
If YRX HaYe EaUV (13:1-23)
GUeaW Wo Vee \oX gX\V WhiV Zeek. M\ name iV KenW if Ze haYen¶W meW, I¶m one of Whe
paVWoUV heUe. If \oX haYe a bible, WXUn ZiWh me Wo MaWWheZ 13. If \oX¶Ue neZ aUoXnd oXU
chXUch, Ze¶Ye been Zalking WhUoXgh Whe book of MaWWheZ WogeWheU. And Vpecificall\ in Whe
VecWion of Whe book Ze¶Ye been in lately, Ze¶Ye been looking aW Whe YaUioXV responses
people haYe Wo JeVXV and hiV meVVage. Toda\, Ze¶Ue going Wo continue focXVing on WhaW,
bXW Ze¶Ue gonna Vee JeVXV adjXVW hiV commXnicaWion method jXVW a biW.

Beginning in chapWeU 13, he VWaUWV speaking Wo people XVing VomeWhing called parables. If
\oX¶Ue neZeU Wo Whe bible, paUableV aUe baVicall\ WheVe VhoUW VWoUieV JeVXV WellV fUom Wime
Wo Wime. And Whe\¶Ue all a biW diffeUenW: VomeWimeV Whe\ haYe one chaUacWeU in Whem,
VomeWimeV Whe\ haYe VeYeUal. SomeWimeV Whe\ conViVW of mXlWiple VceneV and conWain
dUama and VXUpUiVe and inWUigXe; VomeWimeV Whe\¶Ue liWeUall\ one VenWence long. BXW one
Za\ oU anoWheU, Whe\ all commXnicaWe VomeWhing Wo XV aboXW Whe kingdom of God. And
heUe in chapWeU 13, Ze geW Whe heaYieVW concentration of paUableV WhaW Ze¶Ye
encoXnWeUed Vo faU in MaWWheZ¶V goVpel. Toda\ Ze¶ll coYeU Whe first paUable, and foU Whe
ne[W monWh oU Vo, Ze¶ll coYeU Whe UeVW.

BXW befoUe Ze geW inWo all that, iW VeemV ZoUWh Walking a liWWle biW aboXW why JeVXV choVe Wo
Vpeak in paUableV in Whe fiUVW place. And conYenienWl\, WhaW¶V Whe e[acW TXeVWion Whe
disciples aVk him in Whe middle of oXU paVVage foU Woda\. So Ze¶Ue gonna VWaUW WheUe Wo
geW  Vome conWe[W. Pick iW Xp ZiWh me in Y. 10:

[10] The disciples came to him and asked, ³Wh\ do you speak to the people in
parableV?´

So Whe diVcipleV don¶W XndeUVWand Zh\ JeVXV chooVeV Wo Vpeak in WhiV Za\. A laUge cUoZd
VhoZV Xp Wo heaU JeVXV Vpeak, and Whe diVcipleV aUe XndoXbWedl\ e[pecWing him Wo dUop
Vome ZoUd bombV aboXW Zho he iV and ZhaW hiV moYemenW iV, caVW Vome YiVion,
moWiYaWe Vome people Wo become a paUW of iW. And UaWheU Whan doing WhaW, he jXVW VWaUWV
Welling WheVe Uandom h\poWheWical VWoUieV aboXW VeedV and Voil and fiVh and bUead, and
When not explaining ZhaW Whe\ mean Wo Whe cUoZdV. YoX¶Ye goWWa Whink Whe diVcipleV aUe
going, ³JeVXV, ZhaW aUe \oX doing? YoX¶Ue ZaVWing a peUfecWl\ good oppoUWXniW\ Wo Well
people cleaUl\ ZhaW \oX¶Ue all aboXW. So Zh\ inVWead aUe \oX Welling Whem cU\pWic
VWoUieV±Zh\ aUe \oX Vpeaking Wo Whem in parables?´

And iVn¶W WhaW Whe TXeVWion a loW of us haYe foU JeVXV, aV Zell? AV Ze¶Ye ZoUked WhUoXgh
Whe goVpel of MaWWheZ, haYe WheUe noW been WimeV ZheUe Ze¶Ye gone ³oka\ JeVXV±WhaW
ZaV aboXW Whe moVW cU\pWic, XncleaU, indiUecW poVVible Za\ Wo Va\ ZhaW \oX jXVW Vaid.´
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Wh\ noW be direct? If he Ueall\ cared aboXW people heaUing and XndeUVWanding hiV
meVVage, Zh\ ZoXldn¶W he WU\ Wo be clearer aboXW iW? Wh\ leaYe \oXU ZoUdV VXbjecW Wo
miVinWeUpUeWaWion and confXVion? Wh\ ZoXld \oX eYeU Va\ WhingV indirectly WhaW \oX coXld
Va\ directly? WoXldn¶W iW be moUe effective foU JeVXV Wo commXnicaWe differently? ThaW, in
Vo man\ ZoUdV, iV Whe TXeVWion Whe diVcipleV haYe foU JeVXV: ³Zh\ Vpeak Wo Whe people in
parables?´

And Whe answer iV ZhaW JeVXV giYeV next in Whe paVVage, bXW iW¶V alVo ZhaW he¶V going Wo
elaborate on in Whe parable Ze¶ll look aW heUe in a feZ. BXW look fiUVW ZiWh me back in Y. 11
aW hiV answer:

[11] He replied, ³BecaXVe (heUe¶V Zh\:) the knowledge of the secrets of the
kingdom of heaven has been giYen to \oX (Whe diVcipleV), but noW to Whem (Whe
cUoZdV). [12] Whoever haV will be given more, and they will have an abXndance.
Whoever doeV noW have, even what they haYe will be Waken from them. [13] ThiV
iV Zh\ I speak to them in parables: ³Though Veeing, they do not Vee; though
hearing, they do not hear or XnderVWand.

