
IQWiPac\
So good to see \oX gX\s this morning. If Ze haYen¶t gotten the chance to meet, m\
name is Kent, and I¶m one of oXr pastors here. If \oX¶re neZ, Zhat Ze generall\ like to do
dXring this time on SXnda\s is spend some time in the ScriptXres, and see Zhat the\
haYe to sa\ aboXt God and aboXt Zhat life is Xltimatel\ aboXt. Sometimes Ze do that b\
Zalking straight throXgh bRRNV of the bible, like Ze¶Ye been doing Zith the book of
MattheZ. And VRPHWLPHV, like toda\, Ze look at a nXmber of different passages that all
toXch on a similar WKHPH. And toda\, Ze¶re going to be in a IHZ dLIIHUHQW passages, bXt
Ze¶ll at least VWaUW in that passage Ze jXst read, ReYelation 21. So if \oX Zant to go
ahead and tXrn there Zith Xs, \oX¶re Zelcome to.

If \oX missed last SXnda\, or if \oX¶re jXst getting back into toZn for the start of the
school \ear, Ze kicked off a neZ series last SXnda\ called IQ KQR[YLOOH aV LW LV LQ HHaYHQ.
And the big idea last Zeek Zas that aV cRRO aV iW iV WhaW Ze aV fROORZeUV Rf JeVXV ZiOO
geW WR gR WR heaYeQ WR be ZiWh JeVXV RQe da\ ZheQ Ze die, WhaW¶V acWXaOO\ QRW Whe
SUiPaU\ focus Rf Whe bibOicaO VWRU\OiQe. The SUiPaU\ fRcXV iV acWXaOO\ GRd¶V deViUe
WR bUiQg heaven WR earth. Which is Zh\ JesXs tells his disciples to pra\ for his kingdom
to come ³on earth as it is in heaYen.´ The stor\ of the bible is actXall\ a stor\ aboXt God
bringing more and more of the realities of KHaYHQ to HaUWK, and hoZ one da\ he Zill do
that fXll\ and completel\.

And so the UHVW of this series is going to be aboXt hoZ he Zants to inYite Xs, as his
people, to participate Zith him in that effort. So Ze¶re going to spend the ne[t fiYe Zeeks
Xnpacking a nXmber of different Za\s that Ze join God in bringing heaYen to earth. BXt
the Za\ Ze¶re doing that each Zeek is b\ taking a look at RQH aVSHcW of Zhat KHaYHQ ZLOO
bH OLNH, and then talking aboXt hoZ Ze ³SUacWLcH´ for that aspect of heaYen, in the here
and noZ. Does that make sense? SR Ze¶Ue VRUW Rf reverse-engineering RXU OiYeV ZiWh
JeVXV: ORRNiQg aW ZhaW Oife RQe da\ ZiOO be OiNe, aQd OeWWiQg WhaW gXide RXU OiYeV iQ
Whe heUe aQd QRZ.

So that¶s Zhat Ze¶re going to do toda\, starting in ReYelation 21. ReYelation, if \oX¶re
Xnfamiliar, is a book in the bible that talks OaUJHO\ aboXt the IXWXUH of planet earth: Zhat
life Zill be like Zhen JesXs retXrns and makes all things neZ. A lot of people jXst assXme
that this book is pXre cra]\, and that¶s becaXse some chXrches and chXrch traditions
haYe Xsed it to teach some doZnright cra]\ stXff. BXt a lot of it is actXall\ filled Zith
incredibl\ KRSHIXO images and imager\ aboXt Zhat one da\ Zill be. And Ze¶re going to
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look at one of those passages toda\. So pick it Xp Zith me in ReYelation 21, focXsing in
on Y. 3:

AQd I KHaUd a ORXd YRLcH IURP WKH WKURQH Va\LQJ, ³LRRN! GRd¶V dwelling place is
now among the people, aQd KH ZLOO dZHOO with them. TKH\ ZLOO bH KLV SHRSOH, aQd
GRd himself will be with them aQd bH WKHLU GRd.

