
SLQgOeQeVV & Whe GORU\ Rf GRd 
Good Wo see eYer\bod\ Whis morning. If \oX haYe a bible, go ZiWh me Wo ​MaWWheZ 19 ​. 
Toda\, Whe plan, as man\ of \oX alread\ knoZ, is Wo Walk a biW aboXW ​VLQJOHQHVV. ​One 
reason for WhaW is WhaW Woda\ is ​ValenWine¶s Da\​±Whe holida\ specificall\ inYenWed Wo 
H[FOXGH ​ single people. BXW Whe oWher, beWWer reason for WhaW is WhaW oXr chXrch is made Xp 
of ​a loW of single ​SHRSOH ​.​ I don¶W knoZ if \oX¶Ye noWiced WhaW or noW. ​(​VRPH ​ of Whe single 
people are like ³I haYe indeed noWiced WhaW±WhaW¶s Zh\ I¶m here. The pool is bigger.´) ​BXW 
as of oXr lasW coXnW, aboXW 56% of oXr LifeGroXp members and appro[imaWel\ 60% of oXr 
SXnda\ GaWhering aWWendance is made Xp of single people.  
 
And Ze¶re graWefXl Wo haYe so man\ single folks in oXr chXrch, in parW becaXse ​b\ aQd 
OaUge, Whe ​APeULcaQ ChXUch dReV QRW dR Whe beVW MRb​ ZeOcRPLQg aQd LQcOXdLQg 
VLQgOe SeRSOe.​ ​NaWionZide ​, ​Whe aYerage nXmber of single folks in an\ giYen chXrch is 
onl\ ​23% ​.​1​ ​ConWrasW WhaW ZiWh Whe ​QaWLRQaO ​ ​SHUFHQWaJH, ​Zhere ​single people make Xp aW 
leasW 51% of Whe U.S. popXlaWion (and WhaW¶s jXsW Whose aged 18-34). ​And WhaW percenWage 
has been climbing sWeadil\ each \ear since 1978. More and more people are remaining 
single, laWer and laWer in life, or permanenWl\.​2  
 
So all WhaW Wo sa\, ​Whe facW WhaW RXU chXUch​ LV UeachLQg a SeUceQWage Rf VLQgOe SeRSOe 
VR UefOecWLYe Rf Whe geQeUaO SRSXOaWLRQ LV VRPeWhLQg WhaW Ze aUe UeaOO\ WhaQNfXO fRU 
aQd SURXd Rf aW CLW\ ChXUch. ​And becaXse of WhaW, Ze feel a parWicXlar responsibiliW\ Wo 
eqXip \oX (and all of Xs) aboXW hoZ Wo Whink aboXW singleness Zell, WhroXgh Whe lenses of 
Whe ScripWXres. So WhaW¶s ZhaW Ze¶re aiming for Woda\. 
 
BXW as Ze geW sWarWed Whis morning, leW me briefl\ address ZhaW coXld be a biW of an 
elephanW in Whe room​. And WhaW¶s WhaW I, m\self, Whe person ​JLYLQJ ​Whis Weaching, am noW 
single. If \oX¶Ye been coming aroXnd oXr chXrch for Yer\ long, \oX likel\ knoZ WhaW I¶m 
married Wo an absolXWel\ delighWfXl hXman being named Ana, and Ze haYe WZo ZonderfXl 
kids. And so ma\be knoZing WhaW aboXW me is a ​EaUULHU​ for \oX Wo hear ZhaW I haYe Wo sa\ 
Whis morning aboXW singleness. ​Ma\be WhaW feels Wo \oX a liWWle biW like someone giYing a 
TED Talk on Whe jo\s of being a YegeWarian, Zhile eaWing a cheesebXrger. ​And I 
XndersWand Whe resisWance±I reall\ do. 
 
So leW me Wr\ Wo help oXW ZiWh ​a feZ WhoXghWs​ on WhaW. FirsW, one of Whe Whings aboXW being 
a folloZer of JesXs is WhaW Ze XndersWand ​RXU ​aXWhRULW\ aV UeVLdLQg​, QRW ZLWhLQ 
RXUVeOYeV RU ZLWhLQ RXU e[SeULeQceV, bXW UaWheU LQ Whe ScULSWXUeV.​ So an\Wime 
someone geWs Xp here on SXnda\s and giYes a Weaching, Whe\¶re noW jXsW giYing Wheir 
1 hWWps://ZZZ.barna.com/single-minded-chXrch/ 
2 hWWps://ZZZ.bls.goY/neZs.release/empsiW.nr0.hWm 
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opinion aboXW Whings±Whe\¶re ​XQSaFNLQJ ​ for all of Xs ZhaW Whe ​SFULSWXUHV​ haYe Wo sa\. 
ThaW¶s oXr goal. And WhaW means WhaW ​WRGa\​, Whis Weaching is ​noW ZhaW ³KenW,​ Whe married 
person, Whinks aboXW singleness.´ ​ThLV LV a WeachLQg ZheUe I, KeQW, aP dRLQg P\ beVW 
WR VhRZ \RX ZhaW Whe ​Scriptures ​ Weach abRXW VLQgOeQeVV.​ I¶m noW sa\ing ³Wake m\ 
Zord for iW, becaXse I knoZ all aboXW iW firsW-hand.´ I¶m sa\ing, ³Wake m\ Zord for iW, 
becaXse I¶m simpl\ rela\ing and e[plaining ZhaW mXch more reliable people said aboXW 
iW.´  
 
BXW all WhaW said, here¶s ​Whe ironic Whing ​: ​FRLQFLGHQWaOO\​, boWh of Whe passages Ze¶re going 
Wo read from Woda\ are acWXall\ ​VLQJOH SHRSOH ​Walking aboXW singleness. We¶re going Wo 
read from JesXs, Zho remained single his enWire life, and PaXl, Zho Zas eiWher single his 
Zhole life, or Zas a ZidoZer and ​FXUUHQWO\​ single Zhen he ZroWe ZhaW Ze¶re going Wo 
read. So ironicall\, ​even if​ \RXU beOLef LV WhaW RQO\ VLQgOe SeRSOe caQ VSeaN 
aXWhRULWaWLYeO\ RQ VLQgOeQeVV±\RX VWLOO VhRXOd heaU aOO Rf WhLV RXW, becaXVe ZhaW 
Ze¶Ue gRLQg WR fRcXV RQ aOO cRPeV fURP ​single ​ ​people ​LQ Whe bLbOe.​ Does WhaW all 
make sense? So all WhaW Wo sa\, I don¶W haYe an\ qXalms aboXW speaking on singleness, 
becaXse iW¶s neYer m\ aXWhoriW\ or e[perience WhaW I¶m leaning on an\Za\. 
 
