
 

The PURbleP ZiWh SZeaUiQg 
Good to see eYer\bod\ toda\. If \oX haYe a bible, go Zith me to the book of ​MattheZ, 
chapter 5 ​. If \oX¶re neZ, Ze are in a series Zalking throXgh the book of ​MattheZ ​. And 
cXrrentl\, Ze are in a section Zhere JesXs is discXssing Zhat life shoXld look like as a 
folloZer of JesXs in seYeral different arenas of life. So far he¶s discXssed ​moralit\​ and 
ethics, anger and interpersonal conflict, se[ and se[Xalit\±seYeral things that at least for 
a lot of people, are fairl\ front-and-center to hoZ Ze think aboXt life.  
 
BXt all that said, ​toda\¶s​ passage ​ is probabl\ one that Ze read and think, ³Xmmm...I¶m 
prett\ sXre this one doesn¶t appl\ to me.´ ​YoX and I probabl\ Zeren¶t in the driYe-thrX at 
StarbXcks this Zeek ​overcome ​ Zith gXilt oYer an oath that Ze sZore to oXr roommate or 
spoXse before Ze left home.​ That¶s jXst not a regXlar part of oXr life. And ​ma\be ​ to \oX, 
that¶s ​good news. ​Ma\be \oX didn¶t feel like \oX Zere doing so hot at µdo not get angr\¶ 
or µdo not lXst¶ the past tZo Zeeks, bXt toda\ \oX feel like \oX¶re nailing it. YoX¶re like, 
³Zell, I¶Ye sZorn right aroXnd ]ero ​oaths​ this Zeek, and \oX can¶t sZear them µfalsel\¶ if 
\oX don¶t sZear µem in the first place!´  
 
So ​to be sXre, on the sXrface ​, this section of JesXs¶ teaching doesn¶t seem immediatel\ 
releYant to most of Xs. BXt I think Zhat Ze¶re going to discoYer toda\ is it might be more 
releYant than it first appears. To be sXre, on some leYel, this ​specific​ ​expression ​of 
problem ​is ​XniqXe to JesXs¶ first centXr\ conte[t. BXt I think it has plent\ of Yer\ pointed 
things to teach Xs aboXt hoZ Ze go aboXt ​our​ liYes toda\. And Ze¶re going to get into all 
of that as Ze go along.  
 
So let¶s diYe in and take a look. FolloZ along Zith me, starting in Y. 33: 
 

[33] ³Again \ou have heard that it was said to those of old, µYou shall not ​swear 
falsel\ ​, but shall ​perform to the Lord​ what \ou have sworn.¶ 
 

So a little ​backgroXnd ​ is helpfXl here. In the Old Testament, people ZoXld sZear ​oaths to 
Yerif\ the aXthenticit\​ of something the\ said or promised. ​In ​our​ da\, Ze ZoXld be more 
likel\ to Xse something like a ​legal contract​. If \oX Zant someone to belieYe \oX can be 
trXsted ​toda\​, \oX draZ Xp a binding agreement, haYe a laZ\er sign off on the langXage, 
\oX or \oX and the other person sign it, and ma\be \oX eYen haYe it notari]ed±that¶s 
hoZ Ze ZoXld go aboXt it toda\.​ BXt ​ancient​ cXltXres Zere ​oral ​cXltXres: the\ operated 
far more often in ​verbal ​ agreements than ​written ​ ones. So there needed to be some Za\ 
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to ​verif\​ the reliabilit\ of those Yerbal agreements that people ZoXld make Zith each 
other. And to accomplish that, the\ often Xsed ​oaths.  
 
I knoZ that ​might seem sill\​ to ​us​. BXt if \oX reall\ think aboXt it, it's also sill\ that signing 
\oXr name in cXrsiYe on a piece of paper means more than jXst sa\ing \oX'll do 
something. It's jXst that ​our​ societ\ has decided that signing names in cXrsiYe ​means 
something. And ​their​ societ\ had decided that ​oaths​ meant something. 
 
And for some time, people had been ​inYoking ​God¶s​ name ​ in these oaths. In a highl\ 
religioXs cXltXre, God¶s name carried some ​weight​, so Xsing God¶s name in \oXr oath 
Zas a significant Za\ to reinforce it. And ​because ​ of that, there Zere all sorts of 
commands in the Old Testament aboXt hoZ, ​if \RX iQYRke GRd¶V QaPe iQ aQ RaWh, 
\RX had ​better be sure ​ WR ​follow through​ RQ iW.  BecaXse if \oX ​didn¶t​, \oX Zeren¶t jXst 1

trashing ​\our ​repXtation, \oX Zere trashing ​God¶s ​repXtation. ​Basicall\, God Zas like, ³if 
\oX Zant to be a shad\ person, do that Xnder \oXr oZn±don¶t get me and m\ name 
mi[ed Xp in it.​´  
 
