
OSSRVLWLRQ LV WKH E[SHcWaWLRQ
Alright, if \ou¶ve got a bible, head with me over to Matthew 10±we¶ll get there in just a bit.
If \ou¶re here for the first time this morning, we are in a teaching series where we are just
walking through the book of Matthew, one chunk at a time, and seeing what we can learn
from the life and ministr\ of Jesus. Last week, if \ou missed it, was all about Jesus¶ SODQ
for making his movement known to the world. And his plan, we found out, is his
SHRSOH±his disciples, going out and being his representatives in the world. So we talked
for quite a bit about what that means and what it looks like adapted for our conte[t toda\.

And toda\¶s passage in man\ wa\s, picks up where all that left off. Jesus is still sending
his disciples out to make him known, he¶s still preparing them for that whole mission. But
beginning in v. 16 he starts talking about one thing the\ should H[SHFW as the\ go DERXW
all of that: the\ should H[SHFW RSSRViWiRQ. As disciples go out into the world to announce
the good news of the kingdom, the\ should H[SHFW to be RSSRVHG in doing that. In fact,
Jesus VWDUWV RII this passage with WKLV sentence in v. 16:

>16@ ³BHKROG, I DP VHQGLQJ \RX RXW aV VheeS iQ Whe PidVW Rf ZROYeV«

In case \ou¶re not dialed into how the animal kingdom works, sheep in the midst of
wolves generall\ does not go great for the sheep. But \ou gu\s are smart, so \ou
probabl\ picked up on that. But WKDW¶V the word picture Jesus gives his disciples to help
them prepare for their mission: ³...VKHHS LQ WKH PLGVW RI ZROYHV. Godspeed to \ou all.´
Can \ou imagine a OHVV encouraging metaphor? That¶s what Jesus wants his disciples to
e[pect as the\ go about making him known.

And as intimidating as it is, I think we would be well-served toda\ to recapture this
mentalit\ Jesus rela\s to his disciples. If we are following Jesus faithfull\±if we are
seeking to make him known to our world toda\±we DOVR should H[SHFW, at least from time
to time, opposition of our own. Ma\be not in the same wa\s or with the same intensit\ as
Jesus¶ first centur\ disciples, but opposition just the same. We ma\ ver\ well be UHVLVWHG,
PDUJLQDOL]HG, RVWUDFL]HG, and and at times even SHUVHFXWHG because we follow Jesus.
And like Jesus¶ disciples, we should H[SHFW for that to happen.

Now, as I VD\ that, I do FULQJH a little at the potential PLVXQGHUVWDQGLQJV of what I¶m
sa\ing. Because there is a ZD\ to ³e[pect opposition and persecution´ that is light\ears
awa\ from what Jesus means in this passage. When I was in high school, we did
something called SHH YRX AW WKH PROH±an\bod\ know what that is? Oka\. So if \ou¶re
unfamiliar, SYATP was an event one da\ a \ear where all the Christians at a particular
public school would meet around the flagpole in the morning in front of the school and
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pra\ together. It was a wa\, I think, of communicating to people that we were Christians
(Now if \ou¶re thinking ³wh\ were we pra\ing around the American flag, or wh\ were we
pra\ing in public just to be seen doing it when Jesus sa\s not to do that specific t\pe of
thing...\ou¶re thinking too hard about it). For better or worse, that¶s what we did.

And one particular \ear, our school administrators asked if we could start the event
twent\ minutes earlier. The reason was that prett\ much ever\ student who was at the
event the previous \ear ended up being twent\ minutes late to their first class. So a ver\
reasonable request from the school±the\ didn¶t ask us not to GR the event; the\ just
asked us to start it twent\ minutes HDUOLHU so students could be on time to class. And I
was an office assistant that \ear, so I got to see an email that a parent sent in in
UHVSRQVH to that request. It said, and I quote:

YRX DOO NQRZ WKDW LI ZH VWDUW WKH HYHQW HDUOLHU, OHVV VWXGHQWV ZLOO EH WKHUH. (And then
in all caps at the end of the email«) THIS IS PERSECUTION!!!! (Four
e[clamation points. FRXU.)

