
IW WaV FRU YRX
Toda\, followers of Jesus all around the world get together to commemorate, and even
ceOebUaWe that a man was executed over 2,000 \ears ago. BUXWaOO\ executed, in fact. Wh\
LV that, exactl\? What is it about the death of a first centur\ working class, Middle
Eastern man that PaWWeUV to \ou and I toda\? And more than that±matters for people all
around the globe, toda\? What makes Good Frida\ JRRd eQRXJK, to celebrate? That¶s
the question I want us to explore together tonight.

So I¶ll give \ou the VKRUW version of the answer first, and then we¶ll spend the remainder
of our time exploring the ORQJ version. The short version is that it wasn¶t just about his
death±it was about what was accomplished WKURXJK his death. It wasn¶t just that he
died±it was that he died fRU us. Theologians have called Jesus¶ death on the cross
VXbVWLWXWLRQaU\: meaning that he died, in RXU place. That¶s what makes Good Frida\
good. Romans 3, verses 23-25 put it like this:

FRU WKeUe LV QR dLVWLQcWLRQ: fRU all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God,
aQd aUe MXVWLfLed b\ KLV JUace aV a JLfW, WKURXJK WKe UedePSWLRQ WKaW LV LQ CKULVW
JeVXV, whom God put forward as a propitiation b\ KLV bORRd, WR be UeceLYed b\
faLWK. TKLV ZaV WR VKRZ GRd'V ULJKWeRXVQeVV, becaXVe LQ KLV dLYLQe fRUbeaUaQce Ke
Kad passed over fRUPeU VLQV.

The stor\ of the bible is that we±ever\ single one of us have VLQQed. We have each
fallen short. MRVW of us have fallen short of even the t\pes of people Ze cOaLP to be. But
aOO of us have fallen short of the t\pes of people GRd Pade us to be. And in falling short,
we have each caused considerable harm and hurt to ourselves, to others, to creation,
and most of all, to God himself. The realit\ is that no one sins in a vacuum. Ever\ sin
carries with it lasting repercussions and collateral damage to the world around us, even
when we don¶t think it does. And left on our own, we will cRQWLQXe to cause that sort of
damage.

But that at the same time, what we remember tonight is that God has QRW just left us on
our own. He VeQW JeVXV WR be (in the words of Romans 3 and other places) Whe
propitiation for RXU ViQV, RQ RXU behalf. Now m\ guess is that SURSLWLaWLRQ is probabl\
not a word \ou used in casual conversation earlier toda\. It¶s a ver\ technical, theological
word. At its core, it operates out of the understanding that \ou and I are deserving of
some sort of ZUaWK because of our sins. Propitiation has to do with the ZUaWK of God.
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Now, it wasn¶t too long ago that I would have to spend a lot of time XQSacNLQJ an idea
like wrath whenever I brought it up. People would just be immediatel\ UeSeOOed b\ that
idea±that God might have ZUaWK at all, and especiall\ have wrath towards people. And
while the idea of a wrathful GRd might still be a difficult concept for some, I don¶t think
ZUaWK RQ LWV RZQ is difficult for us to understand at all. Wrath is actuall\ eYeU\ZKeUe in our
societ\ toda\.

If \ou take one quick look at social media or the news, \ou¶ll find ZUaWK being expressed
eYeU\ZKeUe. PeRSle aUe cRQVWaQWl\ e[SUeVViQg WheiU XQfilWeUed Uage WRZaUdV all Whe
WhiQgV WhaW they think aUe Whe SURblemV ZiWh Whe ZRUld. You¶ll find ZUaWK from the Left
towards the Right, (\ou¶ll find) wrath from the RLJKW towards the LefW. Wrath from PeQ
towards ZRPeQ and wrath from ZRPeQ towards PeQ. Wrath from the religious towards
the LUUeOLJLRXV, wrath from LUUeOLJLRXV towards the religious. Wrath from one religious
tradition towards RWKeU religious traditions. If \ou¶re pa\ing attention, \ou will see ZUaWK
towards an\ number of things, from an\ number of sources. WUaWK is actuall\ a regular
occurence in our world.