And this is actXall\ a big part of Zhat it meant to ​³take God¶s name in Yain, ​́ if \oX¶Ye eYer 
heard that langXage before. ​GroZing Xp, I alZa\s thoXght that taking God¶s name in Yain 
Zas sa\ing things like ³oh m\ God.´ So then I started sa\ing ³oh m\ gosh,´ and Zas 
qXickl\ told I coXldn¶t sa\ that either becaXse ³gosh´ is jXst a sXbstitXte for ³God.´ And I 
think the Zord ³gah´ (like gah-lee) Zas oka\ bXt there Zere a lot of mi[ed reYieZs on that 
one. An\bod\ else groZ Xp hearing things like that? ​Oka\, so that¶s not e[actl\ Zhat ³do 
not take the Lord¶s name in Yain´ means, at least according to the bible.  
 
Reall\​, Zhat it meant​ Zas to ​QRW iQYRke GRd¶V QaPe aQd GRd¶V UeSXWaWiRQ iQWR 
VRPeWhiQg ​flippantl\ ​.​ And specificall\ for toda\¶s topic, ​QRW WR leYeUage hiV QaPe WR 
cover ​ fRU \RXU lack Rf WUXVWZRUWhiQeVV.​ It Zas a Yer\ serioXs thing to inYoke God¶s 
name in an oath, so there Zere lots of serioXs conseqXences for doing that, and then not 
folloZing throXgh on ZhateYer it Zas. 
 
BXt then here¶s ​Zhat started to happen ​. People kneZ that it Zas a graYe sin to take the 
Lord¶s name in an oath, especiall\ if \oX ended Xp not folloZing throXgh on it. So people 
started finding Za\s ​around ​it. The\ ZoXld still sZear oaths, bXt the\ ZoXldn¶t sZear b\ 
God. ​The\ ZoXld instead sZear b\ ³heaYen,´ or b\ the ³earth´ itself, or ma\be sZear b\ 
³JerXsalem´ (the ³hol\ cit\´ Zhere the temple Zas located). Sometimes people ZoXld 

1 E[odXs 20:7; LeYiticXs 19:12; NXmbers 30:2; and DeXteronom\ 5:11, 6:13, & 23:21-23, others. 
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eYen sZear ³b\ their oZn head.´ So ​SeRSle VWaUWed VZeaUiQg b\ all WheVe diffeUeQW 
WhiQgV WhaW ZeUe VWill ​significant​ (so the oaths had some ​weightiness​ to them), ​bXW 
becaXVe Whe\ ZeUeQ¶W ​God​ RU ​God¶s ​ ​name, ​WheUe ZeUeQ¶W Whe VaPe VeYeUe 
consequences ​ fRU bUeakiQg WhRVe RaWhV. ​I knoZ that all might seem a bit odd to Xs, 
bXt does it at least make sense?  
 
So that¶s Zhat people Zere doing. And so ​into ​ that, JesXs sa\s​ the folloZing. Picking it 
back Xp in Y. 34: 
 

[34] But I sa\ to \ou, ​Do not take an oath ​at​ ​all​, either b\ ​heaven​, for it is the 
throne of God, [35] or b\ the ​earth​, for it is his footstool, or b\ ​Jerusalem ​, for it is 
the cit\ of the great King. [36] And do not take an oath b\ \our ​head​, for \ou 
cannot make one hair white or black. 

  
So JesXs sa\s, ³he\ this ​Zhole s\stem is broken.​´ He sa\s ³​Whe SURbleP iVQ¶W acWXall\ 
jXVW WhaW \RX VZeaU RaWhV aQd dRQ¶W fRllRZ WhURXgh. The ​problem ​ iV WhaW \RX 
deceiYe each RWheU ​often enough​ WhaW \RX ​need​ RaWhV iQ Whe fiUVW Slace. ​And this 
pattern of dishonest\ and deception has led to creating this ​entire bi]arre s\stem​ Zhere 
\oX can make \oXrselYes ​appear ​honest, Zhile simXltaneoXsl\ aYoiding an\ of the 
negative ​ conseqXences of ​dishonest\​.´ JesXs calls that for e[actl\ for Zhat it is. 
 
And ​to e[pose hoZ sill\ this all is​, JesXs goes on to shoZ hoZ reall\, sZearing b\ an\ of 
those ​ things ​is still effectivel\ ​inYoking God¶s name. He sa\s don¶t sZear b\ ³heaYen,´ 
becaXse that¶s Zhere ​God is. ​Don¶t sZear b\ ³the earth,´ becaXse that¶s God¶s footstool. 
Don¶t sZear b\ JerXsalem, becaXse that¶s the hol\ cit\. And don¶t eYen sZear on \oXr 
³oZn head,´ becaXse \oX aren¶t in control of \oXr head either±God is! JesXs is sa\ing, 
effectiYel\, ³\oX think \oX¶re being cleYer b\ coming Xp Zith all these other things to 
sZear b\, bXt God is in charge of those things too, so that¶s not better.´ 
 
Instead ​, JesXs sa\s, ​here¶s​ Zhat \oX shoXld do. Look at Y. 37: 
 

[37] Let what \ou sa\ be simpl\ µYes¶ or µNo¶; an\thing more than this comes from 
evil. 

