWh aV a concepW oU an idea a loW of Whe Wime and I need Wo be Ueminded WhaW iW
doeVn¶W VWop WheUe. FaiWh can¶W jXVW be a feeling Ze mXVWeU Xp, becaXVe WhaW makeV iW all
aboXW oXUVelYeV. And WhaW¶V noW ZhaW faiWh iV. FaiWh iV defined b\ Whe deciVionV WhaW Ze
make UegaUdleVV of hoZ Ze feel.

So I Whink Ze need Wo VWop Whinking aboXW faiWh aV Vome inWangible feeling WhaW Ze do oXU
beVW Wo mXVWeU Xp. ThaW makeV iW all aboXW XV and oXU VWUengWh. InVWead, ZhaW if Ze
appUoached iW moUe b\ aVking Whe TXeVWion, "if I Ueall\ belieYed WhaW JeVXV iV Zho he Va\V
he iV, ZhaW W\peV of WhingV ZoXld I appUoach diffeUenWl\ in m\ life?´ And When dRiQg WhoVe
WhingV, becaXVe he iV Zho he Va\V he iV.

PXW anoWheU Za\, faiWh iV Vimpl\ WUXVW. When Ze ZeUe liWWle, chanceV aUe WheUe ZeUe
ViWXaWionV ZheUe Ze ZeUe VcaUed oU neUYoXV Wo do VomeWhing, and a paUenW oU Vomeone
Vaid "WUXVW me." And ma\be WhaW ZenW Zell oU ma\be iW didn'W, bXW I ZanW \oX Wo Vee WhaW
WhaW'V ZhaW faiWh iV. IW'V noW mXVWeUing Xp a feeling ZiWhin XV. In facW, I Whink a loW of Whe Wime
iW'V Zalking inWo XnceUWainW\ and feaU and doXbW, bXW Wo do iW an\Za\ knoZing WhaW JeVXV
Zill be enoXgh, becaXVe he iV Zho he Va\V he iV. OXU faiWh iV noW baVed on an\ abiliW\ in
XV Wo WUXVW, iW'V noW baVed on hoZ Ze can manage Wo feel aboXW VomeWhing. IW'V Vimpl\
baVed on JeVXV' WUXVWZRUWhiQeVV. IW¶V baVed on hiV WUXVWZoUWhineVV WhaW he pUoYed on
Whe cUoVV. HiV WUXVWZoUWhineVV in Whe facW WhaW he gaYe himVelf Xp aV a VacUifice Wo make a
Za\ foU XV Wo be Ueconciled ZiWh him. HiV WUXVWZoUWhineVV WhaW he Zill giYe XV all WhingV Ze
need.

OXU faiWh moWiYaWeV XV Wo acWion. IW¶V noW jXVW a peUVonal feeling oU peUVonal moWiYaWion.
BecaXVe iW iVn¶W baVed on XV. IW iVn¶W baVed on oXU abiliW\ oU oXU VWUengWh oU an\ of WhaW.
FaiWh moWiYaWeV acWion becaXVe oXU faiWh iV gUoXnded in Whe peUVon and ZoUk and abiliW\
of JeVXV ChUiVW. NoW oXU abiliW\. HiV abiliW\. And m\ hope iV WhaW Ze aV a chXUch aUe able
Wo pXW WhaW faiWh on diVpla\ WhUoXgh Whe WhingV Ze do Wo make JeVXV knoZn WhUoXghoXW oXU
ciW\.
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