
PRVVHVVHG b\ SWXbbRUQQHVV (12:38-45)
Good morning ever\one, it¶s great to see all of \our faces, Zhich I Zill not get tired of
sa\ing. If I haven¶t had the chance to meet \ou \et, m\ name is Eric and I am a pastor in
training here. If \ou¶ve got a bible Zith \ou, go ahead and turn to MattheZ chapter 12,
Ze¶ll be there in just a minute. If \ou Zere here about a month and a half ago the last
time I Zas VXSSRVHd to teach a sermon, rest assured I plan on making it through this
one. If \ou have no idea Zhat I¶m talking about, I Zasn¶t feeling great but thought I could
poZer through. ³Thought´ being the ke\ Zord there. I told Kent right before I got on stage
that I felt prett\ bad, Zhich is a less than ideal amount of time. So I introduced m\self
and promptl\ said ³Kent is going to have to finish this´ and I ran off stage to throZ up.
Prett\ cool. So an\Za\, if \ou Zeren¶t here, noZ \ou knoZ, and if \ou Zere here, \ou
have permission to laugh because it¶s funn\ noZ. I didn¶t think it Zas funn\ then, but I
can admit it noZ. But Ze Zon¶t have a repeat. Hopefull\.

As a reminder or an introduction if \ou¶ve just started coming around, Ze are coming to
the end of chapter 12 in our stud\ through the Gospel according to MattheZ. Recentl\,
Ze¶ve been Zalking through some of the different people Jesus encountered during his
ministr\ and some of the Za\s that people are responding to him. And in case \ou
haven¶t noticed, several people are reall\ not responding Zell. Specificall\ the religious
leaders of the time. I mean, Kent said just a couple Zeeks ago that their response to him
going around helping and healing people Zas to start a plan to kill him. Pro tip in case
\ou Zere not aZare, if someone decides to start a plan to murder \ou for something, it¶s
a prett\ good indicator the\ didn¶t reall\ like \ou or Zhat \ou Zere doing. So, at this point
in MattheZ, Ze once again see Jesus interacting Zith some of his biggest fans, the
Pharisees and teachers of the laZ. I Zill sa\, at face value there are several things that
come up in toda\¶s passage that can sound a little Zeird or random to us, but I promise it
makes sense and Jesus kneZ Zhat he Zas talking about. And he lived 2000 \ears ago
on the other side of the Zorld in a societ\ and tradition that Zas completel\ different from
ours. So of course some of Zhat he sa\s is going to seem kind of Zeird to us, just like
hoZ things Ze talk about toda\ Zould seem incredibl\ Zeird to people in that conte[t.
Just imagine Zhat someone at this time Zould think if \ou told them Zhat \ou Zere most
e[cited about is an aSS on a SKRQH Zhere \ou Zatch videos of people dancing. That¶d
be Zeird Zithout some conte[t. It¶s arguabl\ Zeird ZLWK conte[t. But Zhat Ze¶re going to
do toda\ is read through the Zhole passage, then Ze¶ll go back and break doZn Zhat
e[actl\ is going on. Sound good? Go ahead and look Zith me at MattheZ chapter 12
starting in verse 38:
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[38] TKHQ VRPH RI WKH PKaULVHHV aQd WHacKHUV RI WKH OaZ VaLd WR KLP, ³THacKHU, ZH
ZaQW WR VHH a VLJQ IURP \RX.´ [39] HH aQVZHUHd, ³A ZLcNHd aQd adXOWHURXV
JHQHUaWLRQ aVNV IRU a VLJQ! BXW QRQH ZLOO bH JLYHQ LW H[cHSW WKH VLJQ RI WKH SURSKHW
JRQaK. [40] FRU aV JRQaK ZaV WKUHH da\V aQd WKUHH QLJKWV LQ WKH bHOO\ RI a KXJH
ILVK, VR WKH SRQ RI MaQ ZLOO bH WKUHH da\V aQd WKUHH QLJKWV LQ WKH KHaUW RI WKH
HaUWK. [41] TKH PHQ RI NLQHYHK ZLOO VWaQd XS aW WKH MXdJPHQW ZLWK WKLV JHQHUaWLRQ
aQd cRQdHPQ LW; IRU WKH\ UHSHQWHd aW WKH SUHacKLQJ RI JRQaK, aQd QRZ VRPHWKLQJ
JUHaWHU WKaQ JRQaK LV KHUH. [42] TKH QXHHQ RI WKH SRXWK ZLOO ULVH aW WKH MXdJPHQW
ZLWK WKLV JHQHUaWLRQ aQd cRQdHPQ LW; IRU VKH caPH IURP WKH HQdV RI WKH HaUWK WR
OLVWHQ WR SRORPRQ¶V ZLVdRP, aQd QRZ VRPHWKLQJ JUHaWHU WKaQ SRORPRQ LV KHUH.