We aV hXmaQ beiQgV aUe aware Rf eYeU\WhiQg WhaW iV ZURQg ZiWh RXU ZRUld, maQ\
Rf XV aUe RXWUaged by iW, aQd in that wrath, Ze demand WhaW VRmeWhiQg be dRQe
abRXW all Rf WhaW. That, in a nutshell, is what wrath is. It¶s a dePaQd that people be held
accountable for their actions. IW¶V a cU\ fRU SeRSle WR haYe WR pay for ZhaW Whe\¶Ye
dRQe. We want something to be done about the things we are mad about. We want to
take it all out on someone. Whether we want to take it out on them ph\sicall\, legall\, or
just emotionall\ and verball\±we demand that something be done. We want someone,
somehow, to make it right. And things ZLOO QRW be oka\ within us until that happens. Until
our ZUaWK is satisfied.

So m\ question for \ou is this: if Ze are angr\ and dissatisfied with ever\thing Ze Vee as
broken and unjust about our world, doesn¶t GRd have a right to be angr\ about the sin
that caXVeV all of that? DReV iW Ueall\ make VeQVe WhaW Ze WhiQk our aQgeU iV justified
aQd his iVQ¶W? The stor\ of the bible is that GRd too has wrath. Romans 1:19 reads:

FRU WKe wrath of God LV revealed fURP KeaYeQ aJaLQVW aOO XQJRdOLQeVV aQd
XQULJKWeRXVQeVV Rf PeQ, ZKR b\ WKeLU XQULJKWeRXVQeVV VXSSUeVV WKe WUXWK.

Now, ma\be some of us flinch at the mention of a ³wrathful´ God because Ze¶Ye been
told that ³God is ORYe.´ And that¶s true. But God¶s wrath is not aW RddV with his love. You
see lRYe±at least UeaO love±acWXall\ necessitates ZUaWh. If \ou ORYe something, \ou are

2



going to instinctivel\ KaWe an\thing that threatens what \ou love. If we love someRQe or
someWKLQJ, we automaticall\ KaWe an\thing that threatens that person or that thing. We
love our friends and famil\, and therefore we KaWe things like Covid and cancer that
threaten to harm them. If \ou love Seace, \ou will hate YLROeQce. If \ou love MXVWLce, \ou
will hate LQMXVWLce. This is just what love ORRNV like. LRYiQg anything Zill caXVe \RX WR
haYe VWURQg, emRWiRQal UeacWiRQV WR ZhaWeYeU WhUeaWeQV WhRVe WhiQgV. As the
well-known sa\ing goes, ³the opposite of love is QRW KaWe, it¶s LQdLffeUeQce.´

So, here¶s the stor\ of the bible: God ORYeV the world. That includes the world LWVeOf, it
includes the wa\ he designed things to fXQcWLRQ in the world, aQd it includes the people LQ
the world. GRd loves Whe ZRUld. AQd becaXVe he lRYeV Whe ZRUld, he correctly haV
wrath WRZaUdV aQ\WhiQg WhaW WhUeaWeQV WR harm WhaW ZRUld. Because God ORYeV
justice, he KaWeV injustice. Because God ORYeV people made in his image, he KaWeV
things like UacLVP that deQ\ the image of God in people. Because God ORYeV health\,
whole, functioning human beings, he KaWeV the sin that turns us into selfish, greed\,
cruel, and cRUUXSW human beings. GRd haV wrath SUeciVel\ because he haV true lRYe.

Now that said, there aUe some ver\ significant dLffeUeQceV between our anger and God¶s.
One of them is that God¶s anger is VORZ. In Exodus 34, the first place in the bible where
God explicitl\ describes what he¶s like to human beings, it sa\s that he is ³slow to anger.´
He¶s not hot-headed, he¶s not quick-tempered like we often are±he doesn¶t fire off a
passive-aggressive tweet at the blink of an e\e like we often do. GRd iV RQl\ aQgU\ aW
e[acWl\ Whe UighW WhiQgV aQd iQ SUeciVel\ Whe UighW SURSRUWiRQ, aW e[acWl\ Whe UighW
Wime. He¶s not angr\ at an\thing and ever\thing that inconveniences him or bothers him.
He¶s not out ORRNLQJ for things, VeeNLQJ RXW things to be offended b\ like we are. He¶s
VORZ to become angr\. That¶s one significant wa\ that God¶s anger is different than ours.