So among the PaQ\ things ReYelation tells Xs aboXt the state of the Zorld one da\, it
tells Xs here that God Zill be and Zill dZell ZLWK hXman beings. When \oX read throXgh
that Yerse, there¶s a lot of VSaWLaO langXage in it. ³DZell,´ ³Zith,´ and ³among´ are all
VSaWLaO terms: the\ refer to God¶s ph\sical ORcaWLRQ among his people. And Zhat that
langXage is JHWWLQJ aW is the idea of relational LQWLPac\.

The SicWXUe Ze¶Ue giYeQ Rf Whe QeZ heaYeQV aQd Whe QeZ eaUWh iV a SicWXUe Rf
SeUfecW, XQbURNeQ, XQhiQdeUed intimac\ ZiWh GRd. One da\, there Zill not be times
Zhere God feels distant or far from Xs, becaXse his presence Zill be ZLWK Xs at all times.
TKaW¶V the realit\ Ze¶re headed toZards as God¶s people. And becaXse that¶s the realit\
Ze¶re KHadHd WRZaUdV, Ze learn to SUacWLcH LQWLPac\ Zith God, in the present.

NoZ, I do reali]e that ma\be LQWLPac\ feels like a Zeird Zord to some people for
describing \oXr relationship Zith God. Ma\be Zhen \RX think of the Zord ³intimac\,´ the
OaVW thing that comes to mind is a relationship Zith God. We tend to talk a lot aboXt
intimac\ Zith regard to a bo\friend or girlfriend, or hXsband or Zife. And I think oXr
societ\ ZoXld often haYe Xs belieYe that those are the RQO\ relationships Zhere Ze can
e[perience an\ t\pe of relational intimac\. BXt I ZoXld argXe Ze Zere made for UHOaWLRQaO
intimac\ in oXr IULHQdVKLSV too.

BecaXse LQWLPac\ is Zhen another person knoZs the Zorst and most embarrassing parts
of \oX, and it doesn¶t change their disposition toZards \oX. It¶s Zhen someone ³has \oXr
back.´ It¶s Zhen \oX feel like \oX can spend time aroXnd someone and jXst be ³\oX,´
ZithoXt fear of Zhat the\ might think as a resXlt. It¶s Zhen \oX can jXst VLW Zith someone
and not feel like \oX haYe to fill Xp eYer\ spare second of silence. It¶s Zhen the other
person sometimes knoZs \oX better than \oX knoZ \RXUVHOI. It¶s the first person \oX call
or te[t an\time something goes incredibl\ right or incredibl\ ZURQJ in \oXr life. All of
those e[periences describe a t\pe of LQWLPac\ Zith another person. So WhiV iV actuall\
Whe d\QaPic WhaW Ze want iQ RXU cORVeVW friendships, QRW jXVW iQ RXU URPaQWic
UeOaWiRQVhiSV.
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In fact, I can sa\ that as a pastor, some of the most XQKHaOWK\ marriages I haYe VHHQ are
marriages Zhere one spoXse e[pects the other to be the RQO\ person the\ haYe an\
relational closeness to. BecaXse the\ end Xp smothering the other person in the
process. We QHHd relational intimac\ Zith more than jXst one person. BecaXse Ze as
hXman beings Zere PadH IRU relationships. And not jXst VXUIacH-OHYHO relationships, bXt
dHHS, LQWLPaWH relationships. It can look a nXmber of different Za\s depending on \oXr
gender or stage in life or personalit\, bXt Ze are all ZLUHd that Za\. And Zhen Ze dRQ¶W
Zant that Zith at least one or tZo people in oXr liYes, XsXall\ there are deep-seated
emotionall\ XQKHaOWK\ reasons that that¶s the case.

And the point the ScULSWXUHV make, oYer and oYer again, is that it is possible for Xs to
haYe that t\pe of relational LQWLPac\ Zith God himself. So the more I tried to come Xp
Zith a dLIIHUHQW Zord for Zhat Ze¶re talking aboXt toda\, the more I reali]ed LQWLPac\
reall\ is the best Zord for it. Not to mention that some of the people I knoZ Zith the most
Yibrant, enYiable relationships Zith God I¶Ye seen±WKH\ tend to dHVcULbH it as LQWLPac\. So
if \oX can get past an\ odd connotations that Zord might haYe in \oXr mind, I reall\ think
that Zord best captXres Zhat Ze¶re digging into this morning.