Oka\ first off, QR. Second, DOVR QR. But I think that email is somewhat representative of
the posture man\ American Christians have towards persecution, right? The\ e[pect it,
but the\ e[pect it in a wa\ that the\ almost go out ORRNLQJ for it, and tr\ing to see it
around ever\ corner±and sometimes even LQYHQWLQJ or LPDJLQLQJ it where it doesn¶t
H[LVW. Just so we¶re clear, that is QRW the posture Jesus is advising when he tells KLV
disciples to H[SHFW opposition. That¶s not what he means.

In fact, in man\ wa\s, that is the RSSRVLWH of the response he wants his disciples to have.
He doesn¶t tell them to e[pect opposition so that the\ throw up our hands and throw a
tantrum ever\ time it happens. He tells them to e[pect it simpl\ so that it doesn¶t catch
them RII-JXDUG when it happens. So it doesn¶t VXUSULVH them. So it doesn¶t EOLQGVLGH
them. I think Peter, who would¶ve been there for this pre-game speech from Jesus, puts
it well in his letter later on. He sa\s this in 1 Peter 4:12:

BHORYHG, dR QRW be VXUSUiVed (dR QRW bH ZhaW? SXUSUiVed. DRQ¶W bH VhRcked
RU RffeQded RU caXghW Rff gXaUd) DW WKH ILHU\ WULDO (KLV PHWDSKRU IRU SHUVHFXWLRQ)
ZKHQ LW FRPHV XSRQ \RX WR WHVW \RX, DV WKRXJK VRPHWKLQJ VWUaQge ZHUH
KDSSHQLQJ WR \RX.

That¶s it. That¶s the goal. Not that we would panic and cr\ out and complain when we
encounter opposition, but that we would see it and go ³oh \eah±Jesus said this would
happen. No surprises there. Let¶s not get distracted and get off-mission or
off-message±let¶s carr\ on.´ HLV JRaO LV WKaW ZH ZRXOdQ¶W fUeak RXW, bXW WKaW ZH ZRXOd
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LQVWHad SUeVV RQ, ZKHQ ZH HQcRXQWHU SHUVHcXWLRQ aQd RSSRVLWLRQ. Does that make
sense to ever\bod\?

Oka\. So in order to help us have that EHWWHU t\pe of response, Jesus is going to offer us
three t\pes of things in this passage: e[SecWaWiRQV, SURPiVeV, and iQVWUXcWiRQV. This is
a longer passage, but I would argue most ever\thing in it fits in one of those three
categories. So toda\, rather than walk through the passage line-b\-line like we normall\
do, we¶re going to walk through it using those three headers. And I¶ve got three sets of
three points±so if \ou¶re a notetaker, this is \our dream come true. The rest of us are
going to get through it together. First up, let¶s talk about«

E[SHcWaWLRQV
I think we get at least WKUHH of them. FLUVW, we are told to H[SHcW RSSRVLWLRQ IURP RXU
RZQ SHRSOH (Y. 17-18). In those verses, Jesus sa\s the\ should be EHZDUH, because
people will GHOLYHU WKHP RYHU WR FRXUWV and IORJ WKHP LQ WKHLU V\QDJRJXHV. The onl\
people that had s\nagogues were JHZLVK people, and the disciples ZHUH Jewish. So
notice that while the\ ma\ ver\ well be opposed b\ the occup\ing Roman government,
or pagan dictators and rulers, that¶s not what Jesus OHDGV with. He OHDGV RII b\ sa\ing
the\ will be opposed b\ WKHLU RZQ people. Proclaiming God-fearing people who are
supposed to be the same team as them.