NoZ, ZiWh all of WhaW oXW of Whe Za\, leW¶s ​sWarW here. Philosophicall\​, Zhen iW comes Wo 
singleness, I Whink Where are WZo popXlar perspecWiYes oXW Where. The firsW one Ze mighW 
sXmmari]e like Whis: ​VLQgOeQeVV = fUeedRP.​ ​ToWal, compleWe, XnfeWWered, freedom. This 
YieZ comes mainl\ from cXlWXre aW large. The belief here is WhaW ​PaUULaJH ​ is ofWen an 
Xnnecessaril\ ​UHVWULFWLYH ​relaWionship: ​resWricWiYe of \oXr se[Xal e[pression, resWricWiYe of 
\oXr schedXle, ma\be resWricWiYe of \oXr ​FaUHHU ​goals, \oXr Wime±resWricWiYe in an\ 
nXmber of differenW Za\s.​ And if WhaW¶s WrXe, WhaW means Whe besW Whing Wo do is Wo sWa\ 
single for as long as \oX possibl\ can. So ma\be \oX daWe here and Where, haYe casXal 
relaWionships here and Where, bXW \oX haYe no real inWenWion of eYer seWWling doZn±aW leasW 
noW for Whe foreseeable fXWXre.  
 
Back in Whe da\, \oX heard Whis in Whe people WhaW ZoXld refer Wo Wheir spoXse as ³Whe ​ol¶ 
ball and chain. ​́ An\bod\ eYer heard WhaW e[pression? Yeah, iW¶s a cra]\ insXlWing 
e[pression. We also hear Whis Zhen people sa\ Whings like ³I don¶W Whink I coXld geW 
married±I jXsW enjo\ m\ freedom Woo mXch.´ We hear Whis in hoZ some people Walk aboXW 
geWWing a diYorce as if Whe\¶re geWWing released from prison. ​These are all differenW 
oXWZorkings of Whe belief WhaW ​singleness = freedom.  
 
The ​second popXlar perspecWiYe ​ oXW Where, Zhich someWimes comes more from inside Whe 
CKXUFK ​ or ma\be from \oXr famil\, coXld be sXmmed Xp like Whis: ​VLQgOeQeVV = 
SXUgaWRU\. ​This perspecWiYe ​aVVXPeV WhaW a URPaQWLc UeOaWLRQVhLS (L.e. PaUULage) LV 
acWXaOO\ Whe SULPaU\ PeaQV Rf RbWaLQLQg haSSLQeVV LQ OLfe. ​And ​LI WKaW¶V WUXH ​, WhaW 
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means ​VLQJOHQHVV​ is a Yersion of hell on earWh±or aW leasW, some W\pe of second-Wier 
e[perience of adXlWhood±WhaW serYes as a miserable ZaiWing period XnWil \oX achieYe WhaW 
happiness WhaW is marriage. 
 
YoX¶ll ​hear Whis commXnicaWed ​ from a do]en differenW soXrces, noW leasW of Zhich is \oXr 
Zell-meaning aXnW or grandma. Or anoWher oWher famil\ member Zho jXsW ³can¶W ZaiW for 
\oX Wo meeW somebod\.´ Ma\be for \oX, iW¶s \oXr parenWs Zho ask \oX eYer\ Wime \oX¶re 
home for Whe holida\s if Where¶s ³an\bod\ special in \oXr life laWel\.´ YoX¶ll hear Whis in 
realiW\ TV shoZs WhaW bXild ploWlines aroXnd finding Whe perfecW soXlmaWe WhaW Zill make all 
\oXr dreams come WrXe (ahem, ​BaFKHORU​)±neYermind Whe facW WhaW 95% of Whose 
relaWionships ​HQG ​ ZiWhin Whe ne[W feZ \ears afWer Whe\ ride off inWo Whe sXnseW on Whe shoZ. 
We coXld go on, bXW WhaW¶s Whe second perspecWiYe: ​VLQJOHQHVV = SXUJaWRU\. 
 
So ​Whose are reall\ Whe WZo perspecWiYes​ WhaW oXr modern Zorld has on offer Zhen iW 
comes Wo singleness. ​And ofWen, ZhaW ends Xp happening is WhaW real, acWXal single 
people geW caXghW in Whis Zeird ​ideological WXg-of-Zar​ beWZeen Whe WZo. The\ haYe one 
Yoice in one ear Welling Whem WhaW Whe\ jXsW need Wo meeW someone, and XnWil Whe\ do Whe\ 
Zill be miserable. And When Whe\ haYe a Yoice in Whe ​RWKHU​ ear assXring Whem WhaW once 
Whe\ geW married, Whe\ are ​JRLQJ WR EH ​ miserable for Whe resW of Wheir married life. ​SHOaK ​. 
So single people are lefW in Whis aZkZard middle going ³oka\, so \oX¶re Welling me Where 
aUH QR ​good opWions. I¶m screZed eiWher Za\. Or ​QRW ​screZed, Zhich is precisel\ Whe 
Whing I¶m Zorried aboXW. ​́ Can an\bod\ in Whe room idenWif\ ZiWh Whe aZkZard frXsWraWion 
of singleness in oXr modern socieW\? 
 