 
Instead, jXst be Zho \oX sa\ \oX are, do Zhat \oX sa\ \oX¶ll do, and no oaths of an\ 
t\pe are needed. B\pass the Zhole s\stem b\ liYing a life of integrit\ to begin Zith. Make 
sense? Oka\. So ​at this point \oX might be thinking ​, ³oka\ the ​passage ​ makes more 
sense ​ noZ, bXt I¶m still not seeing hoZ it applies to oXr liYes toda\. That¶s still all prett\ 
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foreign to me and hoZ I go aboXt m\ da\-to-da\.´ That¶s fair. So let me offer at least 
three Za\s that this might all appl\ to oXr liYes in the 21st centXr\. First... 

Tell iW like iW acWXall\ iV (RU ZaV). 
I think there¶s probabl\ ​a temptation in eYer\ single one of Xs​ to ​appear​ jXst a little bit 
better than Ze are. Ma\be Ze¶d ​like ​ to ​think​ Ze ZoXldn¶t eYer jXst go aroXnd telling 
bold-faced ​lies ​to people±becaXse that¶d be obYioXsl\ Zrong. BXt ma\be Ze haYe a 
habit of stretching the trXth a little. Embellishing for effect. Making oXrselYes look jXst a 
little more noble, a little more impressiYe, a little more interesting in hoZ Ze talk or tell 
stories aboXt oXrselYes.  
 
One ​constant​ Za\ this happens in oXr Zorld is Yia ​social media ​. Social media is the most 
ideal environment​ to tell it jXst a little bit better than it is. ​And I¶m jXst as gXilt\ of this as 
an\bod\.​ ​Like if \oX scroll throXgh m\ TZitter feed, \oX¶ll probabl\ see a lot of me getting 
to do semi-cool things in semi-cool locations Zith semi-cool people. YoX¶ll hear me 
talking a lot aboXt hoZ e[cited I am aboXt a teaching, or a series. YoX¶ll ​never ​read me 
sa\ing, ³toda\, got distracted this Zeek reading BX]]Feed articles and ran oXt of time to 
Zork on the teaching. Prett\ sXre this SXnda\ is going to sXck. See \¶all SXnda\ at 9:30 
or 11:30!´ ​BecaXse that¶s not Zhat Ze do. Social media is oXr ​highlight ​reel. 
 
BXt Zhat¶s more is that some of Xs ​take that approach to oXr ​lives​.​ For some of Xs, the 
Za\ Ze talk aboXt certain eYents in oXr liYes is one lifelong highlight reel. One perpetXal 
Instagram filter. ​So ma\be \oX find \oXrself recoXnting an interaction \oX had Zith 
somebod\ else earlier in the Zeek. And in that ​interaction ​, the other person got the best 
of Xs. BXt in hoZ Ze ​tell other people the stor\ ​of that interaction, Ze had the perfect 
thing to sa\, or the perfect come back, or the perfect one-liner. An\bod\ done that 
before? Or hoZ aboXt Zhen \oXr spoXse asks \oX Zh\ \oX didn¶t do that thing \oX Zere 
sXpposed to do (rXn that errand, Zash those dishes, take oXt the trash±ZhateYer it Zas). 
And \oX respond b\ e[plaining hoZ ​unbelievabl\ bus\​ \oXr da\ Zas. And in the stor\, 
instead of \oX haYing to sit in traffic on the Za\ home for ​fifteen ​minXtes (Zhich Zas 
Zhat ​actuall\ ​happened), it comes oXt of \oXr moXth as ​thirt\ ​or ​fort\-five ​minXtes. 
An\bod\ eYer foXnd themselYes doing something like ​that? ​Oka\ those ​t\pes of things 
ZoXld be inclXded in Zhat JesXs is Zarning against here.  
 
And Ze do this, right? We constantl\ make these ​tin\ little tZeaks to the trXth ​, these tin\ 
adjXstments to Zhat actXall\ happened, in order to make oXrselYes appear jXst a little 
better than Ze are. For some of Xs, Ze do it almost sXbconscioXsl\. Ma\be Ze eYen 
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jXstif\ it in oXr minds b\ telling oXrselYes that l\ing Zill lead to a better oXtcome than 
telling the trXth ZoXld. BXt I need \oX to see that that is the same core problem JesXs is 
Zarning against in this passage: people Zere sZearing on this and sZearing on that, and 
being dishonest, becaXse the\ Zere conYinced it ZoXld lead to a better oXtcome than if 
the\ didn¶t.  
 