[43] ³WKHQ aQ LPSXUH VSLULW cRPHV RXW RI a SHUVRQ, LW JRHV WKURXJK aULd SOacHV
VHHNLQJ UHVW aQd dRHV QRW ILQd LW. [44] TKHQ LW Va\V, µI ZLOO UHWXUQ WR WKH KRXVH I OHIW.¶
WKHQ LW aUULYHV, LW ILQdV WKH KRXVH XQRccXSLHd, VZHSW cOHaQ aQd SXW LQ RUdHU. [45]
TKHQ LW JRHV aQd WaNHV ZLWK LW VHYHQ RWKHU VSLULWV PRUH ZLcNHd WKaQ LWVHOI, aQd WKH\
JR LQ aQd OLYH WKHUH. AQd WKH ILQaO cRQdLWLRQ RI WKaW SHUVRQ LV ZRUVH WKaQ WKH ILUVW.
TKaW LV KRZ LW ZLOO bH ZLWK WKLV ZLcNHd JHQHUaWLRQ.´

Nice and simple, right? We¶ve got some people asking Jesus for a sign, a prett\ direct
denial to do so accompanied b\ some insults, something about Jonah and a queen, and
a haunted house, \ou knoZ, just to top ever\thing off since there Zasn¶t much going on
alread\. Like I said, at face value this passage ma\ seem a little jump\ or scattered, but
the author of this book put them together for a reason and all of this ties together. So
let¶s start at the beginning of our passage. We see Jesus interacting Zith a group of
people in verse 38, Zho are the\? PKaULVHHV aQd WHacKHUV RI WKH OaZ. Basicall\ religious
leaders and bible scholars. And the\ come to Jesus and the\ ask him for ZKaW? A VLJQ.
So at first glance \ou might be thinking, ³a group of religious people are asking a gu\
Zho¶s making some reall\ big claims about himself for a VLJQ to back it up. That feels
prett\ reasonable, right?´ After all, Jesus has been doing signs for people fairl\ regularl\
up until this point.  And Zhat¶s Jesus¶ response there? ³Sure gu\s, thought \ou¶d never
ask! Here \ou go.´ Not e[actl\. He comes right out of the gate Zith, ³\ou Zicked and
adulterous generation.´ Out of conte[t \ou might see that and go, ³Zhoa, let¶s pump the
brakes there a little bit, Jesus.´ But Ze aren¶t going to look at it out of conte[t, are Ze?
No, Ze¶ve been getting conte[t for this for several Zeeks noZ, so Ze knoZ there¶s more
going on here. This isn¶t Jesus¶ first interaction Zith these same Pharisees, it¶s not even
the first interaction in this chapter. As a refresher, chapter 12 starts off Zith these gu\s
folloZing Jesus around, confronting him for his disciples picking some grain to eat on the
Sabbath, Zatching him heal a man¶s Zithered hand, heal a blind gu\ Zho¶s also never
spoken before, then the\ sa\ he Zorks for the devil and the\ start to hatch a plot to get
him murdered.
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If all the\ needed Zas to see a sign, the\ Zould have alread\ accepted Jesus as the
Messiah, the promised savior. But the\ don¶t accept it. The\ onl\ look at Zhat Jesus is
doing and hoZ he is doing it and the\ tr\ to sa\ he¶s a tool of the devil. So the\ don¶t
reall\ Zant a sign from Jesus to prove himself, the\ just Zant to tr\ to find another Za\ to
accuse him of some kind of Zrongdoing.  That¶s e[actl\ Zhat¶s going on. But he knoZs
their motivation and he refuses to Zalk into their intended trap. He turns to them and
calls them Zicked and adulterous. That¶s pointed. Clearl\ it makes sense to call them
ZLcNHd since Jesus alread\ knoZs their plan. Right? The\ are planning to murder a
perfectl\ innocent person Zho has done nothing but help and heal. Seems prett\ Zicked
to me. But he also calls them adulterous. Wh\ does he sa\ that? That¶s probabl\ not
hoZ I Zould address a group of people I knoZ are plotting to kill me. It doesn¶t seem like
³do not commit adulter\´ is the specific command the\¶re about to violate. But that¶s Zhat
he sa\s to them. And the reason he sa\s it is because he knoZs Zhat the\ are doing. He
knoZs that the\ have this deep resentment and anger toZards him and the\ are going to
have him killed, but the\¶re coming up to him in public asking for a sign acting like the\
are eager to believe in him if the\ just see one more. That¶s adulterous behavior. It¶s tZo
faced. And Jesus is ver\ familiar Zith Old Testament scripture and he Zas echoing Zhat
man\ of the prophets and poets said about the nation of Israel, God¶s chosen people
Zhen the\ rebel. Time and time again the\ are called ³adulterous´ Zhen the\ Zould turn
from or reject God, so he¶s referencing the Za\ Israel¶s rejection of God in the past Zas
categori]ed in his calling out of the Pharisees. So the\ put up this facade of asking for a
sign as if the\ Zant to believe, Zhen in realit\ the\ just Zant to find something to use
against him and reject him. The\¶re being adXOWHURXV. The\¶ve convinced themselves
that their Za\ of thinking, their Za\ of doing things, their e[pectations of Jesus are so
unequivocall\ correct that an\thing that gets in the Za\ is evil and Zrong. And that is an
incredibl\ dangerous place to be. And that¶s Zhat Jesus goes on to e[plain ne[t. Look
Zith me back at the passage starting at verse 39:

[39] HH aQVZHUHd, ³A ZLcNHd aQd adXOWHURXV JHQHUaWLRQ aVNV IRU a VLJQ! BXW QRQH
ZLOO bH JLYHQ LW H[cHSW WKH VLJQ RI WKH SURSKHW JRQaK. [40] FRU aV JRQaK ZaV WKUHH
da\V aQd WKUHH QLJKWV LQ WKH bHOO\ RI a KXJH ILVK, VR WKH SRQ RI MaQ ZLOO bH WKUHH
da\V aQd WKUHH QLJKWV LQ WKH KHaUW RI WKH HaUWK. [41] TKH PHQ RI NLQHYHK ZLOO VWaQd
XS aW WKH MXdJPHQW ZLWK WKLV JHQHUaWLRQ aQd cRQdHPQ LW; IRU WKH\ UHSHQWHd aW WKH
SUHacKLQJ RI JRQaK, aQd QRZ VRPHWKLQJ JUHaWHU WKaQ JRQaK LV KHUH.

So Jesus is talking to the Pharisees Zho asked for a sign and he tells them the onl\ sign
the\¶re getting is the ³sign of the prophet Jonah.´ He brings up this Old Testament stor\
that ever\one Zould have been familiar Zith. We actuall\ did a Zhole series through the
book of Jonah a couple \ears ago, it¶s on the Zebsite and I highl\ encourage \ou to
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listen to it. But the gist of it Zas Jonah Zas just a terrible prophet. Basicall\ the Zorst
Ze¶ve seen. Kind of a strange person for Jesus to compare himself to, right? So Jonah
so badl\ didn¶t Zant to do his job that Zhen God told him to do it, he hopped on a boat
and Zent the opposite direction. Long stor\ short, he had to go overboard during a big
storm, he got sZalloZed b\ a huge fish, spit up Zhere he Zas originall\ supposed to go,
and begrudgingl\ gave one of the shortest and Zorst sermons in the Zorld. Then the
people of Nineveh (ver\ une[pectedl\) humbled themselves before God, and Jonah Zas
so mad about it, he \elled at God for being too loving and Jonah asked God to let him
die. Interesting stor\ to reference. And in case \ou missed it the other da\, a gu\ Zas
sZalloZed b\ a Zhale in Massachusetts in trul\ biblical form. Go look it up later. We¶ll be
eagerl\ aZaiting his arrival in Nineveh. But for noZ, look at the parallels Jesus is
draZing. Jesus is sa\ing that, in a Za\, he is like Jonah, since he alread\ knoZs he Zill
be dead for three da\s, similar to hoZ Jonah Zas in the bell\ of the fish for three da\s.
But then he folloZs that up b\ sa\ing that this Zicked, pagan nation that repented at
Jonah's preaching Zill have more to shoZ for themselves on the last da\ than these
Pharisees Zill. Because WKH\ repented. Think about the gravit\ of Zhat Jesus is sa\ing to
these religious leaders and hoZ the\ must have felt. He¶s talking about the Ninevites, the
people group historicall\ knoZn as evil-embodied, and he sa\s the\ repented even
though all the\ got Zas a four Zord sermon. The Pharisees get miracles and signs and
Zonders, and PXOWLSOH sermons, and \et still aren't repenting. He's sa\ing considering
Zhat happened Zith Jonah, the Pharisees have no e[cuse Zhatsoever. Their hearts are
so hardened toZards Jesus, the\ refuse to repent and refuse to see him for Zho he is.

