
Familyfied by Discipleship (12:46-50)
GRRd WR Vee \RX gX\V WhiV mRUning. If \RX haYe a bible, WXUn ZiWh me WR MaWWheZ 12. If I
haYen¶W meW \RX befRUe, m\ name iV KenW, and I¶m Rne Rf Whe SaVWRUV heUe. I miVVed \RX
gX\V a lRW Whe SaVW WZR SXnda\V±m\ famil\ and I ZenW Rn YacaWiRn WR Whe beach and had
a gUeaW Wime. We haYe a fiYe \eaU Rld and a WZR \eaU Rld, VR iW ZaVn¶W restful, bXW iW ZaV
fun. TheUe ZeUen¶W an\ boring mRmenWV, Ze¶ll SXW iW WhaW Za\. SR Rn Whe Za\ back fURm
Whe beach, Ze dURSSed RXU kidV Rff ZiWh m\ SaUenWV (GUandSaUenW camS) and came back
WR KnR[Yille kidleVV fRU Whe Zeek, and WhaW¶V Zhen Ana and I VWaUWed our YacaWiRn. BXW all
Rf iW ZaV gUeaW.

BXW I¶m e[ciWed WR be back heUe ZiWh \RX WhiV Zeek cRnWinXing in RXU MaWWheZ Weaching
VeUieV. If \RX¶Ue heUe fRU Whe fiUVW Wime WhiV mRUning, Ze¶Ye been ZRUking RXU Za\ WhURXgh
Whe gRVSel Rf MaWWheZ, Ueall\, Vince laVW AXgXVW Rn and Rff. And UighW nRZ, Ze¶Ue in a
VecWiRn Rf Whe bRRk WhaW Ueall\ fRcXVeV in Rn SeRSle¶V YaUiRXV responses WR JeVXV and hiV
miniVWU\. When JeVXV VhRZV XS Rn Whe Vcene and VWaUWV Walking abRXW hRZ life ZRUkV in
ZhaW he callV Whe kingdRm Rf GRd, SeRSle UeVSRnd in all VRUWV Rf Za\V WR WhaW.

And VR faU, Ze¶Ye mainl\ been lRRking aW negative (RU aW leaVW VXb-SaU) UeVSRnVeV. We¶Ye
lRRked aW SeRSle WhaW VWUXggle WR belieYe in ZhR JeVXV iV, SeRSle ZhR UeVSRnd b\
UejecWing JeVXV RU eYen RXWUighW opposing him in a YaUieW\ Rf diffeUenW Za\V. BXW today,
Ze¶ll VhifW geaUV bUiefl\ and acWXall\ geW a glimSVe aW Whe right UeVSRnVe WR JeVXV and hiV
meVVage. In WhiV SaVVage, JeVXV la\V RXW fRU XV ZhaW iW lRRkV like WR UeVSRnd correctly WR
hiV kingdRm, and ZhaW Whe imSlicaWiRnV aUe Rf dRing VR. WhaW dReV iW lRRk like WR receive
Whe kingdRm Rf GRd, and ZhaW haSSenV Zhen Ze dR WhaW? ThaW¶V ZhaW WRda\ iV abRXW.

And Whe gRRd neZV iV WhaW iW¶V UelaWiYel\ simple. If \RX¶Ye been ZiWh XV fRU mXch Rf WhiV
VeUieV, \RX knRZ Ze¶Ye been cRYeUing laUgeU chXnkV Rf YeUVeV each Zeek. TRda\ Ze¶Ue
cRYeUing fiYe YeUVeV and fiYe YeUVeV Rnl\. And in WhRVe fiYe YeUVeV aUe Ueall\ jXVW Rne big
idea. BXW WhaW Rne idea cRnWainV VRme SUeWW\ gURXndbUeaking, SaUadigm-VhifWing VRUW Rf
VWXff. SR leW¶V dig in WRgeWheU and Vee ZhaW Ze can leaUn.

Pick iW XS ZiWh me in chaSWeU 12, Y. 46:

[46] While Jesus was still talking to the crowd, his moWheU and bUoWheUV stood
outside, wanting to speak to him. [47] Someone told him, ³Your mother and
brothers are standing outside, wanting to speak to you.´
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SR JeVXV¶ famil\±namel\ hiV mRWheU and bURWheUV±VhRZ XS and ZanW WR talk WR JeVXV
abRXW VRmeWhing, VR Whe\ Vend VRmeRne in WR gR and leW him knRZ. NRZ, in Whe YeUViRn
Rf WhiV Vame SaVVage Ze find in Whe gRVSel Rf Mark, Ze geW a liWWle addiWiRnal detail abRXW
why WhiV haSSenV. IW WellV XV Whe UeaVRn JeVXV¶ mRm and bURWheUV cRme WR Walk WR him iV
becaXVe aW WhiV SRinW in Whe VWRU\, Whe\ Whink he¶V RXW Rf hiV mind. ThaW¶V a diUecW TXRWe1