So ​instead ​ of all that,​ as the people of JesXs, let¶s ​tell it like it actuall\ is, or was. ​Let¶s 
deYelop a habit of telling the trXth, eYen Zhen it makes Xs look a little sill\, or a little 
selfish, or a little Zrong. ​BecaXse that¶s Zhat¶s reall\ behind it all, right? We e[aggerate 
to better control Zhat other people think of Xs. ​So this Zeek, Zhen \oX catch \oXrself 
embellishing or e[aggerating, ma\be eYen stop in that moment and go ³I¶m sorr\±that¶s 
not actXall\ trXe. That¶s not Zhat actXall\ happened. What actXall\ happened Zas ​this.​´ 
It Zill be so incredibl\ aZkZard, and eYer\one inYolYed Zill be better off for it.  
 
That¶s the first Za\ this passage intersects oXr liYes toda\. Here¶s ​the second ​ Za\... 

HRQRU \RXU cRPPiWPeQWV ZheQeYeU SRVVible. 
JesXs sa\s to let \oXr ​\es be \es​, and \oXr no be no. He sa\s that ​iQ WheRU\, a fRllRZeU 
Rf JeVXV VhRXldQ¶W Qeed WR giYe aQ\WhiQg PRUe WhaQ hiV RU heU ​word.​ ​As a folloZer 
of JesXs, \oX shoXldn¶t need to inYoke promises or oaths or the name of God for people 
to belieYe \oX \oX¶ll do Zhat \oX sa\ \oX¶ll do. Or that \oX¶ll ​be ​Zhere \oX sa\ \oX¶ll ​be.  
 
Back in 2017 there Zas an ​article in the NeZ York Times​ b\ DaYid Brooks called ​The 
Golden Age of Bailing.  ​And I¶ll jXst be honest±it¶s a prett\ conYicting article, especiall\ 2

for people aroXnd m\ age and \oXnger. In the article, the aXthor makes the point that 
there has neYer been a time in oXr societ\¶s histor\ Zhen ³bailing´ on people and 
commitments has been more common than it is right noZ. I¶ll read \oX the opening 
paragraph: 
 

All across America people are deciding on Monda\ that it would be reall\ fantastic 
to go grab a drink with X on Thursda\. But then when Thursda\ actuall\ rolls 
around the\ reali]e it would actuall\ be more fantastic to go home, flop on the bed 
and watch Carpool Karaoke videos. So the\ send the bailing text or email: ³So 
sorr\! I¶m gonna have to flake on drinks tonight. Overwhelmed. M\ grandmother 
just got bubonic plague.«´ 
 

2 https://ZZZ.n\times.com/2017/07/07/opinion/the-golden-age-of-bailing.html 
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An\bod\ gotten a te[t like that? An\bod\ ​sent ​a te[t like that? Isn¶t this Zhat so man\ of 
Xs do? We sa\ \es to all these commitments, Ze commit to all these hangoXts Zith 
people, and \et ​VRPe Rf XV haYe QeYeU ​scheduled​ aQ eYeQW RQ RXU caleQdaU WhaW Ze 
aUeQ¶W ZilliQg WR ​bail​ RQ if Whe UighW PRRd hiWV XV.​ A lot of Xs pXt all those things on oXr 
calendar becaXse to Xs, the\¶re all ​h\pothetical ​ and can be cancelled at a moment¶s 
notice. And ma\be that seems like a Yer\ harmless, inconseqXential thing to do.  
 
BXt let me tell \oX Zh\ it matters. ​BelieYe iW RU QRW, a ​prerequisite ​fRU PeaQiQgfXl 
UelaWiRQVhiSV ​ iQ life iV ​commitment​.​ ​All other things being eqXal, ​Whe PRUe ​committed 
\RX aUe WR a fUieQdVhiS, Whe PRUe PeaQiQgfXl aQd beQeficial WhaW fUieQdVhiS Zill be. 
That¶s jXst the Za\ friendships Zork. Which means on the other hand, the more \oX are 
Zilling to ​bail ​ on relationships, the less likel\ \oX are to haYe man\ deep, meaningfXl 
relationships. The NeZ York Times again, for the kill here: 
 

There was a time, not long ago, when a social commitment was not regarded as a 
disposable Post-it note±when people took it as a matter of course that ​reliabilit\ 
is a core element of treating people well​, that ​how \ou spend \our time is 
how \ou spend \our life,​ ​and​ that ​(listen to this)​ ​if \ou don¶t flake on people 
who matter \ou have a chance to build deeper and better friendships and 
live in a better and more respectful wa\. 
 

The ​New York Times ​Zill preach ​ occasionall\ if \oX¶ll let it. ³If \oX don¶t flake on people, 
\oX haYe a chance to bXild deeper and better friendships and liYe in a better Za\.´ Do 
\oX see this? This is hoZ relationships Zork. This is hoZ ​character development ​in \oXr 
life Zorks. ​If all \RX eYeU dR iV bail RQ SeRSle aQd cRPPiWPeQWV, \RX Zill likel\ fiQd 
\RXUVelf iQ a SeUSeWXal ciUcle Rf VhallRZ UelaWiRQVhiSV, ​and stXnted personal groZth 
too. 
 