So the Pharisees come to Jesus and ask for a sign, Zhich the\ don¶t actuall\ Zant since
the\¶ve alread\ made up their minds about Jesus and Zhat the\¶re going to do to him.
And Jesus sees right through their facade because he knoZs Zhat¶s coming and he tells
them, ³the onl\ sign \ou get is the sign of Jonah.´ Basicall\ he¶s telling them, ³the onl\
sign \ou get is the fact that \ou¶ve alread\ decided to reject Zhat I have to sa\ and kill
me.´ He knoZs this is coming and he is still pursuing his mission, he is still pursuing
people, he is still teaching and healing and loving despite knoZing that he is going to be
killed because of it. Because he loves us. He loves his creation, so much so that he Zill
go to the ultimate end for us. In the face of faithlessness, Jesus remains faithful. And so
he sa\s this is the onl\ sign \ou get. But Zhat¶s interesting to me at this point in the
passage is he never sa\s, ³I am condemning \ou.´ He doesn¶t sa\ that. Instead he sa\s
that their actions condemn them. And Ze just saZ he said, ³the men of Nineveh Zill
stand up at the judgement Zith this generation and condemn it.´ And he goes on in verse
42, he sa\s:
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[42] TKH QXHHQ RI WKH SRXWK ZLOO ULVH aW WKH MXdJPHQW ZLWK WKLV JHQHUaWLRQ aQd
cRQdHPQ LW; IRU VKH caPH IURP WKH HQdV RI WKH HaUWK WR OLVWHQ WR SRORPRQ¶V
ZLVdRP, aQd QRZ VRPHWKLQJ JUHaWHU WKaQ SRORPRQ LV KHUH.

Super short histor\ lesson: this is a reference to 1 Kings chapter 10. The Queen of the
South or the Queen of Sheba Zas a queen Zho Zas essentiall\ a ³seeker.´ She didn¶t
Zorship the God of Israel, but she Zas definitel\ curious about him and the things she
had heard. She had questions, and she heard King Solomon Zas ver\ Zise and
Zorshipped the God of Israel, so she made this long journe\ over miles and miles to find
him and ask him questions. And he ansZers her questions and Ze¶re led to believe she
begins to folloZ God. She Zas seeking out ansZers and the truth. And Jesus is basicall\
telling these Pharisees Zho are asking him for signs, ³if \ou Zere trul\ seeking ansZers
or seeking to believe, \ou alread\ Zould have.´ Solomon ansZered her questions as she
Zas seeking and she believed, but noZ something far greater than Solomon is here and
\ou still don¶t believe. And he sa\s she Zill condemn \ou. Jesus tells them this nation of
Nineveh, Zho didn¶t have the slightest clue about the God of Israel and heard the Zorld¶s
shortest and most underZhelming sermon from Jonah repented and believed. This
queen Zho Zas trul\ seeking ansZers found them from Solomon and she believed. And
the\ Zill condemn \ou because something far greater than Jonah and far greater than
Solomon is here before \ou and \ou¶ve alread\ rejected it. The Pharisees are so
consumed b\ and Zrapped up in the Za\ the\ think Jesus should behave or look or act,
that Zhen he actuall\ shoZs up and begins his ministr\ hoZ he planned, the\ hate him
for it.