Another is that God’s aQgeU iV eQWiUel\ unbiased. God is not VeOecWLYe in the t\pes of
people he is angr\ at and thinks are the problem±he thinks we aOO are the problem.
Sometimes in RXU RZQ anger, we have this tendenc\ to believe that the problem is
somewhere ³out there.´ ³We¶re the good gu\s,´ we think, ³and the problem is the bad
gu\s out there doing RWKeU stuff.´ The problem is Republicans. The problem is
Democrats. The problem is m\ circumstances, m\ upbringing. The problem is m\
parents¶ generation. The problem is the generation afWeU mine. Right?! It¶s alwa\s
somewhere RXW WKeUe. We aUe abVRlXWel\ tireless iQ RXU effRUWV WR lRcaWe Whe SURblem
VRmeZheUe±anywhere–out there.
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But God knows much better. You see, he knows that the problem isn¶t RXW WKeUe at all±it¶s
actuall\ LQ ever\ single human heart. The problem isn¶t in WKRVe people, it¶s in XV. Ever\
single RQe of us. The things that we hate±the greed, the selfishness, the injustice, the
entitlement, the prejudice±aOO Rf LW starts in KeUe. Aleksandr Sol]henits\n, a Russian
novelist, put it this wa\:

If RQO\ WKeUe ZeUe evil people somewhere LQVLdLRXVO\ cRPPLWWLQJ eYLO deedV, aQd
LW ZeUe QeceVVaU\ RQO\ WR VeSaUaWe WKeP fURP WKe UeVW Rf XV aQd deVWUR\ WKeP. (If
onl\ we could do that, right?) BXW the line dividing good and evil cuts through
the heart of every human being. AQd ZKR LV ZLOOLQJ WR deVWUR\ a SLece Rf KLV RZQ
KeaUW?

You have to know that the things we are angr\ about in the world aren¶t just RXW WKeUe,
the\¶re LQ KeUe. IQ RWheU ZRUdV, WheUe WUXl\ aUeQ¶W bad SeRSle aQd gRRd SeRSle.
TheUe aUe bad SeRSle aQd JeVXV, ZhR came WR VaYe Whem all.

You see, God¶s anger is dLffeUeQW than ours in quite a number of wa\s. But one VLPLOaULW\
is that GRd¶V aQgeU, like RXUV, alVR cUieV RXW fRU VRmeWhiQg WR be done about iW.
SRmeWhiQg mXVW be dRQe abRXW Whe WhiQgV WhaW God iV aQgU\ abRXW. And the word
the bible uses for what must be done is the word aWRQePeQW. Now, aWRQePeQW also might
be an ancient-sounding ZRUd, but it¶s actuall\ a ver\ practical, common-sense t\pe of
concept. In life, whenever a wrong occurs, in an\ setting, aWRQePeQW must alwa\s be
made, whether we use that language to refer to it or not.

For example, imagine that I let \ou borrow m\ car. And while \ou¶re driving m\ car,
\ou¶re not pa\ing attention, and \ou wreck it, and m\ car is no longer driveable as a
result. Now to make things right, one of two things has to happen. Theologicall\
speaking, aWRQePeQW has to be made. One wa\ it could happen is that \RX could Sa\ for
the damage to m\ car±that¶d be \RX atoning for the damage. In other words, UeVWLWXWLRQ:
\ou pa\ me back for the damage that \ou caused. That¶s one thing that could happen.
Another thing could happen is that I could sa\ ³\ou know what, I fRUJLYe \ou, so I¶OO pa\
for the damages. I¶ll pa\, so that \ou don¶t have to.´ And the word for that, theologicall\ is
SURSLWLaWLRQ. It¶s me aWRQLQJ for the damage on \our behalf.

And WKaW¶V the wa\ the bible sa\s our VLQ is atoned for, via SURSLWLaWLRQ. PURSiWiaWiRQ iV
GRd aWRQiQg fRU RXU ViQV, RQ RXU behalf. And here¶s wh\: LQ the situation we find
ourselves in with GRd, UeVWLWXWLRQ simpl\ will not work. It¶s not as if we could just sit down
and make a list of all the wa\s that we have sinned against God and against others, all
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the wa\ back to when we were born. That wouldn¶t even be SRVVLbOe for us to do, and
even if it ZaV, how could we ever begin to pa\ God back for that mountain of wrongs?
We would spend the rest of our life tr\ing, and still come up short. But one wa\ or
another, there must be aWRQePeQW.