So in oXr chXrch, Ze probabl\ see this problem the clearest in the conte[t of ​oXr 
LifeGroXps​. We¶ll haYe someone join a LifeGroXp becaXse the\ reall\ Zant meaningfXl, 
deep, relationships Zith other folloZers of JesXs Zho can help them groZ and become 
more like JesXs. Which is great±that¶s precisel\ Zhat LifeGroXps are for. BXt then the\¶ll 
also Zant to Zait Xntil eYer\ Zeek at the last minXte to decide Zhether the\ feel like 
going to that LifeGroXp meeting or not. Which more often than not, leads to them te[ting 
at the last minXte and sa\ing ³sorr\ eYer\bod\, I¶m jXst reall\ tired toda\ and don¶t think I 
can make it. Toda\ Zas reall\ bXs\ and I jXst need a bit to rest.´  
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NoZ listen, ​I get it.​ Da\s can get bXs\. Life can be e[haXsting. And there ma\ be a da\ 
here or there Zhere \oX need to take an eYening to catch \oXr breath, and that is totall\ 
Xnderstandable. BXt I¶ll sa\ this: if that¶s a ​pattern ​ for \oX± ​if eYeU\ RWheU Zeek \RX¶Ue 
Va\iQg \RX had a bXV\ da\ RU \RX¶Ue WiUed, iW iV gRiQg WR be Ueall\ difficXlW fRU \RX 
WR haYe PeaQiQgfXl UelaWiRQVhiSV ZiWh RWheU fRllRZeUV Rf JeVXV.​ If all it takes for \oX 
to bail on \oXr LifeGroXp is being slightl\ more tired or bXs\ than XsXal, \oX ma\ be 
sXrprised to find oXt that those relationships remain prett\ shalloZ in \oXr life. BecaXse 
WR gURZ iQ deSWh aQd UelaWiRQal iQWiPac\ ZiWh RWheU SeRSle, WheUe haV WR be a 
UeaVRQable e[SecWaWiRQ WhaW \RX ZRQ¶W cRQVWaQWl\ bail RQ WheP aW a PRPeQW¶V 
QRWice.​ Which is Zh\ Ze need to to honor oXr commitments.  
 
NoZ, to that ma\be some of \oX are ​thinking, ³reall\? ​ µHonor \oXr commitments¶? That¶s 
Zhat Ze¶re talking aboXt in ​church ​?´ Ma\be to \oX, that feels Yer\ XnspiritXal in natXre. 
BXt here¶s Zh\ it¶s ​not: ​aW leaVW a lRW Rf Whe WiPe, if \RX haYe a ​habit​ Rf bailiQg RQ 
SeRSle, iW cRPeV dRZQ WR \RX caUiQg PRUe abRXW \RXU RZQ cRQYeQieQce aQd 
³fUeedRP,´ WhaQ \RX dR abRXW WheP.​ That, so mXch of the time, is Zhat driYes this 
tendenc\. And right here in the sermon on the moXnt, in jXst a coXple chapters, JesXs is 
going to sa\ that the sXmmar\ of all that Ze¶re called to as God¶s people is this: to ³loYe 
God...and ​love \our neighbor as \ourself.​´ ​AQd if \RX aUe UegXlaUl\ bailiQg RQ SeRSle, 
\RX aUeQ¶W lRYiQg \RXU QeighbRU aV \RXUVelf±\RX¶Ue lRYiQg WheP VigQificaQWl\ leVV 
WhaQ \RXUVelf.  
 
But​ if \RX¶Ue ZilliQg WR QRW RQl\ Pake cRPPiWPeQWV, bXW alVR WR ​honor ​WheP, WhaW¶V 
a gRRd Za\ WR dePRQVWUaWe \RX aUe aW leaVW aV cRPPiWWed WR RWheU SeRSle aV \RX 
aUe WR \RXUVelf.​ And Zhen that is trXe of Xs, Ze¶Ye got a real shot at lasting, meaningfXl, 
transformatiYe relationships Zith other people. So ​Zhether it¶s​ \oXr commitments to 
being present Zith \oXr LifeGroXp, or commitments to famil\, or commitments to friends 
or acqXaintances or colleagXes in \oXr life, do ZhateYer \oX can to ​honor​ those 
commitments. There Zill alZa\s be scenarios Zhere \oX ​have ​to cancel, and knoZ that 
that¶s oka\. BXt ZheneYer that¶s ​not​ the case, honor \oXr commitments. Make sense? 
 