fURm MaUk. JeVXV iV Va\ing all kindV Rf WhingV, WUaYeling fURm WRZn WR WRZn±bXW SeUhaSV
mRVW VignificanWl\ if \RX UemembeU Whe SaVW WZR SXnda\V, he iV nRZ diUecWl\ challenging
Whe UeligiRXV eVWabliVhmenW. Sa\ing WhingV like Whe\ dRn¶W knRZ hRZ WR heaU fURm GRd RU
Zalk in UelaWiRnVhiS ZiWh GRd. In an ancienW hRnRU/Vhame VRcieW\ like WhiV Rne, WhaW iV
cra]y talk. And iW¶V likel\ bUinging all kindV Rf diVhRnRU and diVUeSXWe Rn JeVXV¶ RZn
family. SR Whe\ cRme WR Walk WR him becaXVe Whe\ Whink he¶V Rff hiV URckeU.

And if Whe\ WhRXghW he ZaV cUa]\ already, I ZRndeU ZhaW Whe\ WhRXghW abRXW hiV UeVSRnVe
WR Whem. LRRk ZiWh me aW Y. 48:

[48] He replied to him, ³Who is my mother, and who are my brothers?´ NRZ \RX¶Ye
gRW WR Whink WhiV iV an aZkZaUd mRmenW fRU Whe gX\ ZhR WRld him hiV famil\ ZaV
WheUe. Like if \RX¶Ue him, \RX¶Ue gRing ³dReV JeVXV ZanW me WR explain the concept
Rf biRlRgical famil\ WR him? SXUel\ WhaW can¶W be m\ jRb. BXW WhankfXll\, JeVXV VaYeV
him±Y. 49: [49] Pointing to his diVcipleV, he said, ³HeUe (right here, around me)
are my mother and my brothers. [50] For ZhoeYeU doeV Whe Zill of m\ FaWheU in
heaYen is my brother and sister and mother.´

SR JeVXV WXUnV WhiV inWeUUXSWiRn fURm hiV famil\ inWR a Weaching RSSRUWXniW\. He Va\V WhaW
he cRnVideUV eYeU\Rne ZhR ³dReV Whe Zill Rf [GRd],´ WR be hiV family. So the “right
response´ that we alluded to earlier±the proper way to respond to the in-breaking
kingdom of God–is to “do the Zill´ of God. ThaW¶V iW. ThaW¶V Whe ZhRle Whing. And by
WhaW, ZhaW he meanV iV aligning our life ZiWh Whe WhingV clearly taught in Whe ScUiSWXUeV.
He¶V Walking abRXW XVing RXU money and resources like Whe ScUiSWXUeV Weach XV WR XVe RXU
mRne\ and UeVRXUceV. He¶V Walking abRXW aSSURaching Ve[ and Ve[XaliW\ like Whe
ScUiSWXUeV Weach XV WR. He¶V Walking abRXW gRing abRXW UelaWiRnVhiSV and fUiendVhiSV Whe
Za\ Whe ScUiSWXUeV Weach XV WR. In a word, he¶s simply talking about diVcipleVhip to
Jesus. ³DRing Whe Zill´ Rf GRd iV abRXW RUdeUing RXU liYeV aURXnd JeVXV and Whe Za\ he
Va\V WR dR life.

1 See MaUk 3:21, and When 31-35.
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And JeVXV Va\V WhaW if you respond in WhaW VRUW Rf Za\, \RX aUe hiV family. Doing things
God¶s Za\, means you are God¶s famil\. NRZ, jXVW fRU claUiW\, Zhen he Va\V WhaW, he
dReVn¶W jXVW mean ³I¶m clRVeU WR WheVe SeRSle Whan I am WR RWheU SeRSle.´ ThaW mighW be
hRZ Ze aUe WemSWed WR Uead iW. AfWeU all, WhaW¶V ZhaW we ZRXld mean b\ WhaW langXage.
We all Whe Wime Va\ WhaW VRmebRd\ iV ³like famil\´ RU ³like a bURWheU RU ViVWeU´ WR XV. And
ZhaW Ze geneUall\ mean iV ³I¶m Ueall\ clRVe ZiWh WhaW SeUVRn. I¶m clRVeU ZiWh Whem Whan I
am ZiWh RWheU SeRSle.´

BXW in Whe VRcieW\ JeVXV e[iVWed in, \RX didn¶W Walk like WhaW, Ueall\ ever. The Rnl\ SeRSle
\RX Vaid ZeUe ³like famil\´ WR \RX ZeUe...your family. YRXU biRlRgical famil\ membeUV
ZeUe Whe closest relationships you had, and nR RWheU UelaWiRnVhiS ZaV Rn SaU RU eYen
comparable WR WhaW. We knRZ fURm hiVWRU\ WhaW man\ SeRSle When ZeUe clRVeU WR WheiU
mRWheU, faWheU, and ViblingV Whan Whe\ ZeUe WR WheiU RZn spouse. So for Jesus to say
that these people were not only like his family, but ZeUe his family, would have
created anything from shock to outright offense from the first century ears that
heard it. BXW JeVXV Va\V iW jXVW Whe Vame.

