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AND WHEN YOU PRAY, DO NOT HEAP UP 
EMPTY PHRASES AS THE GENTILES DO, 
FOR THEY THINK THAT THEY WILL BE 
HEARD FOR THEIR MANY WORDS. 

MATTHEW 6:7-8



AND WHEN YOU PRAY, DO NOT HEAP UP 
EMPTY PHRASES AS THE GENTILES DO, 
FOR THEY THINK THAT THEY WILL BE 
HEARD FOR THEIR MANY WORDS. DO NOT 
BE LIKE THEM, FOR YOUR FATHER KNOWS 
WHAT YOU NEED BEFORE YOU ASK HIM.

MATTHEW 6:7-8





THE IDEA THAT EVERYTHING WOULD 
HAPPEN EXACTLY AS IT DOES REGARDLESS 
OF WHETHER WE PRAY OR NOT IS A 
SPECTER THAT HAUNTS THE MINDS OF 
MANY WHO SINCERELY PROFESS BELIEF IN 
GOD. IT MAKES PRAYER PSYCHOLOGICALLY 
IMPOSSIBLE, REPLACING IT WITH DEAD 
RITUAL AT BEST.

DALLAS WILLARD
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BUT MOSES IMPLORED THE LORD HIS 
GOD AND SAID, “O LORD, WHY DOES 
YOUR WRATH BURN HOT AGAINST YOUR 
PEOPLE, WHOM YOU HAVE BROUGHT OUT 
OF THE LAND OF EGYPT WITH GREAT 
POWER AND WITH A MIGHTY HAND? WHY 
SHOULD THE EGYPTIANS SAY , ‘WITH EVIL

EXODUS 32:11-12, 14



INTENT DID HE BRING THEM OUT, TO KILL 
THEM IN THE MOUNTAINS AND TO 
CONSUME THEM FROM THE FACE OF THE 
EARTH’? TURN FROM YOUR BURNING 
ANGER AND RELENT FROM THIS 
DISASTER AGAINST YOUR PEOPLE.

EXODUS 32:11-12, 14



AND THE LORD RELENTED FROM THE 
DISASTER THAT HE HAD SPOKEN OF 
BRINGING ON HIS PEOPLE.

EXODUS 32:11-12, 14





2 CHRONICLES 7 
(PAGE 206 IN OUR BIBLES)



WHEN I SHUT UP THE HEAVENS SO THAT 
THERE IS NO RAIN, OR COMMAND THE 
LOCUST TO DEVOUR THE LAND, OR SEND 
PESTILENCE AMONG MY PEOPLE, IF MY 
PEOPLE WHO ARE CALLED BY MY NAME 
HUMBLE THEMSELVES, AND PRAY AND 
SEEK MY FACE AND TURN FROM THEIR

2 CHRONICLES 7:13-15



WICKED WAYS, THEN I WILL HEAR FROM 
HEAVEN AND WILL FORGIVE THEIR SIN 
AND HEAL THEIR LAND. NOW MY EYES 
WILL BE OPEN AND MY EARS ATTENTIVE 
TO THE PRAYER THAT IS MADE IN THIS 
PLACE.

2 CHRONICLES 7:13-15



MARK 9 
(PAGE 493 IN OUR BIBLES)



AND WHEN HE HAD ENTERED THE HOUSE, 
HIS DISCIPLES ASKED HIM PRIVATELY, 
“WHY COULD WE NOT CAST IT OUT?” AND 
HE SAID TO THEM, “THIS KIND CANNOT BE 
DRIVEN OUT BY ANYTHING BUT PRAYER.”

MARK 9:28-29



JAMES 4 
(PAGE 587 IN OUR BIBLES)



YOU DESIRE AND DO NOT HAVE, SO YOU 
MURDER. YOU COVET AND CANNOT 
OBTAIN, SO YOU FIGHT AND QUARREL. 
YOU DO NOT HAVE, BECAUSE YOU DO 
NOT ASK.

JAMES 4:2





GOD WILL EITHER GIVE US WHAT WE ASK 
[IN PRAYER] OR GIVE US WHAT WE 
WOULD HAVE ASKED IF WE KNEW 
EVERYTHING HE KNOWS.

TIM KELLER





IN THE SAME WAY, THE SPIRIT HELPS US 
IN OUR WEAKNESS. WE DO NOT KNOW 
WHAT WE OUGHT TO PRAY FOR BUT THE 
SPIRIT HIMSELF INTERCEDES FOR US 
THROUGH WORDLESS GROANS. AND HE 
WHO SEARCHES OUR HEARTS KNOWS 
THE MIND OF THE SPIRIT, BECAUSE THE

ROMANS 8:26-27



SPIRIT INTERCEDES FOR GOD’S PEOPLE IN 
ACCORDANCE WITH THE WILL OF GOD.

ROMANS 8:26-27