If \oX look Xp the Zord LQWLPac\ in a standard dictionar\, \oX¶ll probabl\ find something
like this:

IQWiPac\: a cORVH IaPLOLaULW\ RU IULHQdVKLS; cORVHQHVV.

YoX see, Zhen Ze talk aboXt LQWLPac\, Ze tend to Xse VSaWLaO langXage to talk aboXt it.
We sa\, ³I¶m reall\ cORVH Zith that person.´ ³We¶re haYe a Yer\ WLJKW friendship.´ ³We haYe
a reall\ dHHS relationship.´ We Xse the same t\pe of langXage to talk aboXt the OacN of
intimac\ Zith somebod\: ³that person feels dLVWaQW.´ ³We¶re QRW that close.´ ³OXr
relationship is reall\ VKaOORZ.´ We often Xse VSaWLaO langXage. BXt of coXrse that
langXage is onl\ PHWaSKRULcaO: Ze¶Ye all felt reall\ dLVWaQW from someone sitting right ne[t
to Xs or liYing in oXr hoXse, and Ze¶Ye all felt reall\ cORVH to someone Zho is hXndreds of
miles aZa\.

So ZheQ Ze WaON abRXW intimac\, Ze¶Ue QRW VR PXch WaONiQg abRXW RXU proximit\ WR
Whe RWheU SeUVRQ±Ze¶Ue WaONiQg abRXW hRZ cORVe Ze feel Whe\ aUe WR XV. We¶Ue
WaONiQg abRXW feeling close WR VRPeRQe aW a UeOaWiRQaO OeYeO. And it¶s mXch the same
Za\ Zith God. UV feeOiQg cORVe WR RU diVWaQW fURP GRd acWXaOO\ haV YeU\ OiWWOe WR dR
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ZiWh his location. GRd aQd hiV SUeVeQce aUe eYeU\ZheUe, aOO aURXQd XV. IW haV
eYeU\WhiQg WR dR ZiWh RXU perception Rf hiV SUeVeQce.1

BecaXVe Rf JeVXV, Whe ScUiSWXUeV Weach WhaW Ze caQ QRZ e[SeUieQce a UeOaWiRQaO
closeness ZiWh GRd Yia Whe HRO\ SSiUiW. That it is actXall\ SRVVLbOH for Xs to e[perience
intimac\ Zith God on a regXlar, eYer\da\ sort of basis. Too man\ people I knoZ,
inclXding m\self at times, feel stXck in this place of interacting Zith God as if he¶s an idea
or a philosoph\ or a Za\ of life, bXt not as if he¶s a person Ze can e[perience IULHQdVKLS
ZLWK. Man\ of \oX are here aboXt to start \oXr first \ear, or another \ear, of college.
Listen: \oX Zill not make it throXgh college Zith \oXr faith intact if God is jXst an idea or a
belief s\stem for \oX. YoX Zill actXall\ need a Yibrant, constant, LQWLPaWH relationship Zith
him.

So I Zant to see if I can get Xs headed in the right direction WRZaUdV that toda\. So I
knoZ that Zhen it comes to intimac\ Zith God, a lot of Xs in the room ZoXld sa\ Ze haYe
that aOUHad\. AQd a lot of Xs in the room probabl\ ZoXld be honest and sa\ Ze dRQ¶W, or
at least not regXlarl\. BXt ZhereYer \oX¶re at on that spectrXm, I Zant to see if Ze can
press in for more and better this morning on hoZ Ze can e[perience LQWLPac\ Zith God.
SoXnd good?

NoZ, before Ze attempt to ansZer that qXestion (³hoZ can Ze e[perience intimac\ Zith
God?´), Ze do need to acknoZledge something Yer\ important. And that¶s that WheUe iV
QR Pagic formula fRU iQWiPac\ ZiWh GRd. There¶s jXst not. I can¶t stand Xp here toda\
and tell \oX ³if \oX do [, \, and ], \oX Zill all of a sXdden, aXWRPaWLcaOO\ e[perience trXe
intimac\ Zith God.´ I trXl\ Zish that I cRXOd sa\ that. BXt I can¶t do that, becaXse that¶s
not hoZ intimac\ Zorks.