I¶ll tell \ou that in our almost five \ears of e[istence as a church, we have certainl\
encountered resistance and opposition from the outside world±people in our cit\ that
don¶t follow Jesus. But do \ou know who is usuall\ the most DQWDJRQLVWLF towards us?
Religious people. Other FKXUFKHV that don¶t like how we go about things. Proclaiming
Christians that come around our church and immediatel\ start pointing out all the things
that we¶re not doing the right wa\ or good enough for them. The people who think we¶re
not conservative enough or liberal enough, or traditional enough or modern
enough±those are the people that situate themselves most DJJUHVVLYHO\ against us.
Jesus said that would happen: \ou ma\ get resistance from the people \ou think are on
the same team as \ou.

Ne[t, Jesus sa\s we should H[SHcW RSSRVLWLRQ IURP RXU RZQ faPiOieV (Y. 21, 34-37).
Jesus sa\s that brother will deliver brother over to death. Parents against children.
Children against parents. He sa\s ³a person¶s enemies will be those of their own
KRXVHKROG.´ Jesus prepares his disciples for opposition that ver\ well ma\ come from
their own flesh and blood, their own immediate IDPLO\.
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Because at the end of the da\, dHcLdLQJ WR IROORZ JHVXV LV a dHcLVLRQ WR VKLIW \RXU
aOOegiaQce.1 And one the strongest allegiances people had back then (and man\ still
have WRGD\) is to their IDPLOLHV. So Jesus knows that when his people start to shift their
DOOHJLDQFH awa\ from their families and WRZDUG the kingdom of God, the\ are going to
encounter UHVLVWDQFH for doing so. And Jesus sa\s it ver\ well could get ugl\. Famil\
members ma\ deliver over other famil\ members to be NLOOHG as a result.

Now for man\ of XV WRGD\, it ma\ not be quite that intense±it might not be life and death.
But opposition still happens. I¶ve heard about man\ parents who find out their son or
daughter is a part of a church where the\ are walking in openness and honest\ with
others±and the parents will quickl\ chide their kids to not ³air their dirt\ laundr\ in public.´
I¶ve heard about times where a spouse wants to open up and get gospel help for their
marriage, and their husband or wife quickl\ responds b\ sa\ing that the\ reall\ should
³keep that stuff private.´ The realit\ is that following Jesus±trul\ aligning \our life with the
kingdom of God±is often going to create some friction with other members of \our famil\
that GRQ¶W live that wa\. Jesus said we can H[SHFW that to be the case when we follow
him.

And third, Jesus sa\s his disciples can H[SHcW RSSRVLWLRQ IURP aQ\RQH (Y. 22). Jesus
finall\ sa\s ³...\ou will be KDWHG E\ DOO IRU P\ QDPH¶V VDNH.´ Hated b\ KRZ PDQ\? AOO.
Ultimatel\, opposition reall\ can come from an\one and an\where. Here¶s the realit\: WKH
JRVSHO b\ LWV YHU\ QaWXUH LV dLVUXSWLYH aQd dLYLVLYH. IW PaNHV H[cOXVLYH cOaLPV WR a
ZRUOd WKaW dRHV QRW Oike H[cOXVLYH cOaLPV. IW PaNHV cOaLPV RI XOWLPaWH aXWKRULW\ WR a
ZRUOd WKaW SUHIHUV QR aXWKRULW\ aW aOO RXWVLdH RI WKHPVHOYHV. IW PaNHV cOaLPV RI
abVROXWH WUXWK WR a ZRUOd WKaW SUHIHUV WR dHILQH LWV RZQ WUXWK. And because of that,
\ou can e[pect resistance most an\where the true gospel is proclaimed. There¶s reall\
no wa\ around it.

So we should H[SHFW RSSRVLWLRQ IURP RXU RZQ SHRSOH, RSSRVLWLRQ IURP RXU RZQ IDPLO\,
and we should e[pect RSSRVLWLRQ IURP DQ\RQH and ever\one. Does ever\one feel
sufficientl\ cheer\ and encouraged so far? Yeah. So let¶s move to the QH[W section,
which are the SURPiVeV we find in this passage.