So ZhaW I ZanW Wo do ​Woda\,​ is offer \oX a ​WKLUG, EHWWHU​ perspecWiYe ​ on singleness sWarWing 
in MaWWheZ 19. BXW firsW, leW me giYe \oX jXsW a qXick biW of ​conWe[W​ on Whe passage. In 
ZhaW Ze're aboXW Wo read, JesXs has been Walking aboXW diYorce, and has essenWiall\ seW 
Whe bar reall\ high for ZhaW jXsWifies iW. In JesXs' mind, Where are Yer\ feZ biblical reasons 
for diYorce. BXW WhaW hard-line sWance prompWs a response from his disciples WhaW 
eYenWXall\ WXrns Whe discXssion in Whe direcWion of singleness. So leW¶s Wake a look aW ZhaW 
happens±folloZ along ZiWh me in MaWWheZ 19, sWarWing in Y. 10: 

 
[10] TKH GLVFLSOHV VaLG WR KLP, ³II ​this ​ LV WKH VLWXaWLRQ EHWZHHQ a KXVEaQG aQG ZLIH, 
LW LV ​better ​ ​not​ WR PaUU\.´ 
 

So ​Whe disciples hear​ JesXs¶ Zhole biW aboXW hoZ Where are Yer\ feZ jXsWificaWions for 
diYorce, and Whe\ respond a loW like man\ people ​WRGa\​ ZoXld. The\ go, ³JesXs, if WhaW¶s 
hoZ iW Zorks±if Whose are Whe onl\ alloZances for diYorce±When ​QRERG\​ shoXld eYer geW 
married.´ Do \oX hear Wheir logic? ThaW¶s essenWiall\ jXsW an ancienW Yersion of Whe 
singleness = freedom ​frameZork. The\¶re sa\ing WhaW if geWWing married means \oX¶re 
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locked inWo Whis one person for life no maWWer ZhaW, When iW¶s probabl\ ​EHWWHU​ Wo jXsW noW geW 
married in Whe firsW place.  
 
So leW¶s Wake a look aW ​JesXs¶ response ​, Y. 11: 

 
[11] JHVXV UHSOLHG, ³NRW ​everyone ​ FaQ ​accept​ WKLV ZRUG, EXW RQO\ WKRVH WR ZKRP LW 
KaV EHHQ ​given​.  
 

So JesXs essenWiall\ sa\s ​³​\HV, WKaW Pa\ EH ​± ​bXW noW eYer\one can accepW WhaW.´ NoW 
eYer\one can arriYe aW WhaW conclXsion. RaWher, onl\ Whose Wo Zhom iW is ³giYen.´ PXW 
anoWher Za\, JesXs is sa\ing ³\es, in some Za\s iW ​LV​ beWWer noW Wo marr\, bXW noW for Whe 
reasons \oX Whink iW is.´ Then JesXs conWinXes Wo e[plain ZhaW he means. Verse 12: 

 
[12] FRU WKHUH aUH ​HXQXFKV​ ​who were born that way ​, ​aQG ​ WKHUH aUH ​HXQXFKV​ ​who 
have been made eunuchs by others ​²​and​ WKHUH aUH WKRVH ZKR ​choose to live 
like eunuchs ​ IRU WKH VaNH RI WKH NLQJGRP RI KHaYHQ. TKH RQH ZKR FaQ aFFHSW WKLV 
VKRXOG aFFHSW LW.´ 
 

Oka\, so ​a ​HXQXFK ​in JesXs¶ da\​ referred Wo a male, Zho ​LGHQWLILHG ​as a male, bXW Zho 
did noW haYe biologicall\ male reprodXcWiYe organs (side noWe: Whis is going Wo geW a ​ELW 
random for a second). ThaW¶s ZhaW a eXnXch Zas. JesXs sa\s Where are some people 
³born WhaW Za\´±people Zho are born ZiWhoXW clear biological indicaWors of ZheWher 
Whe\¶re male or female±ZhaW Ze Woda\ ZoXld call ​LQWHUVH[ ​persons. And When he sa\s 
Where are people Zho are ³made WhaW Za\ b\ men.´ As crXel and bi]arre as Whis is, if a 
man serYed in pro[imiW\ Wo a Zoman of ro\alW\, WhaW man ZoXld ofWen be ​FaVWUaWHG ​in 
order Wo ensXre WhaW he behaYed properl\ WoZards WhaW Zoman. So Where are eXnXchs 
Zho Zere born WhaW Za\, and eXnXchs Zho Zere ³made WhaW Za\ b\ oWhers.´ 
 
BXW When he sa\s WhaW ​jXsW like boWh of Whose ​ siWXaWions e[isW, Where are also people Zho 
³​FKRVH WR ​OLYH ​ ​aV​ HXQXFKV ​for Whe sake of Whe kingdom of God. ​́ ​And Whis is his main poinW. 
WhaW he ​PHaQV​ is WhaW Where are people Zho remain single and absWain from se[ and 
marriage±and do all of WhaW ​IRU WKH SXUSRVH RI WKH NLQJGRP.​ So in simpler Werms, he¶s 
Walking aboXW ​FHOLEaWH,​ ​VLQJOH ​people. Single people Zho choose of Wheir oZn YoliWion Wo 
liYe ​FHOLEaWH ​liYes ​IRU​ Whe kingdom of God. WheWher WhaW is for a season, or for Whe enWireW\ 
of Wheir life, Whe\ see WhaW as Whe ​SXUSRVH ​of Wheir singleness. And JesXs seWs WhaW forZard 
as a Yiable, ​EHaXWLIXO ​Za\ of life. 
 
So \oX ​mighW be asking ​ RNa\, ZK\ GRHVQ¶W KH ​ MXVW ​Va\​ ³VLQJOH SHRSOH´? ​ Wh\ does he go 
on Whis Zhole WangenW aboXW eXnXchs±Zhich seems like ​TXLWH ​ Whe WangenW, Wo sa\ Whe 
leasW±jXsW Wo sa\ ³some people choose Wo liYe single and celibaWe´? ​Well in parW, becaXse 
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³single and celibaWe´ ​Zasn¶W mXch of a caWegor\​ back in his da\. In Whe Greco-Roman 
Zorld, \oX had people Zho Zere married (Zhich Zas Whe YasW majoriW\ of people), and 
When \oX had ​XQPaUULHG ​people, bXW mosW of Whose Xnmarried people Zere Xnmarried for 
specific reasons±noW becaXse Whe\ preferred iW±and Wended Wo liYe promiscXoXs liYes in 
Wheir singleness.  
 