BXt that said, I dR think Whe ScUiSWXUeV giYe XV some WhiQgV Ze caQ¶W haYe iQWiPac\
without. Some necessar\ LQJUHdLHQWV. So think of it like this. Let¶s sa\ \oX Zant to make
a cheesebXrger. To make a cheesebXrger, \oX need some t\pe of meat, \oX need some
t\pe of bXn or bread, and \oX need cheese. NoZ, \oX can haYe all of those things, and
still QRW haYe a cheesebXrger  (becaXse \oX haYe to dR something Zith all of those
things, right?) JXst possessing those things doesn¶t aXtomaticall\ mean \oX haYe a
cheesebXrger. BXt at the same time, it is going to be prett\ impossible to haYe a
cKHHVHbXUJHU ZithoXt some cRPbLQaWLRQ of those things. I think it¶s similar Zhen it comes

1 I oZe mXch of the thinking in this paragraph to a great article from Desiring God, titled ³HoZ to HaYe Intimac\ With
God.´ YoX can read it here.
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to LQWLPac\ Zith God. The WhiQgV I¶P gRiQg WR giYe \RX WhiV PRUQiQg aUeQ¶W aQ
aXWRPaWic formula fRU iQWiPac\, bXW I dR WhiQN Whe\ aUe QeceVVaU\ ingredients of iW.

So let¶s diYe in and see Zhat the\ are. I¶m going to sXbmit to \oX this morning from the
ScriptXres that iQWiPac\ iV established b\ trust, iQWiPac\ iV ignited b\ obedience,
and iQWiPac\ iV deepened RYeU time. Let¶s take each of those in tXrn and talk a bit
aboXt them. First...

IQWiPac\ iV eVWabOiVhed b\ trust.
This one I think Ze see reall\ clearl\ in HebreZs 11:6:

AQd ZLWKRXW faith LW LV LPSRVVLbOH WR SOHaVH KLP, IRU ZKRHYHU ZRXOd draw near WR GRd
(there¶s that spatial langXage again) PXVW believe WKaW KH exists aQd that he
rewards WKRVH ZKR VHHN KLP.

So the realit\ is that \RX caQ¶W be UeOaWiRQaOO\ close WR VRPeRQe \RX dRQ¶W trust.
Right? If \oX don¶t WUXVW the other person, \oXr Zalls are alZa\s going to be Xp. YoXr
heart is alZa\s going to be jXst a little bit JXaUdHd. And VLPLOaUO\, it is impossible to
e[perience intimac\ Zith GRd, if \oX don¶t WUXVW God. And I don¶t jXst mean ³trXst´ him as
in ³trXst him for salYation±I mean actXall\ WUXVW him like \oX trXst another hXman being.
HebreZs jXst said if Ze Zant to ³draZ near´ to God±if Ze Zant to e[perience relational
intimac\ Zith him, Ze need Zhat it labels ³faith.´ We Qeed a deeS-VeaWed trust WhaW GRd
exists, aQd WhaW iW iV a rewarding thing WR SXUVXe a UeOaWiRQVhiS ZiWh hiP.

NoZ I sa\ that reali]ing that ma\ be a difficXlt ask for a lot of Xs. A lot of Xs feel like Ze
haYe ample reasons±ma\be eYen some reall\ JRRd reasons±to dLVWUXVW God. Ma\be Ze
feel like Ze haYe coXnted on him to come throXgh for Xs in some Za\ before, and he
didn¶t. Ma\be Ze feel like Ze haYe coXnted on him to SURWHcW Xs from something before,
and he didn¶t. Ma\be Ze feel like Ze haYe trXsted SHRSOH ZKR cOaLP WR UHSUHVHQW God
before, and WKRVH SHRSOH let Xs doZn or mistreated Xs. All of those things can do a
nXmber on oXr perceiYed leYel of WUXVW in God.

And let me jXst sa\: in man\ Za\s, I¶Ye bHHQ there. I¶Ye H[SHULHQcHd moments like that. I
knoZ hoZ difficXlt it can be to trXst God again, after an\ nXmber of those things haYe
happened. So if I can, I¶d loYe to jXst offer to \oX Zhat has helped PH in those moments.
What has helped PH is WR reset RQ Whe WhiQgV GRd has SURPiVed±aQd
ViPXOWaQeRXVO\ let go Rf Whe WhiQgV he hasn¶t SURPiVed. I think at times in P\ life,
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I¶Ye VeW P\VeOf XS SRRUO\ b\ e[SecWiQg GRd WR PeeW e[SecWaWiRQV WhaW I had fRU hiP,
UaWheU WhaQ e[SecWiQg hiP WR fXOfiOO SURPiVeV WhaW he has made. And those are often
dLIIHUHQW things.