Oka\, Vo heUe¶V oXU answer: JeVXV VSeaNV LQ SaUabOeV becaXVe SeRSOe UeceLYLQg hLV
PeVVage LVQ¶W XlWimaWel\ abRXW hRZ direcW RU clear he LV. IW¶V QRW XOWLPaWeO\ abRXW
hRZ effecWLYe Rf a cRPPXQLcaWRU he iV (afWeU all, he¶V Whe Von of God±hiV
commXnicaWion VkillV aUe jXVW fine...and \eW plenty of people VWill rejected hiV meVVage).
AW Whe eQd Rf Whe da\, SeRSOe¶V UeceSWLYLW\ WR hLV PeVVage LVQ¶W abRXW hLV
commXnicaWion VW\le; LW¶V abRXW Whe condiWion of Wheir hearWV. HRZ SeRSOe UeVSRQd
WR Whe gRRd QeZV Rf Whe NLQgdRP deSeQdV eQWLUeO\ RQ ZheWheU Whe\ haYe Whe
abLOLW\ WR hear LW fRU ZhaW LW LV. Which e[plainV Zh\ JeVXV endV Vo man\ of hiV paUableV
ZiWh WhaW famoXV e[pUeVVion of hiV, ³if \oX haYe ears, leW Whem hear.´

NoZ, JeVXV conWinXeV Wo Xnpack WhiV idea b\ TXoWing fUom Whe pUopheW IVaiah in Whe Old
TeVWamenW. Keep Ueading ZiWh me in Y. 14:

[14] In them is fXlfilled the prophec\ of Isaiah: ³µYou will be ever hearing but
never XnderVWanding; you will be ever Veeing but never perceiYing. [15] For this
people¶s heart has become calloXVed; they hardl\ hear with their ears, and they
have cloVed their eyes. OWherZiVe they might Vee with their eyes, hear with their
ears, XnderVWand with their hearts and WXrn, and I would heal Whem.¶ [16] But
(talking to his disciples now) blessed are \oXr e\eV because Whe\ Vee, and your
earV because Whe\ hear. [17] For truly I tell you, many propheWV and righWeoXV
people longed to Vee ZhaW \oX Vee but did not see it, and to hear ZhaW \oX hear
but did not hear it.
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HaYe \oX eYeU ZondeUed Zh\ WZo people can haYe Whe e[acW Vame e[peUience, and
UeVpond compleWel\ diffeUenWl\ Wo iW? Like, foU inVWance, I peUVonall\ knoZ foU a fact WhaW
Whe UeVWaXUanW ChiYo oYeU on Ga\ SWUeeW haV Whe beVW WacoV in Kno[Yille. Don¶W @ me. IW¶V
a cold haUd fact. // Undeniable. The\¶Ue delicioXV. But oWheU people I knoZ can go Wo WhaW
Vame UeVWaXUanW, eaW Whe Vame e[acW WacoV I eaW, and Whink Whe\¶Ue noW good. NoZ, Whe\¶Ue
obYioXVl\ ZUong±WhaW¶V an e[ample of XnUepenWanW Vin in WheiU heaUW±bXW WhaW iV WheiU
genuine UeVponVe. Same e[peUience, diffeUenW UeVponVe. HaYe \oX eYeU ZondeUed Zh\
WhaW is? HoZ can WZo people e[peUience Whe exact same thing, and haYe compleWel\
different UeVponVeV to iW? Well I ZoXld Va\ iW haV eYeU\ biW Wo do ZiWh Whe condition each
peUVon iV in. Each peUVon iV coming Wo Whe table (pXn inWended) ZiWh a ceUWain VeW of
e[pecWaWionV and aVVXmpWionV aboXW ZhaW a Waco should be oU WaVWe like. The VWaWe RU
cRQdLWLRQ Ze¶Ue LQ, RfWeQ dicWaWeV RXU UeceSWLYLW\ WR YaULRXV WhLQgV.

And WhoXgh Whe VWakeV aUe mXch higheU Whan WacoV, iW¶V acWXall\ VimilaU ZiWh Whe meVVage
of Whe kingdom. People come ZiWh all VoUWV of e[pecWaWionV and aVVXmpWionV aboXW ZhaW
Whe kingdom of God iV going Wo be like, and ofWen, WhoVe aVVXmpWionV dicWaWe hoZ Whe\
UeVpond Wo Whe meVVage. JeVXV knoZV WhaW Vome people aUe going Wo UeVpond positively
Wo hiV meVVage (i.e. hiV diVcipleV). And he knoZV Vome people aUe going Wo UeVpond
negatively Wo iW (i.e. Whe PhaUiVeeV, Whe VcUibeV, eYen laUge poUWionV of Whe cUoZd folloZing
him aUoXnd). So UaWheU WhaQ VZeaW Whe deliYer\ meWhod Rf Whe PeVVage±hoZ he Va\V
iW and ZhaW commXnicaWion meWhod he XVeV and ZheWheU iW¶V diUecW oU indiUecW oU
VomeZheUe in beWZeen±JeVXV RfWeQ fRcXVeV more RQ Whe VWaWe of hiV hearerV.
BecaXVe that iV ZhaW makeV Whe diffeUence.