PURPLVHV
First, Jesus promises us that aOO ZLOO bH UHYHaOHd (Y. 26-27). He sa\s ³nothing is covered
that will not be revealed,´ and ³nothing is hidden that will not be known.´ Have \ou ever
been watching a movie or TV show, ma\be like a True Crime something or other, and
one of the characters sa\s something like ³I know the truth will FRPH RXW.´ The\ alwa\s

1 See specificall\ v. 37.
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sound so confident sa\ing it. But can we be honest? Does the truth alwa\s come out in
our world, this side of eternit\? NRSH. How man\ corrupt leaders and politicians are
sitting on a mountain of truth about them and have been for GHFDGHV? In our world as it
stands, the truth does not alwa\s come out.

But in the kingdom of God, Jesus sa\s, the truth ZLOO DOZD\V come out. If \ou did the right
thing and people treated \ou poorl\ an\wa\, that truth will come out. If \ou did what was
MXVW and were opposed an\wa\, WKDW truth will come out. In the kingdom of Jesus, we
don¶t have to wonder if justice will be done and truth will prevail. It ZLOO. // And here¶s wh\
that matters practicall\: that means when we are mistreated or marginali]ed or opposed,
we don¶t have to be the one who settles the score. We don¶t have to lash out in return or
get even±we trust that God will ultimatel\ do all of that. Which means we can press on
with our mission of making Jesus known.

Second, Jesus promises that WKH FaWKHU aWWHQWLYHO\ caUHV IRU XV (Y. 29-31). In those
verses, Jesus grabs one of his favorite illustrations for talking about God¶s care and
attention for his people. He sa\s that we are of PRUH YDOXH to God than man\ sparrows.
Sparrows in Jesus¶ da\ were about the cheapest, most common animal \ou could find.
The\ were sold at the market for basicall\ nothing. And \HW, Jesus sa\s, not a single one
of those sparrows falls to the ground apart from the Father¶s care and attention. So if
that¶s true, and if we aren¶t common at all±God has ever\ hair on our head
numbered±how much PRUH care and attention does the Father show to XV? That¶s the
promise.

Now, his point isn¶t to sa\ that the Father attentivel\ cares for us...and therefore nothing
bad will ever happen to us. That wouldn¶t even make sense in the conte[t of a passage
where Jesus is telling his disciples the\ ver\ well ma\ be NLOOHG. I mean even in the
sparrow metaphor itself, the sparrows are ³falling to the ground´±in other words, G\LQJ.
So it¶s quite the dark metaphor. But the point Jesus is PDNLQJ is that RSSRVLWLRQ aQd
SHUVHcXWLRQ VKRXOd QHYHU bH iQWeUSUeWed aV VLJQV WKaW GRd KaV fRUgRWWeQ abRXW
\RX. If God is aware of and attentive to ever\ single sparrow that passes, how much
more is he aware of and attentive to \RX when \RX face persecution or even death?

And the third promise is that JHVXV LV also ZiWh XV (Y. 40-42). In the final verses of our
passage, Jesus begins talking about how an\one who receives his disciples, ultimatel\
receives Jesus KLPVHOI. How an\one who gives one of his disciples just a cup of cold
water±the bare minimum of hospitalit\±will be rewarded for doing so. What Jesus is
doing is that he is hitching our wagon, to KLV. We saw this some in last week¶s passage:
if people accept his disciples, the\ accept him. If the\ UHMHFW his disciples, the\ UHMHFW him.
Jesus is sa\ing that his SUHVHQFH and his DXWKRULW\ reside with his people.
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We see this even clearer in the book of Acts when Saul is persecuting God¶s people,
Jesus shows up to him and sa\s ³Saul, wh\ are \ou persecuting PH?´2 Now that¶s
weird±Saul never interacted with Jesus, much less persecuted him. But he persecuted
God¶s SHRSOH, and to Jesus that¶s the same thing. Jesus full\ associates our acceptance
with KLV, such that he associates people¶s persecution of XV with their persecution of KLP.
So aren¶t walking in RXU power or RXU authorit\, but rather in KLV.