So what God does instead is sends Jesus to aWRQe for sin on our behalf. He makes
Jesus our SURSLWLaWLRQ. We see this throughout the New Testament, alwa\s referring to
Jesus¶ death on the cross. What Jesus¶ death was about was him being the SURSLWLaWLRQ
for our sins. About him becoming the aWRQePeQW that Ze couldn¶t offer. Isaiah 53
describes it:

[4] SXUeO\ Ke KaV bRUQe our griefs aQd caUULed our sorrows; \eW Ze eVWeePed
KLP VWULcNeQ, VPLWWeQ b\ GRd, aQd affOLcWed. [5] BXW he was pierced for our
transgressions; Ke ZaV cUXVKed fRU our iniquities; XSRQ KLP ZaV WKe
cKaVWLVePeQW WKaW bURXJKW XV Seace, aQd ZLWK KLV ZRXQdV Ze aUe KeaOed. [6] AOO
Ze OLNe VKeeS KaYe JRQe aVWUa\; Ze KaYe WXUQed²eYeU\ RQe²WR KLV RZQ Za\;
aQd the Lord has laid on him WKe LQLTXLW\ Rf XV aOO.

Isaiah, speaking hundreds of \ears before Jesus died on the cross, is describing both
vividl\ and theologicall\ what would happen on the cross. It sa\s that on the cross,
Jesus bore RXU griefs and our sorrows. He was pierced for RXU transgression. Ever\thing
that happened to Jesus was him aWRQLQJ for RXU sin. It was KLP making right the wrong
that Ze caused. It was KLP receiving the justice and judgment Ze deserved.

That¶s the heart of propitiation: God subjecting KLPVeOf to the wrath that Ze deserved.
God did not hold back the justice and the judgment that was due us, but in a twist no one
saw coming, Ke KLPVeOf chose to endure it. That is how we can look at the gor\, brutal
execution of a man two thousand \ears ago and ever, in a million \ears, be able to sa\
that it is ³good.´ Because it wasn¶t just an\ deaWK±it was a death fRU us.

BefRUe he took his last breath on the cross, the gospel of John tells us that Jesus cries
out the words, ³it is finished.´ Now, most of us who follow Jesus attribute that language
exclusivel\ to him at the cross, but what¶s interesting is that that phrase wasn¶t XQLTXe to
JeVXV. There have actuall\ been tax records and various bills unearthed from around
that time period, with that same exact phrase written on them: ³it is finished.´ Back then,
when \ou would pa\ off a bill or submit a tax pa\ment, the\ would stamp those words on
top of \our record as a wa\ of sa\ing ³this is done, this is paid for.´ So what Jesus meant
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when he cried out those words on the cross was that he had SaLd our debt. He had
aWRQed for it±it was finished.

So I¶m sure \ou¶ve heard people who often ask questions like, ³if God exists, wh\
doesn¶t he do something about evil? If God exists, wh\ is there so much injustice? If God
exists, wh\ does he let evil people get awa\ with such horrible things?´ But iQ Whe cURVV
aQd Whe eYeQWV leadiQg XS WR iW, Ze Vee precisely hRZ mXch GRd haWeV ViQ, eYil,
aQd iQjXVWice. We see precisel\ how opposed to it he is. And we see just how
determined he is to do something about it.

But in the cross, we also see God addUeVV injustice in a wa\ that onl\ Ke himself could
orchestrate. In the cross, God turns all the forces of evil back inwards on themselves.
You see, Jesus¶ death, at a VXUface level, simpl\ happened because all the unjust people
and s\stems of his da\ aligned against him. The h\pocritical religious elite. The cruel,
power-hungr\ Roman government. And the public onlookers, man\ of them complicit in
the whole process. All of these various parts of societ\ together put Jesus to death b\
their corruption and injustice.