At times, I¶Ye Zanted God to come throXgh in Za\s that he didn¶t SURPLVH to come
throXgh in. God neYer promised to proYide eYer\thing I ZaQW for m\ life±he promised to
do eYer\thing KH ZaQWV for m\ life. At times, I¶Ye Zanted him to SURWHcW me from negatiYe
circXmstances. BXt God neYer SURPLVHd to protect me from negatiYe circXmstances. He
promised to be an eYer-present help in the PLdVW of those circXmstances. At times, I¶Ye
e[pected people Zho bHORQJ to JesXs to perfectl\ UHSUHVHQW JesXs. BXt God neYer
promised WKaW either. In fact, on seYeral occasions he promised hoZ LPSHUIHcW people
ZoXld be. And sometimes, he said that people Zho cOaLP to represent him actXall\ dRQ¶W.
GRd¶V promise Zas simpl\ that KH ZoXld be perfect and trXstZorth\, eYen Zhen SHRSOH
aUHQ¶W. So I think it is Zorth asking the qXestion, Zhen Ze strXggle to actiYel\ trXst God:
aP I VWUXggOiQg WR WUXVW becaXVe he haV acWXaOO\ proven himself untrustworth\? OU
becaXVe I¶Ye e[SecWed hiP WR fXOfiOO SURPiVeV he haVQ¶W made?

And listen: VWLOO, there ma\ be times Zhere \oX feel disappointed or let doZn in \oXr
relationship Zith God. In fact, the SVaOPLVWV in the bible actXall\ e[perienced that a good
bit. BXt Zhen that happened, do \oX knoZ Zhat the\ did? TKH\ actXall\ e[pressed their
frXstration and disappointment WR God as a IRUP RI trXst LQ him. Sometimes, poXring oXt
\oXr raZ emotion±positiYe aQd QHJaWLYH±to God is actXall\ a Za\ of WUXVWLQJ LQ him. Let
me shoZ \oX Zhat I mean from Psalm 62:8:

Trust LQ KLP aW aOO WLPHV, \RX SHRSOH; pour out \our hearts WR KLP, IRU GRd LV RXU
refuge.

NoZ, qXick bible reading lesson for \oX: in HebreZ poetr\ like this, often, the second line
in a Yerse is a Za\ of cOaULI\LQJ Zhat the ILUVW line PHaQW. So the first line is ³WUXVW in him at
all times,´ and the second line is ³SRXU RXW \RXU KHaUWV to him.´ (Like if I said ³prepare
\oXrself for another Vols football season; Ze ma\ not Zin man\ games.´ The second line
clarifies Zhat I mean b\ the first line. That make sense?) Oka\, that means here, the
psalmist is sa\ing that SRXUiQg RXW RXU heaUWV±RXU SaiQ, RXU diVaSSRiQWPeQW, RXU
fUXVWUaWiRQ±to God iV RfWeQ aQ expression of RXU WUXVW in GRd. OtherZise, Zh\ ZoXld
Ze take those things to him?
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So all that to sa\, if \RX VWUXggOe ZiWh Whe ³WUXVW´ aVSecW Rf \RXU UeOaWiRQVhiS ZiWh
GRd, iW PighW be ZRUWh VWaUWiQg b\ WaNiQg WhRVe WhiQgV WR hiP aV a Za\ Rf building
WhaW WUXVW. BecaXse LQWLPac\ is HVWabOLVKHd b\ WUXVW. Oka\, second...