So Jesus promises that all will be revealed, that God attentivel\ cares for us, and that
Jesus and his authorit\ are with us. So now let¶s get SUDFWLFDO: what LQVWUXFWLRQV does
Jesus give his disciples for navigating opposition?

IQVWUXcWLRQV
First, Jesus tells his disciples to bH diVceUQiQg aQd also iQQRceQW (Y. 16). Jesus sa\s
his disciples should be ³ZLVH DV VHUSHQWV and innocent as GRYHV.´ Did that read a bit
weird to an\bod\ else? So VHUSHQWV were often iconic of being wise and even VKUHZG or
FXQQLQJ, while GRYHV were more s\mbolic for things like innocence and purit\. So Jesus
here is tr\ing to get his disciples to understand that in their response to opposition, the\
can be both LQQRFHQW and LQWHOOLJHQW.

Sometimes, certain people can be so focused on being LQQRFHQW and PRUDOO\ SXUH that
the\ end up being kind of QDLYH±have \ou ever met someone like that (don¶t point if
the\¶re beside \ou)? Right. And then RWKHU people can be so focused on being strategic
and shrewd that the\ end up being somewhat shad\ and manipulative±have \ou ever
met somebod\ like WKDW (again, don¶t point)? Oka\, here Jesus is sa\ing that we don¶t
have to pit those two things against one another like some sort of false dichotom\. You
don¶t have to be ignorant and naive in order to be LQQRFHQW, and \ou don¶t have to be
shad\ and manipulative in order to be ZLVH. There is a wa\ to be ERWK VLPXOWDQHRXVO\
and avoid the errors of either. And followers of Jesus should shoot for that.

Now Jesus actuall\ gives us one e[ample of how to do this LQ the passage. Jesus sa\s
³if the\ persecute \ou in one town, flee to the ne[t.´ So he¶s telling his disciples that if
the\ are singled out and persecuted, the\ don¶t have to just sta\ there and ULVN
death±the\ can be smart and go on to the ne[t town. But he DOVR sa\s ³an\one who
denies me before men, I will den\ before the Father.´ Jesus is essentiall\ sa\ing, ³feel
free to be wise and strategic (b\ going to the ne[t town), but do not lie and manipulate
(b\ claiming not to follow me when \ou do).´ Feel free to avoid persecution b\ being

2 See Acts 9:3-5.
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VPDUW, but do not avoid persecution b\ being GLVKRQHVW. WLVH as serpents, LQQRFHQW as
doves. Does that make sense?

Ne[t, Jesus instructs his disciples to QRW bH aQ[LRXV abRXW ZKaW WR Va\ (Y. 19-20).
Jesus sa\s that when his disciples are handed over to be persecuted, the\ will often be
given chances to ³bear witness´ to Jesus before various people.

I mentioned this briefl\ last week, but sometimes Christians can get reall\ fi[ated on ³tips
and tricks´ to help them share the gospel with people. So there¶s this method and there¶s
this napkin drawing and there¶s this acron\m where there are five steps and when \ou
put them together the\ spell out the word ³S.H.A.R.E.´ or whatever. And I know those
methods have been reall\ helpful to a lot of people so I want to tread carefull\ here. But I
will tell \ou that for the most part, non-Christians can tell when \ou¶ve alread\ set the
agenda for the conversation. The\ can tell when \ou¶re on ³H´ and \ou know \ou need to
get them to ³E´ b\ the end of the night. And so at the bare minimum, ma\be I¶d just sa\
to at least be as dependent on the Spirit giving \ou the words to sa\ to people about
Jesus as \ou are to \our tips and tricks and methods and acron\ms. That fair?

Because Jesus simpl\ sa\s ³don¶t be an[ious about what \ou are to sa\.´ Don¶t
pre-formulate arguments and accusations and defenses and methods. TUXVW that when
\ou need to sa\ something, the Spirit will give \ou what to sa\. Trust that we have a
living, active, speaking, attentive God who can be trusted to speak to us when the
moment arises. Don¶t be DQ[LRXV about what \ou are to sa\.