There Zas ​hardl\ a caWegor\ in people¶s minds​ for people Zho ​FKRRVH WR UHPaLQ ​single, 
and also Zillingl\ absWain from se[Xal inWimac\ ZiWh people Whe\¶re noW married Wo. ​NoW 
GLVVLPLOaU​ Wo hoZ if \oX sa\ WhaW¶s ZhaW \oX¶re doing ​WRGa\, ​people ma\ also look aW ​\RX ​ a 
liWWle Zeird.​ CXlWXrall\ speaking, iW Zas eYen more WhaW Za\ in JesXs¶ da\. So JesXs, in a 
Za\, has Wo ³inYenW´ a caWegor\ in people¶s minds for God-glorif\ing, deliberaWe, 
pXrposefXl singleness. He has Wo reference a slighWl\ differenW frameZork±a eXnXch±in 
order Wo help people grasp Whis Yer\ differenW approach Wo life and se[XaliW\. Does WhaW 
make sense? 
 
So ​don¶W miss Whis​. This all ​means WhaW​ ​JeVXV, OLYLQg LQ a VRcLeW\ WhaW ZaV Za\ PRUe 
LQcOLQed WRZaUdV Whe ​VLQgOeQeVV = SXUgaWRU\ ​PLQdVeW​ ​WhaQ eYeQ Ze aUe, gReV RXW Rf 
hLV Za\ WR LQWURdXce aQd hROd XS VLQgOeQeVV aV a YLabOe, beaXWLfXO, GRd-gORULf\LQg, 
NLQgdRP-bXLOdLQg Za\ Rf OLfe. ​To besWoZ a specific ​KRQRU​ and ​GLJQLW\​ on Whose Zho liYe 
WhaW Za\. ​JeVXV Va\V WheVe SeRSOe ​aren¶t​ OLYLQg a VXb-RSWLPaO, VecRQd WLeU 
e[LVWeQce LQ Whe ZRUOd. The\ aUe PaNLQg aQ LQcUedLbOe, GRd-gORULf\LQg chRLce WhaW 
LV WR be ceOebUaWed aQd hRQRUed.​ NoZ WhaW¶s differenW Whan eiWher of Whe narraWiYes oXr 
socieW\ giYes Xs aboXW singleness, isn¶W iW? 
 
So ​WZo pracWical qXesWions WhaW leaYes Xs​. FirsW, hoZ do \oX knoZ if ​\RX ​ are called Wo WhaW 
kind of singleness? ​ ​HoZ do \oX knoZ if \oX are being called Wo liYe single and celibaWe 
for Whe kingdom of God? ​As a fair Zarning, \oX Zill geW a Zhole specWrXm of ansZers Wo 
Whis ZiWhin eYangelicalism, WhaW range from an\Zhere from normal Wo reall\ goof\.​ BXW can 
I jXsW sXggesW a Yer\ simple Za\ Wo ansZer WhaW qXesWion? ​ ​YoX read\? ​If \RX aUe 
currently single ​aQd \RX aUe a fROORZeU Rf JeVXV, cRQgUaWXOaWLRQV: \RX haYe Whe gLfW 
Rf VLQgOeQeVV.​ Ma\be jXsW righW noZ, ma\be for good. BXW eiWher Za\, \oX haYe Whe gifW 
righW noZ. If \oX are noW cXrrenWl\ married or engaged Wo be married, God has giYen 
\oX±aW leasW aW Whis momenW±Whe gifW of singleness. He is calling \oX Wo liYe single and 
celibaWe for Whe sake of Whe kingdom of God. Which means JesXs¶ insWrXcWion and oWher 
insWrXcWions WhaW Ze¶re aboXW Wo read appl\ Wo \oX.  
 
And all WhaW raises Whe ​VHFRQG ​ qXesWion: ZhaW does JesXs mean ​ E\ ³...IRU WKH NLQJGRP RI 
GRG´? ​In ZhaW Za\ is liYing single and celibaWe a Za\ Wo bXild Xp and fXrWher Whe 
kingdom? For ​WKaW​, Ze need Wo head oYer Wo ​1 CRULQWhLaQV 7.​ ​MaQ\​ scholars sXggesW 
WhaW in Whis chapWer of Whe book, PaXl is essenWiall\ ​HOaERUaWLQJ ​on JesXs¶ Weachings aboXW 
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singleness. And I Whink ZhaW he giYes Xs in Whese Yerses helps Xs fill in Whe gaps as Wo 
ZhaW JesXs ​PHaQW​ b\ singleness being ³for Whe kingdom of God.´ LeW¶s Wake a look, 
sWarWing in ​Y. 32 ​: 
 

[32] I ZRXOG OLNH \RX WR EH ​free from concern​. AQ ​unmarried​ PaQ LV FRQFHUQHG 
aERXW WKH ​Lord¶s ​ aIIaLUV²KRZ KH FaQ SOHaVH WKH LRUG. [33] BXW a ​married ​PaQ LV 
FRQFHUQHG aERXW WKH aIIaLUV RI ​this world​²KRZ KH FaQ SOHaVH KLV ZLIH²[34] aQG 
his interests are divided. ​InWeresWing. Keep reading± ​ AQ ​unmarried​ ​woman​ RU 
YLUJLQ LV FRQFHUQHG aERXW WKH ​Lord¶s affairs:​ ​Her aim ​ LV WR EH GHYRWHG WR WKH LRUG 
LQ ERWK ERG\ aQG VSLULW. BXW a ​married woman​ LV FRQFHUQHG aERXW WKH aIIaLUV RI 
this world​²KRZ VKH FaQ SOHaVH KHU KXVEaQG. [35] I aP Va\LQJ WKLV ​for your own 
good,​ QRW WR UHVWULFW \RX, EXW WKaW \RX Pa\ OLYH LQ a ULJKW Za\ LQ ​undivided 
devotion to the Lord. 
 

Oka\, leW¶s Wr\ Wo dissecW all of WhaW a liWWle. Big picWXre, PaXl here is ​sWarWing from Whe 
premise ​ WhaW ​Whe ​purpose ​Rf each aQd eYeU\ RQe Rf RXU OLYeV LV WR VeUYe aQd bXLOd 
XS Whe NLQgdRP Rf GRd.​ EYer\ single one of Xs, if Ze are folloZers of JesXs, ZheWher 
Ze are single or married, Ze are called Wo do WhaW. BXW his poinW here in 1 CorinWhians 7 is 
WhaW ​WheUe aUe VWaWLRQV Rf OLfe WhaW PaNe LW ​easier ​WR dR WhaW, aQd VWaWLRQV Rf OLfe WhaW 
PaNe LW ​harder, ​RU PRUe ​complicated​, WR dR WhaW.  
 