And in Whe UeVW Rf Whe NeZ TeVWamenW, Whe biblical aXWhRUV Wake WhiV langXage fURm JeVXV
and UXn ZiWh iW. ThiV idea Rf fRllRZeUV Rf JeVXV being famil\ iV all over Whe UeVW Rf Whe
bible. The most common ZRUd XVed in Whe bible WR UefeU WR fRllRZeUV Rf JeVXV iVn¶W Whe
ZRUd ³ChUiVWian,´ RU eYen Whe ZRUd ³diVciSle.´ IW¶V Whe GUeek ZRUd adelphoi, WUanVlaWed inWR
EngliVh aV ³bURWheUV and ViVWeUV.´ SR evidently, when we talk about what it means to
follow Jesus, we are necessarily talking about belonging to God¶s family.

One bible cRmmenWaWRU acWXall\ SRinWed RXW WhaW Ze aV ChUiVWianV haYe all kindV Rf
WheRlRgical ZRUdV WR Walk abRXW Whe individual aVSecW Rf becRming a ChUiVWian: Ze aUe
³VaYed,´ Ze aUe ³jXVWified,´ Ze aUe ³VancWified,´ Ze aUe ³Uedeemed.´ BXW he Vaid Ze dRn¶W
Ueall\ haYe any ZRUdV WR Walk abRXW Whe interpersonal aVSecW Rf iW. And in Whe bible, WhaW
SaUW iV just as imSRUWanW. SR WhiV mRUning, I ZRXld like WR SURSRVe WhaW Ze add a ZRUd WR
RXU WheRlRgical YRcabXlaU\±\RX Uead\? HencefRUWh and fRUeYeUmRUe, Zhen Ze fRllRZ
JeVXV, Ze aUe alVR ³famil\fied.´ We aUe made inWR a family b\ RXU diVciSleVhiS WR JeVXV.
Familyfied. I Ueall\ Whink iW¶V gRnna caWch Rn, \RX gX\V±if VRmebRd\ haV a cRnnecWiRn WR
Whe MiUiam-WebVWeU dicWiRnaU\, leW me knRZ. I Whink Ze cRXld make VRmeWhing haSSen.

BXW WhaW Vaid, Ze do Vee haYe WhiV idea Rf famil\ bXilW-in WR one Rf Whe SUimaU\ meWaShRUV
fRU becRming a fRllRZeU Rf JeVXV, and WhaW¶V Whe meWaShRU Rf adoption. ESheVianV,
RRmanV, GalaWianV, and SlenW\ Rf RWheU SlaceV deVcUibe becRming a ChUiVWian aV XV
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being adopted b\ GRd Whe FaWheU. And Zhen Ze geW GRd aV RXU Father, Ze alVR gain a
bXnch Rf neZ bURWheUV and ViVWeUV. ThaW¶V hRZ a famil\ ZRUkV.

And inversely, Ze dRn¶W geW WR claim GRd aV RXU FaWheU and not claim RWheU fRllRZeUV Rf
JeVXV aV RXU bURWheUV and ViVWeUV. ThaW¶V jXVW nRW hRZ iW ZRUkV. And yet, WhaW¶V ZhaW man\
ChUiVWianV±eVSeciall\ heUe in AmeUica±haYe aWWemSWed WR dR, aW leaVW fXncWiRnall\. We
Va\ WhingV like ³\eah, I lRYe JeVXV±I¶m jXVW nRW big Rn Whe ChXUch. M\ UelaWiRnVhiS iV
Ueall\ jXVW beWZeen me and GRd±I dRn¶W Ueall\ SaUWiciSaWe in Whe ZhRle cRmmXnal,
inVWiWXWiRnal Church Whing.´ BXW WhaW lRgic makeV ]ero VenVe fURm a biblical SeUVSecWiYe.
TR SXW iW aV diUecWl\ aV I knRZ hRZ WR SXW iW: there is no category in the bible for a
follower of Jesus who is not in deep relationship with other followers of Jesus.
³OccaViRnal chXUch aWWendeU´ iV nRW a caWegRU\ in Whe bible. ³Regular chXUch aWWendeU´ iV
nRW a caWegRU\ in Whe bible. In the bible, you have followers of Jesus who actively
belong to a church family, and then you have non-Christians.