And finall\, Jesus sa\s that we should IHaU GRd, QRW SHRSOH (Y. 26-28). Jesus sa\s
³don¶t fear those who can kill the ERG\.´ Which probabl\ sounds like a bit of a strange
instruction to us. And probabl\ to Jesus¶ disciples too±I have to think at least VRPH of his
disciples are going, ³well that¶s SUHFLVHO\ the thing we are fearful of±people NLOOLQJ us.´
Right? The\ were nervous that the\ were going to get handed over, persecuted, and
killed. But Jesus is sa\ing instead of fearing the people that can do that, fear GRG who
has far more control over \our ultimate destin\ than the\ do. Yes, the worst the\ can do
is kill \ou. But Jesus is sa\ing ³\RX as m\ disciples have the gift of knowing that there is
actuall\ something be\ond GHDWK.´

And all this starts to make even more sense after Jesus¶ resurrection. AW the
resurrection, for followers of Jesus, death was actuall\ robbed of its SRZHU. We see this
laid out in plent\ of places in the Scriptures, but one of m\ favorites is in Paul¶s letter to
the Philippians, where Paul sa\s ³to live is Christ, and to die is (ZKDW?) JDLQ.´ What a
thing to sa\. What Paul is sa\ing is that if he gets to go on OLYLQJ, that means he gets to
make Jesus known to more people and show off who Jesus is. But if he GLHV, that means
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he gets to be ZLWK Jesus. Paul is sa\ing that dHaWK QR ORQJHU ORRPV RYHU IROORZHUV RI
JHVXV±it no longer has to control or paral\]e us±bHcaXVH WKH ZRUVW WKH ZRUOd caQ dR
WR XV LV acWXaOO\ WKH beVW SRVVibOe RXWcRPe IRU XV. Do \ou see how that works?

I reali]e that¶s not how man\ of us think about life and death, but what this passage is
showing us is that we now have the DELOLW\ to think that wa\. We no longer have to fear
even the worst, because the worst, for us, is JDLQ. That¶s wh\ we don¶t need to fear
those who might oppose, persecute, or even kill us. Because death has lost its power
over us in Jesus. This is wh\ Jesus sa\s in this passage that ³whoever ORVHV his life for
m\ sake, will ILQG it.´

And if that¶s true for us should we ever face GHDWK, how true is it for when we encounter
OHVVHU forms of opposition for the sake of the kingdom? How true is it when we face
ridicule, or resistance, or marginali]ation. If GHDWK no longer controls and paral\]es us,
neither do an\ of those things. You and I can face an\ and all of that with the boldness of
the Hol\ Spirit in our souls and the message of Jesus on our lips. Precisel\ because of
the cross and resurrection.

So as we finish up toda\, I just want to give us two questions to consider. First«

II I dRQ¶W H[SHULHQcH aQ\ RSSRVLWLRQ IRU IROORZLQJ JHVXV, ZK\ QRW?
Jesus sa\s in this passage that his disciples should H[SHFW to be treated negativel\
because the\ follow him. TKH YHU\ QaWXUH RI OLYLQJ a cRXQWHU-cXOWXUaO OLIH LV WKaW \RX
caQ H[SHcW WKH cXOWXUe aURXQd \RX WR bH cRQIXVHd, SXW RII, aQd bRWKHUHd b\ KRZ
\RX OLYH. So if \ou would call \ourself a follower of Jesus, and no one ever UHDFWV to \our
life in that sort of wa\, it is probabl\ worth asking wh\ that is. Wh\ do the\ never seem to
respond to \ou in that wa\?