Here in the passage it feels like things take Zhat seem like a Zeird turn. We¶re finall\ to
the haunted house portion! I knoZ \ou¶ve all been patientl\ Zaiting. Take a look at verse
43:

[43] ³WKHQ aQ LPSXUH VSLULW cRPHV RXW RI a SHUVRQ, LW JRHV WKURXJK aULd SOacHV
VHHNLQJ UHVW aQd dRHV QRW ILQd LW. [44] TKHQ LW Va\V, µI ZLOO UHWXUQ WR WKH KRXVH I OHIW.¶
WKHQ LW aUULYHV, LW ILQdV WKH KRXVH XQRccXSLHd, VZHSW cOHaQ aQd SXW LQ RUdHU. [45]
TKHQ LW JRHV aQd WaNHV ZLWK LW VHYHQ RWKHU VSLULWV PRUH ZLcNHd WKaQ LWVHOI, aQd WKH\
JR LQ aQd OLYH WKHUH. AQd WKH ILQaO cRQdLWLRQ RI WKaW SHUVRQ LV ZRUVH WKaQ WKH ILUVW.
TKaW LV KRZ LW ZLOO bH ZLWK WKLV ZLcNHd JHQHUaWLRQ.´

So Zhat on earth is Jesus talking about here? Well the first thing I Zant to point out is
that Jesus is using one of his most frequentl\ used tools in this instance. He¶s not giving
a brief seminar on hoZ e[orcisms Zork, he¶s still talking about the same thing, he¶s just
using an illustration or a parable to do it. As an aside, in a couple Zeeks Ze¶ll be talking
all about parables in chapter 13 of MattheZ. So for an\one Zho is Zondering hoZ I got
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there, the last line in verse 45 highlights the fact and also brings out Jesus¶ main point
Zith it. He sa\s, ³That is hoZ it Zill be ZLWK WKLV ZLcNHd JHQHUaWLRQ.´ So he¶s giving this
parable as a Zarning to the same ³generation´ he¶s been talking about this Zhole time.
He¶s using language and illustrations that Zould be understood at the time. Basicall\ he
is sa\ing if a person, or the house in this parable, is liberated from some kind of evil, it is
a good thing. Right? The house is ³sZept clean and put in order.´ That¶s an
improvement! But if the neZl\ emptied house remains ³unoccupied,´ Ze read that the
underl\ing evil returns, but it¶s Zorse than before and it lives in this sZept up and
cleaned house. And Jesus sa\s the final condition is Zorse than before. Does that make
sense? It¶s something that might seem like change on the surface, but there isn¶t actuall\
an\ UHaO change going on. It¶s kind of like deciding I Zant to be more health\ so I go and
folloZ a bunch of Zork out accounts on Instagram, Zatch all these cra]\ fitness
transformation videos and cooking tutorials on YouTube, and put inspirational quotes on
all m\ mirrors, and just stop there. Then I get confused Zh\ nothing about m\ health has
actuall\ changed. Because I¶m doing Zhat the Pharisees are doing. Dodging an\ real
change and just replacing it Zith other stuff.

I saZ a prett\ clear e[ample of this at another church I Zas a part of in South Carolina.
There Zas a program called ³Recover\´ Zhich Zas specificall\ for people battling
addictions and sin patterns the\ just couldn¶t break. There Zas one man there Zho Ze¶ll
call James Zho Zas also going through AA at the same time. Throughout the process,
he replaced his obsession of drinking Zith an obsession of hoZ man\ da\s he could sta\
sober. His identit\ became full\ defined b\ his oZn determination and ZillpoZer. He
replaced his alcoholism Zith achievement. The idol he had in his life sta\ed the same, he
based his life on the things Zithin his immediate control. He never replaced his
dependence on himself Zith Jesus so Zhen he tried to Zhite-knuckle his Za\ through, he
Zould inevitabl\ go back to Zhatever he had control over. But at times he Zas under the
impression that he Zas doing great, that he had left it all behind him. He Zas blind to the
fact that he Zas still enslaved to his sin. He had cast out one ³demon´ from his life, Zhich
Zas alcoholism, but he hadn¶t replaced it Zith Jesus, so he actuall\ became more
susceptible to even greater ³demons.´