IQWiPac\ iV ignited b\ RbedieQce.
Once that foXndation of trXst is bXilt, intimac\ then starts Zith RbHdLHQcH. This one Ze
coXld get from qXite a feZ places in the ScriptXre, bXt I think John 14:15-17 is particXlarl\
helpfXl. JesXs speaking, sa\s this:

³II \RX ORYH PH, keep P\ commands. AQd (meaning, then) I ZLOO aVN WKH FaWKHU,
aQd KH ZLOO JLYH \RX aQRWKHU adYRcaWH WR help \ou aQd be with \ou (there¶s oXr
spatial langXage) IRUHYHU²WKH Spirit RI WUXWK (in other Zords, the Hol\ Spirit: God¶s
personal empoZering presence). TKH ZRUOd caQQRW accHSW KLP, bHcaXVH LW QHLWKHU
VHHV KLP QRU NQRZV KLP. BXW \ou NQRZ KLP, IRU he lives with \ou aQd will be iQ
\RX.´

So folloZ JesXs¶ thoXght process there: he sa\s ³if \oX loYe me, keep m\ commands (in
other Zords, RbH\).´ And ZKHQ \RX dR that, I Zill ask the Father, and he Zill send the
Spirit to be ZLWK \oX and LQ \oX. That¶s the langXage, again, of LQWLPac\. Intimac\ is
ignited, it¶s LQLWLaWHd b\ obedience to God¶s commands. YRX caQ¶W e[SeUieQce iQWiPac\
with GRd ZiWhRXW RbedieQce to GRd.

NoZ I¶m aZare, as I sa\ that, that RbHdLHQcH has to be someZhere on the top ten list of
least faYorite Zords for the aYerage American. BXt fRU fROORZeUV Rf JeVXV, WheUe¶V
UeaOO\ QR Za\ aURXQd iW: Rbe\iQg JeVXV iV SaUW aQd SaUceO Rf a PeaQiQgfXO
UeOaWiRQVhiS ZiWh hiP. As Ze align oXr liYes Zith the things JesXs sa\s life is aboXt, Ze
groZ in depth of relationship ZLWK him as a resXlt. IQWLPac\ is a resXlt of RbHdLHQcH. NoZ,
obYioXsl\ this doesn¶t mean SHUIHcW obedience±none of Xs do that. BXt it does mean \RX
caQ¶W haYe iQWiPac\ ZiWh JeVXV ZhiOe \RX¶Ue ZaONiQg iQ ZiOOiQg, NQRZiQg
diVRbedieQce WR hiP.

I think it¶s eas\ to see this in the Za\ the bible talks aboXt SUa\HU. Pra\er is one of the
primar\ Za\s Ze e[perience intimac\ Zith God. So let me ask \oX a trick qXestion±I¶m
Zarning \oX that it¶s a trick, so that makes it oka\, right? YoX read\? Oka\: does God
aOZa\V KHaU his people¶s pra\ers? YoX gX\s seem appropriatel\ hesitant. I think at least
a lot of oXr JXW OHYHO reaction is to sa\ ³\es, of coXrse he does.´ BXt if \oX Zalk throXgh
the bible, \oX¶ll notice that there are qXite a feZ things that actXall\ SUHYHQW God from
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hearing his people pra\. UQIRUJLYHQHVV makes God not hear oXr pra\ers. If \oX are2

KaUVK WRZaUdV \RXU VSRXVH, he Zon¶t hear. If \oX are holding onto XQUHSHQWaQW sin or3

knoZingl\ participating in injXstice, he ma\ not hear. GRd dReV QRW heaU SUa\eUV fURP4

SeRSOe ZhR cOaiP WR fROORZ hiP aQd \eW aUe NQRZiQgO\ diVRbe\iQg hiP.

And ma\be that seems pett\ or spitefXl to \oX on his part. BXt if \oX think aboXt it, this is
jXst hoZ relationships Zork. Think aboXt this Za\: if someone \oX Zere friends Zith did
something that the\ NQHZ hXrt \oX tremendoXsl\, and then the ne[t da\ Zanted to jXst
hang oXt and shoot the bree]e Zith \oX, and pretend like none of that happened±Zhat
ZoXld be \oXr response to that? WoXld \oX jXst be like ³oka\ cool±\eah, let¶s hang oXt
and pretend like nothing happened´? No, \oX¶d probabl\ LQVLVW that \oX both talk aboXt
Zhat happened. Unless \oX¶re an Enneagram 9, and then \oX¶d literall\ aYoid the topic
Xntil the da\ \oX die.