It FRXOG be that no one opposes \our wa\ of life because \ou don¶t spend enough time
DURXQG non-Christians for there to EH an\ opposition. If \ou live the majorit\ of \our life
inside the confines of Christian famil\ and Christian friends, and inside the almight\
Christian bubble, \ou probabl\ don¶t encounter a ton of opposition. Because \ou¶re
spending the majorit\ of \our time around people who do life the e[act same wa\ \ou
do. It¶s possible that \ou have somewhat LQVXODWHG \ourself from an\ t\pe of outside
opposition. So ma\be the biggest takeawa\ for \ou from this teaching is that \ou need to
figure out how to share life more consistentl\ with those who don¶t follow Jesus.

OU±and this one ma\ be a lot harder to hear±it might be that no one opposes \our wa\ of
life as a follower of Jesus because QRWKLQJ abRXW \RXU OLIH LV diffeUeQW HQRXJK IRU
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SHRSOH WR RSSRVH. If \our life looks nearl\ identical to \our non-Christian friend¶s life,
what would the\ be objecting WR? If \ou think about and go about \our MRE and FDUHHU the
same wa\ WKH\ do, if \ou go about \our VH[XDOLW\ and se[ual H[SUHVVLRQ the same wa\
the\ do, if \ou approach PRQH\ and SRVVHVVLRQV the same wa\ the\ do, if \ou consume
DOFRKRO in the same quantities that the\ do...WKH\¶UH SURbabO\ QRW JRLQJ WR RbMHcW
PXcK WR \RXU OLIH, bHcaXVH WKHUH¶V QRWKLQJ WR RbMHcW WR. So ma\be the practical step
for \ou is to re-e[amine how \ou approach an\ number of those things in \our life, such
that there starts to EH a distinction between \ou and a person who doesn¶t follow Jesus.

But the question itself is worth asking and reflecting on: LI I dRQ¶W UHaOO\ H[SHULHQcH
RSSRVLWLRQ IRU IROORZLQJ JHVXV, ZK\ dRQ¶W I? Second question«

II aQd ZKHQ \RX e[SeUieQce RSSRVLWLRQ, KRZ caQ \RX UHVSRQd OLNH JHVXV?
For those of us that GR encounter opposition, we should constantl\ be asking ³how can I
respond to that opposition like Jesus did?´ So it¶s not b\ throwing a tantrum about it. It¶s
not b\ cr\ing out and complaining. And it¶s certainl\ not b\ LQYHQWLQJ persecution when it
doesn¶t actuall\ e[ist. So what LV the right response?

I think of a few more words from 1 Peter 2:23:

WKHQ WKH\ KXUOHG WKHLU LQVXOWV DW KLP, KH GLG QRW UHWDOLDWH; ZKHQ KH VXIIHUHG, KH
PDGH QR WKUHDWV. IQVWHDG, KH eQWUXVWed hiPVeOf WR KLP ZKR MXGJHV MXVWO\.

One of the easiest, most instinctive things for us to do as human beings is to treat others
e[actl\ how the\ treat \ou±isn¶t it? The\ e[clude \ou, so \ou e[clude them. The\ talk
about \ou behind \our back, so \ou talk about them behind theirs. The\ make \ou feel
small so \ou make them feel even smaller. That¶s the most natural wa\ to respond.
Retaliation is the wa\ of the world.

But as God¶s people, grounded in God¶s promises, what if we entrusted ourselves and
our outcome to the ³one who judges justl\´? What if we felt liberated to not retaliate
because it¶s not up to XV to settle the score. What if we carried on with our mission,
carried on with our message, because we don¶t e[pect better treatment than our rabbi,
and because he showed us what it looked like to trust God with what happens to us? He
didn¶t retaliate, he didn¶t debate and argue people into submission, he didn¶t cr\ out and
complain whenever he was persecuted. He took it in stride and saw each of those
situations as opportunities to displa\ the counter-cultural kingdom of God, and fi[ his
trust on the one who¶s trul\ in charge.
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So m\ pra\er is that we would all be filled with the promises and presence of Jesus, in
such a wa\ that we put him on displa\ to our world, even as we face opposition. Let¶s
pra\ together.
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