Singleness, ​RU beLQg ³XQPaUULed,´ PaNeV LW ​faU ​easier ​WR VeUYe ​ aQd bXLOd XS Whe 
NLQgdRP Rf GRd.​ He sa\s WhaW Zhen \oX¶re ​XQPaUULHG, ​\oXr focXs and concern can be 
VROHO\​ and ​FRPSOHWHO\​ on Whe Whings of God. ​LoYing and pXrsXing a relaWionship ZiWh him. 
GroZing in an XndersWanding of Zho he is. LoYing and serYing and poXring \oXrself oXW 
for oWher people. Going and making disciples eYer\Zhere \oX go and in eYer\ 
relaWionship he affords \oX. PXrsXing jXsWice in a Za\ WhaW poinWs people Wo Zho God is. 
WheQ \RX¶Ue ​single ​, Whe NLQgdRP Rf GRd caQ be \RXU RQe aQd RQO\ fRcXV, aQd LW LV 
PXch ​easier ​ WR OeYeUage eYeU\WhLQg \RX haYe WR WhaW eQd. 
 
BXW ​on Whe oWher hand, Zhen \oX are ​PaUULHG ​, ​iW¶s a liWWle differenW. NoZ ​WKHRORJLFaOO\​, 
eYen if \oX¶re married, \oXr ​SXUSRVH ​is Whe same as if \oX¶re single: ​JORULI\LQJ GRG aQG 
EXLOGLQJ WKH NLQJGRP RI GRG.​ BXW ​practically ​ VSeaNLQg, \RX RfWeQ haYe PRUe Rf aQ 
XShLOO WUeN WR geW WheUe.​ ​YoX haYe a ​VSRXVH ​\oX are called Wo loYe and shepherd and 
look oXW for. YoX ma\ also haYe ​NLGV​±a famil\ WhaW needs ​FaULQJ ​ ​IRU.​ And becaXse \oX 
haYe Whose Whings, \oX and/or \oXr spoXse likel\ haYe a ​MRE ​ of some sorW Wo help proYide 
for each oWher and Whe famil\.​ And hear me: ​aOO ​ of Whose are beaXWifXl God-giYen 
responsibiliWies, bXW Whe\ are also Whings WhaW \oX can¶W jXsW ​EUXVK aVLGH ​ Wo do ZhaWeYer iW 
is God is calling \oX Wo do in bXilding his kingdom. YoX haYe Wo figXre oXW hoZ Wo fXlfill 
Whose responsibiliWies, ​ZKLOH aOVR ​ bXilding Whe kingdom of God. ThaW¶s more complicaWed. 
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So leW¶s sa\ \oX sWarW feeling God prompWing \oX Wo ​moYe Wo someZhere in SoXWh 
America ​, dig Zells for people WhaW don¶W haYe clean ZaWer ZiWh an orphaned child 
sWrapped Wo \oXr back, and Well people aboXW JesXs. LeW¶s sa\ WhaW¶s someWhing \oX feel 
like God is prompWing \oX Wo pXrsXe. ​If \oX¶re ​VLQJOH ​, WhaW means Whe primar\ Whings \oX 
need Wo do is jXsW Walk Wo oWher folloZers of JesXs Wo haYe Whem speak inWo WhaW desire Wo 
affirm WhaW God reall\ is calling \oX Wo WhaW, \oX sell \oXr sWXff, and moYe Wo SoXWh 
America. ThaW¶s aboXW iW. 
 
BXW if \oX¶re ​PaUULHG ​ and feel prompWed in WhaW same Za\, iW¶s a liWWle more complicaWed. 
YoX sWill need Wo haYe oWher people speak inWo WhaW and affirm iW. YoX sWill need Wo sell 
\oXr sWXff. BXW \oX also need Wo spend some Wime asking loWs of oWher qXesWions. Things 
like, ³oka\, hoZ is Whis going Wo affecW m\ marriage? Does m\ spoXse feel called Wo Whe 
same Whing I do? If noW, hoZ do Ze naYigaWe one of Xs feeling called Wo iW and one of Xs 
noW? Who \ields Wo Zho in Whis scenario, and b\ hoZ mXch? BecaXse iW¶s noW like I can 
jXsW peace oXW on m\ famil\ in ³obedience´ Wo God. ThaW ZoXld be ​GLVREHGLHQFH ​becaXse 
God has commanded me Wo loYe and care and proYide for m\ famil\.  
 
AddiWionall\, if \oX haYe kids​, \oX also haYe Wo ask Whings like ³hoZ is Whis going Wo affecW 
m\ ​NLGV​? This place WhaW Ze¶re moYing±is iW a place WhaW Whe\ can ​WKULYH ​? Bare minimXm, 
is iW a place Zhere Whe\ can ​VXUYLYH ​? Are Where schools of some sorW Where, Zhere m\ 
kids can groZ and learn and maWXre as hXman beings? If Where ​aUHQ¶W​, Zill Ze as Wheir 
parenWs haYe Whe abiliW\ and Wime and bandZidWh Wo homeschool Whem? If one or boWh of 
Xs are doing ​WKaW​, Zill Ze sWill haYe Whe Wime and Whe energ\ Wo dig Whe Zells or ZhaWeYer iW 
is WhaW Ze are going Where Wo do? And as Ze¶re doing all of WhaW, hoZ are Ze going Wo 
make sXre WhaW Where is food on Whe Wable for all of Xs? ​And I coXld go on. BXW Zhen \oX 
are married and/or haYe a famil\, Where are jXsW far more qXesWions WhaW haYe Wo be 
considered. ​BecaXse Where are more people WhaW \oXr decisions immediaWel\ impacW. ​And 
Whose Whings can become ​REVWaFOHV ​Wo bXilding Whe kingdom in cerWain Za\s. 
 