But in a jarring twist, JeVXV harnesses all WheiU iQjXVWice aQd ZieldV iW agaiQVW iWVelf.
He makeV WheiU ViQ iWV RZQ demRQVWUaWiRQ Rf jXVW hRZ mXch he despises iW all. He
shows the world just how disgusting and broken sin is, b\ letting it nail his bod\ to a
cross. He WXUQV eYil aQd iQjXVWice back RQ iWVelf. IURQicall\, Whe ZRUld¶V own sin
became Whe meaQV b\ Zhich JeVXV atoned for WheiU ViQ. He XVeV eYil agaiQVW iWVelf.
That is part of what makes Good Frida\ so ver\ Good.

And in the cross, we see vividl\ Whe length to which Jesus goes WR demRQVWUaWe hiV
lRYe fRU XV. There¶s a lot of talk about ORYe these da\s±how we all just need to love each
another more, how the world just needs a little more ORYe in its midst. And I agree. But I
can¶t help but think that when we sa\ things like that, we¶re defining love a lot cKeaSeU
than Jesus defined it. To Jesus, love isn¶t just feeling pleasant feelings towards someone
being kind to them. To Jesus, lRYe iV Whe length to which you will go WR SXW Whe gRRd
Rf aQRWheU abRYe \RXUVelf. IW¶V Whe degUee WR Zhich \RX Zill VXffeU for aQRWheU
SeUVRQ¶V good. Jesus sa\s in the gospel of John ³greater love has no one than this:
than to la\ down one¶s life for their friends.´ And if Whe cross iV hRZ JeVXV gaYe XS hiV
life, hRZ great iV hiV lRYe fRU XV?

And what we¶re here to remember tonight is just that: that he did all of that fRU us. It
wasn¶t just that Jesus died±it was that he died fRU us. On RXU behalf. To aWRQe for our
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sins. To be our SURSLWLaWLRQ. IW¶V Whe beVW QeZV WhaW WhiV ZRUld haV eYeU heaUd. AQd iW¶V
iQcUedibl\ gRRd QeZV for XV.

Tonight, we¶re here simpl\ to remember and celebrate that realit\. To take a long hard
look at the cross and all that was accomplished there. And then to take a long, hard look
at our own lives and ask ourselves if we¶ve received that realit\. YRX Vee iW¶V RQe WhiQg
WR XQdeUVWaQd ZhaW haSSeQed aW Whe cURVV aV aQ idea, a concept. IW¶V aQRWheU WhiQg
alWRgeWheU WR liYe each aQd eYeU\ da\ iQ Whe Zake Rf ZhaW haSSeQed WheUe. So it¶s a
good night to celebrate, and as we do that to investigate. It¶s a good night to la\ all of our
sins at the feet of the crucified Jesus. Because he has made it possible for us to do just
that.

Ɣ Ma\be \RX¶Ue heUe WRQighW aQd \RXU WeQdeQc\ iV WR downplay \RXU ViQ. You
think of it as just a character flaw, or a small shortcoming, or just something \ou¶re
working on, but not to think of it as an offense against God. But that is in essence
to sa\ that Jesus going to the cross wasn¶t necessar\ for \ou. That at the end of
the da\, \ou could¶ve figured it out on \our own. It beOLWWOeV the cross.

Ɣ Ma\be \RX¶Ue heUe WRQighW aQd \RXU WeQdeQc\ iV WR be overcome b\ \RXU ViQ.
Ma\be \ou think it¶s all too dark, too serious, too constant to ever not completel\
define \our life. But WKaW is in essence to sa\ that what Jesus went through on the
cross wasn¶t eQRXJK for \ou, that it wasn¶t adeTXaWe to grant \ou freedom and
new life out of \our sin.

The realit\ is that aV a fRllRZeU Rf JeVXV, \RX caQ make RQe Rf WZR eUURUV: \RX caQ
igQRUe \RXU sin, RU \RX caQ igQRUe your savior. You can pretend \our sin isn¶t reall\
all that bad, or \ou can pretend that \our sin is WKe WKLQJ that defines \ou. But what I¶m
telling \ou tonight is that the cross gives \ou something better than either of those. Both
of those are wa\s of looking right SaVW the incredible realit\ of the cross. Tonight, instead,
I want us to look right aW the cross, and allow it to change us from the inside out.

Let me pra\ for us.
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