And like I menWioned, that iV alVo ZhaW WhiV YeU\ fiUVW paUable fUom MaWWheZ 13 iV aboXW.
IW¶V a paUable aboXW hoZ people hear Whe meVVage of Whe kingdom. HoZ people respond.
So leW¶V Vee ZhaW iW Va\V. Look Xp eaUlieU in Whe paVVage ZiWh me, beginning in Y. 1:

[1] That same day Jesus went out of the house and sat by the lake. [2] Such large
crowds gathered around him that he got into a boat and sat in it, while all the
people stood on the shore. [3] Then he told them man\ WhingV in parableV,
saying: ³A farmer went out to VoZ hiV Veed. [4] As he was VcaWWering the seed,
Vome fell along Whe paWh, and the birds came and (immediaWel\) ate it up. [5]
Some fell on rock\ placeV, where it did not have much Voil. It sprang up qXickl\,
because the Voil ZaV VhalloZ. [6] But when the sun came up, the plants were
scorched, and they ZiWhered because they had no root. [7] Other seed fell among
WhornV, which grew up and choked the plants. [8] Still other seed fell on good
Voil, where it produced a crop²a hXndred, Vi[W\ or WhirW\ WimeV ZhaW ZaV
VoZn. [9] Whoever has earV, let them hear.´
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So Wake noWe of Vome of Whe deWailV. TZo WhingV VWa\ Whe same WhUoXghoXW eYeU\ paUW of
Whe VWoU\: Whe VoZeU and Whe Veed. Those don¶W change. And WhaW¶V becaXVe, aV Ze¶Ue
going Wo Vee in a momenW, JeVXV (UepUeVenWed b\ Whe faUmeU) and hiV meVVage (Whe
Veed) aUe alZa\V Whe Vame. The RQO\ WhLQg WhaW changeV±Whe onl\ variable in Whe
diffeUenW paUWV of Whe VWoU\±LV Whe W\pe of Voil WhaW Whe Veed faOOV RQ. AUe \oX ZiWh me Vo
faU? And that¶s becaXVe, aV Ze¶Ue aboXW Wo leaUn, Whe Voil in Whe VWoU\ UefeUV Wo Whe foXU
diffeUenW W\peV of people oU responses that people have Wo Whe meVVage of Whe kingdom.
The foXU diffeUenW W\peV of heart postures people haYe WoZaUdV Whe meVVage.

NoZ, jXVW Wo make Whem eaV\ Wo UemembeU, Ze¶ll giYe Whem Vome nameV. In Whe paUable,
JeVXV highlighWV (in WhiV oUdeU) Whe hardened heaUW, Whe VhalloZ heaUW, Whe diYided
heaUW, aQd Whe recepWiYe heaUW. TheVe aUe foXU diffeUenW W\peV of heaUW poVWXUeV people
haYe, and WheUefoUe foXU diffeUenW Za\V Whe\ respond Wo JeVXV¶ meVVage. We¶ll Vpend
Vome Wime on each one. YoX gX\V Uead\? Oka\. FiUVW Xp...

The HaUdeQed HeaUW
[18] ³Listen then to what the parable of the sower meanV (LQ RWheU ZRUdV, JeVXV
LV QRZ abRXW WR gR bacN WhURXgh aQd e[plain WhLV SaUabOe WR hLV dLVcLSOeV):
[19] When anyone hears the message about the kingdom and doeV noW
XnderVWand iW, the eYil one comes and VnaWcheV aZa\ what was sown in their
heart. This is the seed sown along the path.

So Whe fiUVW Voil UepUeVenWV Whe W\pe of peUVon Zho heaUV aboXW JeVXV, hiV meVVage, hiV
Za\ of life, and immediately UeVpondV ZiWh ³nope. ThaW¶V UidicXloXV. ThaW¶V
cloVed-minded. ThaW¶V VXpeUVWiWioXV. ThaW¶V offenViYe. ThaW¶V UegUeVViYe.´ IW¶V Whe peUVon
ZhoVe heaUW iV VeW againVW eYen considering Whe meVVage of JeVXV. BXW noWice WhaW JeVXV
WellV XV WheUe iV VomeWhing more Whan jXVW logic oU c\niciVm oU VkepWiciVm going on ZiWh
people Zho UeVpond WhiV Za\. He Va\V Whe coUe of Whe pUoblem iV WhaW ³the evil one
comeV and VnaWcheV aZa\´ Whe meVVage. Do \oX Vee WhaW? In oWheU ZoUdV, he iV Va\ing
WhaW WheUe aUe acWXaO VpiriWXal forceV aW ZRUN behLQd dRXbW aQd dLVbeOLef. TheUe iV an
enem\ WhaW haV a YeVWed inWeUeVW in people UejecWing Whe meVVage of JeVXV.