And m\ cRnceUn iV WhaW man\ SeRSle, eVSeciall\ heUe in Whe Bible BelW, haYe WUied WR
cUeaWe a neZ caWegRU\ Rf ChUiVWian WhaW iV nRZheUe WR be fRXnd in Whe ScUiSWXUeV. We¶Ye
cUeaWed a VXbVeW Rf ChUiVWianiW\ ZheUe \RX aWWend chXUch Rn Whe ZeekendV, \RX geW \RXU
VSiUiWXal VhRW in Whe aUm fURm Whe VeUmRn RU Whe mXVic RU ZhaWeYeU±and When \RX gR
abRXW Whe RWheU Vi[ da\V Rf \RXU Zeek ZiWh liWWle WR nR inWeUacWiRn ZiWh Whe RWheU fRllRZeUV
Rf JeVXV ZhR aUe a SaUW Rf WhaW chXUch. And Ze¶Ye WUied WR cRnYince RXUVelYeV WhaW WhaW iV
a faiWhfXl Za\ WR fRllRZ JeVXV. The SURblem iV WhaW iW isn¶t. If \RX ZeUe WR Wake WhaW
aSSURach WR chXUch and WU\ WR find iW in Whe SageV Rf Whe NeZ TeVWamenW, \RX ZRXldn¶W be
able WR. In facW, iW ZRXld lRRk a lRW mRUe like a nRn-ChUiVWian Whan iW ZRXld a fRllRZeU Rf
JeVXV. BecaXVe in Jesus¶ teaching and in all of the New Testament, to belong to
Jesus is to be a part of his family.

NRZ, befRUe Ze mRYe Rn, I dR jXVW ZanW WR acknRZledge bUiefl\ heUe WhaW ³famil\´ ma\ be
a difficXlW meWaShRU fRU TXiWe a feZ Rf XV in WhiV URRm. QXiWe a feZ Rf XV, Zhen Ze heaU
Whe ZRUd ³famil\,´ iW¶V nRW pleasant memRUieV RU ideaV WhaW cRme WR mind. IW¶V SainfXl RneV.
And aW VRme SRinW in Whe fXWXUe, I ZanW XV WR dR an enWiUe Weaching RU VeUieV Rn RXU
familieV Rf RUigin and hRZ WR SURceVV and deal ZiWh and heal fURm hXUW WhaW ma\ haYe
RccXUUed WheUe. And I¶m nRW gRing WR gR inWR deWail Rn all Rf WhaW WRda\.

BXW I Zill Va\ WhiV: often, the reason those experiences can be so painful is because
they are examples of our family being the exact oppoViWe of what a family was
meanW to be. InVWead Rf \RXU famil\ being a Slace Rf VafeW\ and healing and cRmfRUW and
gUace, iW VRmehRZ became a Slace Rf dangeU and hXUW and SUeVVXUe and cRndemnaWiRn.
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SR aV Ze ZUeVWle WhURXgh Whe WeachingV Rf JeVXV WhiV mRUning, if WhaW¶V \RX, I ZRXld jXVW
Slead ZiWh \RX WR Vee WhaW the problem at its core is not actually the concepW of
family. The SURblem iV expressions Rf famil\ WhaW aUe Whe RSSRViWe Rf ZhaW iW ZaV meanW
WR be. And in actuality, if that¶s you, \oX might understand even better the
neceVViW\ of a good, loving family–because you know the pain resulting from its
abVence. DReV WhaW make VenVe?

Oka\, WhaW Vaid, heUe¶V ZhaW I ZanW WR dR. FRU Whe UeVW Rf RXU Wime WRgeWheU WhiV mRUning, I
ZanW WR WU\ WR dUill all WhiV dRZn inWR VRme SUacWicalV and VSecificV aV mXch aV I SRVVibl\
can. We¶Ye gRW WhiV RYeUaUching concept±WhaW belRnging WR JeVXV meanV belRnging WR
GRd¶V famil\±bXW I ZanW WR Walk abRXW ZhaW VRme handV-leYel implications Rf WhaW aUe.
WhaW dReV iW mean, When, WR function±WR operate aV GRd¶V famil\? I Whink Ze can Va\ WhaW
iW aW leaVW meanV WhUee WhingV. FiUVW, being famil\ meanV«

Committing to being together
If Ze aUe gRing WR embRd\ life WRgeWheU aV GRd¶V famil\, Ze¶Ue gRing WR haYe WR cRmmiW WR
being Sh\Vicall\ SUeVenW ZiWh each RWheU Rn a UegXlaU baViV. FRU inVWance, Wake a lRRk aW
WhiV glimSVe Ze geW Rf Whe eaUl\ ChXUch in AcWV 2:44-47:

All the believers ZeUe WogeWheU and had eYeU\Whing in common. They sold
property and possessions to give to anyone who had need. EYeU\ da\ (how
many days? EYeU\ day) Whe\ conWinXed Wo meeW WogeWheU in the temple courts.
They broke bread in their homes and aWe WogeWheU with glad and sincere hearts,
praising God and enjoying the favor of all the people. And the Lord added to their
number daily those who were being saved.