Oka\, last one, and ​this one might be ​ a little ​controYersial« 

DRQ¶W XVe GRd aV cRYeU.  
Let me e[plain Zhat I mean b\ that. So ​remember from oXr passage ​, at the core of the 
problem Zas that people Zere inYoking the name of ​God ​ (or things ​related ​ to God) to 
coYer for their dishonest\. If the\ didn¶t think people ZoXld belieYe them, the\ ZoXld 
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sZear b\ God, or b\ JerXsalem, or b\ heaYen, or b\ the temple. It Zas a Za\ of 
b\passing ​ people¶s sXspicion b\ appealing to a common belief in God±essentiall\, Xsing 
God as ​cover​ for their dishonest\ or eYasiYeness. 
 
And Zhile it ma\ look a little different toda\, I actXall\ think this is ​something that still 
happens​ on a regXlar basis​. ​Think of all the times Christians throZ oXt ​phrases like ​ ​³God 
told me to«´ ​or​ ³God is leading me to«´ ​or​ ³I feel like God is sa\ing this to me«´ ​or one 
of m\ personal ​least​ faYorites,​ ³God opened a door«´.​  NoZ ​with ​this, let me first sa\, I 
sincerel\ hope ​ that Ze are ​all ​ listening to the Hol\ Spirit ​frequentl\​ and ​regularl\​ enoXgh 
to haYe him speak to Xs in Yer\ ​specific​ Za\s. I ​hope ​ Ze are regXlarl\ hearing him speak 
things to Xs aboXt hoZ Ze shoXld liYe and Zhat Ze shoXld do. The Hol\ Spirit is ​alive 
and he ​speaks​, and I belieYe he ​regularl\ ​leads people to do and sa\ ​specific​ ​things​. 
And if ​that¶s​ Zhat Ze mean Zhen Ze Xse phrases like that, to that I giYe a loXd ³\es and 
amen.´ AbsolXtel\. Keep on keepin¶ on.  
 
BXt ​that​ ​being ​said ​, ​I¶Ye been aroXnd the Christian ³block´ a time or tZo. And I can¶t help 
bXt notice that at least ​some ​of the time, Christians Xse phrases like ³God is telling me 
to«´ a little ​differentl\​ than that. ​IW¶V ​almost​ ​like ​ SeRSle XVe laQgXage like WhaW WR 
SUeface WhiQgV WhaW Whe\ jXVW ​personall\ ​ ​want ​WR dR.​ Sometimes, it seems like Zhat 
some Christians mean b\ ³God is telling me to do this,´ is ​³I¶Ye made Xp m\ mind and I 
don¶t Zant an\one to qXestion m\ decision. ​́ And ​sometimes​, I¶ll find that people sa\ that 
God is leading them to do things that don¶t reall\ seem all that consistent Zith Zho the 
ScriptXres sa\ God ​is​, at all. 
 
So I¶ll ​pick on pastors a bit first​. GroZing Xp in the chXrch, I alZa\s foXnd it interesting 
that ZheneYer a pastor ZoXld accept a job at a neZ chXrch, he ZoXld tell his ​existing 
chXrch that God Zas ³​calling ​ him to a neZ opportXnit\.´ And it Zas jXst cXrioXs to me 
that God neYer seemed to ³call´ pastors to neZ opportXnities at ​smaller​ chXrches that 
paid ​less​. The onl\ ³neZ opportXnities´ God called people to Zere ​bigger​ chXrches 
and/or ​higher​ salaries. That seems a little odd, right? BXt that one¶s ​not ​unique ​ to pastors 
either. I find not man\ people eYer e[perience God leading them to take a Zorse job at a 
loZer salar\. QXite freqXentl\, it¶s alZa\s the better compan\ Zith better pa\ and better 
benefits that people feel ³led b\ the Spirit´ to Zork for. And that¶s not all Zrong, for sXre. 
BXt it¶s also not alZa\s ​right.  
 
Or hoZ aboXt Zhen people pla\ the ​³God card ​́ in romantic relationships? We¶Ye got a 
good man\ single people in oXr chXrch±I¶m assXming some of \oX ma\ haYe 
e[perienced this? ​ ​The ³GRd caUd´ iV ZheQ VRPeRQe iQYRkeV Whe QaPe Rf GRd iQ 
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eQWeUiQg iQWR (RU e[iWiQg) a URPaQWic UelaWiRQVhiS.​ I kneZ a gX\ back in college Zho 
ZoXld ​ask girls out ​b\ sa\ing ³God told me I¶m sXpposed to ask \oX oXt.´ One time he 
tried that in a coffee shop, and had the Zoman respond b\ going ³oh ZoZ, thank \oX for 
sharing that Zith me±if \oX coXld jXst hang tight for a bit, m\ hXsband is going to be 
meeting me here in a feZ minXtes, and I¶m sXre he¶d loYe to hear Zhat God is speaking 
to \oX latel\.´ What an ​ama]ing ​response that Zas​.  
 