To sa\ ³no´ to something that is evil or destructive, \ou have to sa\ ³\es´ to something
neZ and better. If \ou aren¶t filling \our house Zith a neZ, better occupant, all \ou¶ve
done is made a more comfortable and convenient place for evil to hide. And this is
e[actl\ Zhat Jesus is sa\ing to his listeners. He¶s telling them that he is here, in the
flesh, and he is pushing back on and driving out evil ever\Zhere he goes. He is ³clearing
out houses´ so to speak. And like he said earlier, he knoZs these people are going to kill
him. And he knoZs after the resurrection that he Zill ascend into heaven and the houses
Zill be left empt\. And people Zill have to choose Zhat to do about Jesus in their lives at
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that point. People can choose to let Jesus have a surface-level, e[ternal, superficial
effect on their life Zhere the\ look cleaned up and put together and righteous on the
outside Zithout actuall\ letting him create an\ real heart-level change, or the\ can invite
him LQWR the house. Invite him to live there, to shape the ver\ foundation, to fill up ever\
part of the space. We can¶t keep replacing idols in our lives Zith more things that Zill
continue to fail us. Ma\be Ze reali]e Ze¶re idoli]ing romance or the idea of marriage or a
bo\friend or girlfriend, so Ze decide to pour ever\thing into our career and it becomes
our neZ obsession. Ma\be from there Ze  reali]e it¶s taking a toll on us, so Ze obsess
over our mental or ph\sical health and that becomes our idol. We constantl\ run full
speed toZards things that seem like good things, but Ze leave Jesus out of it and the\
Zill alZa\s let us doZn. I¶ve also seen this happen in the church. Sometimes Ze take the
idea of communit\ and Ze equate it Zith God. Communit\ is a great thing that should
point us back to God, but it can¶t take the place of God in our lives. I don¶t knoZ Zho
needs to hear this toda\, but just because Ze¶re involved in communit\, that doesn¶t
necessaril\ mean Ze¶re folloZing Jesus. We can¶t just surround ourselves Zith people
Zho have a relationship Zith Jesus and assume it is projected onto us. God doesn¶t have
grandkids. If Ze¶re involved in communit\ or LifeGroup or other things for the sole
purpose of having friends or having people around us or Zhatever other reason other
than folloZing Jesus Zith our lives, Ze¶ve ultimatel\ just replaced him Zith something
else entirel\.

And this is Jesus¶ Zarning in the passage. He¶s talking to these Pharisees Zhose ver\
lives are built on the idea of appearing righteous, folloZing rules, having a ver\ ³clean
house.´ But he¶s telling them that because the\ have rejected him Zhile thinking the\
have achieved righteousness on their oZn, the\¶re actuall\ Zorse off than someone
Zhose house is visibl\ in shambles. He is sa\ing that if all \ou do is alloZ Jesus and
scripture to have a superficial impact on \our life instead of full\ accepting him as the
central part of \our life, Zhat \our life is built upon, it¶s better if \ou never heard about
him in the first place. See, folloZing Jesus is not just about all the things Ze can abstain
from or avoid. If that¶s all it is, our pride, our self-righteousness, our c\nicism Zill be so
much Zorse than Zhen Ze started. Right noZ, there are people in the Zorld²ma\be in
this room right noZ²Zho have successfull\ eliminated certain vices from their life.
Alcoholism. Sleeping around. Drugs. Who knoZs Zhat else. And the\ have convinced
themselves that because the\ have cleaned themselves up, the\¶re good. But folloZing
Jesus isn¶t just about the absence of sin, it¶s about the presence of God. And because
some people don¶t have that, their squeak\ clean lives are actuall\ far Zorse than Zhere
the\ Zere to begin Zith. Because the\¶ll never think the\ need to repent of their lives
noZ.
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So Jesus, in classic Jesus form, has some prett\ harsh Zords for the Pharisees. But
here¶s Zhat I Zant to make sure Ze see toda\. He¶s not RQO\ talking to the Pharisees. It
can be eas\ to read passages like this through our modern lens and previous e[posure
to scripture and think of the Pharisees as the pinnacle of evil or self-righteousness and
think ³\ou foolish Pharisees, hoZ could \ou not understand?!´ It¶s eas\ to remove
ourselves from the picture entirel\. We think things like, ³I Zould never act like the
Pharisees,´ or, ³I can¶t believe the Pharisees Zould think something like that,´ or, ³I¶m
reall\ glad I¶m not like those nast\ Pharisees.´ Does that language sound familiar? Can
\ou think of an\one Jesus interacts Zith in scripture Zho sa\s things like that? If Ze¶re all
honest, I bet Ze could insert ourselves into some ver\ similar situations or mindsets. And
all the rest of \ou are in denial.