Did \RX caWch hRZ man\ WimeV Whe ZRUd ³WRgeWheU´ ZaV XVed in WhaW SaVVage? The\ meW
WRgeWheU, Whe\ aWe WRgeWheU, Whe\ had eYeU\Whing in common. I lRYe WhaW in Whe fiUVW YeUVe iW
jXVW Va\V ³Whe\ were WRgeWheU.´ In RWheU ZRUdV, Zhen SeRSle WhRXghW abRXW Whe eaUlieVW
fRllRZeUV Rf JeVXV, Whe\ WhRXghW ³Rh \eah±WhRVe aUe WhRVe SeRSle WhaW aUe together a lRW.´
IW alVR Va\V WhaW Whe eaUl\ ChXUch ZaV WRgeWheU, Rne Za\ RU anRWheU, every single day.
NRZ, I¶m nRW gRnna ViW heUe and UeTXiUe WhaW all Rf XV Vee each RWheU eYeU\ da\±I Ueali]e
WhaW mighW be neaU imSRVVible, and WheUe aUe SURbabl\ VRme cXlWXUal UeaVRnV WhaW WhaW
ZaV a liWWle more SRVVible back When Whan iW iV nRZ.

BXW heUe¶V ZhaW I will Va\. If, aW a baUe minimXm, we can¶t make it a pUioUiW\ to have
quality time with other followers of Jesus once a Zeek outside of WhiV time, there¶s
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just no way for you to embody what Jesus has in mind for his people. If RXU
aSSURach WR being aURXnd RXU LifeGURXS, fRU inVWance, iV ³\eah, I¶ll be WheUe aV lRng aV
WheUe¶V nRW VRmeWhing elVe haSSening I¶d UaWheU dR,´ WhaW¶V jXVW nRW gRing WR ZRUk. If RXU
mindVeW iV ³\eah, I¶ll hang RXW ZiWh Whem if Whe\¶Ue dRing VRmeWhing fun,´ WhaW ZRn¶W ZRUk.
RemembeU: iW¶V abRXW Whe ZhR, nRW Whe ZhaW. If RXU mindVeW iV ³\eah, I¶ll be WheUe aV lRng
aV iW haVn¶W been a VWUeVVfXl Zeek fRU me VR faU,´ WhaW ZRn¶W ZRUk eiWheU. I dRn¶W knRZ
abRXW \RX gX\V, bXW I¶Ye gRW WZR kidV and bRWh me and m\ Zife ZRUk RXWVide Whe hRme. If
I Rnl\ ZenW WR LifeGURXS Zhen m\ Zeek ZaVn¶W VWUeVVfXl, I ZRXld be aW LifeGURXS like
Rnce a year, tops. For us to be the famil\ God has called us to be, our commitment
to one another is going to have to be a little stronger than just “yeah, if I feel like
it.´

BXW I dR ZanW WR make VXUe \RX Vee why WhaW iV. ThaW¶V Whe what, heUe¶V Whe why:
relational inWimac\ in a relationship is almost always proportional to the level of
commiWmenW in a relationship. If \RX ZanW UelaWiRnal intimacy out Rf a fUiendVhiS, \RX
haYe WR SXW a ceUWain leYel Rf commitment into WhaW fUiendVhiS. IW¶V Ueall\ eaV\ WR Vee WhiV
ZiWhin a marriage: if \RX gRW maUUied, and \RX Vaid WR \RXU VSRXVe, ³he\, I¶d Ueall\ lRYe WR
dR WhiV ZhRle maUUiage Whing ZiWh \RX. I¶d like WR be Ueall\ close WR \RX UelaWiRnall\. BXW I¶d
alVR like WR keeS m\ RSWiRnV RSen in caVe VRmeRne beWWeU cRmeV alRng. SR leW¶V haYe a
µfRU nRZ¶ kind Rf maUUiage.´ WhaW dR \RX Whink ZRXld haSSen WR Whe leYel Rf intimacy in
\RXU maUUiage aV a UeVXlW Rf WhaW mindVeW? NRW gUeaW WhingV, UighW? And WhaW¶V becaXVe
the level of inWimac\ of a relationship is directly proportional to the level of
commiWmenW in a relationship. If \RX ZanW meaningfXlneVV out, \RX haYe WR SXW VRme
cRmmiWmenW in.