And I think it¶s similar Zith God. The biblical Xnderstanding is that HYHU\ sin is a sin
aJaLQVW God. When \oX create the entire Zorld, and \oX create it to Zork and fXnction
and thriYe a certain Za\, an\thing that people do to bUHaN and cRUUXSW that good design
is a personal offense to \oX. When Ze are actiYel\ sinning against him, and Ze jXst Zant
to talk to him like that¶s not a thing, God correctl\ sa\s ³\es I ZoXld like to talk±I ZoXld
like to talk aboXt RQH WKLQJ specificall\. And once Ze talk aboXt WKaW, Ze can talk aboXt
other things.´ BecaXse RbHdLHQcH is a necessar\ ingredient to intimac\ Zith God.

So if \oX¶re here this morning, and \oX feel ³distant´ from God, I¶d sa\ a coXple things.
One, sometimes a relationship Zith God jXst IHHOV that Za\. Sometimes Ze IHHO like God
is distant eYen Zhen he¶s QRW, and there¶s not a specific thing Ze¶re doing Zrong±it¶s jXst
that Ze liYe in a fallen Zorld Zhere Ze don¶t get to e[perience the fXllness of his
presence 24/7. BXt second, I do think it¶s at least Zorth aVNLQJ if there LV an\ OHJLWLPaWH
reason that he feels distant. If Pa\bH he feels distant becaXse Ze haYe bo[ed him oXt
from the one area of oXr life he most Zants to press in on. Make sense?

So second, intimac\ is ignited b\ RbHdLHQcH. And lastl\...

4 See Amos 5:21-24.
3 1 Peter 3:7.
2 See MattheZ 18:21-25.
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IQWiPac\ iV deeSeQed RYeU WiPe.
Lastl\, iQWiPac\ ZiWh GRd iV deeSeQed aV Ze iQYeVW PRUe aQd PRUe time aQd effRUW
iQWR RXU UeOaWiRQVhiS ZiWh hiP. Simpl\ pXt, there is no PLcURZaYLQJ meaningfXl
relationship Zith JesXs. Galatians 6:6-8 sa\s it like this:

DR QRW bH dHcHLYHd: GRd caQQRW bH PRcNHd. A PaQ reaps ZKaW KH sows.
WKRHYHU sows WR SOHaVH WKHLU IOHVK, IURP WKH IOHVK ZLOO UHaS dHVWUXcWLRQ; ZKRHYHU
sows WR SOHaVH WKH SSLULW, IURP WKH SSLULW ZLOO reap eternal life. LHW XV QRW bHcRPH
wear\ LQ dRLQJ JRRd, IRU aW WKH SURSHU time ZH ZLOO UHaS a KaUYHVW if we do not
give up.

So that passage jXst compared a relationship Zith JesXs to ³soZing.´ As in, soZing
VHHdV into the soil and Zaiting on them to groZ. We¶re talking aboXt JaUdHQLQJ here.
NoZ think aboXt Zhat that inYolYes. Gardening is a WLPH-LQWHQVLYH process, is it not? If
\oX do not haYe time and patience, I ZoXld not recommend JaUdHQLQJ as a hobb\. BXt
that is the metaphor that PaXl Xses to describe a relationship Zith God. SRPeWiPeV,
iQWiPac\ ZiWh GRd ORRNV OiNe eQdXUiQg iQ dRiQg Whe VaPe WhiQgV, RYeU aQd RYeU
agaiQ, aQd waiting WR Vee iW beaU fUXiW aV a UeVXOW Rf aOO Rf WhaW.

To pXt it another Za\, dR QRW XQdeUeVWiPaWe Whe SRZeU Rf UeSeWiWiRQ iQ Whe ChUiVWiaQ
Oife. EYer\ neZ \ear at Cit\ ChXrch, Ze do a series called FRUPaWLRQ, Zhere Ze talk
aboXt hoZ practicing the same things oYer and oYer again, oYer time, IRUPV and
WUaQVIRUPV \oXr relationship Zith JesXs. It is b\ far the least se[\ thing to tell people
aboXt spiritXal groZth, bXt a lot of the time, feeling cORVH WR God has to do Zith \oXr
Zillingness to, in the Zords of Galatians 6, ³soZ´ and ³not giYe Xp.´ SRPeWiPeV gURZiQg
iQ iQWiPac\ ZiWh GRd ORRNV OiNe SXWWiQg iQ cRQViVWeQW WiPe, RYeU ORQg aPRXQWV Rf
WiPe, WR deYeORS WhaW UeOaWiRQaO cORVeQeVV.