Ma\be \oX¶Ue in Whe Uoom Woda\ and \oX ZoXld Va\ WhaW VoXndV like \oX. Ma\be you
belieYe WhaW Whe Zhole ChUiVWianiW\ Whing iV a biW faU-feWched oU oppUeVViYe oU Vill\ oU
XnneceVVaU\. FiUVW off, if WhaW¶V \oX, Ze¶Ue glad \oX¶Ue heUe. We ZanW \oX Wo knoZ WhiV iV a
Vafe place Wo be honeVW aboXW all WhaW±none of XV aUe gonna be Vhocked oU offended if
\oX Well XV WhaW. BXW if WhaW¶V \oX, heUe¶V all I ZoXld challenge \oX ZiWh. TheUe aUe people
in Whe ZoUld±likel\ TXiWe a feZ people±Zho aUe mXch smarter and moUe logical and moUe
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cynical Whan \oX±Zho haYe VWill decided Wo folloZ JeVXV. NoZ \oX could jXVW ZUiWe WhaW off
and jXVW aVVXme WhaW Whe\ all haYe blindVpoWV in their Whinking WhaW \oX VomehoZ don¶t
haYe...or \oX coXld inYeVWigaWe Zh\ Whe\¶Ye decided Wo folloZ JeVXV despite all WhaW. YoX
coXld go haYe a conYeUVaWion ZiWh Whem if \oX knoZ Whem, \oX coXld Uead a book WhaW
Whe\ ZUoWe aboXW iW. And Wo me, WhaW¶V ZoUWh doing, if \oX WUXl\ aUe an open-minded
peUVon. And in WhaW pUoceVV, \oX mighW jXVW diVcoYeU WhaW WheUe iV VomeWhing deepeU
going on Whan Whe meVVage of JeVXV jXVW noW ³making VenVe´ Wo \oX. YoX mighW VWaUW Wo
diVcoYeU WhaW WheUe aUe foUceV biggeU Whan an\ of XV WhaW haYe a YeVWed interest in \oX noW
belieYing. BXW WhaW¶V Whe fiUVW caWegoU\ of Voil: Whe VRLO WhaW LPPedLaWeO\ UeMecWV Whe
PeVVage Rf JeVXV.

NoZ leW¶V paXVe foU jXVW a momenW heUe. AV I ZaV VWXd\ing WhiV paVVage, I WhoXghW Wo
m\Velf: ZoXldn¶W iW be great if WhaW ZeUe Whe only Za\ Wo UejecW Whe meVVage of JeVXV?
Like, imagine if WhiV paUable onl\ conWained WZo caWegoUieV: Whe peUVon Zho immediaWel\
UejecWV Whe meVVage of JeVXV, and Whe peUVon Zho accepts Whe meVVage of JeVXV. ThaW
ZoXld be Vo mXch easier. Then iW ZoXld VeW all of XV aW eaVe±Ze ZoXld go ³Zell I¶m noW
immediaWel\ rejecting JeVXV¶ meVVage, Vo WhaW mXVW mean I¶m good.´ And Ze ZoXld
immediaWel\ knoZ ZheUe Ze fell. The pUoblem iV WhaW accRUdLQg WR Whe SaUabOe, WheUe
LVQ¶W MXVW RQe Za\ WR UeMecW Whe PeVVage Rf JeVXV±WheUe aUe Whree. And ZhaW¶V WUick\
iV WhaW Whe next WZo, aW fiUVW, don¶W acWXall\ look like UejecWion aW all. So leW¶V Vee ZhaW they
aUe. One iV...

The ShalloZ HeaUW
[20] The seed falling on rocky ground refers to someone who hears the word and
at once receiYeV it with jo\. [21] But since they have no rooW, they last onl\ a
VhorW Wime. When WroXble or perVecXWion comes because of the word, they
quickly fall away.

Oka\. AW fiUVW glance, WhiV UeVponVe lookV polaU oppoViWe fUom Whe fiUVW one, doeVn¶W iW?
The fiUVW W\pe of peUVon rejects Whe meVVage immediately±this person aW fiUVW ³receives iW
with joy.´ NoW haUd-heaUWedneVV; e[ciWemenW and eagerness. ThiV peUVon heaUV aboXW
JeVXV and poVWV iW Wo WheiU InVWa immediaWel\. The\ Well all WheiU fUiendV aboXW iW; Whe\ VWaUW
inYiWing WheiU fUiendV Wo chXUch ZiWh Whem. The\¶Ue excited aboXW iW. ThiV peUVon heaUV Whe
meVVage of JeVXV and Whe\ Whink ³I like WhiV! IW makeV me feel beWWeU aboXW m\Velf. IW
makeV me feel happieU. IW meanV God Zill help me ZiWh WhingV...WhiV iV gUeaW!´

³But,´ JeVXV Va\V, ³Zhen WUoXble oU peUVecXWion comeV, Whe\ TXickl\ fall aZa\.´ We¶Ye
Walked in UecenW ZeekV aboXW hoZ VomeWimeV Ze VWUXggle Wo belieYe in JeVXV becaXVe
life doeVn¶W go like Ze WhoXghW iW go ZoXld aV a UeVXlW of folloZing him. All of a VXdden, Ze
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VWaUW e[peUiencing trouble. Persecution. Suffering. Opposition. JeVXV Va\V WheUe ZLOO be
SeRSOe ZhR ZLOO UeVSRQd WR Whe PeVVage Rf hLV NLQgdRP LQLWLaOO\ ZLWh gUeaW MR\ aQd
e[cLWePeQW, bXW WheQ ZheQ Whe gRLQg geWV WRXgh, Whe\ ZLOO acWXaOO\ chaQge WheLU
PLQd. SomeWimeV iW WakeV suffering (oU aW leaVW adversity) Wo e[poVe ZhaW Ze Ueall\
belieYe, and ZhaW Ze Ueall\ trust.