SR Zhen iW cRmeV WR community, if \RX ZanW WR mainWain a YeU\ lRRVe leYel Rf
cRmmiWmenW WR RWheU fRllRZeUV Rf JeVXV, and jXVW be aURXnd Whem Zhen \RX feel like iW RU
Zhen \RX dRn¶W haYe VRmeWhing elVe beWWeU WR dR RU Zhen \RX¶Ue nRW VWUeVVed RXW, \RX
can WRWall\ dR WhaW. BXW aV a faiU ZaUning, WhaW iV gRing WR negaWiYel\ imSacW Whe
meaningfulness Rf WhRVe UelaWiRnVhiSV. You can¶t treat people in your life as if they¶re
expendable, and then expect to experience meaningful friendship with them. BXW if
Ze can SXW cRmmiWmenW into RXU UelaWiRnVhiSV and fUiendVhiSV, Ze Zill geW meaningful
UelaWiRnVhiSV and fUiendVhiSV out. NRW inVWanWl\, bXW eYenWXall\, RYeU Wime, aV Ze SeUViVW in
WhRVe UelaWiRnVhiSV. And WhaW lRRkV like cRmmiWWing WR being together. DReV WhaW make
VenVe WR eYeU\bRd\? Oka\, Whe ne[W WZR Zill be VhRUWeU. SecRnd, being famil\ lRRkV like«
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Having Healthy Expectations for Each Other
If Ze aUe gRing WR cRnWinXe becRming Whe W\Se Rf famil\ GRd haV called XV WR be, Ze aUe
gRing WR need WR haYe healWh\ expectations Rf RXU cRmmXniW\. And VRmeWimeV WhaW¶V
WRXgh. BecaXVe a lot of us have a tendency to ideali]e human relationships. One Rf
Whe eaVieVW Za\V WR Vee WhiV iV Zhen iW cRmeV WR RXU SeUVSecWiYe Rn romantic
UelaWiRnVhiSV. A lRW Rf SeRSle functionally believe WhaW finding Whe SeUfecW SeUVRn WR maUU\
Zill meeW all Rf RXU UelaWiRnal needV and Zill make XV SeUmanenWl\ haSS\ aV a UeVXlW. And
When, fRU WhRVe Rf XV ZhR get maUUied, Ze find RXW faiUl\ TXickl\, ³Rh ZaiW±WhaW¶V nRW
e[acWl\ ZhaW WhiV iV.´ (SRme Rf XV Ueali]e iW a lRW TXickeU Whan RWheUV, bXW Ze all eYenWXall\
Ueali]e iW.) MaUUiage iV great in a lRW Rf Za\V, bXW iW¶V nRW that. And VR Zhen WhRVe
e[SecWaWiRnV aUen¶W meW, Ze eiWheU becRme diVillXViRned, RU biWWeU, RU we end up crushing
our spouse XndeU Whe ZeighW Rf RXU e[SecWaWiRnV. BecaXVe nRbRd\ can liYe XS WR WhRVe
idealV SeUfecWl\.

NRZ, \RX ma\ neYeU haYe WhRXghW abRXW iW WhiV Za\, bXW sometimes we have a VimilaU
tendency when it comes to our spiritual commXniW\±Zhen iW cRmeV WR UelaWiRnVhiSV
ZiWh RWheU fRllRZeUV Rf JeVXV. We ZanW WR cRnnecW ZiWh RWheUV effRUWleVVl\, Ze ZanW Whem
WR SXVh XV and challenge XV bXW nRW SXVh XV too hard RU challenge XV too much. We
ZanW Whem WR Ueach RXW WR XV aW jXVW Whe UighW WimeV and in jXVW Whe UighW Za\V, bXW nRW la\
an\ e[SecWaWiRnV Rn us in UeWXUn. If Ze¶Ue hRneVW, Ze ZanW Whem WR meeW all Rf RXU
VSiUiWXal and UelaWiRnal needV, ZhaWeYeU WhRVe ma\ be. And if Ze¶Ue nRW caUefXl, Ze can
begin WR cUXVh RXU community ZiWh those expectations WRR. A gX\ \RX mighW¶Ye heaUd Rf
named DieWUich BRnhReffeU SXWV iW WhiV Za\ in hiV e[cellenW bRRk Life Together:

Every hXman ZiVh dUeam that is injected into the Christian community is a
hindUance to genuine community and mXVW be baniVhed if genXine commXniW\
is to survive. He who loves his dUeam of a community moUe Whan Whe ChUiVWian
commXniW\ iWVelf becomes a deVWUo\eU of Whe laWWeU...

ThaW TXRWe geWV me eYeU\ Wime. BecaXVe I do WhaW. I Whink a lRW Rf XV dR. We ZanW RXU
ChUiVWian cRmmXniW\ WR be WhiV SeUfecW Whing WhaW meeWV all Rf RXU needV and all Rf RXU
e[SecWaWiRnV. And RfWen, Zhen iW isn¶t WhaW, if Ze¶Ue nRW caUefXl, Ze gURZ biWWeU and
fUXVWUaWed WRZaUdV iW aV a UeVXlW. And VRmeWimeV, Ze leW WhaW biWWeUneVV and fUXVWUaWiRn gR
Xnchecked and iW endV XS deVWUR\ing Whe cRmmXniW\ Ze¶Ue aSaUW Rf, becaXVe eYeU\Rne
liYeV in feaU Rf nRW meeWing RXU e[SecWaWiRnV. SR ZhaW BRnhReffeU iV Va\ing iV WhaW if you
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want the community around you to WhUiYe, you have to get just as good at loving
the commXniW\, as you are at loving the ideal of community you have in your head.