BXt it¶s ​not jXst men ​ that do this. ​Ladies​±I¶Ye heard on qXite a feZ occasions that \oX 
ma\ haYe Xsed the God card as Zell, ma\be eYen to get ​out ​of a dating relationship? 
NoZ, I¶m not sa\ing that¶s neYer Yalid±God can ​absolutel\​ speak to \oX aboXt needing to 
end a dating relationship. BXt here¶s the thing: if all \oX actXall\ mean is ³I don¶t ​want​ to 
be in the relationship an\more,´ don¶t jXst tack God¶s name onto that as a smokescreen. 
And especiall\ if there are ​specific reasons ​\oX feel like it¶s not a health\ relationship, or 
that the gX\ isn¶t a health\ gX\ to be in a relationship ​with, ​it might actXall\ be helpfXl for 
\oX to ​tell him​ some of those things in breaking Xp Zith him. Those are opportXnities to 
help him groZ as a hXman being and a folloZer of JesXs that coXld be ​helpful ​to him in 
the fXtXre.  
 
One more. There Zas a gX\ I kneZ Zho Zas regXlarl\ tempted to hook Xp Zith girls he 
met on ​Tinder​. ThankfXll\, he Zas sXper transparent aboXt it Zith his LifeGroXp, and 
the\ regXlarl\ checked in Zith him aboXt it. BXt one da\, oXt of noZhere, he annoXnced 
to his LifeGroXp that a position had opened Xp Zith his compan\ in another cit\, and that 
he Zas going to take the job. The strange thing Zas that it Zasn¶t a better job, or eYen a 
better ​pa\ing ​ job, it Zasn¶t eYen that cool of a cit\, and he didn¶t knoZ an\bod\ there. 
BXt in telling his LifeGroXp aboXt it, he said it reall\ jXst felt like ³God Zas opening a 
door.´ Long stor\ short, he moYed to take the job, and Zithin months of moYing, called 
his LifeGroXp leader and said that he Zas reall\ strXggling becaXse he had hooked Xp 
Zith oYer a do]en girls that he met on Tinder, and one of them tXrned oXt to be a minor. 
So tXrns oXt, Zhether he reali]ed or not, the draZ to the neZ cit\ had a lot to do Zith him 
being able to hide reall\ Zell there. 
 
So here¶s m\ point: ​I¶d alPRVW be iQcliQed WR WhiQk ​ WhaW ​some ​SeRSle Va\ WhiQgV like 
³GRd WRld Pe WR«´ WR aYRid beiQg ​challenged​ RQ ZhaWeYeU Whe\¶Ue abRXW WR dR. 
And the problem is that Zhen Ze ​do ​ that, Ze often short circXit hearing the ​actual ​Yoice 
of God throXgh people in oXr life that care aboXt Xs. And ​RfWeQ, RYeU WiPe, Ze Zill 
begiQ VWUXggliQg WR heaU Whe ​actual ​YRice Rf Whe HRl\ SSiUiW iQ RXU liYeV, becaXVe Ze 
haYe VR cRQfXVed hiP iQ RXU PiQdV ZiWh Whe YRice Rf RXU RZQ deViUeV aQd 
lRQgiQgV.  
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And again±I belieYe that ​sometimes God reall\ does ³open doors´ for Xs.​ ​Absolutel\ ​he 
does. Sometimes he proYides Xs Zith opportXnities, and sometimes the\ reall\ are ​good 
opportXnities. ​Sometimes,​ God Zill eYen lead \oX to do things that happen to rXn parallel 
to the ​good ​desires and longings and passions that \oX haYe.  
 
BXt ​don¶t Xse God as ​cover​ to jXst do ZhateYer \oX Zant, and keep other people from 
challenging an\ of it. Don¶t Xse God as some sort of ​trump card ​ to jXstif\ disregarding 
the Yoice of other Spirit-filled people in \oXr life. ​If GRd Ueall\ iV ​calling​ \RX WR dR 
VRPeWhiQg​±to moYe someZhere, to be in or oXt of a relationship± ​WheQ RWheU HRl\ 
SSiUiW-filled SeRSle iQ \RXU life Zill be able WR helS \RX ​confirm ​ WhaW GRd iV Va\iQg 
WhaW.​ BXt if \oX think \oX¶re the onl\ person Zho can hear clearl\ from God aboXt \oXr 
life, \oX ma\ haYe confXsed the Yoice of God Zith \oXr oZn arrogance and selfishness.  
 
So ​in sXmmar\​: ​Well iW like iW iV,​ ​hRQRU \RXU cRPPiWPeQWV ZheQeYeU SRVVible,​ ​and 
dRQ¶W XVe GRd aV cRYeU.​ ​Three Za\s that I think JesXs¶ teaching on sZearing oaths 
directl\ impacts the Za\ Ze condXct oXr liYes toda\.  
 