OU ma\be Ze coXld pXW iW WhiV Za\: WheVe SeRSOe aUe YeU\ e[cLWed abRXW ZhaW GRd
PLghW be abOe WR do for Whem²ZhaW he PLghW be abOe WR add WR WheLU OLfe²bXW
Whe\¶Ue QRW aOO WhaW gURXQded LQ Zho God iV. AW Whe eQd Rf Whe da\, Whe\¶Ue PRUe
e[cLWed abRXW Whe benefiWV Rf fROORZLQg JeVXV WheQ Whe\ aUe aboXW JeVXV hLPVeOf.
The\¶ll folloZ JeVXV, jXVW Vo long aV iW makeV life better and easier and moUe enjoyable.
BXW aV Voon aV folloZing JeVXV makeV life moUe difficult, oU leVV ideal...then Whe\¶Ue oXW.

Ɣ AV Voon aV Whe\ Ueali]e WhaW being a ChUiVWian VhUinkV Whe daWing pool jXVW a
liWWle...Whe\¶Ue oXW.

Ɣ AV Voon aV Whe\ diVcoYeU WhaW being a ChUiVWian ma\ look like Uidding WhemVelYeV
of YiceV and WempWaWionV WhaW Whe\ Ueall\ enjo\...Whe\¶Ue oXW.

Ɣ AV Voon aV Whe\ diVcoYeU WhaW being a ChUiVWian mighW make Whem look fooliVh oU
cloVed-minded Wo WheiU peeUV...Whe\¶Ue oXW.

YoX Vee, Whe shallow heaUW iV onl\ Ueall\ in on folloZing JeVXV inVofaU aV Whe benefits
oXWZeigh Whe costs, fUom their peUVpecWiYe. And Vo aV VRRQ aV LW feeOV WR WheP OLNe GRd
LV aVNLQg PRUe fURP WheP WhaQ he LV RffeULQg WheP, Whe\ gR ³RNa\, QeYeU PLQd.´
Which meanV Whe\ ZeUe Ueall\ neYeU in Wo begin ZiWh.

To pXW iW plainl\, LW LV SRVVLbOe WR be e[cLWed abRXW JeVXV, aQd QRW be a ChULVWLaQ. IW iV
poVVible Wo be e[ciWed aboXW ChUiVWian things, and noW be a ChUiVWian. BecaXVe fROORZLQg
JeVXV WaNeV PRUe WhaQ e[ciWemenW. IW WaNeV endXrance. IW WaNeV Vacrifice. IW WaNeV
obedience. IW LV a OLfeORQg SURceVV, QRW MXVW a RQe-aQd-dRQe decLVLRQ. DoeV WhaW
make VenVe? Oka\, WhiUd caWegoU\...

The DiYided HeaUW
[22] The seed falling among the WhornV refers to someone who hearV the word,
but the ZorrieV of WhiV life and the deceiWfXlneVV of ZealWh choke the word,
making it XnfrXiWfXl.

A peUVon ZiWh a divided heaUW also VeemV Wo UeceiYe Whe meVVage iniWiall\. Ma\be Whe\
eYen make iW WhUoXgh VXffeUing oU heaUWache oU adYeUViW\ intact. BXW WheiU problem iV WhaW
Whe PeVVage Rf JeVXV haV VRPe VWURQg compeWiWion ZLWhLQ WheLU heaUW. TheiU
affecWionV aUe divided. The\ loYe Jesus...bXW Whe\ alVo Ueall\ loYe money. Jesus iV
XlWimaWe Wo Whem foU VXUe...bXW WheiU kidV aUe also XlWimaWe Wo Whem. The\ ZanW Wo ZoUVhip
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JeVXV ZiWh everything in them...Whe\ jXVW alVo ZanW Wo be married ZiWh eYeU\Whing in Whem.
The\ ZanW Wo be approved of and liked ZiWh eYeU\Whing in Whem. The\ ZanW Wo be popular
ZiWh eYeU\Whing in Whem. We coXld go on. BXW Whe\ ZUeVWle ZiWh WhiV peUpeWXal WXg-of-ZaU
of affecWionV inVide of Whem. NoZ, Wo a ceUWain degUee, WhaW iV all of XV, UighW? All of XV
haYe WhingV WhaW aUe compeWing foU oXU aWWenWion and affecWion alongVide JeVXV. BXW WhiV
gUoXp of people haV gUoZn complacent WoZaUdV WhaW. To Whem, iW¶V noW Ueall\ Veen aV a
problem Wo deal ZiWh.