And again, this is jXst hoZ relationships ZRUN. Generall\ speaking, \oX don¶t meet a
person one da\ and sa\ ³I¶d reall\ like to haYe a deep, meaningfXl, long-term friendship
Zith \oX,´ and then Zake Xp a Zeek later and e[pect it to haYe alread\ happened.
Relationships (at least TXaOLW\ ones) take WLPH. The\ take effort. The\ take energ\. And
generall\, the\ reqXire making WLPH Zith that person a SULRULW\ LQ \RXU VcKHdXOH on a
regXlar basis.

9



Sometimes Ze like to talk a lot aboXt the difference betZeen ³qXalit\ time´ and ³qXantit\
time.´ And there is a difference betZeen the tZo. BXt there¶s also often a cRQQHcWLRQ:
qualit\ WiPe haSSeQV inside Rf quantit\ WiPe. If \RX ZaQW a deeS UeOaWiRQVhiS ZiWh
VRPeRQe, \RX¶Ue gRiQg WR haYe WR PaNe beiQg aURXQd WheP a SUiRUiW\ iQ \RXU Oife
aQd \RXU VchedXOe. QXaOLW\ time is generated b\ TXaQWLW\ time. If \oX don¶t belieYe me,
tr\ UXVKLQJ all \oXr time Zith people \oX care aboXt, and see hoZ it goes. ³He\ I¶Ye got
three minXtes betZeen meetings±let¶s spend those three minXtes in meaningfXl
conYersation and e\e contact. Go!´ It doesn¶t Zork like that. To e[perience TXaOLW\ time
and closeness Zith people, \oX actXall\ haYe to pXt in a good bit of TXaQWLW\ time.

And if \oX Zant to e[perience relational intimac\ Zith JHVXV, it Zill reqXire pXtting in
some time. It Zill reqXire making time ZLWK him a regXlar, freqXent, prioriti]ed realit\ in
\oXr life. I think it¶s eas\ for some of Xs to look at preYioXs generations of folloZers of
JesXs Zho had dail\ personal ³qXiet times´ or ³deYotions´ and think that¶s old-fashioned,
or that¶s legalistic or Xnnecessar\. BXt do \oX knoZ Zh\ most of them do that? BecaXse
the\ kneZ that qXalit\ time happens LQVLdH of qXantit\ time. The\ kneZ if the\ Zanted a
Yibrant, intimate relationship Zith the God of the XniYerse, it Zas going to reqXire pXtting
in some WLPH to deYelop that relationship.
//
So in sXmmar\, intimac\ Zith God is eVWabOiVhed b\ WUXVW, igQiWed b\ RbedieQce, and
deeSeQed RYeU WiPe. Like Ze alread\ said, it¶s not a magic formXla. Those three things
doesn¶t necessaril\ or aXtomaticall\ lead to intimac\ Zith God. BXt groZing in those
things Zill absolXtel\ help point Xs in the right direction.

So Ze¶ll jXst Zrap Xp here. There ma\ be some of Xs in the room that hear all of that and
go ³ZoZ±it kind of soXnds like intimac\ Zith God takes a lot of ZRUN. That soXnds like a
lot of things to ZRUN on.´ And there¶s a lot of trXth to that. Intimac\ Zith God±jXst like
intimac\ in an\ other relationship there is±dRHV WaNH some Zork. I don¶t knoZ of an\
meaningfXl, long-term relationship I¶Ye had that didn¶t reqXire some effort.

BXt I ZoXld also call \oXr attention to the fact that JesXs has alread\ done the KHaY\
lifting on this one. JesXs, throXgh his life, death and resXrrection has alread\ laid the
foXndation that makes intimac\ Zith him possible in the first place. YoXr VLQ±the PaLQ
baUULHU betZeen \oX and intimac\ Zith God±has been addressed in the cross and
resXrrection of JesXs. It has been torn doZn and taken care of, once and for all. The onl\
thing left for Xs to do is to firml\ plant oXr feet on that foXndation, and bXild intimac\ Xpon
it.
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Let¶s pra\ together.
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