BXW Whese ​aren¶W jXsW obsWacles​ in Whose W\pes of ​H[WUHPH ​ e[amples​. The\¶re ofWen 
obsWacles in ZhaW Ze Whink of as normal, eYer\da\ life Woo. ​For insWance, in m\ 
e[perience Whe pasW eighW \ears as a pasWor, Whe mosW common e[cXses I hear giYen for 
Zh\ people can¶W do kingdom Whings are marriage and famil\ relaWed. ³Well I don¶W reall\ 
haYe Wime for commXniW\ righW noZ becaXse Ze haYe kids and Whe\ haYe baskeWball 
games and soccer games and e[WracXrricXlars.´ ³Well I can¶W reall\ make disciples righW 
noZ becaXse m\ spoXse is reall\ more of a homebod\ Whan I am, and Whe\ like Wo sWa\ in 
more Whan I do, so I need Wo loYe ​WKHP​ Zell b\ sWa\ing in mosW of Whe Wime.´ ​This is Whe 
W\pe of sWXff PaXl is Walking aboXW in 1 CorinWhians: Zhen \oX are married, Zhen \oX haYe 
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kids, \oXr inWeresWs are ofWen ​GLYLGHG. ​YoX haYe more ​FRQFHUQV, ​more ​REVWaFOHV​,​ ​Whan 
\oX ZoXld oWherZise.  
 
NoZ, leW me sa\ as clearl\ as I can: WhaW¶s ​noW him sa\ing ​ WhaW Whose are ​H[FXVHV​. 
MaUULage aQd faPLO\ aUe QRW ​justified reasons ​ fRU QRW bXLOdLQg XS Whe NLQgdRP Rf 
GRd.​ BXW Whe\ ​aUH ​ ​REVWaFOHV ​WhaW haYe Wo be Zaded WhroXgh. ​The\ are ZonderfXl, 
beaXWifXl, gifWs from God...WhaW can also be ​REVWaFOHV.​ The\ ​GR ​ make bXilding Xp Whe 
kingdom more ​FRPSOH[ ​Whan iW ZoXld be oWherZise.​ ​I can speak from e[perience±I loYe 
m\ Zife, I loYe m\ kids, I ZoXldn¶W Wrade Whem for Whe Zorld. BXW I can Yerifiabl\ sa\ WhaW 
making disciples and parWicipaWing in Wangibl\ bXilding Xp Whe kingdom of God is more 
FRPSOLFaWHG ​ noZ Whan iW Zas Zhen I Zas single. IW Wakes inWenWionaliW\. IW Wakes planning. IW 
Wakes noW jXsW shXWWing oXrselYes in oXr hoXse eYer\ nighW and cXWWing oXrselYes off from 
Whe oXWside Zorld.​ ThaW¶s realiW\.  
 
And WhaW¶s ​ZhaW PaXl is Wr\ing Wo sa\​. ​WheQ \RX aUe ​married​, \RX haYe a PRUe 
complicated ​SaWh WRZaUdV acWLYe SaUWLcLSaWLRQ LQ Whe NLQgdRP Rf GRd.​ YoX haYe 
aGGLWLRQaO ​obsWacles. AddiWional concerns. AddiWional hXrdles. So, ​KLV ​Wake on iW all is WhaW 
LI​ \oX¶re a folloZer of JesXs,​ and \oX¶re ​cXrrenWl\ Xnmarried,​ shoXldn¶W \oX aW leasW Wake 
WhaW inWo ​FRQVLGHUaWLRQ ​ in deciding ZheWher or noW Wo geW married one da\? ShoXldn¶W \oX 
aW leasW ​FRQVLGHU​ WhaW geWWing married coXld become an addiWional obsWacle Wo fXll\ 
parWicipaWing in Whe life of Whe kingdom? ​BeLQg PaUULed YV. beLQg VLQgOe dReVQ¶W 
chaQge ​what​ Ze aUe caOOed WR dR fRU Whe NLQgdRP, bXW LW dReV chaQge Whe ​ease with 
which​ Ze caQ fXOfLOO WhRVe caOOLQgV.​ And WhaW¶s ZorWh consideraWion. Does WhaW make 
sense?  
 
NoZ, aW Whis poinW, ​if \oX are ​PaUULHG ​,​ \oX ma\ be a biW confXsed. Ma\be \oX¶re Whinking, 
³here I Zas Whinking WhaW Whe bible Whinks reall\ ​KLJKO\ ​of marriage and here iW kinda 
soXnds like Whe bible is ​GRZQ ​on marriage.´ So is PaXl sa\ing here WhaW none of Xs shoXld 
geW married, becaXse iW¶s a barrier Wo Whe kingdom?  
 
The ansZer Wo WhaW is ​no ​. BecaXse he also sa\s in 1 CorinWhians 7, ³bXW each person has 
Wheir oZn gifW (meaning, some people are meanW Wo be married, and some people are 
meanW Wo be single).´ So PaXl¶s Wake is ³\es±in general, m\ YieZ is WhaW iW is beWWer Wo be 
single becaXse When Where are less obsWacles in \oXr Za\ Wo pXrsXing and bXilding Xp Whe 
kingdom of God. BXW WhaW doesn¶W mean WhaW eYer\ hXman being on earWh shoXld be 
single.´ ​BecaXse some people haYe one gifW, and some haYe anoWher. 
 
BXW all WhaW said, aW Whe Yer\ ​OHaVW​, ​JeVXV aQd PaXO aUe chaUWLQg a Za\ ​ fRUZaUd WhaW 
UeMecWV ​either ​ VLPSOLVWLc QaUUaWLYe abRXW VLQgOeQeVV.​ Singleness is noW ​IUHHGRP ​in Whe 
sense WhaW Ze are free Wo liYe selfishl\ and ZasWefXll\ and driYen b\ eYer\ desire and 
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Zhim. ​AQG ​singleness is noW ​SXUJaWRU\​, in WhaW iW is a holding period XnWil Ze become fXll\ 
hXman b\ geWWing married. RaWher, ​VLQgOeQeVV LV a beaXWLfXO, YLabOe, GRd-gORULf\LQg, 
NLQgdRP bXLOdLQg Za\ Rf OLfe.  
 
AQG aQRWKHU UHaVRQ ​for all of WhaW​, ​isa ​ ​WhaW ​VLQgOeQeVV ​ ​most resembles ​ ZhaW ​eWeUQLW\ 
ZLOO be OLNe.​ ​Look ZiWh me aW ​MaWWheZ 22 ​on Whe screen ​.​ JesXs here is once again 
speaking on marriage and diYorce. And in doing so, offers Whis in Y. 30: 
 

AW WKH UHVXUUHFWLRQ SHRSOH ZLOO ​neither marry ​ QRU ​be given in marriage ​; WKH\ ZLOO 
EH OLNH WKH aQJHOV LQ KHaYHQ.  