And in Whe paUable, iW Va\V \oX ma\ be able Wo conYince \oXUVelf foU a Zhile WhaW WhingV
like WhaW can coe[iVW alongVide JeVXV in \oXU heaUW. BXW eYenWXall\ RQe Rf Whe WZR ZLOO
ZLQ RXW. EYeQWXaOO\ WhRVe RWheU WhLQgV ZRQ¶W MXVW be compeWiWion fRU RXU
UeOaWLRQVhLS ZLWh JeVXV±Whe\¶OO becRPe replacemenWV fRU hLP. FoU inVWance, JeVXV
back in MaWWheZ 6 pXW iW like WhiV: ³\oX can¶t serve boWh God and mone\.´ NoWice he
doeVn¶W Va\ ³\oX shouldn¶t´±he Va\V \oX can¶t. AV in iW iV impossible foU God and
VomeWhing elVe boWh be ultimate Wo \oX. EYenWXall\ life Zill foUce \oX Wo pick ZhaW iV moVW
impoUWanW. And JeVXV iV Va\ing heUe WhaW Zhen WhaW da\ comeV foU people ZiWh diYided
heaUWV, Whe\ Zill pick Whe ³ZoUUieV of life´ and ³deceiWfXlneVV of UicheV´ and leaYe JeVXV
behind.

NoZ liVWen: m\ conceUn ZiWh WhiV one isn¶t jXVW WhaW Vome of XV mighW eventually chooVe
WhingV oYeU JeVXV. M\ cRQceUQ LV WhaW VRPe Rf XV haYe aOUead\ done LW, aQd dRQ¶W
Whink Ze haYe. Think aboXW Whe langXage JeVXV XVeV in Whe paVVage: ³Whe deceitfulness
of UicheV.´ Do \oX knoZ hoZ Wo know \oX¶Ue being deceived? You don¶t. ThaW¶V Whe
nature of decepWion. If \oX aUe being deceiYed, you¶re XVXall\ Whe last Wo knoZ, and
VomeWimeV \oX don¶W knoZ XnWil iW¶V Woo laWe. I Whink Ze¶Ue XVXall\ Ueall\ good aW
conYincing oXUVelYeV WhaW WhingV Ze loYe aUen¶W inWeUfeUing ZiWh oXU UelaWionVhipV Wo JeVXV.

And Wo JeVXV¶ poinW, I don¶W Whink iW¶V an\ coincidence WhaW AmeUica iV one of Whe
ZealWhieVW naWionV in Whe ZoUld, and iV VimXlWaneoXVl\ one of Whe feZ coXnWUieV ZheUe Whe
nXmbeU of pUoclaimed ChUiVWianV iV decreasing UaWheU Whan increasing. JeVXV ZoXld Va\
WhaW WhoVe WZo WhingV aUe likel\ related. ThaW man\ of XV aUe being ³choked oXW´ b\ Whe
ZoUUieV of life and Whe deceiWfXlneVV of UicheV.
//
So, WheUe aUe Whe WhUee Za\V people XlWimaWel\ fail Wo heaU and UeVpond Wo Whe good neZV
of JeVXV. B\ haYing a hardened heaUW, a shallow heaUW, oU a divided heaUW. So leW¶V Walk
finall\ aboXW ZhaW Whe right heaUW lookV like, a«
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RecepWiYe HeaUW
[23] But the seed falling on good Voil refers to someone who hearV the word and
XnderVWandV it. ThaW ZoUd ³understand´ WheUe iV faU VWUongeU Whan iW VoXndV in
EngliVh. IW doeVn¶W jXVW mean Wo inWellecWXall\ comprehend VomeWhing, bXW Wo pXW iW
WogeWheU ZiWh acWion. The one Zho doeV WhaW« This is the one who produces a
crop, yielding a hXndred, Vi[W\ or WhirW\ times what was sown.´

So Whe fLQaO caWegRU\ Rf heaUeU LV Whe RQe ZhR dReVQ¶W MXVW heaU aQd UeVSRQd ZLWh
acknoZledgemenW, RU eYeQ ZLWh e[ciWemenW±bXW RQe ZhR UeVSRQdV ZLWh acWion. B\
heaULQg aQd doing. And moUe Vpecificall\, b\ bearing fruit. The peUVon Zho VhoZV Ueal,
acWXal, noWiceable evidence of Whe Hol\ SpiUiW gUoZing and changing Whem oYeU a long
peUiod of Wime.

So \oX mighW When Va\, ³Oka\, ZhaW kind of fruit aUe Ze Walking aboXW, e[acWl\?´ Well in
Vome Za\V, Ze coXld Va\ WhaW iW¶V Vimpl\ Whe inverse of Whe oWheU WhUee W\peV of Voil,
UighW? So fruit lookV like UeVponding ZiWh UecepWiYiW\ UaWheU Whan c\niciVm, cXUioViW\ UaWheU
Whan UejecWion. FUXiW lookV like folloZing JeVXV eYen in Whe momenWV ZheUe iW makeV life
harder foU \oX and noW eaVieU. FUXiW lookV like going Wo war againVW an\Whing WhaW \oX Vee
competing ZiWh JeVXV in \oXU heaUW, an\Whing WhaW VWealV \oXU Wime and \oXU aWWenWion and
\oXU affecWionV aZa\ fUom him. And fruit lookV like obedience: iW lookV like doing WhingV
\oX don¶W want Wo do in Whe momenW, becaXVe \oX belieYe God knoZV beWWeU Whan \oX do.
ThiV iV ZhaW iW lookV like Wo heaU and understand Whe meVVage of JeVXV. IW lookV like
beaUing fruit.