BXt as Ze Zrap Xp, Ze need to ansZer ​one last, Yer\ ​important​ qXestion ​. And it¶s this: 
Zh\ dR Ze lie?​ ​What prompts Xs to e[aggerate the trXth and misrepresent realit\? 
What inspires Xs to make commitments that Ze knoZ Ze haYe no intention of keeping, 
and l\ing aboXt Zh\ Ze bailed ​on ​them​? ​ What leads Xs to Xse God as coYer for oXr 
decisions instead of e[plaining oXr ​actual ​motiYations behind them? Wh\ do Ze ​do ​all of 
that in the first place? 
 
Well Ze¶Ye ​alread\ hinted at it​, bXt I think it comes doZn to ​one Zord: ​feaU ​.​ ​We lie 
becaXVe Ze feaU Whe UeVXlWV Rf WelliQg Whe WUXWh.​ BecaXse Ze knoZ the trXth might 
make people think differentl\ and negatiYel\ aboXt Xs. If people kneZ Zhat Ze actXall\ 
felt, Zhat Ze actXall\ thoXght, the\ might not like Xs or accept Xs. If Ze jXst said ³no´ to 
the commitments Ze knoZ Ze Zon¶t be able to keep, people might think Ze don¶t like 
them or that Ze¶re stXck-Xp. If Ze jXst said ³the reason I Zant to moYe is becaXse I don¶t 
like being knoZn b\ people and jXst Zant to do Zhat I Zant,´ people might think ill of Xs 
as a resXlt. ​The UeaVRQ Ze lie, PRVW Rf Whe WiPe, iV ​fear. 
 
So ​Zhat is the solXtion ​ to ​fear​? That¶s an eas\ one: ​love. ​BXt not jXst ​an\​ loYe± ​perfect 
loYe. Look Zith me at 1 John 4, Y. 18: 
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There is no fear in love, but perfect love casts out fear. For fear has to do with 
punishment, and whoever fears has not been perfected in love.  
 

So Zhen \oX encoXnter ​perfect love ​± ​the t\pe of loYe that accepts \oX jXst as \oX are 
and does not change its opinion of \oX based on knoZing the trXth±that t\pe of loYe 
casts out​ fear. It creates a safe space for honest\, becaXse there¶s not a fear of Zhat Zill 
happen as a resXlt of that honest\.  
 
Can \oX imagine ​ Zhat it ZoXld feel like if none of Xs felt like Ze had to pretend to be 
someone Ze aren¶t? If Ze didn¶t constantl\ make decisions based on Zhat other people 
might think aboXt Xs? ​CaQ \RX iPagiQe aQ eQYiURQPeQW ZheUe VR PaQ\ Rf XV aUe 
cRQYiQced WhaW RXU UighWeRXVQeVV cRPeV fURP JeVXV, WhaW Ze QR lRQgeU feel Whe 
SUeVVXUe WR ​prove ​RXU UighWeRXVQeVV WR each RWheU WhURXgh e[aggeUaWiRQ aQd 
ePbelliVhPeQW?​ Does that not soXnd ​freeing ​?  
 
JesXs sa\s ​that enYironment is possible ​ throXgh his people. So Zithin a commXnit\ of 
folloZers of JesXs, there can be honest\ becaXse there is no longer ​fear ​associated Zith 
that honest\. So ​WR eUadicaWe feaU fURP RXU cRPPXQiW\, Ze Qeed WR leaUQ WR lRYe 
each RWheU like WhaW. 
 
BXt most ​importantl\​, look at ​Zhere the abilit\ to loYe ​ like that ​comes from,​ in Y. 19: 
 

We love because ​he first loved us. 
 

JXst a ​handfXl of Yerses earlier,​ 1 John is going to sa\ that ​lRYe iV VhRZQ iQ GRd 
VeQdiQg JeVXV iQWR Whe ZRUld WR die fRU RXU ViQV.​ That is trXe, perfect loYe. And Zhen 
\oX Xnderstand that, \oX start to learn ​from ​that hoZ to loYe ​others ​the same Za\. And 
as Ze all learn to do that, Ze ​all ​ start to see that Ze don¶t need to lie or misrepresent to 
manage people¶s perception of Xs. We don¶t haYe to liYe in fear of Zhat people Zill think 
if the\ knoZ Zhat reall\ happened, Zho Ze reall\ are. None of that has to control Xs an\ 
longer, becaXse \oX haYe encoXntered and haYe access to a ​perfect ​kind of loYe.  
 
And b\ ​being a commXnit\​ ​built on ​ the loYe of JesXs, Ze can be people Zho ​rela\​ that 
perfect loYe to each other. We can create an enYironment Zhere Ze don¶t operate oXt of 
fear±managing each other¶s perception of Xs. We can liYe into and oXt of complete 
transparenc\, becaXse ​we¶ve been perfected b\ the love of Jesus​. That¶s Zhere it all 
starts. 
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So I¶d loYe for Xs to pra\ this morning and ask the Spirit to ​make that more and more 
trXe of Xs.​ Let¶s pra\. 
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