In RWheU ZRUdV, we need healWh\ e[pecWaWionV of our community. The SeRSle in \RXU
cRmmXniW\ aUe VinfXl & flaZed SeRSle (jXVW like \RX aUe), ZhR deVSeUaWel\ need Whe gUace
& fRUgiYeneVV Rf JeVXV (jXVW like \RX dR), and Zill SURbabl\ dR a YeU\ imperfect jRb aW
lRYing SeRSle (again, jXVW like \RX dR). SR if \RX gR inWR a cRmmXniW\ e[SecWing Whem WR
dR SeUfecWl\ ZhaW nR Rne haV eYeU been able WR dR SeUfecWl\, WhaW¶V nRW gRnna gR mXch Rf
an\ZheUe. Instead, we should go into a community expecting them to be imperfect
people who are learning and growing just like we are.

They very well ma\ forget to call or text when they said they would call or text.
They very well ma\ say something that is insensitive to you. They might do
something that is unintentionally hurtful to you. BXW liVWen: if Ze XndeUVWand
ourselves cRUUecWl\, Ze XndeUVWand WhaW we aUe caSable Rf all the same VhRUWcRmingV
they aUe, and GRd haV gUace and cRmSaVViRn fRU us. SR Zh\ ZRXld Ze nRW VhRZ WhaW
Vame gUace and cRmSaVViRn WRZaUdV Whem? If we can manage to do that, we¶ll find
that over time, our community becomeV what it should be, and what it can be. BXW
iW haV WR VWaUW ZiWh healWh\ expectations Zhen iW cRmeV WR RXU cRmmXniW\. Finall\, being
famil\ lRRkV like«

Navigating Conflict Well Together
HeUe¶V Whe UealiW\: Zhen \RX VWaUW WR VSend laUge, fUeTXenW amRXnWV Rf Wime ZiWh
VRmeRne, \RX aUe going WR e[SeUience conflict ZiWh Whem. IW¶V jXVW gRing WR haSSen. Think
back WR Whe family meWaShRU: haV an\bRd\ eYeU e[SeUienced conflict ZiWh WheiU family?
An\bRd\ eYeU haYe a fighW ZiWh \RXU siblings? Ma\be jXVW Rnce RU WZice in \RXU life?
Ma\be Rnce RU WZice a day? Yeah. Oka\, Zh\ iV WhaW? Well SURbabl\, iW¶V becaXVe Rf hRZ
well \RX know Whem. HRZ mXch time \RX¶Ye VSenW aURXnd Whem. TheUe¶V history WheUe.
TheUe¶V annR\anceV and idiRV\ncUaVieV. And WheUe¶V jXVW mRUe RSSRUWXniWieV WR geW
annR\ed ZiWh each RWheU, becaXVe \RX¶Ue aURXnd each RWheU mRUe. And WhaW¶V XVXall\
hRZ iW ZRUkV: as a general rule, the more time you spend around someone, the
more conflict is going to happen.

SR, in lighW Rf WhaW, dR \RX Whink if we aUe WUXl\ VhaUing life WRgeWheU aV a chXUch famil\, Ze
mighW RccaViRnall\ haYe VRme cRnflicW WR ZRUk WhURXgh? I ZRXld think VR, UighW? SR Ze
Va\ WhiV a lot aURXnd CiW\ ChXUch, and VRme Rf \RX aUe SURbabl\ WiUed Rf XV Va\ing iW b\
nRZ. BXW Ze¶Ue gRnna keep Va\ing iW XnWil iW VWRSV being VXUSUiVing WR XV: the mark of a
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healthy church is not the abVence of conflict. IW¶V nRW. In facW, you show me a church
that never experiences conflict with each other, and I will show you a church
where no one knoZV each other very well. If Ze eYeU stop e[SeUiencing cRnflicW aW CiW\
ChXUch, that¶s Zhen I Zill be YeU\ ZRUUied. BecaXVe WhaW meanV Ze¶Ue nRW WUXl\ VhaUing
life ZiWh each RWheU.

And I Va\ WhiV becaXVe VR man\ SeRSle cRme aURXnd a chXUch, and aW Whe fiUVW hinW Rf
an\ cRnflicW RU WenViRn beWZeen Whem and VRmeRne elVe in Whe chXUch, Whe\ panic. The\
gR ³Rh nR±WhiV mXVW nRW be ZheUe Ze¶Ue VXSSRVed WR be.´ And Whe\ TXieWl\ fade Rff inWR
Whe backgURXnd, RU leaYe and gR WR anRWheU chXUch. And Whe deYaVWaWing Whing abRXW WhaW
iV WhaW ZRUking WhURXgh cRnflicW iV Rne Rf Whe SUimaU\ means GRd XVeV WR gURZ XV. One Rf
m\ faYRUiWe TXRWeV iV b\ a gX\ named JRVeSh HelleUman, ZhR ZURWe a fanWaVWic bRRk
called When the Church Was a Family. He Va\V WhiV:

SpiUiWXal foUmaWion (Zhich iV jXVW a fanc\ Za\ Rf Va\ing ³becRming mRUe like
JeVXV´) occurs primarily in the conWe[W of commXniW\. People who Uemain
connecWed with their brothers and sisters in the local church almost invariably
grow in Velf-XndeUVWanding, and they maWXUe in their abiliW\ Wo UelaWe in healWh\
Za\V to God and to their fellow human beings. This is eVpeciall\ Whe caVe for
those courageous Christians who VWick iW oXW through the ofWen meVV\ pUoceVV
of inWeUpeUVonal diVcoUd and conflicW UeVolXWion. Long-WeUm inWeUpeUVonal
UelaWionVhipV are the crucible of genuine progress in the Christian life. People
who VWa\ alVo gUoZ.