NoZ befoUe Ze ZUap Xp, leW¶V bUiefl\ addUeVV Whe TXeVWion WhaW moVW eYeU\bod\ haV Zhen
Whe\ Uead WhiV paVVage, and WhaW¶V how many of the four types of soil are Christians?
RighW? ThaW¶V Whe TXeVWion Ze XVXall\ aVk. NoZ Vome of XV aVk iW jXVW becaXVe Ze¶Ue
WU\ing Wo geW claUiW\: Ze jXVW ZanW Wo XndeUVWand beWWeU ZhaW JeVXV ZaV and ZaVn¶W Va\ing
in WhiV paVVage. And hopefXll\ \oX¶Ye alUead\ Veen Whe anVZeU alUead\: onl\ Whe final,
fourth W\pe of Voil iV a folloZeU of JeVXV.

BXW I alVo Whink a loW of people aVk WhaW TXeVWion fUom a deepl\ personal place. We heaU
Whe Za\ Whe fiUVW WhUee W\peV of Voil geW described and Ze geW a liWWle neUYoXV becaXVe one
of Whem VoXndV a loW like XV and ZheUe Ze¶Ue cXUUenWl\ aW. So Ze aVk ³oka\...bXW can¶W \oX
be Whe Vecond W\pe of Voil and VWill be a Christian? Can \oX be Whe third W\pe of Voil and
VWill be a Christian?´ BecaXVe deep doZn, ma\be paUW of XV ZanWV Wo knoZ if Ze can VWa\
ZheUe Ze¶Ue aW and VWill haYe a UelaWionVhip ZiWh JeVXV. Like ³ZhaW¶V Whe WhUeVhold?
WhaW¶V Whe baUe minimXm I can do and VWill geW eWeUnal life?´ And if WhaW¶V \oX, I ZoXld jXVW
challenge \oX noW Wo Whink WhaW Za\ aboXW \oXU UelaWionVhip ZiWh JeVXV.
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And foU WhaW maWWeU, don¶W Whink WhaW Za\ aboXW any meaningfXl UelaWionVhip \oX haYe.
Imagine going Xp Wo \oXU VpoXVe and aVking Whem, ZhaW Whe baUe minimXm \oX can do
Wo VWill be maUUied Wo Whem. ThaW¶d be bizarre, ZoXldn¶W iW? InVWead, VhoXldn¶W Ze be aVking
³hoZ can I be Whe beVW possible paUWneU Wo m\ VpoXVe?´ So VhoXldn¶W iW be Whe Vame Za\
ZiWh oXU UelaWionVhip ZiWh Jesus? ShoXldn¶W Ze be aVking noW ³ZhaW¶V Whe leaVW I haYe Wo
do Wo be a ChUiVWian,´ and inVWead ³hoZ can I alloZ Whe UedempWiYe meVVage of JeVXV Wo
WUanVfoUm every single aspect of m\ life?´ ³HoZ do I alloZ him Wo infilWUaWe and impacW and
gUoZ and change eYeU\ paUW of m\ life WhaW he ZanWV Wo change?´ And WhaW¶V ZhaW iW lookV
like Wo haYe eaUV Wo hear.

So on WhaW noWe, leW¶V jXVW land heUe. AV I ZaV Whinking WhUoXgh WhiV Weaching Whe paVW feZ
ZeekV, WheUe ZaV one Whing I ZaV YeU\ nervous aboXW. I ZaV neUYoXV WhaW Vome of XV
ZoXld heaU WhiV Weaching, Ze ZoXld become convicted WhaW oXU liYeV look like one of Whe
fiUVW WhUee W\peV of Voil Whan Whe\ do Whe laVW one, and jXVW panic. ThaW Ze ZoXld go ³oh
no±I haYe a haUd heaUW. I haYe a VhalloZ heaUW. I haYe a diYided heaUW±I¶m doomed.´

BXW I Ueall\ don¶W Whink WhaW¶V ZhaW JeVXV ZanWV \oX Wo Zalk aZa\ fUom WhiV paVVage ZiWh.
TheVe caWegoUieV don¶W have to be VWaWic. TheVe foXU W\peV of Voil aUen¶W like JeVXV¶
YeUVion of Whe EnneagUam. He¶V noW looking aW people and going ³eh...\oX¶Ue Whe haUd
Voil...VXckV Wo VXck I gXeVV. Good lXck in hell!´ ThaW¶V noW ZhaW¶V going on heUe. YoX Vee
Whe Whing aboXW Voil iV WhaW Voil can change. Hardened Voil can be ZaWeUed and VofWened.
Shallow Voil can be e[caYaWed and filled in Vo WhaW Whe Veed can gUoZ UooWV. EYen Whe Voil
ZiWh Whe WhoUnV±WhoUnV can be dXg Xp and pXlled oXW.