 
NoZ, Whis is fascinaWing. JesXs is Walking aboXW ​³Whe resXrrecWion. ​́ So b\ WhaW, he means in 
Whe neZ heaYens and neZ earWh, Zhen God makes all Whings neZ±ZhaW man\ of Xs 
probabl\ refer Wo as ³heaYen.´ In WhaW fXWXre realiW\, JesXs sa\s, people ​ZLOO QRW EH 
PaUULHG.​ The\ Zill be like Whe angels in heaYen. JesXs is sa\ing WhaW ​XOWLPaWeO\, aOO Rf XV 
ZLOO be ​single ​fRU eWeUQLW\. IW¶V MXVW WhaW ​some ​Rf XV (ULghW QRZ) aUe ​temporarily 
PaUULed.  
 
NoZ some of Xs Zho are married probabl\ ​hear WhaW and geW a liWWle biW sad,​ righW? Like, I 
OLNH ​ Ana, I ​OLNH ​ being married Wo her±I ​ZaQW​ Xs Wo sWill be married in heaYen. BXW Whis 
passage seems Wo be sa\ing I ​ZRQ¶W​ be. So hoZ is WhaW good neZs? ​ Here¶s Zh\: Ze haYe 
Wo remember WhaW in Whe ScripWXres, ​PaUULaJH ​is alZa\s described as a ​SLFWXUH ​±a 
meWaphor±of a far more imporWanW relaWionship: Whe relaWionship beWZeen JesXs and his 
ChXrch. PaXl Xnpacks WhaW in Ephesians 5. EarWhl\ marriages are meanW Wo be simple 
PLFURFRVPV​ of Whe grand ​PaUULaJH ​beWZeen JesXs and his people. EYer\ good Whing WhaW 
\oX e[perience and loYe aboXW \oXr marriage is good becaXse iW is a ​UHIOHFWLRQ ​ of Whe 
relaWionship iW represenWs.  
 
So ​JesXs¶ poinW is​ simpl\ WhaW Zhen Whe neZ heaYens and Whe neZ earWh is oXr 
realiW\±Zhen JesXs reWXrns and makes all Whings neZ± ​Ze ZLOO QRW Qeed Whe ​picture 
aQ\PRUe, becaXVe Ze ZLOO haYe Whe UeaOLW\.​ ​IW makes no more sense Wo cling Wo a 
marriage in heaYen Whan iW does Wo insisW on looking aW a picWXre of \oXr spoXse insWead of 
inWeracWing ZiWh Whem Zhen Whe\¶re siWWing righW beside \oX.​ ​IQ Whe QeZ heaYeQV aQd Whe 
QeZ eaUWh, Ze ZLOO QRW Qeed eaUWhO\ PaUULageV aQd eaUWhO\ faPLOLeV becaXVe Ze ZLOO 
aOO be caXghW XS LQ Whe eWeUQaO UeaOLWLeV Rf beLQg LQ Whe faPLO\ Rf GRd.  
 
And ​so Whe call Wo ​aOO ​of Xs,​ single and married, is Wo ​SUaFWLFH ​ liYing in WhaW eWernal realiW\ 
noZ. To see oXrselYes more as members of ​GRG¶V ​famil\ Whan Ze do of oXr earWhl\ 
famil\. To see oXrselYes more as a parW of Whe Bride of ChrisW Whan Ze do as a hXsband 
or a Zife (or a ​SRWHQWLaO ​ hXsband or a ​SRWHQWLaO ​ Zife). To see oXrselYes as more sXbseWs 
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of God¶s big famil\ Whan Ze do as isolaWed, insXlar famil\ XniWs. And Wo see oXrselYes 
more as members of God¶s famil\ Whan Ze do as isolaWed indiYidXals.  
 
So on WhaW noWe, I¶d loYe Wo jXsW jXsW ​speak briefl\ and pracWicall\ Wo each groXp ​ of people 
in Whe room. FirsW, for married folks in Whe room, I ZanW Wo propose WhaW ​Ze dR ​everything 
in our power ​ WR cRPe aORQgVLde RXU VLQgOe fULeQdV LQ WheLU VLQgOeQeVV, aQd ​not​ WR 
PaNe WheP PRUe dLVcRQWeQW ​in ​WheLU VLQgOeQeVV.​ ​AW ​EaUH PLQLPXP​, WhaW means noW 
making eYer\ conYersaWion ZiWh Whem somehoZ aboXW Zho Whe\¶re daWing or if Whe\¶re 
daWing. IW means noW geWWing more e[ciWed aboXW Whem daWing someone Whan Ze geW aboXW 
eYer\Whing else in Wheir life. IW means WhaW Ze hang oXW ZiWh Whem as mXch as Ze hang oXW 
ZiWh oXr ​PaUULHG ​friends. IW means Xs being honesW aboXW sharing Whe ​MR\V​ of marriage 
and also Whe difficXlWies and frXsWraWions of marriage ZiWh Whem. IW means giYing Whem a 
realisWic YieZ of marriage and noW an airbrXshed, sXgar-coaWed one. And aW Whe same 
Wime, iW looks like seeing Wo iW WhaW noW eYer\ Wopic of conYersaWion ZiWh Whem circles back 
Wo Xs and oXr marriage, becaXse WhaW is likel\ going Wo make Whem feel like a sWranger in 
conYersaWions ZiWh Xs. 
 
AddiWionall\, ZhaW if Ze Zere Wo ​ORRN IRU Za\V ​Wo celebraWe ​ Whe beaXWifXl, God-glorif\ing 
singleness of oXr single friends? ​ I don¶W knoZ if \oX¶Ye eYer reali]ed Whis, bXW nearl\ 
eYer\ celebraWion or milesWone Ze haYe in oXr socieW\ is for married people and married 
people ZiWh kids. Weddings, Zedding shoZers, anniYersaries, gender reYeals, bab\ 
shoZers, kids¶ birWhda\ parWies. If \oX¶re single, \oX geW ​\RXU ELUWKGa\. ​ThaW¶s iW. So ZhaW if 
Ze looked for Za\s Wo celebraWe Whe accomplishmenWs and milesWones in oXr single 
friends¶ liYes? When one of Whem geWs a job or a promoWion becaXse Whe\¶Ye been 
Zorking Wheir Wail off, ZhaW if Ze pXW WogeWher an epic dinner parW\ Wo celebraWe and fooWed 
Whe bill for iW? When Whe\ signed Whe lease on an aparWmenW or closed on Whe pXrchase of 
a hoXse, ZhaW if ​ZH ​WhreZ Whem WhaW hoXse-Zarming parW\, insWead of making Whem WhroZ 
iW ​WKHPVHOYHV​, and saZ Wo iW WhaW people gaYe Whem eYer\Whing Whe\ need Wo make iW inWo a 
home? When Whe\ decided Wo go oYerseas Wo Well people aboXW JesXs, ZhaW if Ze WhreZ 
Whem Whe mosW epic send-off Whe Zorld has eYer seen, and flooded Whem ZiWh Wangible 
reminders of hoZ Ze¶re pra\ing for Whem Zhile Whe\¶re Where? ​WhaW if Ze soXghW oXW Za\s 
Wo celebraWe singleness? 
 