I wonder sometimes how much gUoZWh I¶ve foUfeiWed in m\ life by trying to go
around or away from conflict rather than WhUoXgh it. HaYe \RX eYeU WhRXghW abRXW
WhaW? And aW Whe Vame Wime, I Whink abRXW VRme Rf Whe mRVW meaningfXl fUiendVhiSV,
meaningfXl UelaWiRnVhiSV in m\ life WR WhiV da\. And neaUl\ eYeU\ Vingle Rne Rf Whem aUe
UelaWiRnVhiSV ZheUe I haYe e[SeUienced cRnflicW ZiWh WhaW SeUVRn, and Ze¶Ye ZRUked
through iW. I Whink JRVeSh HelleUman iV RnWR VRmeWhing WheUe.

OXU UelaWiRnVhiSV ZiWh each RWheU aUe Whe RneV WhaW GRd ZanWV WR XVe WR grow XV, WR
establish XV, WR mature XV. TheVe aUe Whe UelaWiRnVhiSV WhaW GRd haV SXW in RXU liYeV fRU
RXU RZn gRRd, WR make XV mRUe and mRUe like him. So the mark of a healthy church
isn¶t the absence of conflict–it¶s how conflict gets dealW with. DR Ze gR aURXnd iW?
OU dR Ze ZRUk through iW? DR Ze abandon a UelaWiRnVhiS aW Whe fiUVW Vign Rf cRnflicW RU
WenViRn; dR Ze WU\ WR ignore iW and SUeWend like eYeU\Whing iV Rka\ Zhen iW¶V nRW? Or do
we navigate through it, having faith that the Holy Spirit who is alive in each of us
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will help us get through it together as a church family? ThaW¶V ZhaW Ze¶Ue gRing fRU.
Being famil\ meanV naYigaWing cRnflicW well ZiWh each RWheU.
//
SR I dRn¶W knRZ ZheUe all Rf WhiV hiWV \RX WRda\. Ma\be fRU \RX, \RX¶Ue Ueali]ing \RX need
WR SXW a liWWle mRUe effRUW, a liWWle mRUe emShaViV Rn being together ZiWh RWheU fRllRZeUV Rf
JeVXV. Ma\be \RX need WR Whink WhURXgh hRZ WR SUiRUiWi]e WhaW VRUW Rf Wime mRUe Whan \RX
aUe nRZ. Ma\be Whe mRVW SUacWical VWeS Rf aSSlicaWiRn fRU \RX iV WR finall\ Vign XS fRU WhaW
LifeGURXS. OU ma\be fRU \RX, \RX need WR dR VRme UeflecWing and adjXVWing Rf Whe
expectations \RX¶Ye SXW Rn RWheU fRllRZeUV Rf JeVXV. Ma\be \RX need WR aSRlRgi]e fRU
e[SecWing Whem WR dR SeUfecWl\ ZhaW nR Rne can dR RU be SeUfecWl\. OU ma\be WheUe¶V
cRnflicW beWZeen \RX and anRWheU fRllRZeU Rf JeVXV±WheUe¶V WenViRn, WheUe¶V fUXVWUaWiRn,
WheUe¶V diVWance±and \RX need WR VWRS naYigaWing around iW and inVWead ZRUk through iW.
YRX need WR deal ZiWh Whe cRnflicW ZiWh Whe SRZeU Rf Whe HRl\ SSiUiW gXiding \RX.

BXW ZhaWeYeU iW iV and ZhaWeYeU \RX need WR dR, leW¶V UemembeU WhaW GRd haV made XV a
famil\. When JeVXV ZenW WR Whe cURVV, he didn¶W jXVW UecRncile XV WR GRd±he UecRnciled
XV WR each RWheU. And he made UecRnciliaWiRn possible ZiWh each RWheU. SR ZhaWeYeU
effRUWV Ze SXW in WR WhaW end aUe XndRXbWedl\ ZRUWh iW. We¶Ue gRing WR Ving VRme VRngV
heUe in a biW. BXW can I jXVW encRXUage \RX nRW WR VWand and Ving if Whe HRl\ SSiUiW iV
SURmSWing \RX first WR Rbe\? TR UeSenW? If VRmeWhing needV WR haSSen there, that iV Whe
mRUe XUgenW Whing. ThaW¶V Whe VWeS \RX need WR Wake. And I¶d encRXUage \RX WR dR WhaW aV
an acW Rf ZRUVhiS.

LeW¶V SUa\ WRgeWheU.
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