WhaW I¶m WU\ing Wo Va\ iV WhaW Lf \RX¶Ue heUe WhLV PRUQLQg aQd \RX feeO OLNe \RX PLghW
be RQe Rf Whe fLUVW WhUee W\SeV Rf VRLO±WhaW dReVQ¶W PeaQ \RX¶Ue VWXck WheUe. YoX¶Ue
noW doomed Wo die ZiWh WhaW poVWXUe WoZaUdV Whe meVVage of JeVXV. IW mighW be WhaW Whe
SpiUiW of God haV \oX heUe, Woda\, in this Vpace, heaUing this paVVage, becaXVe he
ZanWed \oX Wo be conYicWed, and ZanWed \oX Wo do something aboXW iW. RighW? AfWeU all,
JeVXV finiVheV oXW Whe paUable ZiWh Whe ZoUdV, ³if \oX haYe ears, \oX VhoXld hear.´ If
people ZeUe doomed Wo die ZheUe Whe\ ZeUe aW, JeVXV coXld¶Ye jXVW choVen Wo noW Well Whe
paUable aW all. BXW WhaW¶V noW ZhaW he doeV. He wants people Wo hear.

BXW heUe¶V Whe Whing: WheUe¶V onl\ one Za\ Wo heaU. TheUe¶V onl\ one Za\ Wo become Whe
foXUWh kind of Voil. And WhaW¶V b\ Whe poZeU of Whe SpiUiW. The Hol\ SpiUiW iV Zho VofWenV Whe
haUd Voil. The Hol\ SpiUiW iV Zho enableV \oX Wo dig oXW Whe VhalloZ Voil and alloZ iW Wo
gUoZ UooWV. The Hol\ SpiUiW iV Zho empoZeUV \oX Wo pXll Xp Whe compeWiWion WhaW WhUeaWen
Wo choke oXW Whe meVVage of JeVXV in \oXU life. In JeVXV¶ iniWial UeVponVe Wo Whe diVcipleV'
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TXeVWion aW Whe beginning, he Vaid WhaW Wo Whem Whe VecUeWV of Whe kingdom had been
³given.´ AV in, granted. God Yia hiV SpiUiW gaYe Whem Whe ability Wo heaU.
//
So heUe¶V ZhaW I ZanW XV Wo do: if \oX¶Ye goW \oXU VWXff oXW, feel fUee Wo go ahead and pXW
iW aZa\. I ZanW XV Wo Wake jXVW a momenW Wo deal ZiWh WhiV if Ze need Wo. Once \oX¶Ye pXW
\oXU VWXff aZa\, boZ \oXU headV, cloVe \oXU e\eV. And once \oX do WhaW, I jXVW ZanW
eYeU\ peUVon in WhiV Uoom Wo aVk one TXeVWion. I ZanW \oX Wo aVk Whe TXeVWion, ³do I haYe
eaUV Wo hear?´ Am I UeVponding Wo Whe meVVage of JeVXV b\ heaUing and understanding?
OU iV iW in one eaU and oXW Whe oWheU?

And Whe hope iV WhaW foU a loW of XV in Whe Uoom, Whe UeVponVe iV ³\eV.´ And ma\be Whe
SpiUiW jXVW ZanWV Wo Wake WhiV momenW Wo Vpeak oYeU \oX ³WhiV iV m\ beloYed Von, m\
beloYed daXghWeU, in Zhom I am Zell pleaVed. ThiV iV m\ diVciple, Zho heaUV Whe ZoUd
and does iW.´ Ma\be foU man\ of \oX, jXVW Wake a momenW Wo baVk and enjo\ Whe appUoYal
of Whe FaWheU, made poVVible foU \oX WhUoXgh JeVXV.

FoU oWheUV, Zhen Ze aVk Whe TXeVWion ³do I haYe eaUV?´ Whe anVZeU Ze heaU mighW be
VomeWhing moUe like ³noW \eW.´ BXW I WUXl\ belieYe WhaW Whe folloZ-Xp Wo WhaW fUom Whe SpiUiW
of JeVXV iV ³...bXW I want \oX Wo.´ And ma\be he ZanWV Wo XVe WhiV momenW, WhiV paVVage,
WhiV Weaching UighW noZ Wo grant you eaUV Wo heaU. So if WhaW¶V \oX, if \oX feel like he¶V
Va\ing that Wo \oX, I jXVW ZanW \oX Wo Va\ back Wo him±oXW loXd, TXieWl\ Wo \oXUVelf, oU
VilenWl\±´I ZanW iW Woo.´ So if \oX need Wo Va\ WhaW, Va\ iW. I¶ll giYe \oX a momenW oU WZo.

WiWh \oXU headV VWill boZed and e\eV VWill cloVed, I ZanW Wo jXVW Uead oYeU \oX a paVVage
fUom ReYelaWion 3, WhaW I Whink iV YeU\ UeleYanW foU WhiV momenW. ThiV iV ReYelaWion 3, Y.
20. JeVXV Walking, Va\V:

Here I am! I stand at the door and knock. If anyone hearV m\ Yoice and openV
Whe door, I Zill come in and eaW ZiWh WhaW perVon, and Whe\ ZiWh me. To the one
who is victorious, I will give the right to sit with me on my throne, just as I was
victorious and sat down with m\ FaWher on hiV throne. WhoeYer haV earV, leW
Whem hear ZhaW Whe SpiriW Va\V...

LeW¶V pUa\.
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