And lasWl\, ZhaW if Ze simpl\ ​WreaWed Whem as a ​SHHU​ ​in oXr life? SomeWimes, a friendship 
beWZeen a married person and a single person can almosW feel like iW has an XnderWone 
of ​SLW\​ in iW±an\bod\ eYer felW WhaW? IW¶s almosW like iW¶s assXmed (someWimes b\ boWh 
people) WhaW Whe married person is Whe more maWXre, Whe more Zise, Whe more sancWified 
person in Whe friendship. Can Ze jXsW Woss WhaW Zeird d\namic oXW Whe ZindoZ? Married 
people: ZhaW if one of Whe ​ILUVW SHRSOH ​ Ze called Zhen Ze needed life adYice Zas oXr 
single friends? WhaW if one of Whe firsW people Ze ask Wo call Xs oXW on Whings Zere single 

10 



people? WhaW if Ze looked for eYer\ Za\ Ze coXld Wo WreaW Whem, noW as a second-class 
ciWi]en, bXW as a ​SHHU​? BecaXse here¶s Whe Whing: according Wo PaXl, Where¶s a chance 
Whe\ ma\ see Whe kingdom more clearl\ Whan Ze do. The\ haYe less obsWacles, less 
disWracWions in Wheir Za\±so Ze¶d probabl\ be beWWer off from asking ZhaW Whe\ Whink. 
MaUULed SeRSOe: ​leW¶s do eYer\Whing Ze possibl\ can Wo celebraWe and honor and 
encoXrage God-glorif\ing singleness.  
 
And ​ILQaOO\,​ ​for Whe ​VLQJOH ​ people ​ here: I ZanW Wo once again ​acknoZledge WhaW aW Wimes 
Whis Zorld can be a crapp\ place Wo naYigaWe Whe realiWies of singleness. I ZanW Wo 
acknoZledge and apologi]e for Whe facW WhaW someWimes, Whe ​CKXUFK ​ is a crapp\ place Wo 
be single. And I ZanW \oX Wo knoZ, as one of \oXr pasWors, I am commiWWed Wo fighWing 
againsW WhaW being Whe case here in eYer\ Za\ I can. We¶re noW going Wo do iW perfecWl\ all 
Whe Wime, bXW ​Ze ZaQW WR be a chXUch WhaW cRQVLVWeQWO\ UecRgQL]eV \RXU YaOLd, 
deVeUYed, GRd-gORULf\LQg YLWaO SOace aW Whe WabOe. AQd WR be a ChXUch WhaW eTXLSV 
\RX WR dR ​everything​ GRd haV Pade \RX WR dR.  
 
BecaXse here¶s ZhaW I knoZ: ​oXr Zorld is a broken place.​ IW alZa\s has been, bXW Zhen 
\oX look aroXnd righW noZ, iW jXsW feels especiall\ obYioXs. There are people hXrWing. 
There are Wensions rising. There is hopelessness cloXding people¶s e\es aW nearl\ eYer\ 
WXrn. There are needs in oXr Zorld righW noZ WhaW God ZanWs meW. And ​Lf ZhaW Ze 
cRYeUed WRda\ LV WUXe, PaQ\ Rf Whe SeRSOe ZhR PaNe Whe bLggeVW deQWV LQ SXVhLQg 
bacN aOO WhaW daUNQeVV aUe gRLQg WR be ​single people ​.​ He is calling \oX Wo go Wo Whe 
ends of Whe earWh and make disciples of all naWions. To meeW Whe needs he has pXW 
aroXnd \oX. To hold \oXr hand againsW Whe ZoXnds of a bleeding Zorld and Well Whem 
aboXW Whe hope WhaW is foXnd in JesXs. And an\one± ​aQ\RQH± ​Zho Wries Wo Well \oX WhaW is 
noW a ZorWhZhile Za\ Wo spend \oXr life doesn¶W XndersWand ZhaW life is aboXW.  
 
So if \oX¶re single, ​here¶s ZhaW I¶m asking:​ ZoXld \oX lead Whe charge, and ZoXld \oX 
conWinXe Wo giYe Whe resW of Xs Whe clariW\ Ze need Wo join \oX in doing all of WhaW? WoXld 
\oX demonsWraWe ZhaW a life looks like WhaW is fXll\ leYeraged for Whe kingdom of God, and 
help shoZ Xs Whe beaXW\ WhaW arises from each and eYer\ one of Xs doing Whe same? If 
\oX do, I belieYe Ze¶ll all be beWWer off for iW.  
 
And leW me jXsW acknoZledge WhaW ​I reali]e iW can be lonel\​. IW can be lonel\ becaXse oXr 
Zorld Zill Wr\ Wo Well \oX WhaW life is aboXW cheap freedom, shalloZ happiness, and se[Xal 
fXlfillmenW. And can I jXsW Well \oX...iW¶s a lie. Se[ is greaW, bXW \oX can haYe eYer\ se[Xal 
e[perience Where is and iW is absolXWel\ noWhing compared Wo Whe saWisfacWion and Whe 
sXfficienc\ WhaW is foXnd in giYing \oXr life aZa\ for JesXs. BecaXse lisWen, WhaW¶s ZhaW all 
of Whis Zas meanW Wo poinW Xs Wo an\Za\. And WhaW¶s ZhaW all of Xs Zill be doing for 
eWerniW\. So here¶s Wo sWarWing WhaW noZ. LeW¶s pra\.  
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