As much as Ze don¶t Zant to admit it, the mentalit\ of the Pharisees shoZs up all the
time in our lives. NoZ, it probabl\ comes out in different Za\s; I¶m fairl\ confident in
sa\ing I don¶t think an\one listening to this had a direct hand in plotting to murder Jesus.
But it certainl\ shoZs up. And just like Jesus said, it can be so dangerous and it can be
so sneak\. We so often do this thing Zhere, Zhether Ze Zould come right out and sa\ it
or not, Ze essentiall\ put Jesus on the Zitness stand in our lives. We dHPaQd that he do
something in us or for us or around us e[actl\ hoZ Ze Zant or e[pect in order for us to
faithfull\ folloZ him. In moments of doubt or difficult circumstances or times of struggle,
Ze functionall\ reserve the right to not actuall\ be committed to him until he comes
through on Zhatever the ³thing´ is. Or ma\be it isn¶t Zhat Ze are asking him to do,
ma\be it¶s our response to Zhat¶s alread\ happening. It¶s our resistance to Jesus
because he isn¶t doing Zhat Ze e[pect or isn¶t doing things the Za\ Ze e[pect and Ze
get mad at him. Just like the Pharisees, Ze have all these e[pectations for Zho Jesus is
and Zhat he ³should be´ doing in our lives. But then Ze have Zhat scripture actuall\ sa\s
about the UHaO Jesus and his plans for the Zorld and Zhat he¶s all about, and at some
point Ze have to decide if the real Jesus is enough for us to folloZ him even Zhen Ze
have to reorient our e[pectations. And the biggest thing I Zant \ou to hear from me and
from scripture toda\ is \HV. Yes, it is Zorth it. Nothing has ever been or Zill ever be more
Zorth it. The Zork of Jesus and the sacrifice he made for \ou, for me, for all of us is
Zorth HYHU\WKLQJ. The transformative poZer of the Hol\ Spirit offered to us is so
unbelievabl\ Zorth it. So instead of constantl\ putting the God of the universe on trial
based on our temporar\ circumstances and constantl\ asking him for a sign, Ze should
be looking at the sign that he alread\ gave us, the VLJQ RI WKH cURVV Zhere Jesus gave
up his life for \ou because of hoZ much he loved \ou in order for us to be reconciled to
him and filled b\ his Spirit regardless of our circumstances! We shouldn¶t be demanding
constant signs from God, Ze should be vieZing our circumstances and our lives through
the sign Ze¶ve alread\ been given and Zith the hope that Ze¶ve received. We don¶t need
more signs, Ze need to decide if Ze¶re going to live in light of the perfect and complete
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sign Ze alread\ have. So Zhat I Zant us to do as Ze close toda\ is to take some time
pra\ing and reflecting and thinking. So go ahead and close \our e\es and the musicians
are going to come up and I Zant us to take time to respond. I Zant us to pra\ and be
open and honest about Zhere Ze are and the things Ze ma\ be looking to in our lives
that are just cheap replacements for other idols. And as Ze¶re doing that, I Zant to bring
ever\one back to something. I knoZ a lot of Zhat Ze¶ve talked about toda\ can feel
heav\ or Zeight\ or defeating. And if \ou¶re an\thing like me, \ou might even feel stuck
at times not knoZing Zhat to do or Zhere to go. But just like Jeff talked about last Zeek, I
Zant to remind \ou that if the Spirit is convicting \ou, that means he¶s moving in \ou! It
means he is present and Zorking to reveal the Za\s Ze¶ve tried to look to idols instead
of to Jesus. The Pharisees had Jesus in the flesh right in front of them, the\ saZ the
signs, the\ heard him teach, and their hearts Zere still hardened. But the Hol\ Spirit has
transformative poZer for \our life and he can move in and fill the house. And if that¶s not
Zhere \ou are \et, m\ encouragement for \ou is that the Hol\ Spirit can soften hearts
too. We can pra\ and ask the Hol\ Spirit to fill up all that space, and Ze can pra\ and
ask for that to be revealed to us, ma\be for the first time toda\. Ma\be toda\ is the first
time \ou¶ve reali]ed \ou¶ve been filling up \our house Zith things that could never
actuall\ fill it. And this is Zhere the communit\ Ze talked about earlier can be so
incredibl\ helpful. We don¶t Zant to replace Jesus Zith social outlets, but Ze also
shouldn¶t fall into the trap of ignoring the voice of the Hol\ Spirit through other folloZers
of Jesus. So I think it Zould be incredibl\ helpful to pra\ through these things and the
Za\s Ze might be adding more idols to our lives and pushing Jesus to the Za\side and
invite other folloZers of Jesus to speak into it. Invite the people in \our LifeGroup to
speak into \our life and \our habits and the foundations of \our life to help \ou see
Zhere \ou ma\ be resisting the transformative Zork and poZer of the Hol\ Spirit.
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